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PREFACE. 


I’oR more than two centuries, the Ottoman empire, 
once so formidable, was gradually sinking into a state of 
decrepitude. Unsuccessful wars, and, in a still greater 
degree, misgovernment and internal commotions, were 
the causes of its decline. While, on its fnmticr, it was 
repeatedly attacked by its encroaching and unprinci})led 
neighbour, the Muscovite, its efforts were palsied by a 
vicious sy.stem of administration, corrupt ministers, tur- 
bulent and undisciplined janissaries, and rebellious and 
extortionate pashas. 

The pre.sent Sultan, Abd-ul Hamid II, a man of 
resolution, has made strenuous, and not wholly fruitless 
exertions to remedy these crying evils. It is much to 
be wi.shcd that his labours may be crowned with full 
success — for it is manifest, that the regeneration of Turkey, 
so as to render her an efficient powder, would eminently 
contribute to preserve the i'>eace of Kuro})e. 

Such being the case, the Proprietor of the Family 
Library imagines that a faithful ])icture of the character 
and actions of one of the most celebrated of the Ottoman 
pashas — one of the numerous dilapidators of Turkish 
resources, and. scourges of the Turkish peojde — will be 
favourably received by the public. The reader will heri? 
see with what vampyre effect subaltern tyrants can 
exhaust the vital principle of an extensive empire. > 
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PREbACK. 


A Life of All Lasha was published, in French, by 
M, Beauchamp, shortly after the fall of the Albanian 
chief. It was translated into English, soiRething was 
' added, and it went through two editions. To reprint this 
translation, corrected and enlarged, was at first the 
intention of the Proprietor of the Family Library. On 
examining it, however, I found it so inaccurate and 
incomplete in its statements, and so defective in its 
arrangement and comjiosition, that 1 resolved to substitute 
a new work in its stead. It must be owned that some of 
its faults were unavoidable— at the time when it was 
written the materials were so scanty, that it was impossible 
to form from them any thing but an imiierfect narrative. 
Many documents on the subject have since been given to 
the world ; and these I have carefully consulted. I hope 
that the reader will derive such a portion of amusement 
'and information from my labours as will induce him to 
consider them as not wholly thrown away. 


Pancras Lane. 
1878. 
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CHAPTER L 

Interesting Nature of Ali Paf*iha’s History — History of Epirus — 
The Molossians— Actions of Pyrrhus — Cruel Trefitmcnt of the 
Epirots by the Romans — Nicopolis— -Epirus repeatedly ravaged — 
First Appearance of the Name of Albania — Exploits of Scanderbej^ 
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Character of Albanian Soldiers — Occupations of the Adbanians. 

The rugged and imperfectly known territory of 
Epirus has, at various periods, given birth to many 
remarkable personages. Among those personages 
there are three, who, bom in ages far remote from 
each other, occupy a prominent station in historical 
record ; the martial and conquering but magnanimous 
P3nrrlius, the patriotic and invincible Scanderbeg, and 
the subtle, treacherous, and sanguinary Ali of Tepe- 
leni. It must be owned, indeed, that in the character 
and exploits of Ali we vainly seek for those virtues 
and heroic deeds which redeemed the defects of 
Pyrrhus and Scanderbeg; but, on the other hand, 
from its infirfte variety, and its being connected with 
our own and political interests, his story rivet? 
more firmly our attention, and it is far better calcu- 
lated than theirs to give beneficial lessons to mankind. 

B 
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Hi% life and death are eminently qualified to point 
a moral and adorn a tale.” From the rise of Ali to the 
summit of power, we learn how much maybe achieved 
by stubborn perseverance and ‘‘courage never to submit 
or yield his utter contempt of truth and ljj)nour, and 
his reckless shedding of blood, afford a melancholy 
proof of the evils which result from the possession of 
unlimited authority, and the absence of moral and 
religious restraints ; and his fall, mainly, if not wholly 
caused by his own ambition, avarice, and quenchless 
thirst of revenge, bears incontrovertible testimony to 
the danger which, sooner or later, springs from the 
passions being permitted to triumph over reason. 

Before we enter upon the narrative of Ali*s actions, 
it may not be improper to pause a moment, for the 
purpose of casting a glance upon the history of Epirus, 
the nature of the country, and the manners of its 
inhabitants. And first as to its History. 

Epirus appears originally to have been divided into 
fourteen states ; if, indeed, the term states may be 
applied to such diminutive portions of territory. Mo- 
lossis, which was the most important of them, even- 
tually absorbed all the others. It was blessed with 
a/ertile soil, and within its limits stood the venerable 
oracle of Dodona, which was considered to be the most 
ancient in Greece. The Molossiaii constitution is 
deservedly praised by Aristotle. The government 
was a monarchy, hereditary but not despotic. It was 
the custom of the Molossians to meet at Passaron, the 
capita], where, after sacrifices had been offered to 
Jupiter the warrior, mutual oaths were taken by the 
princeand the people. The formersworeto rule accord- 
ing to the laws ; the latter as solemnly bound them - 
selves to defend the royal succession. Fabulous 
history traces back the origin of the Molo^ian king- 
^ to the time of Deucalion's flood; but the reign- 
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ing family were content with deriving their dcsgent 
from Neoptolemus. Pyrrhus, the son of Achilles, who 
migrated from Thessaly, overthrew Echctus, and 
became monarch of Molossis. As Epirus took no 
prominent^part in Grecian affairs, few circumstances 
of its history have been recorded. It was at the court 
of Admetus, its ruler, that an asylum was sought by 
the banished Themistocles ; and, though the Lacedae- 
monians and Athenians demanded that the noble exile 
should be delivered up to them, Admetus braved their 
anger by giving him a safe-conduct from his dominions. 
During the Peloponnesian war, while Tharyps, a minor, 
was on the throne, a body of Molossian troops, com- 
manded by the regent, joined the Lacedaemonian 
forces in Acarnania. Tharyps appears to have been 
a wise and virtuous prince. He is declared to hav^ 
visited Athens, for the purpose of acquiring knowledge, 
and to have been both a learned man and an enlight- 
ened monarch, who introduced many improvements 
among his subjects. The next striking event in the 
annals of this country is the marriage of Philip of 
Macedon with Olympias, the daughter of Neopto- 
lemus. Alexander I., the son and successor to 
Neoptolemus, who was killed in Italy, is said to have 
been a prince of great ability and valour. 

But the glory of all the other sovereigns of Epirus 
is dimmed by that of the celebrated Pyrrhus. Taking 
Alexander the Great for his model, he longed to rival 
him in renown. His life was a series of strange and 
rapid vicissitudes. Twice he lost bis kingdom, and as 
often recovered it. He won the crown of Macedonia, 
and held it for some time, but was at length compelled 
to relinquisl^it. Being called into Italy, to the assist- 
ance of the Tarentines, he twice defeated the Romaz^l, 
and advftnced to within a short distance of Rome. 
Finding, however, that the republicans, though^ van- 
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qui|hed, were not to be subdued, he turned his arms 
against Sicily, in which island he signalised his valour 
on various occasions. Returning again to Italy, he 
Renewed the war with Rome, but he was defeated by 
Manlius, and found it necessary to lead^his forces 
back to Epirus. For this defeat fortune indemnified 
him, by restoring to him the kingdom of Macedon, 
which he regained in a single battle. His restless 
6areer was closed at the assault of Argos. A woman's 
hand brought him to the ground, by throwing a tile 
on him from the roof of a house, and he was despatched 
by the soldiers of Antigonus. PjTrhus was one of the 
greatest captains of antiquity ; by the higli authority 
of Annibal he was pronounced to be second only to 
Alexander the Great. His merit was not confined to 
War alone, Fierce as he was in battle," says an intel- 
ligent writer, he was mild and gentle to his subjects 
and adherents ; not allowing himself to be easily pro- 
voked, and more eager to requite a kindness than 
resent a wrong, ‘ A pecuniary debt,' he observed, 
‘ may be repaid to the heirs of the creditor ; but as a 
return of kindness can only be made while our friends 
are living, a good and upright man will severely regret 
his having lost the opportunity of requiting them.* 
The whole of his history shows, that he was misled 
by passions not sufficiently controlled, but that his 
understanding was powerful, quick, and acute." 

Alexander, the son of Pyrrhus, was not unworthy 
of his father. He recovered his throne, which had 
been wrested from him by Demetrius, and he defeated 
the Illyrians ; but with him departed the glory of 
Epirus. After three inglorious reigns, with the last of 
which terminated the race of Achilles, ♦the country 
adopted a republican form of government. Epirus 
preserved its independence till the downfal of'Perseus, 
Macedon when, having made common cause 
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with him a^inst the Romans, it was involved in his 
ruin. The Roman senate determined to take a terrible 
vengeance upon the Epirots, and the task of exacting 
it was conjmitted to Paulus -Similius. As the valour 
and despair of the Epirots, had they been aware of 
what was intended, might have been productive of fatal 
consequences, the high-souled Romans stooped to 
mask their design under a fraud. Pretending that it 
was meant to withdraw all the garrisons, that the Epi- 
rots might be free as well as the Macedonians, Paulus 
sent small bodies of troops into the cities, and dis- 
tributed the remainder of his army in such a manner 
that it might be able to act simultaneously. At the 
same hour, the work of pillage and destruction was 
commenced throughout the country, and the peoplof 
thus taken by surprise, were unable to offer any resist- 
ance. A hundred and fifty thousand persons were 
made captive, and sold into slavery; the principal 
persons were sent to Romo, where most of them were 
condemned to death, and the walls of no less than 
seventy cities were levelled with the ground. This 
event was a death-blow to the greatness of Epirus. 

After these disastrous events, the government of 
Epirus was in the hands of Roman- prefects. Twice 
was the empire of the world contended for within the 
limits of tlie ancient dominions of Pyrrhus; by land, at 
Pharsalia ; by sea, at A ctium. On the coast of Actium, 
Octavius, the conqueror of Antony, founded Nicopo- 
lis, or the city of victory, to immortalise the battle 
which had rendered him the master of the wide domi-* 


nions of Rome. After having peopled it from the 
neighbouring^ towns, he erected superb edifices within 
its walls, organised a senate, instituted games, and con^ 
ferred on ft immunities and privileges, which in a short 
time made it one of the most flourishing cities of Epirus. 
At Nicopolis, St. Paul sowed the seeds of the Chrisr 
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tian faith, which he had previously been disseminating 
in Macedonia. 

Under Constantine the Great, Epirus formed a part 
of the province of Pannonia. Like the res^.of Greece, 
it was favoured by the emperor Julian, who repaired 
several of its cities. For several centuries all that 
history records of this province is, that it was succes- 
sively ravaged by merciless invaders. Alaric, Attila, 
the Huns, the Vandals, and the Bulgarians, swept 
over it like a tempest. Towards the latter end of th6 
ninth century, the Bulgarians succeeded in establish- 
ing themselves in Epirus, and forming a kingdom ; 
and though they sustained a severe defeat from Basil 
II., who was surnamed the Bulgarian- killer, they 
maintained their ground. In the eleventh century, 
Robert Guiscard and liis son Bohemond led their 
Normans hither, and it is immediately after the 
battle of Durazzo that we find the first mention of 
Albanians as inhabitants of Epirus. 

The conquest of Constantinople by the Franks, in 
1204, gave rise to the despotate of Epirus, of which 
loannina was the capital. The narrative of what 
occurred during the existence of the despotate, we 
shall postpone to the third chapter, which contains 
the description of loannina, and the vicissitudes of 
that city, and shall pass over to the next great event 
in the annals of Epirus, or, as we must begin to call 
it, of Albania. We have now arrived at the glorious 
struggle which was maintained by Scanderbeg against 
the Turkish power, when that power was yet in all 
its youthful vigour. 

Among the petty princes, or despots) of Albania, 
^ho submitted to Amuratli, was John Castriot. He 
ruled over a small territory, in the north of Albania, 
which was then called Emathia, and now forms the 
district of Moghlena. Its capital was Croia, about 
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midway between Berat and Scutari, situated updn a 
hill, and strongly fortified: Ak-hissar is its modem 
appellation. The country round is covered with 
woody mountains, and intersected by difficult passes 

When ^ohn Castriot yielded to the arms of Amu- 
rath, he was compelled to pay an annual tribute, and 
send his four sons as hostages to the sultan s court. 
Three of the children died in their infancy; the fourth, 
George Castriot, gained the favour of A mural h, who 
had him brought up in the Mussulman faith, and 
intrusted him with high command. The youth, how- 
ever, remained attached in secret to the religion of his 
fathers. His valour and bodily strength acquired for 
him the surname of Iskenderbeg, or prince Alexander, 
whence is derived his popular appellation of Scander- 
beg. On the death of his father, Scanderbeg, who 
had then nearly reached his thirtieth year, expected 
that he should be allowed to take possession of bis 
inheritance; but the sultan perfidiously seized it, sent 
a governor to Croia, and employed Scanderbeg to 
combat against the Hungarian army. 

Great as was the peril of the attempt, Scanderbeg 
resolved to hazard everything for the recovery of his 
birth-right. All being prepared for his flight from 
the Turkish camp, he paved the way for his success 
by a deed, the commission of one part of which it is' 
impossible not to regret that he should have thought 
necessary to his safety. With his cimeter suspended 
over the head of Amurath's secretary of state, he 
compelled him to sign and seal an order to the 
governor of Croia to deliver up the fortress, and all 
the country^ dependent on it, to the bearer, who was 
deputed by the sultan. As soon as the signature w^ 
affixed 4o the instrument, Scanderbeg stretched tne 
unfortunate secretary lifeless on the ground. 

Scanderbeg reached the neighbourliood of Crt^ia in 
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4ayfl, left in a forest six hundred men whom 
he had hastily collected, and then proceeded to the 
city, the keys of which were delivered to him by the 
unsuspecting governor. In the course of the night 
he introduce his Mlowers, and the Turfiish garri- 
son was put to the sword. This took place towards 
the close of November, 1443. The massacre of the 
Turks at Croia was succeeded by that of the Ottomans 
in the surrounding towns. In less than a month, all 
the strong places of the country, with the exception 
of Sfetigrad, were in the hands of Scanderbeg. His 
next step was to convoke a meeting of the numerous 
Christian tributary princes of this part of Albania. 
He was unanimously recognised as their leader, and 
an army of seven thousand foot and three thousand 
horse was brought into the field by the confederates. 

The, Turkish army of forty thousand men, com- 
manded by a leader named Ali Pasha, advanced rapidly 
to suppress the revolt. Scanderbeg, who by this time 
was at the head of fifteen thousand men, took post in 
the Lower Dibra, and allowed the enemy to move 
through the passes. But, as soon as they were 
enclosed within a circle of mountains, he began his 
atteck upon them. Hotly cannonaded from the 
heights, harassed by the Christians in the plain, and 
nnable, from the confined space, to bring their strength 
into efficient action, the Turks were utterly routed. 
Barletius, doubtless witli much exaggeration, states 
that twenty-two thousand of them lay dead on the 
field. It is certain the victory was complete. 

The Hungarian war, and the abdication of Amu- 
rath, afforded a short breatliiug-time to Scanderbeg* 
On the renewal of the war, he successively defeated 
t^o Turkish generals, and drove them fromcEpirus; 
He was next engaged in a contest with the Venetians, 
who had seized upon the fortress of Dayna^ but he 
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made peace, in order to oppose the Ottomans, 
were again advancing into his territory. A sangui - 
nary battle ensued, and Mustafa, the Turkish general, 
was overthrown, with the loss of ten thousand men. 

To wipeiDff the disgrace of these defeats, Amurath 
himself took the field, in 1449, with an army of a 
hundred thousand men. He began the campaign by 
the sieges of Sfetigrad and Dibra. Unable to meet 
the enormous force of the sultan in battle, Scanderbeg 
wore it down by perpetual alarms and attacks. He 
displayed the most daring bravery on all occasions, 
and slew in single combat Firous Pasha, one of the 
Ottoman generals. Amurath gained the two fort- 
resses, but it was at the cost of twenty thousand of 
his best troops. As he could make no further pro- 
gress, he led back his diminished army to Adrianople. 
In the following year, however, he returned and laid 
siege to Croia. From the latter end of April till 
the middle of autumn, all the resources of war were 
employed to reduce the stubborn fortress. Repeated 
mines were sprung, and an incessant cannonade 
was kept up from artillery of immense magnitude. 
Ponderous stone bullets, such as were fired at the 
British squadron on its passage of the Dardanelles 
in 1807, appear to have been first used against th^ 
walls of Croia. The count d'Uracontes, the governor, 
baffled all the efforts of the besiegers ; nor was he to 
be moved by the twice-repeated offer of a splendid 
bribe to seduce him from bis duty. Scanderbeg, mean-> 
while, allowed not a moment's repose to the Ottomans; 
he cut oft* their convoys, penetrated nightly into their 
camp, threw succours into the place, and reduced 
them to the*necessity of covering their camp by en- 
trenchmei^ts. In a single encounter eight thousand 
of them fell. Hopeless of success in the si^, Amu- 
rath offered to leave Scanderbeg in peaceable po&es- 
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sioh of the country, on condition of his paying a small 
annual tribute. The offer was disdainfully rejected. 
Foiled in all his atk^mpts, the sultan decamped; but, 
in its retrograde injirch through the mountains, his 
army suffered severely from his indefatigable enemy. 

During the next eleven years, the life of Scanderbeg 
was a series of astonishing exertions and almost uni- 
form successes. Though Mohammed, after his acces- 
sion to the throne, was too much occupied in giving 
the last mortal blows to the Greek empire to allow of 
his concentrating his efforts against the hero of Alba- 
nia, he continued the war on a less extensive scale. 
At length, Scanderbeg sustained a defeat, and was 
compelled to raise the siege of Albanian Belgrade, by 
^an overpowering Turkish force, under the command 
of Sewali. This reverse was embittered by the deser- 
tion of Moses of Dibra, one of his old companions in 
arms, which was followed by that of his nephew Ham- 
za, to both of whom Mohammed confided armies, to 
act against the Albanian prince. Moses was so com- 
pletely routed by Scanderbeg, that, despairing of par- 
don from the sultan, he threw himself at the feet of 
the victor, and was forgiven. Hamza, at the head of 
forty thousand men, next encountered his uncle, who 
had only eleven thousand. The battle was fought on 
the plain of Alessio, and it terminated in the destruc- 
tion of the Turkish army, three-fourths of which lay 
stretched on the field. This event brous^ht about a 
truce with the sultan, during the continuance of which 
Scanderbeg visited the court of Ferdinand, king of 
Naples, and aided him in the war against the king 
of France. In 1461, the truce was coi^verted into a 
j)eace, by which Scanderbeg was left in full and free 
possession of Albania. 

The treaty continued unbroken for three years ; nor 
mult the violation of it be attributed to Mohammed. 
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The war was recommenced by Scanderbeg. Pope 
Pius II. had preached d crusade against the Turks ; 
and, at the solicitation of the Venetian ambassador, 
the papal^egate, and his friend and counsellor, the 
archbishop of Durazzo, the Albanian prince resumed 
his arms. Paolo Angelo, the archbishop, was the main 
actor in this affair, and he is said to have quieted the 
scruples of his friend by the detestable doctrine, that 
faith is not to be kept with an unbeliever. A cardi- 
nal’s hat was the reward of his convenient logic. 

The first general whom the sultan despatched into 
Albania was Scherametbeg. With only ten thousand 
men, Scanderbeg defeated him near Ochrida, and slew 
as many Turks as there were combatants in his own 
army. To repair this cheek, Mohammed sent eighteen 
thousand men, headed by Balaban Badera, who hai 
distinguished himself at the storming of Constanti- 
nople, where he was the first to mount the breach. 
Balaban began by obtaining a considerable advantage 
over his adversary. But he did not long enjoy his 
triumph ; he was completely overthrown, and with 
difficulty eftected his escape. In this action Scan- 
derbeg was severely wounded. Undismayed by his 
disaster, Balaban returned with a fresh army, and 
was again put to the rout. From the field of vic- 
tory Scanderbeg was hastily summoned, to stop the 
progress of Yacub, who, with sixteen thousand men, 
had penetrated on the side of Berat, and was wasting 
the country with fire and sword. The Albanian 
prince came up with him near the river Argilata, 
slew him in single combat, and nearly annihilated 
the Turkish host ; four thousand fell, six thousand 
were taken prisoners. Scanderbeg returned to Croijg 
amidst <!ie plaudits of his subjects. 

Resolved to overwhelm his enemy, Mohammed in 
person, with a hundred thousand men, entered the 
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doitiinions of Scanderbeg in June 1465. After having 
reduced Sfetigrade, Belgrade^ and some other places, 
but not without a heavy loss of men, he sat down 
before Croia. Day and night he was harassed by 
Scanderbeg, who was posted in the n^ghbouring 
mountains. At last, tired of a siege in which he 
made no progress, Mohammed departed, leaving 
Balaban with eighty thousand troops, to blockade 
the city. Learning that Yunis was advancing with 
a reinforcement to join his brother Balaban, Scan- 
derbeg fell upon him, scattered his division, and took 
him captive, together with his son Khizr. He then 
loaded his two captives with chains, and exposed 
them to the view of the blockading troops. The 
Ottomans were struck with consternation at the 
sight, and before they could recover from it they 
were attacked by their enemy. Balaban was mor- 
tally wounded, the blockade of Croia was abandoned, 
and, before it could effect its retreat through the de- 
files, a fearful havoc was made in the imperial army. 

This was the last battle of Scanderbeg. He died 
shortly after at Alessio, on the 14th of January, 1467, 
at the age of sixty -three. His son, Jbhn Castriot, 
then a minor, succeeded him, under the guardianship 
of the Venetians. John did not long enjoy his sove- 

expelled from it by Mohammed, in 
1477, and took refuge in the kingdom of Naples, 
with many of his subjects, who would not submit to 
the Mussulman yoke. The surrender of Scutari, and 
its subsequent cession to the sultan by the Venetians, 
may be considered as putting the finishing stroke to 
the conquest of Albania. 

^ The doctrines of Mahomet made but a slow pro - 
gress among the Albanians for a considerable time 
after the country had submitted to the Turks. It was 
not till towards the close of the sixteenth century that 
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they be^n to make numerous proselytes; at that 
period the Porte promulgated a law, which assured 
the possession of their property to those Albanian 
families who would bring up one of their children in 
the Mussullhan faith. This law was productive of 
two results : the one, that a far less number of Turks 
settled in Epirus than in the rest of Turkey ; the 
other, that it caused a vast proportion of property to 
be transferred into the hands of the Mussulmans. So 
great was its ulterior effect, that, at various periods, 
villages, towns, and even whole districts, were seen 
voluntarily renouncing the religion of their fathers, in 
order to obtain a few political advantages. On the 
other hand, the Christians, by ranging themselves 
among the warriors of the Crescent, were exonerated 
from the odious tribute of the Karatch, and acquired ^ 
many franchises and immunities. Thus both mosques 
and churches are to be found among the Albanians, 
but the frequenters of the former are as little acknow- 
ledged by the Turks for true Mussulmans, as those 
of the latter are allowed by the Greeks to be ortho- 
dox Christians. 

The Albanians, once so hostile to the Turkish 
sway, have long been devoted to the sultans, and are 
become not only their bravest warriors, but the most 
faithful and incorruptible of subjects. Ever since the 
time of Bajazet and Amurath, they have held rank in 
the corps of Janissaries, and distinguished themselves 
in innumerable battles ; and for centuries they have 
been to be met with in all the pashaliks of the Otto- 
man empire, and in the Barbary provinces, as sub- 
sidised volunteers, known by the name of Arnauts. 

Albania is bounded on the west, for more than two 
hundred i^jiles, by the Adriatic and Ionian seas. Its 
north and north-west limits are Bosnia, Servia, and 
Turkish Dalmatia ; its east and south-east fronti^ is 
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Riimeli or Rumelia ; and its southern, the gulf of 
Arta. It is an exceedingly mountainous country, full 
of defiles and deep ravines, some of the mountains 
rising to the height of between four and five thousand 
feet. The principal rivers are theBoyana, tJieDrin, and 
the Voiussa; of which the first has a course of more 
than a hundred miles, the second, between a hundred 
and fifty and a hundred and sixty, and the third, of a 
hundred and thirty. In the lower regions of Albania 
the climate is nearly of the Italian temperature, but is 
subject to droughts and violent north winds ; south 
of forty degrees latitude, it is colder than in Greece. 
Of its commerce we shall speak when we come to 
describe the capital of AH Pasha. The population is 
supposed to consist of about a million and a quarter 
of souls. 

Though the name of Albanians is that by which 
they are generally known throughout Europe, the 
appellation is not recognised by the natives; they call 
themselves Skipetars, and their country Skiperi. Their 
language is peculiar to themselves, and bears no resem - 
blance to any of the idioms of the neighbouring nations. 
They are divided into tribes, of which the principal 
are the Guegucs ; the Mirdites, who are of the Latin 
church ; the Toske, Toskides, orToxides; the Tzami; 
and the Liape, which is the poorest, and the most dirty 
and predatory of them all. 

The Albanians are of middle stature, muscular, 
erect, agile, stately in their walk and carriage, fond of 
ornaments, dancing, and music, frugal in their mode of 
living, and eager to acquire money, but not for the 
purpose of hoarding. ‘‘An Albanian Turk was asked 
in our hearing,” says Mr, Hobhouse, “ what he liked 
best. — ‘ Wine ? * ‘ No.’ — ‘ Pistols? ’ ‘ No/ — ‘ W omen ? ’ 
‘ No, no.’ — ‘ What then ? ’ ‘ Why,’ replied \lie young 
man with great frankness, ‘I like money best ; because 
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with that I can get all those things you mention, 
whenever, and as much of them, as I want.’ ” — Their 
women, who are almost all of them without education, 
and speak no other than their native tongue, are con- 
sidered,” adds Mr. Hobhouse, “as their cattle, and are 
used as such, being, except the xery superior sort^ 
obliged to labour, and often punished with blows.” 
In other countries the estimation in which a thing is 
held increases with the scarcity of it ; as far as regards 
women, it is not so in Albania. Females are less 
numerous than males, and a man there does not get a 
portion with his wife, but must give one; and, conse- 
quently, he is obliged to get together about a thousand 
piastres before he can expect to bo married. As he 
buys his wife, he probably thinks that he has “a right 
to do what he will with his own.” ' 

“The Albanians have, in general,” says M. de 
Vaudoncourt, “preserved the military dress of the 
Romans. They wear a tunic, held together by a sash 
or girdle, which at the same time bears their pistol, 
poniard, and two small cartridge-boxes filled with 
ammunition ; a coat of mail without sleeves, on which 
galoons and embroidery have taken the place of iron 
network ; a species of doliman or hussar’s jacket, 
which is pendent, and not fastened before ; a large 
cloak without sleeves, which they wear at all times; 
a pair of narrow pantaloons, something similar to 
the caracallse introduced during the middle ages 
among the Roman military, and which are partly 
covered by the tunic ; buskins similar to those seen 
in ancient monuments representing Roman soldiers, 
tied to the pantaloons by a leather strap, to which 
hang three Ornaments formed into bunches out of 
gilt silvej. Their head-^dress consists of a red skull- 
cap, generally enveloped with a shawl, more or less 
rich, in the form of a turban, and which at the same 
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time serves for the purposes of a knapsack, a handker- 
chief, and a nightcap. 

‘‘ The Albanian soldiers, accustomed to the cold 
temperature of their mountains, and dressed in a cloak 
of some considerable thickness, dread neitlter cold nor 
heat, which they equally withstand without changing 
their clothes. In the winter, wrapped up in their cloaks, 
and in the summer, extended on them, they sleep on the 
hard ground ; they seldom take pains to construct bar- 
racks for themselves, and still more rarely make use of 
tents. They are extremely sober; and their military 
ration, consisting of two pounds of flour of maize, 
wheat, or buckwheat, and this frequently reduced to 
one half, is sufficient for them, with a few black olives 
or pilchards, which they purchase out of their pay, of 
which they are extremely economical. They rarely 
receive meat, and still more so wine. With the excep- 
tion of some rich beys, who dress with a certain degree 
of elegance, the Albanian soldiers are in general meanly 
clad. They wear their clothes till they fall to pieces in 
rags, and a dirty tunic is among them a si^n of bravery. 
They are more active than the Osmanlis, or original 
Turks, among whom they enjoy such renown, that there 
is not a pasha of any consequence who is not desirous of 
having some of these Arnauts in his pay. They are in 
general brave, and ready to run into danger, and the 
fear of death makes no impression upon them. Amidst 
a number of examples tending to corroborate this 
assertion, the author will only quote one fact which 
happened in his own presence. An individual of the 
Liapis clan, being condemned to death, was brought out 
to be conveyed to the place of execution, which was si- 
tuated without the walls of Prevesa. Being arrived 
about midway, he passed by a large fig-tree,, ^ ‘ Why,' 
said he to those who conducted him, ‘ do you wish me to 
travel half a league further in the hott^t part of the 
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day ? Can't you hang me here ?' This favour Vas 
granted him, and he himself put the rope about his 
own neck. A few hours afterwards, another Liapis 
passed by the same place, and seeing that the clothes 
of the decAsed were better than his own, with the 
greatest indilierence he began to undress him, and 
exchanged them for his own rags. 

‘‘ The Albanian soldiers, however, have the defect 
of being vain and presumptuous, of exaggerating the 
recital of their own feats, and even frequently of 
boasting of imaginary victories. The title of honour, in 
which they take the greatest delight, is ihdX oi palekar% 
w’hich signifies brave. With regard to the tributary 
and disarmed Greeks, they take pleasure in calling 
them by the appellation of more^ which is synonymous 
with moros^ foolish. In their expeditions they have* 
no idea, of regular discipline, and even do not know 
what it is to l)e placed in rank and file. Eacli troop 
collects around its respective chief, and fights sepa- 
rately from its neighbouring one. They usually enter 
tlie battle with shrieks and reproaches, in which they 
delight, something like the heroes of Homer, and then 
the fire commences entirely at the will of the soldiers. 
After the battle has lasted for some time., a suspension 
of arms usually takes place, when the invectives and 
reproaches again commence ; successively aftejrwards 
the engagement is resumed, and if at the expiration of 
some time neither party has been com})elled to retreat, 
they come to close quarters, and make use of their 
atagans and sabres. Their marches are equally as dis- 
orderly as their order of battle, and frequently a column 
of six thousand men occupies a space of ground equal 
to five or si:?* leagues. The usual arms of the Alba- 
nians aie two pistols, which they carry in their sash oi 
girdle ; ati atagan, or a species of cutlass slightly bent 
forwards, the cutting part of which is in the conca)i;ity, 
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an® something resembling the liarpion of the ancient 
Greeks ; a sabre, bent backwards, hung to a bolt, and 
placed horizontally ; and also along musket, of the cali- 
bre of from five-eighths to seven-eighths (^an ounce. 

The exclusive professions of the AlDanians are 
those of shepherd, agriculturist, and warrior. There is 
still a fourth which might beadded, since they follow it 
as much as the other three, and this is that of robber*. 
This trade is to them a kind of schooling in the art of 
war, whence the name of klephtes or robber, is by no 
means a reproach among them, and the most celebrated 

* The reader must not affix to the term klephle, or robber, quite 
the same stigma that belongs to it in mote civilised} countries. 

The ArniatoJi, or Greek militia/^ says Lieutenant-colonel Leake, 
“ was an establisliment of the Byzantine emjnre ; their most impor- 
tant employment was to keep the roads free from danger, and to 
guard the mountain passes, which are so frequent in Greece, and 
of so much military importance. I’he Ottomans found it neces- 
sary to maintain the same kind of police ; in some instances the 
inhabitants of tl»e district adjacent to the passes were made respon- 
sible for the safety of the roads, were authorised to maintain 
nrmatoli, for this purpose, and, in consideration of the trust and 
expense, were allowed certain privileges ; such as that of being 
exempted from the customary burthen of entertaining persons tm- 
velling in the service or under the protection of the government.*’ 
“ As some of the most secluded districts of Northern Greece held 
out against Ali till the last, and as his armatoll werejoften provoked 
by his avarice and treachery to join the armed insurgents, his habitual 
opponents, the klephtes, were never entirely suppressed. And hence 
it will be easily understood that the armatuli and klephtes of Greece 
differed only in the circumstances in which they were placed ; and 
that, although the latter weic often obliged by necessity to resort 
to plunder, and to imitate the cruelty of their opponents, they 
were less to be considered us robbers, than as rebels against the 
government. Like the pirates of the ^.gean, in the early ages of 
Greece, their name carried no disgi’acc with it. On the contrary, 
their cause being connected with the assertion of national and Chris- 
tian freedom against infidel oppression, and their Ifife being passed in 
eontinual dangers, amidst the most romantic scenery, were calculated 
to call forth the poetical and enthusiastic spirit inherent in the 
people, and to keep alive among them the love of liberty and the 
hop» of independence," 
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chiefs of banditti are sure to make their fortunes and 
arrive at honours, in testimony of which, we have Ali 
Pasha. Tills idea is so deeply imprinted among them, 
and the ex^ples are so frequent, that an Albanian of 
this class, when asked what occupation he follows, will 
gravely answer tfiai eyo K\e(l)T€i^ I am a robber. This 
custom is not, however, general in all the cantons of 
{Southern Albania. The Liapis, indeed, scarcely follow 
any other calling, but the Philates have very few ban- 
ditti among them. The Zagoriats, successors of the 
Pelagonians, and .who have voluntarily submitted to the 
pashasof loannina, know nothing of brigandage. Mild 
and hospitable, they have preserved tlie rigorous 
manners and character of the ancient Greeks ; but, 
although the fierce and unfeeling qualities noticed 
among the other Albanians have disappeared from 
among them, they are not the less brave." 


CHAPTER II. 

Ancestors of Ali — State of Albanian Society — Grandfather and 
Father of Ali — All’s early years — Precepts of Khamco his 
Mother— Her Projects — Atrocious Injury done to her and her 
daughter Shainitza — Early Struggles of Ali — Singular Event 
which enabled him to retrieve his Losses — He is taken Prisoner 

Acquires the Friendship of Kurd Pasha — Ho marries Enaina 

His Treacliery to Capehui — Mairiage of Shainitza — His Stratagem 
to obtain possession of Tepeloni — Murder of Shainitza s Hus- 
band — His perfidious Conduct to Selim — He is made Pasha of 
Tiikala, and Inspector of Roads and Passes — He serves against 
the Russians — Enters into a Correspondence with Prince Po^m.- 
kin — Death of his Mother — Machinations by which he obtained 
the Pashalik di loannina. 

The pi^pcise period at which Ali Pasha first saw the 
light it is now impossible to ascertain ; but it appears 
to be certain that he was bom between the years IT 40 
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and 1750, and probably nearer to the earliest than the 
latest of these dates. It was, no doubt, policy that 
made him always affect to appear younger than he 
really was. To have owned to extreme age might 
have afforded encouragement to his numermis enemies, 
who would have calculated upon his exertions being 
relaxed, and his course being speedily terminated. 

The birthplace of Ali was Tepeleni or Tebelen*, 
about thirty miles to the south-east of Avloiia, and 
seventy miles to the north-west of loannina. It is 
seated on the left bank of the Voiussa, the ancient 
Abus, in a gloomy and treeless valley, surrounded by 
bleak and desert mountains, and subject to violent 
hurricanes. It fell under the sway of the Turks in 
1401, and for centuries continued obscure and of little 
'im])ortance, till it was at length raised into importance 
by being the natal place of Ali, and was enlarged 
and embellished by the partiality of the triumphant 
pasha. 

Some uncertainty hangs also over the origin of his 
family. The surname borne by the family is Hissas ; 
and he affirmed that he was descended from Issa, or 
4osus,thehead of an ancient Natolian race, who passed 
ft om Asia Minor into Epirus, with the hordes of that 
[lajazet whose rapid movements and destructive pro- 
gress gained for him the appellation Ilderim or bght- 
ning. Of this, however, he could give no proof. It 
would, on the contrary, seem to be indubitable, that 
Ali was of an Albanian stock. His ancestors, who 
were of the race of the Toxides, are believed to have 
held, from time immemorial, the rank of beys, or 
lords, at Tepeleni, and to have distinguished them- 
selves as leaders of their countrymen in predatory and 
private warfare. Their pedigree, however, can be 

^ M. Von Hammer, wboee authority is of great weight, declaies 
tJie .;)ropcr name of this place to be DepeUelen. 
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traced back no further than towards the close of tlie 
fifteenth century. 

The first of Ali*s progenitors, whose name history 
has preseryed, lived at a much later period, and 
won a more honourable fame than that of a chief of 
robbers. This was Mouctar, grandfather of Ali. lie 
rose to the dignity of a pasha of two tails, and com- 
manded a Turkish division at the siege of Corfu, in 
17 16, where he signalised himself by his courage, but 
was finally slain, in one of tiie desperate contests 
between the besiegers and the garrison under the 
gallant count Schulemberg. He had scaled the ram- 
parts of the fortress, and fell while encouraging his 
troops to follow him. He left three sons, Salek, 
Mehemet, and Yoli. 

At the period when Mouctar fell, Albania was not 
yet under the rule of an absolute vizier. The Alba- 
nians consequently enjoyed a considerable portion of 
rude freedom. Each district, and frequently each 
town, was a species of self-governed republic, divided 
into pharas, or yiarties ; and the authority of the 
liashas, ajipointed by the Porte, was likewise counter- 
poised by great feudatories. Such being the state of 
things, the Ottoman government did not place entire 
reliance on even its Mahometan subjects in this pro- 
vince. It strove to balance and restrain them, by 
forming bands of Christian Armatoles, to act as a 
sort of police ; which bands, however, were under 
the orders of Osmanli pashas. But this measure of 
j/rocaution was only partially successful. Hating and 
suspecting the Turkish pashas, both the Mahometan 
and Christian Albanians perpetually combined to 
thwart their proceedings, circumscribe their authority, 
and prevent them from extending the term of their 
sway beyond the lunar year, to which it was limited 
by the commission of the sultan. The efforts of the 
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coi^esced parties generally succeeded ; so far so, in- 
deed, that, in consequence of them, the deposition of 
the pashas themselves was not unfrequently procured 
from the Porte. “ But scarcely were they relieved,’' 
says M. Pouqueville, ‘‘ from the fears whicn the pashas 
had inspired, than the fickle Schipetars turned their 
arms against each otlier, tribe against tribe, Armatoles 
against Armatoles, so that no tranquillity was ever 
known. Notwithstanding the collision which it occa- 
sioned, this state of anarchy, in the wars arising from 
which little blood was shed, had the advantage of 
keeping up a warlike spirit among the Epirots, and 
especially of rendering them attentive to the mainte- 
nance of their liberties, of which they were exceedingly 
jealous. Slaves everywhere else, the Christians, by 
'being ranked among the Armatoles and the warriors 
in the pay of the nobl(;s, were freed from the servile 
tribute of the karatch, knew nothing of the sultan but 
his name, and enjoyed paHicular respect among the 
Turks, whom they sometimes made tremble. They 
had, by their courage, preserved the patrimony of 
their ancestors, and they had obtained free districts, 
the privilege of nominating the officers by whom they 
would be commanded, and franchises founded on spe- 
cial grants from the sultan. Such was in those days 
the political situation of E]nrus.’' 

This anomalous condition of society, though it 
might be favourable to the liberties of the Albanians, 
was fatally calculated to stimulate the passions, cor- 
rupt the morals, and harden the heart. Its maleficent 
influence was powerfully seconded by the Mussulman 
practice of polygamy, which is destructive of all the 
domestic affections. It is justly obser^^ed, by Pou- 
queville, that the fraternal spirit which anin^tes bre- 
thren sprung from the same blood is never felt by 
the oflPspring of polygamy ; that every child of the 
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latter class has as many stepdames as his father^) as 
wives; that, from inhmey, each takes part in the 
quarrels of the harem, espouses the quarrels and 
interests of liis mother, and looks upon the progeny 
of another^oman as strangers or as enemies ; and 
tliat thence, in the very dawn of life, vindictive feel- 
ings are engendered, which, in process of time, never 
fail to break out in sanguinary deeds, especially when 
the decease of the father allows them to be mani- 
fested without control. So it was with the three 
sons of the slain Mouctar. 

The patrimony which Mouctar left to his heirs 
produced an annual income of six thousand piastres, 
between seven and eight hundred pounds. In a 
country where the necessaries of existence were pur- 
chasable at a trifling price, this sum was suflicient 
for every purpose of comfort. But it was far from 
adequate to keep up the rank of beys, whose expen- 
diture for the support of armed followers, domestic 
retainers, and horses, was necessarily large. The 
scantiness of their pecuniary means speedily intro- 
duced discord among the brothers. Salek and Me- 
hemet, the two eldest, looked with an evil eye upon 
Veli, whom they considered as robbing them of a 
portion of the means of greatness. He -was likewise 
the son of a slave ; and though, by the Turkish law, 
he was equally entitled with his brothers to a share 
of the inheritance, their pride, and still more their 
thirst of gold, made them regard him as an inferior, 
and an enemy. Arms were resorted to by them, and 
Veli was at length driven from his home. 

Thus cast naked upon the world, Veli proceeded to 
act on the s^^stem which “ mine ancient Pistol deter- 
mined t^ adopt — “this world's mine oyster, which x 
with sword will open he commenced klephte or 
robber, a trade with which we may believe that he 
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was already not wholly unacquainted. Whatever 
were his defects, want of daring and activity was not 
among them. He carried on his depredations with 
such spirit and good fortune, that, in th^course of a 
few years, he not only enriched himself, but gathered 
round him a band of hardy, unscrupulous, and 
attached partisans, ready to undertake any enterprise 
which their leader might command. 

The long-desired moment was now come when he 
could take veno:eance for the wrongs which he had 
sutTered, ‘ He had met with but little mercy from 
Salek and Mehemet, and he resolved to show them 
still less. Conducting his followers to Tepeleni, he 
easily forced his way into the town, and compelled 
his brothers to seek for shelter in their castle, which 
they barricaded, and essayed to defend. Hut their 
resistance was unavailing ; and, the doors of their 
abode being broken open, they fled to^a pavilion. 
Thither they were pursued by the furious Ycli, who 
consummated his revenge by setting fire to the pavi- 
lion, and seeing tliem perish in the flames. 

After this fratricidal triumph, Yeli fixed his residence 
at Tepeleni, of wliich he became the principal Aga. 
He relinquished, at least for a while, the hazardous 
occupation of a robber. He had already offspring 
by a slave ; but policy prom})ted him to strengthen his 
interest by an alliance wnth some powerful house. 
Khamco, daughter of a bey of Konitza, was the object 
of his choice, and her congenial nature rendered her a 
partner worthy of him. By this marriage he acquired a 
connexion with several of the chief Toscarian families, 
and especially with Kurd Pasha, vizier of Berat, who 
was said to be descended from the race of *^Scanderbeg. 

Yeli now obtained the dignity of sandjiak ofcDelvino, 
a considerable town, several leagues to the southward 
of Tepeleni. But his prosperity was not of long con- 
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tinuance. Either his own conduct, or the Intrigues of 
his enemies, drew on him the displeasure of the l\)rte, 
and he was superseded in his office by Selim Bey. At 
the same tyie, he was engaged in virulent quarrels 
with his neighbours; quarrels which proliably arose 
fromhishaving resumed his habits of making free with 
the property of others. Flocks of sheep and goats are 
said to have been occasionally swept off by his anncd 
bands. The beys of Kaminitza, Klissura, Premiti, and 
Argyro Castro, confederated against him ; and, though 
he made an obstinate resistance, he at last succumbed, 
and the greatest part of his inheritance was wrested 
from him. He died soon after, at the age of forty-live. 
His death is attributed by some to excessive fatigue 
and a broken heart', and by others, to bacchanalian 
excesses. By Kliamco he left two children, Ali,* 
who became so celebrated, and a daughter, named 
Shainitza ; Jiy his favourite slave, three children re- 
mained. 

TJie boyhood of Ali gave evident indications that it 
would be succeeded by a dark and tumultuous man- 
hood. By one who knew him in his early years his 
character is thus described. His turbulent dispo- 
sition was manifest from the very moment of his 
quitting the harem ; for there was remarked in him a 
petulance and activity which are not usual in young 
Turks, who are naturally haughty and of sedate man- 
ners. V Whenever he could steal out of the paternal 
mansion, it was for the purpose of traversing the moun- 
tains, over which he wandered in the midst of forests 
and tracts of snow. It w^as in vain that his father 
endeavoured to fix the attention of Ali. Equally obsti- 
nate and incibcile, he escaped from the hands of hi^ 
tutor, wl^m he even maltreated, whenever he thought 
he could do so with impunity. It was not till he grew 
up to be a youth, and had lost his father, that he 
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wofild learn to read, and appeared to be somewbat 
tamed. He then turned his affections towards his 
mother ; he complied with her slightest wishes, and 
had no other rule than her advice. Abo^ all things, 
she taught him to hate his half-brothers ^ sedulously 
fomenting in his heart the jealous passions which 
were boiling within it.*' 

The enthusiastic admiration and attachment with 
which, at his outset in life, Khamco inspired her son, 
remained undiminished to the close of his existence. 
To sound her praises was his delight. I owe,*' 
said he, to the French consul, “ every thing to my 
mother, for, when he died, my father left me only a 
mere doghole and a few fields. Fired by the counsels 
of her who twice gave me life, — since it was she who 
^ade me a man and a vizier ^ — my imagination re- 
vealed to me the secret of my destiny. From that 
moment Tepeleni was nothing more in my eyes than 
the natal eyry, from which I was to swoop down 
upon the prey which in idea I already devoured. I 
dreamt of nought but power, treasures, palaces, — in 
shoii;, of that which time has realised, and that which 
it still proniisf's ; for the point at which I have 
arrived is not the summit of my hopes.** 

The purport of the precepts delivered by Khamco to 
her son may almost be summed up in a few emphatic 
words, which Shakspeare puts into the mouth of the 
weird sisters in Macbeth — ‘‘ Be bloody, bold, and 
resolute.'* We have seen with what demoniacal malig- 
nity she laboured to excite him against his half- 
brothers; and, too impatient to wait for his tardy aid, 
she is even suspected to have put an end to the eldest of 
them by poison, and to have reduced £he second to 
imbecility by similar means. Devoid of all jprinciple, 
practised in simulating and dis8iinulating,unforgivingly 
vindictive, and regarding power and wealth, by what - 
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ever means attained, as the supreme good, Khainco 
was an instructress whose lessons could not fail to 
render her pupil one of the scourges of mankind. 
Success, sly incessantly told him, sanctified every 
thing. ‘‘ ^y son,*' exclaimed she, “ he who does not 
defend his patrimony deserves to lose it. Remember, 
that the property of others belongs to tliem only by 
the right of the strongest, and if you can wrest it from 
them, it belongs to you." By inculcating doctrines of 
a similar kind, she is affirmed to have likewise encou- 
raoed him to indulge freely in the most licentious 
excesses. Like the Roman empress, Julia Domna *, 
(who, however, was most probably, in this instance, 
calumniated), she boldly taught that, to men in high 
station, all that was pleasing w'as lawful. 

Khamco was not a mere theorist; she had courage 
enough to execute any plan which her interest or her 
feelings could suggest. During thelife-time of her hus- 
band, she gave, indeed, no signs of being qualified to act 
the part of a heroine; but no sooner were his eyes closed 
in death than her latent spirit blazed forth. Far from 
being intimidated by the calamitous circumstanced in 
which she was placed, she not only resolved to stem 
the torrent of ill fortune which threatened to over- 
whelm her, but also, hopeless as the design might 
seem, to restore her family to its pristine splendour. 
Abandoning at once the habits of her sex, she threw 
aside the distaff’ and the veil, and appeared in anns. 
With an Amazonian spirit, she put herself at the head 
of her late husband’s remaining followers, and she is 
said not even to have spared personal blandishments 

* QufB quunf easet pulcherrima, et quasi per negligentiam se 
maxima corporis parte nudasset, dixissetquo Antoninus, “ Vcllemf 
si liceret : respondisse fertur, “ Si libet, licet. An ncacis te itu- 
peratorem ease, et leges dare, non accipere ? ** -Spar Harms in 

Caracalla, 
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an^ favours, to Increase the number of her partisans. 
By her arts she succeeded in gathering round her a 
formidable band, to which she fervently recommended 
the cause of her favourite son ; nor did ^^e delay to 
try, in various skirmishes, her strength against the 
enemies of her race. In her excursions she was ac - 
companied by Ali, whose wrath and eagerness for 
plunder she never failed to rouse, by pointing out to 
him the lands of which he had been despoiled, and 
the territories of the despoilers. 

The growing resources and influence of this daring 
female, and her evidently ambitious schemes, at length 
excited alarm in the tribes which dwelt in the neigh- 
bourhood of Chormovo and Gardiki. As any longer 
delay in putting a stop to her career might endanger 
their independence, they began to make preparations 
for combating the haughty widow of Tvpchni But, 
awake to their intentions, Khamco anticipated these 
new enemies by an instant declaration of war. Lead- 
ing her clans against them, she set every danger at 
defiance, sometimes fought, and perpetually intrigued, 
and for a considerable time severely harassed them 
by her hostilities and her equally prejudicial arts. 
Finally, however, her good fortune deserted her, and 
absolute ruin appeared to be inevitable. Having fallen 
into an ambush, she was made prisoner, along with 
Ali and Shainitza her daughter, and they were thrown 
into a dungeon at Gardiki. 

Disastrous as was the situation of the captives, the 
misery of the females was soon wofully aggravated 
by their being subjected to the last and worst insult 
which can he inflicted on their sex. Both Khamco 
^nd her daughter were exposed to the hbrror of vio- 
lation, and compelled to suffer the brutal en^braces of 
the principal inhabitants. The vengeance which this 
act called forth was long delayed, but it was terrible. 
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The prisoners would perhaps have spent the rosl of 
their days in slavery, brooding over their misfortunes, 
and writhing under the tyranny of their captors, had 
they not bjpn restored to liberty by the benevolence 
of Malicovo, a Greek merchant of Argyro Castro, 
who advanced for their ransom a sum amounting to 
nearly four thousand pounds sterling. They were 
thus enabled to return once more to their native 
place"'^. 

After her return to Tepeleni, Khamco ceased per- 
sonally to take part in the civil broils of Epirus. 
Her time was spent in re-establishing her fallen for- 
tunes, and training up the youthful Ali as the aven- 

f er of her wrongs. Her exertieiis were not fruitless. 

)istinguished as much for liis courage and address 
as for his apparent sweetness of disposition, Ali won 
the affections of the soldiery and of the principal vas- 
sals of his house. Eager to enter on the career of 
arms, he studied the .warlike deeds of his ancestors 
and of his fellow-countrymen, and, that he might 
acquire a stock of useful knowledge for his future 
operations, he made himself informed, in the minutest 
detail, of the strength, character, and connexions of 
his enemies. The whole of what he learned he com- 
mitted carefully to memory, and by this means he 
strengthened that faculty to such a wonderful degree 
that nothing ever escaped it ; circumstances appa- 
rently the most trivial, a name, a date, were recalled 
to mind with tlie utmost facility and correctness 
after the lapse of many years. 

Gifted with a strong constitution, and a vigorous 
intellect, it is not astonishing that Ali should acquire 
a distinguished pre-eminence in all the martial exer- 

^ M. P^uqueville asserts tbut the merchant, to whom Khamco 
and her chiidi'en were indebted for their liberty, was poisoned io 
1807, at Eleuihero Chori, by oi*der of Ali Pasha. 
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rattier scanty proportion of the former, which is com- 
mon to chiefs of his class. After having obtained some 
advantages in the vicinity of Tepeleni, he is said to 
have directed his course to the moiintaii^hain of the 
Pindus, and to have been there defeated and taken 
prisoner by tlie vizier of loannina. lie was, never- 
theless, saved from death by the policy of the vizier. 
“ The beys of loannina, of Argyro Castro, and Premiti, 
as well as Selim, pasha of Del vino,” says General de 
Yaudoncourt, “insisted that capital punisliment should 
be inflicted upon him. The vizier of loannina, how- 
ever, dreaded the beys of the very district over which 
he presided, at all times ripe for a revolt: and he 
could not confide in those of Argyro Castro and Pre- 
miti, much less in Selim, pasha of Delvino, whose 
connexions with the Yenetians rendered him ex- 
tremely liable to suspicion. He was not sorry to 
have it in his power to afford liim fresh occupation, 
and he released Ali, who gai^e him no further cause 
for uneasiness during the remainder of his days.” 

Again Ali returned to the charge, but fortune still 
continued to frown upon him. Near the sources of 
the Chelydnus, he received such a decisive defeat 
that the whole of his followers were either killed or 
dispersed, and he himself was compelled to take 
refuge alone on mount Mertzika. His cimeter and 
his horse were all that lie saved, and such was the 
state of extreme want to which he was reduced, that 
he was obliged to pledge his weapon to obtain barley 
for his starving and wearied steed. 

The wrath of his mother was again roused by his 
discomfitures, but he succeeded in appeasing it. She 
gave him a sum of money to raise anc< ther band of 
^•followers; warning him at the same time to expect 
no furtlier aid, and enjoining him either to vanquish or 
die, and never again to appear as a fugitive amidst 
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the tombs of his forefathers and his countrymen. 
Once more AH departed, and once more his hopes 
were frustrated. He directed his course a second 
time tliroug^ the valley of the Chelydnus towards 
Mount Mertzika and Premiti. A combat took place, 
and he was overthrown with heavy loss. 

Stripped of the means of retrieving his losses, and 
dreading to face his angry parent, Ali resolved to try 
his fortune in another quarter. He passed over to 
Negropont, at the head of thirty picked men, and 
entered into the service of the vizier of that island. 
Either he was ill-paid or ill-treated, or the life which 
he led there was not sufficiently adventurous and 
stimulant, for he soon quitted Negropont, and entered 
Thessaly, he resumed his occupation of a rob- 

ber. By h aringness and activity, he reaped a rich 
harvest of plunder. He then penetrated into the 
chain of Pindus, and pillaged several villages in the 
district of Zagori. In that country he also acquired 
friends, by whom his pecuniary resources were greatly 
increased. He likewise began to enter into corre- 
spondence with the Armatoles of Thessaly, EtoHa, 
and Acarnania. 

It was probably at a period subsequent to the de- 
parture of Ali from Negropont, and while he was yet 
struggling with his adverse fate, that an event occurred, 
which is related by General de Yaudoncourt; but 
which he, erroneously it would seem, dates imme- 
diately after the second combat on the Chelydnus. 
The fact itself is, indeed, denied by M. Pouqueville, 
who, somewhat unceremoniously, denominates the 
general an adventurer, and asserts that Ali himself 
told him the story was a falsehood, invented by a 
lying Gr^gk schoolmaster. But the authority of M. de 
Yaudoncourt, a man of honour and talent, who de- 
clajres that he, too, obtained his information from AH. 
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is at least equal to that of M. Pouqueville ; and, in 
speaking to the French consul, Ali, never remarkable 
for a strict adherence to truth, might choose that his 
success should be ascribed wholly to hisW)wn talents, 
instead of being considered as partly tlic work of 
blind chance. 

Ali, after a defeat, had encamped the remnant of 
his troops near a ruined chapel, not far from Yalera. 
To rest himself, as well as to meditate on the means 
of repairing liis losses, he entered the desolate build- 
ing. “ There,'' said he, I stood for a long while, pon- 
dering on my disasters, and on what could be done to 
ameliorate my situation, and comparing the weakness 
of my resources with the magnitude of those which 
were opposed to me by my enemies. While I w’as 
thus engaged, the violence of my feelings made me 
mechanically rake up the ground with the point of a 
stick w^hich I held in my hand. Suddenly, my attention 
was recalled from my thoughts by some solid body 
resisting the stick, and giving forth a sound. I ex- 
amined the hole, continued to remove the soil, and 
was so fortunate as to discover a coffer full of gold, 
which had no doubt been hidden there during one of 
the revolutions by which the country had so often 
been desolated. With this gold I took into pay two 
thousand men, and at their head I returned in 
triumph to Tepeleni." 

Whatever were the means by which he accom^ 
plished his object, it is beyond doubt that Ali revisited 
Tepeleni with his finances recruited. To enjoy his 
gains in peace was, however, repugnant to his nature, 
and he accordingly recommenced his predatory opera- 
tions with greater daring and in a wider circle than 
before. He spread his banditti among alU;he defiles 
which lead through the mountain chain of Pindus into 
Thessaly, Epirus, and Macedonia, pillaged and ran- 
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sonied travellers and caravans, levied contributions 
on the villages, and sacked several small defenceless 
towns. It is probable that, in these exploits, he 
was secon(jf&d by the Armatoles of Thessaly and 
other provinces, with whom he had entered into 
correspondence after his leaving Negropont. 

So extensive did the ravages of Ali become, tliat 
th(?y at last came to the knowledge of tlie divan. 
Orders to put an iraidediate stop to them were in 
consequence sent to Kurd Pasha, who then held the 
office of dervendji pasha, or inspector general of high- 
roads and j)a8ses. Having been worsted by the troops 
which Kurd despatched against him, Ali fell into 
their hands, and was led in bonds to Berat. His 
fate seemed now certain. His companions, who had^ 
been captured in the skirmish, were hanged, and 
he was threatened with tlie same punishment. But 
his better fortune prevailed. His youth, his personal 
beauty, his eloquence, his courage and activity, his 
relationship to the vizier, and perhaps the prospect 
of converting him into a useful ally, induced Kurd 
Pasha to be merciful to the captive robber. 

The pasha retained Ali at his court for some years, 
loaded him with favours, and endeavoured, it is said, 
to reclaim him from his vicious pursuits. The low 
standard of Albanian morality may justify a supposi- 
tion, that the efforts of the vizier to reclaim his pupil 
did not go much further than to convert him from a 
robber on the high road to a robber of cities and pro- 
vinces. In his contests with the neighbouring chiefs 
he did not scruple to avail himself of Ali's assistance 
in the field ; and to him he is affirmed to have been 
indebted for Victories, which enabled him to liiake an ^ 
advantag^us peace with the vizier of Scutari. At 
length, moved by the entreaties of Khamco, who 
never ceased to importune him, he restored her son 
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to liberty. A strict friendship was thenceforth main- 
tained between Ali and4he vizier of Berat. 

Prom this period, through more than half a century 
the course of Ali was marked by unintdl^ipted pro- 
sperity, and he rose to an eminence, the possibility of 
reaching which he could hardly at his outset have 
ventured to contemplate. His first step, after again 
becoming his own master, was to offer his aid to such 
of the neighbouring chiefs as were engaged in feuds. 
His courage and address being well known, his ser- 
vices were eagerly accepted, and liberally rewarded; 
and he thus acquired many powerful friends, and a 
distinguished station among the beys of the country. 
When he was about twenty-four years of age, he 
much increased his influence, by gaining the hand of 
the beautiful and virtuous Emina, daughter of Capelan, 
pasha of Delvino, who resided at Argyro Castro, and 
whose ferocity and turbulence had earned for him the 
repulsive appellation of the tiger.* Emina, unlike 

* Such feiocity, and such appellations, were not uncommon 
among the Turkish governore. Several instances of them ai*e 
given, in liis History of Modem Greece, by Jacovaky Rizo Neroulos, 
who had been prime minister to the hospodars of Wallachia and 
Moldavia. The Europeans,’' says he, “ having had no connec- 
tion except with two of the Ottoman pashas, have been struck by 
the ferocity of those monsters ; I allude to Djezzar and Ali. It is 
believed that those two pashas were the most remarkable for their 
tyrannical proceedings and their crimes ; but if Europe had known 
the other Turkish governors, it would not have considered those 
two tyrants as exceptions. What would it have said of the vizier 
who was Burnamed Kih Pasha, or the Stifler, from the pleasure 
which he took in strangling his victims P Or of another, called 
Bekir, who, when he condemned an unfortunate being, used to say 
to his sanguinary satellites, “ Take away that dog, and give him a 
good lesson," The lesson was always death. A third pasha was 
called Cujudzy, because he ordered to be thrown into a well the 
victims who incurred his resentment. Haki Pasha, c governor of 
European Turkey, under the reign of Selim, always breakfasted in 
{i turret of his palace, and this was the time that he chose 
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her father, was universally beloved ; and, when %he 
had ceased to exist, her memory was long held in 
veneration by the natives of Epirus. 

Capelan ^asha, of whose family Ali was now be- 
come a member, was one of those rebels and oppres- 
sors so common in Turkey, who, because they are at 
a groat distance from the seat of government, believe 
that they may with impunity despoil and dishonour 
those who have the misfortune to be subjected to their 
authority. He, like many pashas, was also desirous 
to render himself wholly, or at least nearly, indepen- 
dent; and he had hoped that, by means of his son-in- 
law, he should obtain the support of other chiefs to 
realise his favourite scheme. Circumstances seemed 
to be propitious; for the Russians were now preparing 
to assist the Greeks to throw off the yoke, or, rather,* 
they were cheating the latter with the shadow of 
assistance, in order to accomplish their own selfish 
purposes. Ali feigned to enter warmly into the 
views of his relative, but he was solely anxious to in- 
volve him in inexpiable guilt, that he might profit by 
his fall. 

The arrival of the Russian expedition, under Orloff, 
was preluded by the breaking out of insurrections in 
various parts of Albania , and its vicinity: the Mon- 

having brought before him, to be executed, the persons whom he 
had doomed to death. The pasha of Widdin, Afiz Ali, having de- 
feated some Mahometan rebels, ordered their heads to be put into a 
sack, to be sent, with a letter, to the reigning sultan. By mistake 
the secretary stated in the letter a larger number of heads than the 
sack contained. He prepared to correct his error by,recopying the 
letter; the pasha, however, simplified the operation. He ordered 
his officers to go through tho streets, and kill men enough to 
make up the dumber which was mentioned in the letter. He 
was punctually obeyed ; his officers murdered forty Christians, 
the first y0iio came in their way, and thus the sack was filled and 
Sent off to the Porte. Such is the conduct of the provincial gover- 
nors. 
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tendgrins, the Kimariots, the Suliots, and the inhabit- 
ants of some districts of upper Albania, displayed the 
banner of the cross. Alarmed by this outbreak, the 
divan issued orders that all the Mussiili^ans should 
take arms. The Cadilisker of Rumelia nasteued to 
Philippopolis, and the Rumili-Valisee summoned all 
the great vassals of his government to march against 
the insurgents. To Capelan Pasha was assigned the 
task of joining Kurd Pasha, for the purpose of reduc- 
ing the Kimariots and Suliots to obedience. Fatally 
misled by the treacherous counsels of Ali, Capelan 
disobeyed the order to form a junction with the vizier 
of Berat, and, though he did not openly aid the re- 
volters, he acted in such a manner as to throw serious 
obstacles in the way of the Ottoman troops who were 
‘opposing them. The consequence of his disobedience 
was, that the Ottomans could obtain but partial suc- 
cess. The Montenegrins were, indeed, beaten, and 
the Kimariots were compelled to retire to their moun- 
tains, but no impression whatever could be made on 
the Suliots, covered as they were by their almost 
impregnable fastnesses. 

The event, which Ali had so basely laboured to 
bring about, was not slow in coming to pass. The 
failure of the campaign was attributed to the criminal 
negligence, or the treason, of Capelan, and he was 
called upon to vindicate himself before the Rumili- 
Valisee. The evidence, in support of the charge, had 
been supplied by Ali, who, in his secret correspon- 
dence with the officers of the Porte, had represented 
the conduct of his father-in-law in the most unfavour- 
able point of view. Eager to seize on the treasures 
and power of his relative, which he flattered himself 
would fall into his hands, he now carried his perfidy to 
a higher pitch. That the victim might not escape, 
he advised him to obey the summons of his 
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and finding that Capelan hesitated to face the danger, 
he is said to have been guilty of an act of horrible 
atrocity — that of inducing the unconscious Emina to 
urge, 'Nvith entreaties and tears, her father s departure. 
Capelan finally yielded ; and on his arrival at Monas- 
tir, where sentence had already been passed, he was 
instantly beheaded. His punishment was, for many 
reasons, well deserved ; but the promoter of it was 
not the less a monster. 

“ 'Tis the sport,'' says Shakspeare, to have the 
engineer h^st with his own petar." Unfortunately, Ali 
did not suffer in his person, but he missed those ob- 
jects for wdiich he had perilled his soul, and he reaped 
nothing from his crime but disgrace and shame. 
Instead of appointing Ali to the vacant pashalik, the 
Porte bestowed it on Ali, bey of Argyro Castro. En- • 
tirely devoted to the Sultan, the new pasha would not 
allow the homicidal son-in-law to touch the property 
of the deceased Capelan, the whole of which he 
secui'ed for his sovereign. 

As soon as Ali recovered from the severe shock 
which was given to liim by this unexpected blow, his 
active mind sought on all sides for the means of 
repairing his defeat, and it was efficiently assisted 
in the search by Kbamco. The recently appointed 
successor of Capelan was yet unmarried, and she pro- 
posed that a union should be brought about between 
the two families, by his taking to wife her daughter 
Shainitza, who was young^^ handsome, and attractive. 
By dint of perseverance and intrigue she accomplished 
her object, and the nuptials were solemnised under 
apparenrtly happy auspices, since they promised to 
unite familieif which would otherwise havebeen deadly 
rivals. Jhe husband of Shainitza manifested a sin- 
cere regard for her brother ; but the feeling was not 
reciprocal- on the part of Ali; i^esentment still rankled 
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in fais heart, and, though he cautiously and effectually 
dissembled his feelings, he was ever on the watch for 
an opportunity of ruining the man by whom his hop^ 
had been frustrated. 

•The pleasure which the son of Khamco aenved from 
the success of his mother s plan was soon poisoned by 
the failure of a similar project, which he had himself 
formed, and which, if he could have carried it 
into execution, would have materially forwarded 
his ambitious views. He had long flattered himself 
that it would be possible to gain the hand of Kurd 
Pasha's daughter, on whom his person, bravery, and 
talents, are said to have made a powerful impression. 
But he had now the mortification of receiving intelli- 
gence, that Kurd Pasha was dead, and that, on his 
deathbed, he had betrothed his daughter to Ibrahim, 
bey of Avlona ; intelligence which was rendered still 
more galling by the circumstance of Ibrahim being at 
the same moment raised to the viziership of central 
Albania. The rage of Ali on this occasion is said to 
have been unbounded ; he vowed a deadly hatred to 
Ibrahim, and, though years elapsed before it was fully 
accomplished, the vow was never forgotten. 

For some time after these events, Ali seems to have 
remained in comparative quiet. His mind, meanwhile, 
brooded over his situation, and the result of his reflec- 
tions was not consolatory. Though he had increased 
his property, and acquired the fame of a brave and 
intelligent leader, yet these advantages were not suf- 
ficient to satisfy his desires, for he was still undistin- 
guished by title and place. Every thing short of rank 
and despotic authority appeared to be unworthy of his 
notice. To obtain a fulcrum for his futuftj operations, 
^le at length determined to make himself absolute 
master of Tepeleni. The mode in which he effected 

his purpose, he himself, with a shameless candour, re» 

1 
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lated to the French consul, “ I felt,” said he, ‘‘lihe 
necessity of firmly establishing myself in my native 
place. I had in it partisans who were willing to serve 
me, and ii^d likewise formidable enemies, whom it 
was necessary for me to push into some crime, that I 
might have a pretext for exterminating the whole of 
them. I therefore conceived a scheme, with which I 
ought to have begun my career in life. I was accus- 
tomed, after my hunting parties, to take a siesta under 
the shade of a wood near the Bencha, and by means of 
a trusty adherent,- I caused it to be proposed to my 
enemies to lay in wait for and assassinate me there. 
I myself sketched out the plan of the conspiracy ; and, 
having arrived at the chosen spot before my intended 
assassins, I muzzled a goat, tied it down on the ground, 
and covered it with my riding-cloak. Then, disguising 
myself, and taking a by-road, I returned to the seraglio, 
while my enemies imagined they were murdering me 
by a volley of musquetry. They were not allowed time 
to ascertain their success; for a piquet of my soldiers 
appeared at the very instant that the discharge was 
heard. My supposed murderers entered Tepeleni, voci- 
ferating ‘ Ali Bey is no more ! we are rid of- him !* 
These exclamations were heard even in the interior of 
the harem, and I immediately distinguished thescreams 
of my mother and her women, mingled with the exult- 
ing shouts of my foes. I allowed them to enjoy their 
fancied triumph, and give the most decisive evidence 
of their guilt ; I waited till they were drunk with 
wine and joy ; and then, after having undeceived my 
mother, I rallied my partisans around me, and fell 
sword in hand upon my adversaries. Justice was on 
my side ; the^ were all annihilated before dawn of day ; 
I distributed their property, their riches, and their 
habitations, among my creatures ; and from that mo- 
ment I could say that Tepeleni was mine," 
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By this Macliiavelian enterprise, Ali gained a finn 
footing. The resources and influence which he now 
possessed gave him the means of acquiring more; they 
were like the ball of snow which finally shells into the 
terrific avalanche. He had the ability to recompense 
service, and his policy taught him to win the aflbctions 
of his followers, by his aflable manners, and his atten- 
tion to their complaints and wants. 

It lias already been mentioned, that Ali cherished 
a deeply rooted hatred against the pasha his brother- 
in-law ; nor could he always confieal it, in spite of his 
talent for dissimulation. In vain, by benefits and sym- 
pathetic kindness did his relative endeavour to awaken 
the feelings of gratitude and fraternal affection. The 
implacable soul of Ali was proof against tenderness, 
And he meditated a crime almost unexampled in the his- 
tory of human guilt. Anxious for the destruction of the 
man whom he detested, he scrupled not to propose to 
his sister to destroy her husband by poison. Shainitza 
shrunk from the commission of such an atrocious act, 
but sisterly love prevented her from disclosing his 
criminal suggestions. Thus disappointed, he had 
recourse to duplicity ; he feigned repentance, always 
spoke of his relative with respect, and succeeded in 
making Shainitza believe that he had relinquished his 
murderous designs. But this was only a perfidious 
calm which preceded the direst of treasons. In the 
person of Soliman, brother of the pasha, Ali had 
found a fit accomplice, to whom, as the reward of fra- 
tricide, he promised the hand and fortune of Shainitza, 
reserving to himself only his pretensions to the pasha- 
lik. The secrecy of the compact was secured by the 
most horrible oaths, and measures were (Juickly taken 
for the consummation of the deed. A brojhher pre- 
pared to steep his hands in a brother s blood, while 
another brother was to reward the fratricide by the. 
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incestuous marriage of his sister with her husbaifd’s 
murderer. 

The near relationship of the conspirators to their 
intended vic|lra, and their being the sole depositories 
of their secret, gave them every facility to accomplish 
their sanguinary purpose. They were in the daily 
habit of visiting the palace, and they had no accom- 
plice whose indiscretion or treachery might betray 
them. An opportunity soon occurred for the work of 
iniquity. In a private interview, which the pasha 
granted to Ali and Soliman, the latter shot his brother 
to the heart. Tlie report of the pistol reached the 
harem, whence Shainitza rushed into the chamber, and 
beheld her liiisband stretched lifeless between his 
assassins. She was about to shriek for assistance, but 
Ali enjoined silence under pain of death, and gave 
Soliman the signal to cover her with his pelisse, by 
which ceremony the latter declared her to be his wife ; 
and, that notliing might be wanting to complete the 
horror of the deed, this unhallowed marriage is said to 
have been completed in the chamber of death, and by 
the side of the yet w^arm remains of the slaughtered 
husband. A report was then spread by the criminals, 
that a fit of apoplexy had put an end to the pasha. It 
was not long, however, ere the truth became known, 
and as Shainitza quiokly forgot her grief in the arms 
of Soliman, and one of her sons by the late pasha 
died, it was generally believed that she was par- 
ticipant of the black catastrophe. 

Ali, it hasbeCniseen, had hoped to secure for him- 
self the succession to the vacant paslialik. This object, 
pursued at the expense of so much guilt, he failed to 
attain. ThelPorte conferred the dignity of pasha of 
Delvino u^on Selim Bey Coka, a member of one of the 
principal families of Y apuria. That in a semi- barbarous 
country great, crimes, being considered ks indicative 
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of ^eat talents, should win for the criminal popularity 
among the crowd, is not astonishing; but that men of 
the same rank as the victims, and who may natu- 
rally expect to become victims in theii\turn, should 
blindly confide in a betrayer and assassin, may well 
excite our wonder. Yet such was the error com- 
mitted by Selim. He treated Ali as his son, lodged 
him in his palace, and relied upon him with implicit 
confidence. This conduct is the more surprising, as 
Selim himself was a benevolent man ; and though all 
the dark deeds of Ali might not have reached the ear 
of the pasha, the wily and desperate character of the 
man could scarcely be quite unknown to him. It 
seems to have been the striking personal appearance, 
and especially the bland insinuating manners, of Ali, 

' by which Selim was misled. Ali might truly say, 
with the Comus of Milton, 

“ I under fair pretence of friendly ends, 

And well-placed words of glozing courtesy, 

Baited with reasons not unplausible, 

Wind me into the easy-hearted man, 

And hug him into snares.^’ 

The very virtues of Selim were wrested into the means 
of his destruction by the traitor whom he had taken to 
his bosom. Various circumstances, all of which were 
honourable to him, contributed to bring about his ruin. 
Irritated by the insurrectionary movements of the 
Greeks, the Porte, at this period, persecuted impla- 
cably its Christian subjects. Selim, on the contrary, 
strained every nerve to protect such of them as were 
under his jurisdiction, and his administration was daily 
marked by wise and beneficent actions. It was not 
di£&cult for his enemies to pervert this i eally prudent 
mode of proceeding into evidence that he was secretly 
in league with the rebellious. Suspicion appeared to 
be converted into certainty by the policy of Selim witl^ 
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respect to the Venetians. The district which *he 
governed adjoined, on one side, the Venetian territory 
of Butrinto, the occupation of which had always been 
matter of dilute between the Porte and Venice ; but, 
far from manifesting the same hostile spirit as his pre- 
decessors, he was studious to keep up a good under* 
standing with the commissioners at Corfu, This laud- 
able anxiety to avoid adding another enemy to those 
with which the Porte was contending, was miscon- 
strued into a violation of his duty. He was, however, 
unconscious of his critical situation, and, to complete 
his misfortune he took another step which afforded 
the treacherous Ali an opportunity of striking the 
long- meditated blow. Selim had recently sold to the 
Venetians a forest situated near lake Peloda. The sale 
was confined to the timber, but Ali suppressed this 
fact, and denounced the pasha to the government, as 
having alienated a portion of the dominions of his 
highness ; adding that, if he were not prevented, he 
would soon deliver up to the infidels the whole of the 
province of Delvino. It cost him, he hypocritically 
said, the severest pain to make known the plots of his 
benefactor, and it was solely a regard for the interests 
of the sultan, his master, which had determined him 
to disclose a transaction which so materially affected 
both religion and the state. 

The Venetians were suspected by the Ottoman 
government, though the suspicion was groundless, of 
acting underhand in concert with the Russians, and 
fostering the revolts in Greece : and it was thence 
inferred that the pasha of Delvino was undoubtedly 
guilty of treason. As accusation in Turkey, especially 
of a correspdlidence with Christians, is equivalent to , 
condemn|tion, unless the accused party be powerful 
enough to inspire fear, the calumnious charge brought 
against the pasha was sufficient to destroy 
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Without instituting any judicial inquiry, without de- 
manding further proof, the divan despatched a firman 
of death against Selim, and charged Ali with its 
execution. ^ 

Ali, who, for the better management of his plot, 
had retired for a while to Tepelcni, now hastened back 
to Delvino, jvhcrohe was received with more kindness 
than ever by his devoted victim, who lodged him, as 
he was wont, in his palace. There, trampling upon 
the sacred laws of hospitality, and assisted some 
hired ruffians, he prepared for the consummation of the 
crime which was to raise him from obscurity. It was 
his custom to wait every morning upon his host, to 
pay him the customary compliments ; but one day, 
feigning indisposition, he sent to request that Selim 
would visit him in his apartment. In the mean- 
while, he concealed the assassins in a closet, ordering 
them to rush out when he should give the signal by 
letting his coffee-cup fall. As soon as the unconscious 
pasha entered the room, the assassins issued forth, and 
he fell, pierced with many wounds, exclaiming, almost 
in the same words as Caesar, ‘‘ Is it thou, my son, who 
deprlvest me of life ? 

Hearing the tumult, the guards of Selim hastened 
to the chamber. There, in the midst of the assassins, 
they found Ali standing, with the firman in his hand, 
exclaiming in threatening accents, ^'I have killed the 
traitor, by order of our glorious sultan. Behold his 
imperial mandate.” At sight of the fatal scroll which 
he displayed, the guards bent low in sign of obedience, 
and while the head of Selim was separated from his 
body, they stood motionless in silent terror. Ali then 
summoned the cadi, the beys, and thd' primates, to 
repair to the palace to attest that the sentence had 
been executed. As soon as seals were placed on the 
property of the pasha, his murderer quitted the scene 
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of blood, taking with him, as a hostage, Miistapha, 
the son of Selim. That son eventually, though not 
till many years had passed away, shared the fate of 
his father, aJUd by the same hand. 

The service which Ali professed to have rendered, 
of unmasking and punishing a traitor, who was 
soiling the dominions of his master, did not receive 
a commensurate reward*. A native of Constan- 
tinople, a weak and narrow-minded man, had just 
been placed in the important office of dervendji pasha, 
<jr general inspector of roads and passes, in Rumelia. 
Ali proposed himself as lieutenant to this officer, and 
was accepted ; probably, on a speculation that so 
active and accomplished a robber would beSt be able 
to foil and hunt down his brother robbers. But Ali 
had no present intention to ruin the trade which he 
had followed so long. Ilis design in taking the 
lieutenantcy was to fill his own purse, not to prevent 
the purses of others from being emptied. He accord- 
ingly began to traffic in granting licences to the 
klephtes; and, by the sums which he was paid for 
them, and the share which he exacted of the plunder, 
lie is said, in the short space of six months, to have 
amassed more than twelve thousand pounds sterling. 
His eagerness to enrich himself spoiled this lucrative 
business. "Jlie klephtes became so daring, that not 
a road was free from their marauding parties. The 
attention of the divan was at last awakened, the 
dervendji pasha was recalled, and his incapacity or 
connivance was punished by the forfeiture of his 
head. Ali escaped unhurt ; shielded, no doubt, by 
a prudent distribution, at court, of some of the gold 
which he hafl accumulated. 

* M. Pomqueville asserts, indeed, that Ali was appointed pasha 
of Trikala ; but this appointment seems undoubtedly to have taken 
place at a later period. 
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At length, aided again, perhaps by the seduction 
of bribes, Ali attained the rank and power which he 
had so long coveted. About the year 1783, he was 
nominated to the pashalik of Trikala, %n Thessaly, 
and the general inspectorship of roads and passes. 
At the period when he assumed the government, 
Trikala, and almost all the towns and villages in 
the plain of Thessaly, had been burned or plun- 
dered by the Albanian Mahometans and the Janis- 
saries of Larissa. lie has himself given a lively 
picture of the state of the people, and of the course 
of policy which he adopted. ‘‘ I left behind me 
in lower Albania,** says lie, a phantom of a pa- 
sha, who was the*, sport of the beys of loannina, 
and I took care not to pass through that town on 
■ my way to my post. I passed through the Zagori, 
where the trusty Noutza, my old friend, — God be 
with his soul, for he was a noble fellow ! — replenished 
my purse. Without asking leave of Soliman, who was 
then Sanjeac bey of Epirus, we raised with the help of 
God and my brave Skipetars, a trifling contribution, 
which stood me in good stead ; for, when I reached 
Trikala, I found nothing but an exhausted country. 
They had been hanging a crowd of poor peasants, 
whose labours enrich such folks as we are. The agas 
of Larissa had invented projects of revolt, in order to 
have a pretext for seizing their sheep, and their wives 
and children. They ate the one, and the.y sold the 
otlier. I saw instantly that there were scarcely any 
other rebels and thieves than the Turks. I was soon, 
therefore, in a state of hostility with the beys of La- 
rissa. Ilowever, my preliminary step was to pounce 
upon the Armatoles, who infested the plains, and I 
drove them back to their mountains, where I kept 
them penned up, as corps de reserve, till I should 
find a fit occasion for using them. At the same time, 
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I sent some heads to Constantinople, to amuse the 
sultan and the populace, and some money to his 
ministers, /or water sleeps^ hut envy never sleeps** 

The coiiduA of Ali Pasha as dervendji was diametri- 
cally opposite to what it had been wlien he w as only 
the lieutenant of a dervendji. The motive, however, 
was the same in both cases; it was interest. Keeping 
a body of troops in his pay, which he gradually aug- 
mented to the number of four thousand men, all well 
armed, he soon showed what might be expected from 
his vigilance and activity. lie scoured the country in 
all directions ; and routed, dispersed, and drove into 
their mountain fastnesses, the hordes which overran 
the plains; and he often pursued •them even to their 
remotest haunts. Ilis severity made the inhabitants 
of Larissa tremble ; and such was the terror of his 
name, that order and security, to a degree never be- 
fore known, reappeared, from the chain of Pindus to 
the passes of Thermopyhe. By thus clearing the 
country of the banditti, he not only acquired the cha- 
racter of a skilful governor, but also the means of 
ultimately becoming formidable to the Porte. Those 
means were also augmented by the manner in which 
he administered the law. Afi’ecting a strict regard to 
justice, he never seemed to punish for the pleasure of 
punishing ; but, at the same time, ho took good care 
to select as victims the wealthy beys, and other opu- 
lent persons, by the confiscation of whose property 
he might increase the treasure which was to consoli- 
date his power. 

The war which broke out, in 1787, between 
Austria, Russia, and Turkey, afforded Ali Pasha an 
opportunity o^ acquiring honourable reputation in 
arms. During the campaign of that year, he served, 
at the head of his Albanian corps, in the army of 
Yussuf Pasha, the grand vizier. It is said that hia 

E 
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conduct was brilliant, and that his military talents 
and the valour of his soldiers obtained for him general 
esteem. But, though he exerted his valour and abi- 
lities in the cause of his sovereign, he die? not scruple, 
we are told, to enter into a treasonable intrigue with 
the enemies of his country, in the hope of forwarding 
his own ambitious schenu's. Knowing,*' says M. de 
Vaudoncourt, “the projects of Russia on Greece, and 
fully aware of the secret measures of the Russian 
government in Albania, Epirus, and the Morea, he 
resolved to turn himself on that side, in order to 
secure to himself a point of support in case the war 
proved disadvantageous to the sultan. Under the 
pretext of obtaining the release of Mahomed Pasha, 
one of his nephews, who had been made prisoner, he 
entered into a correspondence with prince Potemkin. 
This correspondence soon became active, and took a 
direction favourable to the interests of Russia, which 
at that time could rely on Ali in case of a fresh expe- 
dition in the Mediterranean. The author himself 
sawat loannina, a watch set in diamonds, wdiich prince 
Potemkin caused to be presented to Ali, after peace 
was signed, in testimony, as it was then said, of 
esteem for his bravery and talents. The correspond- 
ence of Ali with Russia lasted till he himself became 
master of loannina, as well as nearly of all Albania, 
when he had no longer any din;ct interest in aiding 
that power to establish itself in his vicinity.’* 

About this time, Khamco, who had long been 
afflicted with hydrothorax and uterine cancer, ter- 
minated her restless career. If the narrative of M. 
Potiqueville may be credited, she piaintaincd her 
desperate and sanguinary character to the close of 
her exisicpce. We may, however, suspect that, 
according to his iilaudabic custom, he has coloured 
highly, as well to produce a dramatic effect as to 
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gratify his hatred of all who were connected with Ali. 
He tells us that, after having poisoned the sole remain- 
ing half-broker of Ali, she spent her last moments in 
hearing her will read to her. This document, which 
rather resembled the composition of an incarnate fiend 
than of a human being, enjoined Ali and Shainitza, 
' under pain of her curse in case of their neglect, to 
exterminate as speedily as possible the hated inha- 
bitants of Chormovo and Gardiki, pointed out various 
individuals who were to be murdered, and villages 
which were to be consumed, recommended to Ali to 
enrich the soldiery and to trample on the people, and 
directed that a pilgrim should be sent to Mecca, in 
her name, to pr(3sent an offering on the tomb of the 
Proj)het for the repose of her soul ! 

Anxious to embrace her son in her dying hour, 
Khamco had despatched courier after courier to liasten 
his coming, but Heaven denied her that consolation, 
and slie breathed out her impious spirit in the arms 
of Shainitza. It is said, that she expired in the most 
dreadful paroxysms of rage, 

“ Dicens in snperos aspera verba Decs/’ 

Ali did not arrive till an hour after she was no more. 
He shed a flood of tears over her remains, and, clasp- 
ing his sister’s liand within his own, they swore, over 
the body of Khamco, to pursue and destroy, without 
pause and without mercy, all those wdioin she had 
devoted to spoliation and death. 

Grief did not long detain Ali from following up 
his projects of aggrandisement. In trutli, the vow 
which he had taken over the corpse of his mother, 
gave him an additional motive for pressing their exe- 
cution. fhe acquiring of additional poyver would 
enable him to gratify not only his love of riches and 
domination, but also of revenge. He had, for a con- 

E 2 
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siderable time, been eager to bring under his sw*ay 
the pachalik of loannina, nominally at the head of 
which, as we have seen, was a pasha who possessed 
scarcely the shadow of authority. 

Circumstances were favourable to the designs of 
Ali. Since the conquest, the inhabitants of loannina 
had preserved a semblance, which was now become 
but a mockery, of liberty. It was not till 1716 that 
they were subjected to pay the karatch, or tribute, and 
to be governed by a pasha. Even this change was 
little more than in name ; nor had their situation been 
since deteriorated by the Porte, except in as far as its 
neglect had operated. While, however, because they 
could indulge in occasional licence, the people ima- 
gined they were free, they were, in reality, the slaves 
and tools of the beys and agas, who, perpetually war- 
ring against each other, compelled them to take part 
in the quarrels of their superiors, and thus exposed 
them to be plundered and ransomed by the contending 
factions. In only one thing did the rival beys agree, 
which was, in confining the pashas to the old castle in 
the lake, harassing them incessantly, and obtaining 
their deposition from the Porte, whenever the despised 
governors seemed inclined to rouse themselves and 
assert the dignity of their office. In loannina there 
was, of course, the most complete anarchy. It was 
often unsafe to venture into the streets, and such 
atrocious murders were committed in the face of day, 
that at last the very bazar was deserted. 

The machinations of Ali, to secure his prey, were 
skilfully and perseveringly carried on for a great 
length of time. His local position was favourable to 
them ; for Trikala being situated on the principal 
communication with Constantinople, and -also with 
Thessaly, on which province western Greece often 
depends for subsistence, he had in his hands eflfectna^ 
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means of cramping the commerce, and diminishing 
the supplies of loannina. Sedulously fomenting, hy 
his agents, the dissentions of the people, he succeeded 
in establishing a party of his own, which, though it 
was but a small minority of the inhabitants, was of 
essential service to him. Lastly — and this was his 
master-stroke — he availed himself of the aid of the 
Armatoles and klephtes of Thessaly and Aca mania to 
harass the territory of loannina, by perpetual in- 
cursions and depredations. This system of annoyance 
was resolved upon, in 1786, in an interview between 
Ali Pasha and Demetrius Paleopoulo, the vaiwodeof 
Etolia. Paleopoulo was led to believ^hat Ali might 
ultimately be induced to contribute to the liberation 
of Greece, and he therefore resolved to second the 
plans of the pasha, for obtaining an augmentation of 
power. In this resolution he was joined by Canavos, 
his father-in-law, and by Boucovallas, both of whom, 
like himself, were among the ]>rincipal leaders of 
the Thessalian, Acarnanian, and Etolian Armatoles. 
While the bands of these three chiefs tormented and 
ruined the unfortunate people of the pashalik of loan- 
iiina, who in vain sought for succour from their pasha 
and the beys, there were not wanting emissaries to 
point out to the sufferers how much happier was the 
lot of the Thessalians, living in peace and prosperity 
under the vigilant care of Ali. Nor did other emis- 
saries fail to insinuate, to the Ottoman Government, 
how much the imperial treasury would be benefited, 
by placing the disturbed district under the control of 
one, who, like the pasha of Trikala, was capable of 
putting down resistance, and increasing the revenue. 
It is probable that the divan would have listened 
to these suggestions, and displaced the puppet pasha 
who vegetated at loannina, had not some prevailing 
arguments been employed to avert a change. The 
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beys, always unanimous when their interest was 
concerned, could not contemplate without dread the 
appointment of such a man as Ali to be their pasha. 
They well knew that he would never be Satisfied with 
less than implicit obedience, and that he would not 
hesitate to walk through blood in order to enforce it. 
Accordingly, tluTo can be no doubt that they ex- 
erted all their influence, the influence of bribes, to 
maintain in his office their nominal ruler. At length, 
however, the pasha died, and an opening was thus 
made for the elevation of Ali. Still, the beys per- 
sisted in their abhorrence of liiin, and, when they 
began to susp(^t that he would be nominated, they 
swore to perish rather than submit to “tlie son of the 
prostitute.'* He, meanwhile, was silently laughing in 
scorn at their idle fury, and preparing for their irre- 
tri(3vable ruin. 

When Ali thought affairs were ripe enough for 
his presence,” says Mr. Hughes*, ““lie collected a 
considerable number of troops, passed tlie chain of 
mount Pindus, and made bis appearance on the plains 
to the north of loannina. This inaiiceuvre caused 
great consternation in the city : the beys, in imminent 
danger, stifled their enmity towards each other, joined 
their forces together, and advanced to meet the inva- 
der. In a great battle, wdiich was fought at the head 
of the lake, they Avero beaten and driven back into 
the city by Ali, wdio encamped before it with his vic- 
torious troops. Not being strong enough to attempt 
it by stonn, ho employed a surer method for success. 
He had already gained a considerable number of 
adherents amongst the Greeks in the city, and espe- 
cially in the district of Zagori : these, by bribery and 

* The naiTative of Mr. Hughes agrees, in the main ;;^oint8, with 
that of Gencnil de Vaudoncourt, and beaismore internal evidence of 
correctness than is to be found in the story told by M. Pouquevillc. 
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large promises, he engaged to enter into his views, 
and send a deputation to Constantino})le, to solicit for 
him the pashalik. They acted as he requinnl ; hut 
the opposite interest proved too strong for them at 
the Porte, and they 'were made the bearers of an 
order to their ])rineip;)l to retire immediately to his 
own government and disband liis troops. One of the 
deputies, most attached to his interest, rode forward 
night and day, to give him early information of the 
failure of their mission ; and on this occasion Ali exe- 
cuted one of those strokes of policy which liad given 
him such advantage over the imbecility of the Otto- 
man Porte. After a short consultation with his 
friend, he dismissed him to return and meet the depu- 
ties, who wait'cd a few days on the road, and then 
proceeded straight to loannina. The heys, to whom 
its contents had been already intimated, advanced as 
far as the suburbs to meet the finnan. Jt was pro- 
duced, and drawn out of its crimson case ; whem each 
reverently applied it to liis forehead, in token of sub- 
mission to its decrees. It was then opt^ned, and, to 
the utter consternation of the assembly, it announced 
Ali, pasha of loannina, and ordered instant submis • 
sion to his authority. 

‘‘ The forgery was suspected by many, but some 
credited it; whilst others, by timely submission, 
sought to gain favour with the man who they foresaw 
would be their ruler : in sliorfc, his partisans exerted 
themselves on all sides, tlie beys W(‘re dispirited, and, 
whilst they were irresolute and uiuh^termined, Ali 
entered the city amidst the acclamations of the popu- 
lace. His chief enemies in tlie mean time sought 
their safety^ by flight, passing over the lake, and 
taking fefuge in the districts of Arta, Etolia, and 
Acamania. 

All’s first care was to calm the fears of all ranks ; 
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to the people, he promised protection ; to the beys 
who remained, rich offices and plunder ; his friends 
were amply recompensed, and his enemies reconciled 
by his frankness and engaging aflfabil^y. In the 
mean, time, he put a strong garrison into the castron 
or fortress, and thus acquired firm possession of the 
pashalik before the imposture of the firman was dis- 
covered. It was now too late to dispossess him of his 
acquisition : his adherents increased daily ; a nume- 
rous and re8})ectablc deputation, led by Signore Ales- 
8io*s father, carried a petition to Constantinople, and, 
seconding it with bribes to a largo amount, ultimately 
prevailed in establishing his usurped dominion. Thus, 
according to custom, despotism succeeded to the tur- 
bulence of faction, and the pco}>le not unwillingly 
admitted the chancre,*' 

The firman, which legalised the seizure of the 
pashalik, was granted by Abdul Hamid towards the 
close of 1788, but a few months before his dcicease. 
It was confirmed by his successot, Bidim, in the fol- 
lowing year, and thus Ali found himself securely 
fixed in his new dignity ; which dignity, however, he 
did not regard as tlie boundary of his career, but 
merely as a stepping-stone in his ascent towards a 
loftier elevation. 


CHAPTER HI. 

Valley of loariiiina — Lake of Toamiina — Description of the City — 
The Castron — Public and private Buildings — Seraglio of Litha- 
ritzu — Palaces of Ah’s Sons — I’avilion of Ah — Institutions for 
Education — Commerce — (’limate — Disca'^cs — Pojmlalion — The 
Pounder of loaniiina not known — Battle fought near it in 1082 
— History of loaniiina under the (heat Despotatc of Epirus — 
Tyranny of Thomas — Letter of Sultan Auiuratl^ to the People 
ofloannina — The Inhabitants submit to Am uratli — Revolt of 
Dionysius the Skelosophist — Subsequent History of It'annina. 

Situated in the centre of Epirus, the valley of 
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loannina, which was denominated Hellopia by the 
ancients, forms an elevated plain, or table-land, ex- 
tending from north to south about eight leagues, and 
having an a^Tuge breadth of about two leagues. This 
fertile and extensive vale, covered with groves, gar- 
dens, and plantations, and bearing the richest produc- 
tions of the country, is bounded by lofty mountains 
on every side. To the cjist rises the triple chain of 
Pindus, a diverging ridge of which, named Mitzikcli, 
stretches along the shores of the lake of loannina to 
the lake of Labchistas, and then bends to the north, 
as far as the defile of IVotopapas. From this point a 
range of undulating hills runs from north to south, till 
it reaches the defile of Velchistas, whence it turns in 
an easterly direction for about a league, and then fol- 
lows a suutli ward course, till, beyond the khan of St. 
Dimitri, a ramification of the Five Wells mountain 
links it with the chain of Mitzikcli. Behind the 
undulating hills, on the west, is the lofty range of 
Oiitzika. 


The central part of the table-land is occupied by 
two lakes ; of which the upper bears the name of 
loannina, and the lower that of Labchistas. These 


lakes are not mentioned by ancient writers, and it 
seems doubtful whether they have not been produced 
in later days, either by an earthquake, or by the burst- 
ing out of latent springs. On the other hand, M. 
Pouqueville is of opinion, that the greatest portion of 
the vale was once overspread with water, and that the 
lakes were reduced to their present compass by the 


opening of the Katavothra, at the western extremity of 
the Labchistas. 


The upper lake, which in form resembles a trun- 
cated isosceles triangle, is about fourteen miles in cir- 
cumference. Its base, along which passes the road 
from Mezzovo, is three-quarters of a league in extent. 
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On quitting the defile of Mezzovo, the traveller enters 
the valley of Barcomoudi, which extends four or five 
miles to the southward. In this are tlie villages of 
Barcamoudi,Catzana, and Choria,inhabiicd by Greek 
and Walachian Christians, the cultivators of this fertile 
soil. Nearly in the middle of the base of the lake, on 
a rocky mountain of moderate height, arc the ruins of 
an ancient Epirotic city, now called Gastritza ; the 
masonry of which, in the pseudo Cyclopean style, is 
extremely fine. The walls of this city are in several 
places surprisingly perfect, and with many of the 
towers remain to the height of tughteen or twenty 
feet. Erom the summit of these towers is a beautiful 
view of all the eastern part of the basin of loannina ; 
but the ]U‘ospcct on the west is interrupted by a chain 
of hills, which commences at Catchika. 

At the south-westeni angle of the lake, near the 
village of Catchika, the road from Mezzovo joins that 
from Arta ; and, after passing the khan of Pogoniani, 
the traveller enters loannina by the gate of Calo 
Tcchesme, near which are two pavilions, erected by 
Ali Pasha. 

On the north, the lake of loannina terminates at 
tlie village of Perama. Two channels, flowing for six 
miles through a large tract of marshy land overgrown 
with reeds, connect it with the lake of Labchistas, or 
lower lake. Westward of these channels, on a cir- 
cular hill, near the village of Gardikaki, stand some 
ruins, wdiicli liave been supposed to be the remains of 
the celebrated Dodona. The summit of the hill, a 
truncated cone, is, says Mr. Hughes, “ entirely sur- 
rounded by very fine pseudo Cyclopean walls, dilapi- 
dated in many placets : in that circuit, w hich appears 
to be about a mile and a half, are observed several 
towers and gateways ; but in the interior we could not 
discern, after the most patient investigation, any ves- 


o 
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tiges of buildings, except a few subterranean vaults or 
reservoirs.*' 

In winter and spring, when the mountain torrents 
and tlie melnng snows swell tlio volume of water, lake 
Labebistas covers a space of a league square. But in 
summer it shrinks to lialf that extent, and the land 
which it has deserted is sowui with maize. The only 
outlet of its waters is by subterraneous channels, 
called Katavothra, of which Mr. Hughes counted be- 
tween twenty and thirty. They disappear under a 
mountainous ridge, and again come to light at a dis- 
tance of live miles, where they pour their streams into 
the river Yelchis, near the village of Velcliistas. ‘‘In 
about one hour and a half,” says Mr. Hughes, ‘'we 
arrived at the* opposite side of the ridge, and looked 
down upon the picturesque glen, at tlie head of which 
the w'aters of the lake (as tliey are conjectured to be) 
ooze out of the ground in an infinite number of small 
streams, till they form a large liody of water ; this 
foams impetuously down the glen, from rock to rock, 
in a vast variety of cascades, and sets in motion a 
numhor of water-mills, wliich, together with groups of 
Albanian girls, washing linen in the stream, give an 
air of indescribable life and beauty to the scene. As 
the valley wddens, the plains of the river Kalamas, or 
Tliyamis of antiquity (those plains where Atticus, the 
friend of Cicero, had his delightful country-house, to 
which he retired during the most disastrous times of 
the republic), come finely into the prospect, hounded 
by the blue mountains of Thesprotia.” 

From whatever quarter it is approached, the city of 
loannina presents a beautiful aspect. European tra- 
vellers have usually journeyed to it by the road of 
Arta, aad, as seen in that direction, they have uni- 
formly described it in enthusiastic language. “ Know- 
ing our vicinity to loannina/* says Dr. Holland, “we 



60 LIFE OF ALI PASHA. 

were now impatient to obtain tlie first view of that 
city, which is long concealed from the eye by the low 
eminences traversing the plain. At Igngth, when 
little more than two miles distant, the whole view 
opened suddenly before ns ; a magnificent scene, and 
one that is still almost single in my recollection. A 
large lake spreads its waters along the base of a lofty 
and precipitous mountain, which forms the first ridge 
of Pindus on this side, and which, as I had afterwards 
reason to believe, attains an (devation of more than 
2,500 feet above the level of the ])lain. Opposed to 
the highest summit of this mountain, and to a small 
island which lies at its base, a )>eninsula stretches for- 
wards into the lake from its western shore terminated 
by a perpendicular face of rock. This peninsula 
forms the fortress of loannina ; a lofty wall is its bar- 
rier on the land side ; the waters which lie around its 
outer clifis, reflect from their surface the irregular yet 
splendid outline of a Turkish seraglio, and the domes 
and minarets of two Turkish moscpies, environed by 
ancient cypresses. The eye, receding backwards from 
the fortress of the peninsula, reposes upon the whole 
extent of the city, as it stretches along the eastern 
borders of the lake. Repose, indexed, it may not 
unfitly be called, since both the reality and the fancy 
combine in giving to the scenery the character of a 
vast and beautiful picture spread out before the sight. 
No volumes of smoke, nor even the sounds of carriages 
and men, break into this descrii)tion of the distant 
view ; the tranquillity of the Turkish character is con- 
veyed to tjie Turkish city also, and even to the capital 
of the chief who governs the warlike and ^half-civilised 
Albanian tribes. You are not here looking upon a 
lengthened and uniform mass of buildings, so 4 )ften the 
only characteristic of a European town ; but there is 
before the eye a variety and a richness in the grouping 
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of the objects, which is peculiarly in the cities of the 
East. The lofty palaces of the vizier and his sons, 
the minarets.of numerous mosques, each surrounded 
by its grove of cypresses, which give something of 
appropriate sanctity to the place ; the singular inter- 
mixture of houses and trees through every part of tlio 
city, a circumstance more striking from the want of 
wood in the general landsca])e : these, together with 
the noble situation on the lake, and the magnificence 
of the surrounding mountains, are the features which 
will most impress the stranger in approaching the 
capital of Ali Pasha.” 

More brief in his description of the scene, Mr. 
Hughes is no less alive than Dr. Holland to its attrac- 
tions. “ Abefut two miles before we arrived at loan- 
nina,” savs he, we ascended a ofcntle eminence which 
brought the city full into our view, with its glittering 
palates and mosques, stretched along the shore of its 
magnificent lake. The air was frosty, the atmosphere 
transparent, and the snowy mountains w’ere beauti- 
fully reflected in the smooth surface of the water, over 
which a number of canoes glided lightly, carrying 
sportsmen after the myriads of wild-fowl, which rose 
at times like dark clouds into the air. Nothing was 
wanting but classical authority to make us believe 
these really to have been the famed Elysian fields of 
antiquity surrounding the Achcrusian lake.” 

That part of the city of loannina which is in the 
immediate vicinity of the lake stands on a flat, but the 
north and north-western quarters of it are built on 
slopes of rising and uneven ground. The whole longtli 
of the city is rather more than two miles ; its breadth 
is various, but never more than a mile, not including 
the castrpn or fortress. The castron, which is near 
the middle of the city, and in which reside only Turks 
and Jews, forma a large promontory, jutting out into 
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the lake, and separated from the other part of the 
town by fortifications and a moat. This was ‘Hhe 
site of the primitive town, and its figure isnot unaptly 
compared to the double head of a sprcacTeagle, whoso 
wings are represented by the outstretched habitations 
of the city.” The peninsula, which widens as it ad- 
vances into the lake, is teriuinatcd, at the angles, by 
two distinct rocky promontories. One of these is 
crowned by a largo mosque, the lofty minaret and 
extended piazzas of which are shaded by cypresses ; 
the other is occupied by the old seragiio of the pashas 
of loannina, a vast, irregular, but wildly magnificent 
edifice, over the projecting roofs and painted walls of 
which rise the minarets and cyprcss(‘s of a second 
mosque. One of these mosques, that df Calo Pasha, 
’is ornamented with granite columns, brought from 
the temple of Pluto in 'Jdies])rotia. 

Opposite the castron, and more than midway to the 
eastern shore of the lake, is a small rocky islan^l, 
belonging cbiofly to IMoiictar Pasha, wliich is exceed- 
ingly pictur(*squo. Near the north-eastern corner is 
a village, almost hidden by the luxuriant foliage of 
chestnut and palm trees. It ct)nsists of about two 
hundred housc!s of almost un])arallelc(l neatness. The 
vizier has a small palac(5 on this island, and here are 
also seven convents, whicli have frequently b('on used 
as state prisons. From the Iiighest point of tlic isle 
is an exquisite view of the castron and tijo city. 

The principal street of loannina extends tire whole 
length of the town ; that which is next in importance 
crosses it at right angles, from the fortress to the hills. 
“The interior aspect of loannina,” says Dr. Holland, 
“ except where there is some opening to the landscape 
that surrounds it, is gloomy and without splendour. 
Few of the streets preserve a uniform line; a circum- 
stance which makes the topography of the place very 
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diflficult to the stranger. Those inliabited by the 
lowest classes consist, in great part, of wretched mud- 
built cottage^ and are chiefly in the outskirts of the 
city ; the midwle ranks dwell in a better description of 
buildings, the upper part of which is constructed of 
wood, with a small open galliTy under the projecting 
roof : the higher classes, both of Greeks and Turks, 
have, in general, very large houses, often forming two 
or three sides of the areas attached to them, and with 
wide galleries which go along the whole front of the 
building, taken as it were from the first floor, and 
sheltered under the roofs. In t])is style of building, 
which is common throughout tlu^ Turkish towns, there 
is something picturcisque in the distant eflect, which is 
lost in the ncafor apj)roach. In the best streets of 
loannina there is an air of heaviness; and the most 
respectable houses have the ai>pcarance of prisons ; 
presenting, externally, little more than lofty walls 
with massive double gates, and the windows, if seen 
at all, at the toy) of the building 

loannina, which is the seat of a Greek archbishop, 
contains seven or eight churches, which oflt'r nothing 
remarkable, cither in the exterior or interior, except 
an abundance of tawdry gilding, and rude y)ainting8 of 
saints and martyrs. There are eighteen mosques, 
each standing on an ()j)en space of ground, from the 
summits of wliich the crescent is seen rising out of 
their groves of cypress-trees. 

Near the castroii is the bazaar, which consists of ten 
or twelve very narrow streets, intersecting each other 
at all kinds of angles. This place, dark from its con- 
struction, is r^dered still darker by the low project- 
ing roofs, which overhang the shops. Each trade has 
a separate, district to itself. At night the whole is 
shut up by lofty w.ooden gates, and is guarded by a 
swarm of fierce dogs, which no one wearing the Frank 
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dress can approach, withont running the risk of being 
torn to pieces. 

To the south of the castron, stands tl^ new seraglio 
of the vizier, which is called the Serai, and sometimes 
the castle of Litharitza. It is an immense pile of 
building, lofty in itself, and situated on an emincince 
which gives it a command over every part of the city. 
It may not unfitly be termed a palace upon and within 
a fortress. High and massive stone walls, on different 
parts of which cannon are mounted, support a super- 
structure of wood, of great extent, but apparently 
without any regularity of plan ; the several portions 
of the edifice seem to have been successively added, 
as a necessity was found for enlargement. Y et, not- 
withstanding this irregularity, the ma^itude and cha-* 
racter of the building give it an air of magnificence, 
which is not always obtained by a more rigid adherence 
to architectural rules. The style of construction is 
entirely Turkish ; the roofs projecting far beyond the 
face of the buildings, the windows disposed in long 
rows underneath, the walls richly decorated with paint- 
ing, occasionally landscape, but mon^ generally what is 
merely ornamental, and without uniform design. The 
access to the S<3raglio is exceedingly mean. It is sur- 
rounded by narrow and gloomy streets, without any 
circumstance to mark the approach to the palace of 
the Albanian ruler.” Mr. Hughes pithily charac- 
terises this fortress seraglio as the picture of a 
tyrant entrenched among his slaves,” 

At a short distance from the seraglio of Ali are the 
palaces of Mouctar and Veli, the sons of the Pasha. 
These edifijjes are built after the Turkish fashion, and 
the palace of Veil, which is nearly square in form, and 
stands on a considerable elevation, is handsomer in 
external appearance than his father s. Both are chiefly 
remarkable for being ornamented with fresco paintings, 
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executed by some Armenian daubers. The subjects 
of these paintings display the bad. taste and the 
ferocious spirj|t of the selectors. Over the principal 
entrance of Mouctars abode, he is delineated, sur- 


rounded by his troops, and witnessing the execution of 
two Greeks, whom the liangman is tying to a gibbet 
with the same rope. In another place are exhibited 
decapitated trunks, with the blood spouting from 
them. Those are much admired, though considered 
by the connoisseurs as inferior to another, in which 
the prince appears seated, surrounded by oxen, 


horses, mules, and asses- The paintings in Audi’s 
palace represent camps, piles of heads, standards, and 
sieges. In the latter productions of Armenian genius, 
the bomb-shellS are considerably larger than the 
houses. 


The only remaining building which deserves notice, 
is the kiosk or pavilion of Ali, in the suburb, at the 
north-west end of the city. It is situated in the 
midst of extensive gardens, abounding in fruit and 
forest trees, and displaying more of the wild graces of 
nature than the laboured efforts of art. This was the 


vizier's favourite place of retirement. The kiosk, 
which is of elegant construction, is profusely orna- 
mented with carving and gilding, in the best Turkish 
style. “ Its interior is divided into eight compart- 
ments, or deep recesses, diverging out of the great 
area, in the middle of which stands a c\xr\o\xBjet-d*eau> 
This consists of a small castle, surmounted by cannon, 
and surrounded by regular lines, which play upon each 
other, in imitation of a bombardment : between the 
cannon, on the^parapet, stand figures of parrots, lions, 
and other birds and beasts, who spout water out of 
their mouths, as if in mockery of what is going for- 
ward : the motion of the water gives voice to a small 
organ attached to a pillar in the apartment." 

p* 
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There are two institutions at loannina in which the 
ancient languages are taught. The first of these, the 
Gymnasium, which was long presided to ver by Signor 
Psalida, a Greek of considerable talent, was founded, 
nearly forty years ago, by a rich mere! i ant named 
Picrozoe, and afforded instruction to about one hun- 
dred boys. The second was established a century and 
a half since, by Gliioni, a merchant. The funds for 
its support w’ere placed in the bank of Venice, and, 
after the confiscation of them by the French, in 1797, 
the school was entirely indebted for its continuance to 
the noble munificence of the family of Zosimas. This 
seminary numbered about three hundred scholars. 

The commerce of loannina is not insignificant. It is 
chiefly carried on with Constantinople", Kussia, V enice, 
and Malta, and the merchants are travelled men, well 
acquainted with European habits, and speaking several 
languages. Constantinople sends to loannina shawls, 
turbans, amber, and various toys ; Russia furnishes 
oxen, horses, skins, and ermine ; Venice sends rich 
velvets, red skidl-caps, arms, and many articles of 
hardware ; and from Malta come a variety of English 
manufactures and colonial produce. An ad talorern 
duty of four per cent, is paid on each article at the 
Dogana. In exchange for these, the exports are 
cotton, raw silk, Valoncan bark, prepared goat and 
sheep skins, and sometimes grain, though not often. 
The distribution of the imports among the towns of 
Epirus, is a source of much profit to the merchants. 

Their domestic manufactures,'" says Mr. Hughes, 
‘‘ are not numerous : indeed, here, as in other coun- 
tries, the state of manufactures is a fair criterion of 
the state of civilisation: whilst the workmanship of all 
articles that may conduce to general comfort, conve- 
nience, and utility, or to the interests of philosophy 
and science, is quite contemptible, great industry 
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considerable skill are exhibited in the embroidery 
of cloth, in filagree, in working silver handles for 
pistols, niusk^s, and ataghans, and in ornamenting 
pipe-heads.” An idea of the low state of the me- 
chanic arts may be formed from one circumstance. 
When Lord Byron visited loaimina, there was no 
one in the whole city who could mend an umbrella, 
and only one man, a poor Italian, who was capable 
of m.'ikino' a bedstead. 

o 

The climate of loannina varies more than is usual 
in Greece. Its situation on a table-land, elevated 
from a thousand to tw^elve hundred feet above the 
sea, and encircled by lofty mountains, may account 
for some of the j^eculiarities of its temperature. The 
heat in summ(‘r is (extremely oppressive. In winter 
it is equally cold, and is at times very rainy. Even 
as late as the beginning of April, snow has fallen at 
loannina. Fuel is scarce, and of course dear, so that 
the richer classes are obliged to be economical in the 
use of it, and the poor can with difficulty obtain 
sufficient to cook their provisions. The rich, there- 
fore, w’rap themselves up in robes lined wdth furs, 
and the common people shelter their limbs under 
cloaks of thick homespun cloth. ‘‘ Earthquakes are 
common, and most frequent in the autumn ; they 
sometimes throw down the houses, and the fish have 
been known to be cast out of the lake upon dry 
ground.” 

Fevers of every kind, especially nervous ones, are 
common at loannina ; and are principally caused by 
unhealthy dwellings, dirty habits, filth accumulated in 
the streets, and scanty nutriment ; but, above all, by 
the groat number of Albanian troops, often as many 
as from ten to forty of whom are quartered upon each 
inhabitant. The city has been more than once devas- 
tated by the plague. In 1814, it was daily expected 

F 2* 
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once more to make its appearance, it having for some 
time been raging in the environs. This would inevi- 
tably liave been the case had not prc^ppt measures 
been adopted by Ali, who immediately drew a strong 
cordon of troops round the infected districts. Imme- 
diate deatli was the punishment for attempting to pass 
it. At the same time he ordered, that upon the de- 
cease of any person in loannina, the house was to be 
closed till the nature of the disease had been ascer- 
tained ; and he added, that should it be found to be 
the })lague, every soldier stationed on the road through 
which it had been introduced should be put to death, 
as well as all the relations of the deceased. 

The extent of the city would imply a larger popula- 
tion than it really contains. This discrepancy is occa- 
sioned by the vacant spaces of the mosques and Turkish 
burying-grounds, and by all the better houses having 
a space attached to them, in which there are commonly 
a few trees. Estimates of the population vary from 
thirty-live to fifty thousand persons. Forty thousand 
is, perhaps, about the real number. It forms a hete- 
rogeneous mass of Greeks, Turks, Albanians, Franks, 
Jews, Arabs, Moors, and Negroes; among whom the 
Greeks are the most numerous, respectable, and long 
established, many of the families having been settled 
at loannina for centuries. 

Such is, or rather such was, the capital of the ruler 
of Albania. In speaking of that which the labour of 
man contributed to the erection of loannina, the past 
tense must be used. Its magnificent site, its beautiful 
lake, its encircling mountains, remain unchanged, but 
the palaces, the mosques, the churches, and all, or 
nearly all, the city, have ceased to exist; they were, as 
we shall soon have occasion to describe, consigned to 
ruin by the desperation and rage of Ali himself, at the 
moment when he was closely tracked by his enemies, 
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the fabric of his p6wer was at length tottering to its 
fall, and life was about to terminate in disaster and 
disgrace. f 

By whom, or at what time, loannina was founded, 
is not recorded in history. The many military and 
other advantages wliich belong to its site render it 
probable that some establishment was formed there 
at an early period of the Eastern empire. The style 
of building of some ancient ruins in the castron, in- 
duces Mr. Huohes to refer the construction of the 
original edifice to the reign of Justinian. Ilis sup- 
position acquires likelihood from the circumstance of 
the monarch having erected innumerable castles in 
Epirus and Macedonia. That at least a castron, or 
citadel, existed there long before tin) end of the ele- 
venth century, is certain from the Norman Bohemond 
having found one which was dilapidated, no doubt 
from age, and which was repaired by him. 

The first event which gave loannina a place in the 
annals of the East was the battle which, in 1082, was 
fought under its walls, between Bohemond and the 
emperor Alexis. The combat lasted from sunrise till 
sunset, and Alexis, after having displayed prodigies 
of valour, was defeated by the Norman. The city is 
stated to have been subsequently either restored or 
refounded, but writers differ as to the person who 
accomplished it, and even the century in which this 
occurrence took place. The work is ascribed, and 
in each instance apparently without reason, to John 
Cantacuzemis, to Michael Ducas, and to Thomas and 
John, Epirot despots, of whom nothing is known. 
In some part »f the twelfth century, the rising town 
is said to have been destroyed by the combined Nor- 
mans and Neapolitans, whom the historians of that 
day denominate Catalans and Latins. It appears, how- 
ever, to have speedily recovered from this disaster. 
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Wc again lose sight of loannina till after the dis- 
ruption of the empire, which was the consequence of 
the conquest by the Latins. When great des- 
potate of Epirus, or of the West, as it is sometimes 
denominated, was established by Michael Angelus, 
loannina was one of the cities which he reduced under 
his sway. After the deatli of Andronicus the Third, 
Epirus was conquered by Stephen Duscian, cral or 
prince of Servia. This barbarian monarch, who as- 
sumed the title of emperor of tlic Romans, bestowed 
jEtolia and Acarnania u])on his brother Simon, or 
Sinissa, and loannina, Triccala, and Larissa, with the 
dignity of Cmsar, upon Prelupus, one of his satraps. 
Subsequently to the death of Prelupus, loannina ac- 
knowledged the authority of Simon, who, how'cver, 
in consequence of his being involved in a war with the 
Albanians, seems to have left its inhabitants to govern 
and defend themselves. The city was soon attacked 
by the Albanians, but the citizens resisted the be- 
siegers with much couraw. At length, being driven 
almost to extremity, they sent an embassy to Simon, 
to entreat that he would assist them. Simon listened 
to their prayer, and sent them a body of forces ; but, 
unfortunately, he sent, as their governor, his son- 
in-law’ Tliomas, whom a manuscript history of the 
place stigmatises as an imp of darkness and a son 
of Satan,’' and who seems, indeed, to have been de- 
serving of those discourteous a]q)ellations. 

The new^ governor entered the city, with the prin- 
cess Angelina his wife, amidst the acclamations of 
the po})ulace ; and for a while he appeared dispostid 
to govern uprightly. The mask, homwer, was soon 
dropped, and the people had reason to lament that 
they had resorted to Simon for aid. To pillage the 
church, in order to enrich his Servian follow^ers, to 
drive into exile the excellent bishop Sebastian, and to 
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strip the cathedral of its ornaments, and convert it into 
granaries and storehouses, were among the lirst acts 
of the proflig^e Thomas. The leading and wealthy 
citizens were next driven into exile by him, and their 
property was confiscated. ‘‘ Amidst the tyrannical 
acts of this monster, which became so great that even 
his own Servians deserted the city, none excited greater 
horror than that which he committed against Elias 
Clauses, one of the best and richest of the citizens ; 
wiiom he comj)elled to reveal his treasures by un- 
heard-of cruelties, making him drink water mingled 
with ashes, and burning his naked body with torches 
and brimstone, till he expired under the torment.*' 
Twice in ten years, in 1368 iind 1378, loannina 
was desolated by pestilence, which destroyed great 
numbers of the inhabitants. Whim the disease was 
gone, the despot compelled the rich widows to marry 
his abandoned companions, and seized on the ])roperty 
of the orphans. Four times within the same period 
loannina was exposed to invasion from the Albanians. 
In the lirst instance, Leoses, their ' leader, was pre- 
vailed on to retire by means of great bribes and his 
receiving the hand of Irene, the daughter of Thomas. 
In the second, Spartas, who had usurped the sove- 
reignty on the decease of Leoses, was bought off by 
the sacrifice to him of Helen, the tyrant's sister, with 
a regal dowry. In the third, the Albanians were de- 
feated, and lost a great number in killed and prisoners. 
The fourth time, the city was in the utmost peril. 
A tower in the castron was betrayi d to two hundred 
Albanians ; they were joined by a large body of their 
countrymen, >vith Valachians and Bulgarians mixed ; 
and they made themselves master of the whole of the 
castron, and its principal gulaor citadel. An insur- 
rection seems to have now broken out, and for three 
days the city was in the most terrible commotion , 
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The Albanians in the castron and in the island on the 
lake were, meanwhile, preparing for a general assault. 
The expedition from the island was, ^Jowever, met 
and defeated. ‘‘ From this danger,'" says the vera- 
cious chronicler, the citizens were delivered by the 
interposition of Michael the archangel, who appeared 
at tlie liead of their armament with his flaming sword." 
For this service Micliael still continues to be regarded 
as the patron of the city. Cut ott‘ from all succour, 
the Albanians in the castron surrendered at discre- 
tion ; they were all put to death, except a few who, 
deprived of eyes, ears, and noses, were sent back as a 
warning to their countrymen. The surname of the 
Albanian-slayer was now assumed by the victorious 
Thomas. Spartas avenged this slaughter by ravaging 
the vicinity of the city ; and Thomas, in return, hung 
up before the walls all the Albanians whom he took, 
or sent them mutilated into the camp of their sove- 
reign. 

In the course of the next seven years, the despot,— 
for that title was conferred upon him in 1380, 
by the emperor Manuel, — continued to inflict on his 
subjects the most barbarous cruelty, fortified various 
strong castles in his own territory, twice called in 
the aid of the Turks, to help him to devastate 
Albania, and, by the aid of these allies, conquered 
the cities of Velas, Drynopolis,Bagenctia,and Catuna. 
At length his crimes rose to such a pitch as to be no 
longer endurable. Four of the officers of his body- 

f uard conspired against him, and they effected their 
esign, on the night of December the 20th, 1385, by 
stabbing him in his bed. With him, expired the 
Servian government in Epirus. 

The tyrant had long been alienattni from his vir- 
tuous and benevolent consort, Angelina. Shortly 
after the death of Thomas, she gave her hand to 
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Izaus, count of Cephalonia, an excellent prince, 'wliora 
the citizens of loannina joyfully recognised as their 
lord. The Byzantine court sanctioned his election, 
and gave him the regal title. At homo, he exerted 
himself to repair the mischief which had been done by 
his predecessor ; and, on the frontiers, he efficiently 
protected the country from its enemies. The only 
calamity which loannina suffered under his reign was 
not the work of man. In 1387, the tower of the 
convent called Archimandreion was thrown down by 
lightning, and fourteen persons were crushed to 
atoms under the ruins. 

In 1395, Izaus lost his wife, Angelina, w’ho died 
universally lamented; and, in 1397, he married 
Irene, the daughter of the Albanian prince, Spartas. 
Shortly after his nuptials, ho and Iiis father-in-law 
routed the Turks, in a bloody battle near Drisco. 
lie was not so fortunate in the following year ; for he 
was defeated and made captive by Ghioni Zenevisi, a 
potent Albanian chieftain, lie was ransomed, how- 
ever, for ten thousand florins, lie died at loannina, 
on the 29th of April, 1401, 

Izaus was succeeded by his brother Bghurus, who 
also obtained the government of Arta, on the death 
of Spartas. Though possessed of more resources than 
his predecessor, he was una,ble to retain the throne, 
lie was driven from his dominions by an immense 
army of Servians, Albanians, Bulgarians, and Vala- 
chians, headed by a celebrated leader named Bong- 
hoes, which devastated the country, burned towns 
and villages, and slaughtered thousands of the inha- 
bitants. What became of Sghurus, is not known ; 
there is reason to believe that his fall did not take 
place till after the year l4l3. 

A despot Charles is mentioned as having subse- 
quently reigned at loannina, and died in 1430 ; but 
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his existence is doubtful, and the city is believed to 
have been governed by an aristocracy after the ruin of 
Sghurus. In 1432 the conquests of j%iurath IL, in 
Greece and Macedonia, alarmed the citizens, and they 
sent a detachment of their best troops to guard the 
passes of Mount Pindus. By tliis detachment all the 
Turkish troops opposed to it w'erc cut to pieces. This 
act of hostilitv roused the anjrer of Amurath, who 
addressed to the citizens the following letter : 

Sultan Amurath, Sovereign of the East and the 
West, to the ])eopleof loannina, greeting : 

“ I counsel you to deliver up to mo with good-will 
your fortress, and to receive nu^ as your sovereign, 
lest you sliould move me to great wrath, and I should 
come up against you with my army and take your 
city with tlie sword: then you will sutler all the cala- 
mities tliat other places have suffered, which refusing 
to acknowledge my power have been conquered by 
my anus ; whose inhabitants have been sold into 
slavery through the East and through the West. 
Come then, let us make a treaty and ratify it with 
an oatli, 1 on my ]>art that 1 w.ll respect your rights, 
and you on yours that you will obey me faithfully." 

The citizens of loannina met to deliberate upon 
this brief, but ])erbmptory and alarming missive. 
Dread of the sultan’s power prevailed, and they sent 
an embassy to Thessalonica, the residence of Amu- 
rath, to deliver to him the keys of their fortress. A 
Turkish garrison accompanied the envoy back, to 
take }>ossession of the castron, or rather that }>art of 
it which was called the gula or citadel. Having built 
houses in that quarter of the city which is named the 
Turcopaleo, the Mahometans were desirous to com- 
plete their domestic establishments by the addition of 
female partners, and, to accomplish this, the sultan 
permitted them to take wives among the daughters of 
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the Greeks. It would appear, however, that the 
Greek ladies, or their parents, were averse from fonn- 
ing unions wi|li the professors of Islamisni ; and the 
consequence was, that the latter adopted the primi- 
tive Roman mode of procuring wives. ‘‘Watching 
the o])poi’tunity of a great festival, at which the 
Greek familu.*s attended divine service in the cathedral, 
they armed themselves secretly, and waited at the 
doors of the cliurch till the congregation came out ; 
then, each person seizing upon the damsel that 
pleased him best, carried her off in d('iia.nce of her 


relations and friends. The pareiffs, aftcT a short 
time, seeing no remedy for the evil, consented to the 
nuptials, and gave the eustomtary dowry to the hus- 
bands.” 


This imitation of the rape of the Sabines, and the 
destruction of the ancient church of St. Michael, 
seem to have been the only S(Tious injuries which the 
citizens sustained from the Mussulmans during a 
period of more than a century and three quarters. 
They j^aid a moderate tribut<‘, enjoyed a considerable 
degree of freedom, and reinained in possession of the 
castron, witli the exception of the citadel. But, in 
1611 , an event occurred by which their condition, was 
woefully altered. The cause of the mischief was a 
man of th(’ name of Dionysius, who had been ejected 
from the bishopric of Triccala for dabbling in astro- 
logy and magic, and who had somehow acquir’d the 
ludicrous appellation of the Skelosophist, or dog-so- 
phist. Having dreamt that the sultan rose' to receive 
him, he considered this dream as prefiguring that ho 
was destined to deliver liis country from the Ottoman 
yoke. II(.* began the work of deliverance by wander- 
ing about in quest of proselytes, with a wallet at 
his back, and a flagon of wine by his side. In the 
course of his peregrinations^ he approached loannina, 
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and hearing that the Turkish garrison was not nume- 
rous, and dwelt out of the fortress, he determined to 
strike the first blow in that city. II|* had by this 
time collected a large troop of followers. In the 
night he led them to loannina, which place they en- 
tered, singing the Kyrie I^leison. They were joined 
by a multitude of the people, and immediately pro- 
ceeded to their task ; they killed about a hundred 
Mahometans, and burned several houses, and it was 
not without much difficulty that the governor escaped 
into the citadel. The next step was to plunder, after 
which, by a natural progression, they got drunk. 
This last imprudence was fatal to them. The Turks 
rallied, fell upon them while they were in a helpless 
state, slew great numbers of them, and took many 
prisoners, who were soon consigned to the severest 
tortures. 

Dionysius escaped, for a while, and found shelter in 
a cave, under the north-east precipice of the castron, 
which is still called the Cave of theSkelosophist. He was 
supplied with bread by a baker, one of his partisans; 
but was at length discovered by some Jews, and given 
up to the Turks. He was flayed alive, and his stuffed 
skin was sent to Constantinople, that the sultan might 
see it. On its being carried into the seraglio, the 
monarch is said to have risen to view the spectacle, 
and thus to have literally fulfilled the dream by which 
the skelosophist had been so lamentably deluded. 

‘‘After this rebellion”, says Mr. Hughes, “loannina 
was treated by the Turks like all other conquered 
cities. The principal conspirators, together with many 
innocent persons, were subjected to extreme punish- 
ments, some being impaledy others sawn asunder, and 
many burned alive : every Greek church within the 
castron >va9 then razed to the ground, from which 
place all Christians were banished for ever by a spe- 
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cial firman of the sultan ; but the Jews were allowed 
to retain their habitations, and received various im- 
munities in Ansequence of the assistance they had 
rendered to tlie Mahometans. Tliis expulsion of 
the Greeks from the castron, tended greatly to in- 
crease the city, wdiich soon began to extend its arms 
along the banks of the lake. It seems to have enjoyed 
a considerable degree of tranquillity amidst the con- 
vulsions that agitated this part of tlie world, during 
the last eilbrts made by the Christian j)(>wers to pre- 
serve some portion of Iluropean Turkey from the 
ovcrwhc‘]min<r force of its Ottoman invaders. It was 
governed by beys and paslias of two tails, sent by tlic 
l^orte, but never became the head or capital of a 
sandjiac till tife time of ^Vli. His experienced eye 
soon saw the advantages of its strong central situa- 
tion, and from the first he determined to make it the 
focus of his extended dominion. Under him it has 
risen to that degroi^ of splendour, importance, and 
population, which it now possesses.*' 


CHAPTER IV. 

System of Ali — His treacherous and sanguinary Conduct to the 
Chorraovites — Teiror inspired by him — His Designs upon tlio 
Pusha of Herat — Marries liis Son to the Pasha's Daughter — Em- 
ploys an Emissary to po’son Sej)hir Bey — The Suliots — De- 
scription of the Territory inhabited by tl>em — Diigin of tlio 
Suliots — Their Character, Manners, Religion, Customs, and 
Ap{>caranco — Ali is defeated by them — Their Imprudence- 
Operations of Ali in Northern Albania — He endeavours to cir- 
cumvent tho Suliots, but without effect — He attacks them 
with a laigc Force — Heroigra of T7.avclla — AH is defeated — 
He makes Peace — He is in Danger from the Porte— Stratagem 
by which he escaped. 

Having," as an eminent traveller well observes, 
established his interest on a firm footing as well in 
Constantinople as Albania, and wielding resources 
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of an extensive dominion, Ali Pasha began to act 
upon a larger scale, and to pursue liis grand plan of 
consolidating an independent power in ^^ipirus, a coun- 
try which Nature itself seems to have marked out for 
independence by the mountain barriers with which 
she has surrounded and protected it. The means 
which he resolved to take for the completion of this 
plan, were to amass treasures, to keep agents in pay 
at the Ottoman court, to infuse suspicion of other 
powers into the minds of the divan, to render himself 
useful to whatever European state was able to return 
his services, and, finally, to seize upon the property of 
his neighbours whenever and by whatever methods 
he could. In the execution of these measures, his 
rapacity was boundless, his penetration deep, his 
aggressions innumerable, his pei^dy more than Punic, 
and his success for a time complete.'' 

The first care of Ali, on his attaining the high 
situation to whicli he had so long aspired, was to 
Imrnblc the beys of loannina, by stripping them of 
their wealth ; he being convinced that he should 
thus most effectually prevent their forming intrigues 
against him in the divan. At the same time he 
gained over the Albanians, upon whom he bestowed 
all employments of consequence. By a singular inno- 
vation upon established customs, he also admitted 
Greeks into his confidence, whose information and 
abilities he well knew how to appreciate. To further 
his interests still more, Ali, who had no respect for 
any set of religious opinions w’batevcr, conciliated the 
di&rent sects by avowing, when a suitable opportu- 
nity occurred, a pretended conviction of the truth of 
their tenets. With the Turks he was a zealous Mus- 
sulman ; a Pantheist with the Bektadgis*, he pro- 

* It is the belief of the Derviscs Bektadgis that God is all, aod 
all is God ; and that matter, being eternal, never had a commence. 
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fesscd materialism ; and a Cliristian when in the com- 
pany of Greeks, he pledged repeated bumpers to the 
health of thef blessed Virgin. Obsequious to the 
Ottoman court, so long as it did not interfere witli his 
individual autliority, he was punctual in the payment 
of his tribute to the 8ultan ; nor did he omit to bribe, 
by munificent presents, those of the ministry wlio pos- 
sess(‘d the greatest interest. To this system he con- 
stantly adhered, persuaded that, in absolute govern- 
ments, gold is more potent tlian the despot himself. 

Having tluis humbled the beys, and cajoled the 
people by flattering promises (for no man ever was 
gifted in a gnaiter di'gree with a bland and insinuating 
eloquence), Ali thought ihc time was now arrived to 
iKJgin fulfilling !he last wislies of his mother, and gra- 
tifying the ap))etite for vengeance which was so strong 
in himself and his sister Shainitza. lie therefore re- 
solved to attack tlic strong town of Chormovo, the 
inhabitants of which, as we have seen, had been con- 
federates of the Gardikiot(‘s in that contest which was 
productive of captivity to him, and of the foulest 
injury and insult to his mother and sister. 

Ills conduct on this occasion marks his implacable 
nature, and his predilection for treachery. While ho 
was j)reparing for his expedition, alarm began to be 
felt by the Chormovites, who had probably obtained 
some intimation of his purpose. Tliey in consequence 
despatched two of their leading men, to Ali, to learn 
the cause of his meditated liostilities, and the means 
of averting them. The deputies were received with 
much civility by the pasha. He had, he said, no 
reason to be hostile to the people of Chonnovo in 
general ; there w^cre, indeed, certain families, which he 

xnent, nor will ever have an end. This was also Pliny’s opinion, 
“ Idemque rerum naturae opus, et rerum ipsa natura.'* — Hist, lib, 
ii. c. I. Hpinoza’s system is similar. 
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specified, against whom he had cause of complaint; 
but if they were expelled, and their habitations 
burned, he would not molest them, ^^'^hen the depu- 
ties returned home, a meeting was convened, the 
message of Ali was delivered, and the obnoxious fami- 
lies consented to become exiles for the good of their 
fellow-citizens. The price of their property was paid 
to them, and they retired to Argyro Castro. The 
deputies were again despatched to Ali, with intelli- 
gence of this peace-offering. He expressed his satis- 
faction, told them that he would visit their town in a 
few days, and, to avoid putting them to expense, 
would bring only two hundred men ; but, added he, 
‘‘ in the mean time take back with you some of my 
people, for as yet I can scarcely trust those who have 
BO often deceived me.’* With this escort, or rather 
detachment of spies, the envoys retraced their steps 
to their native place. 

Ali shortly after paid his promised visit to Chor- 
movo. Though hebrought twelve hundred men instead 
of two hundred — a circumstance which w^as not a 
little alarming-— the Chormovites put on the sem- 
blance of extreme pleasure, treated him magnificently, 
and assigned the most comfortable quarters to his 
troops. The Albanians, however, soon began to quar- 
rel with their hosts. Faithful to his system of decep- 
tion, the pasha sternly reprimanded some of them, 
and evqn punished others, asking them how they dared 
to insult his excellent friends, the good people of 
Chormovo, who had so kindly invitt^a him into their 
city? Having thus apparently given proof of his 
friendly feeling towards them, he called together the 
principal inhabitants, whom he thus addressed I 
feel much for you, my good friends, because my re- 
siding amongst you mu8tT>e a heavy burthen on^ 
your finances. I will therefore alleviate the weight 
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by retiring, with the major part of my retinue, to the 
monastery of Tribuchi, where you shall come to me, 
that we may lign articles of friendship and alliance/’ 
The convent to which Ali declared his intention of 
going is situated in the mountains near Chormovo, 
and is dedicated to the Panaghia. Thither he went, 
and, on the following day, he summoned to a confer- 
ence about a hundred of the principal citizens. So 
well bad he played his deluding part that the victims 
fell into the snare, without a suspicion of the danger. 
To give more solemnity to the treaty, it was to be 
drawn up and signed in the church. F or the purpose 
of executing this agreement, the hegumenos, or prior, 
was already standing in full drt'ss at the high altar. 
As no Greek ever eiitcTs armed into a place of wor- 
ship, the citizens left their weapons at the church 
door. The arms were immediately seized by order of 
Ali. The shameless mockery was still acting in the 
sacred edifice, when one of the Chormovites had occa- 
sion to quit the cliurcli. Perceiving that the weapons 
were gone, he rushed back into the church, exclaiming 
that “ the priest might stop proceedings, for they were 
betrayed by th(‘. infidel !’' This tardy warning was 
fruitless. I’he Albanian troops burst into the church, 
bound the astonished citizens with ropes, and sent 
them prisoners to Tepeleni. Ali then led them against 
Chormovo. A multitude of the inhabitants were 
slaughtered, the women and childn’n were sold into 
slavery, and the town was levelled with the ground. 
One man, the head of a family named Prifti, was 
especially obnoxious to Ali, for having participated in 
the outrage upon Khatneo and Shainitza, and he was 
punished with commensurate barbarity. A spit was 
run through his body, and he was roasted alive be- 
tween two fires. The horrible task of performing 
this act of cruelty was committed by Ali to a foster- 

o 
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brother, whoboretheappropriatesumameof the Blood- 
drinker. Frightful as the tragedy of Chormovo was, 
a yet more frightful tragedy remaine^ to be acted, 
though after a long interval, before the vengeance of 
All and Sliainitza could be satisfied to the full extent*. 

The consternation inspired by this massacre was 
such, that many of the neighbouring tribes could see 
no hope of safety but in instant submission. The 
town of Liboovo, the valley of Caramoutadez, the 
district of Konitza, and a part of that of IVemiti, were 
in consequence added to the dominions of Ali, without 
his having the trouble to strike a single blow. 

These districts belonged to central Albania, which 
was subject to the pasha of Berat. From its richness 
and fertility this pashalik was the most desirable and 
necessary conquest for the pasfia of Lower Epirus. 
As far as regarded mere military operations, it was 
also likely to become an easy one ; for as leader of the 
Klephts, and as Bey of Tepelcni, Ali had formed 
numerous connexions in the country, the localities of 
whicli were perfectly knowm to him. In addition to 
the proximity and the riches of central Albania, the 
noble race of horses, which is peculiar to it, rendered 
its possession a most valuable object. But’, above all, 
the attainment of it was of importance to him, in 
order to de})rivc the inferior beys of the independent 
cantons of Epirus of tlie support which they were 
accustomed to find in the ruler of Berat. To take 
possession of this pashalik by force, and that, too, in 
defiance of the Porte, would, however, have been a 
difficult and hazardous enterprise. Ali, therefore, 


• Mr. Hughes states the destruction of Chormovo to have oc- 
curred before All's accession to the pashalik of loanniiia. M. 
Pouqucville places it subsequently to that event, and ho seems to 
bo in the right. But it is difficult to oscertaia the chronology of 
some of All's evploils. 
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resorted to indirect means, and we shall see that, at 
length, thanks to favouring circumstances, and to his 
ability and pel*severance, he effected his purpose. 

Tlie ruler of Berat was Ibrahim Pasha, a descend- 
ant of one of the greatest Arnant families, who, as 
we have seen, had married the reluctant daughter of 
Kurd Pasha, and thus deprived Ali of a mistress, or 
a wife, as well as of the prospect of advanc'ement. 
Ali, then only a bey, had even been subjected, on 
that occasion, to humiliating and ill-founded taunts, 
witli respect to his extraction. In this instance, 
therefore, it so hap])cned that revenge and ambition 
were combined to stimulate him, and that the policy 
of the new ]>asha was in perfect accordance with the 
passions of the ^nan. 

Though Ali had undoubtedly been the first to pro- 
voke hostilities, he was so fortunate as to avoid the 
onus of being the first to commence th(‘m. Indig- 
nant at the encroachments made u]>on his territory, 
Ibrahim demanded redi’ess. An al)ortive negotiation 
ensued, which emdcel in Ibrahim sending into the field 

a body of M asakian Toxides, under tlie command of 

' 

his brotlier Sepher, Bey of Avlona. To meet this 
force, Ali, whose policy it was always to oj)pose Ma- 
hometans to diristian foes, and Christians to Maho- 
metan, called upon the Arinatoles for their assistance, 
riis summons was not unavailing ; glad of an oppor- 
tunity to plunder and destroy the enemies of their 
faith, Paleopoulo, Canavos, Boueovalles, his son-in- 
law Stathas, and other enterprising cldefs, descended 
with their bands from the monntains of Agraplia, 
Pindus, and Olympus. A desultory but harassing 
and dcstrnetive waifart^ ensued, in which canying off 
flocks and herds, pillaging and hanging peOvSants, and 
burning villages, were the principal exploits. 

Ibrahim was soon tired of a contest in which he was 

g2. 
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the greatest sufferer, and he sought a reconciliation. 
Ali, who knew that he could safely and surely accom- 
plish more by secret perfidy than by\ open violence, 
readily consented to a peace. The treaty was nego- 
tiated by Emina, the wife of Ali. It was agreed that 
Mouctar, the eldest son of the pasha of loannina, 
should marry the eldest daughter of Ibrahim ; and 
that, as tlie dowry of the bride, Ali should retain the 
whole of his encroachments and conquests. Having 
thus far effected his purpose, Ali dismissed his allies, 
the Annatohss, to whom he gavn so rich a revrard, 
in slave's and money, as to bind them thenceforth 
devotedly to his service. 

Scarcely were the nuptials of Mouctar celebrated, 
which 8e('med to guarantee the tranquillity of Albania, 
before a fresh cause of discord arose between the 
families of Berat and loannina. Anonymous letters 
were sent to Ibrahim, asserting that his wife intended 
to poison him, for the purpose of being married to 
Ali, who had prompted her to the deed. The pre- 
tended plot was dressed up in the most specious 
colours. Any other Turk but Ibrahim, taking sus- 
picion for proof, would have iminodiatcly inflicted 
death upon the accused ; but Ibrahim saw through 
the design of his concealed enemy, and was convinced 
of the iniioceneo of her whose destruction had been 
detennined upon, for no other reason than that her 
talents and firmness were dreaded. 

This intrigue, defeated by prudt'uce, remained a 
secret between the two families. It was, however, 
soon followed by another, which was but too success- 
ful. Ali no longer dreaded Ibrahim, for he had 
acquired a knowledge of the weakness of that pasha. 
But he was extremely jealous of the influence and 
abilities of Sepber Bey, the brother of Ibrahim ; and 
accordingly he determined to rid himself of one who 



LIFE OP ALI PASHA. 85 

was 80 obnoxious ; an enterprise the more difficult as 
the destin(»d victim was on his guard. 

The district^ of Zagori, the ancient Pcrrha bia, has, 
from time immemorial, supplied a considerable part of 
Turkey with medical practitioners, who are known by 
the denomination of Caloiatri, or good physicians. The 
knowledge of these men is merely traditional ; they 
are, in fact, only empirics, ignorant of the principles 
of medicine and anatomy, though in some surgical 
operations they display much manual dexb’rity. It 
was one of these quacks that Ali selected as the 
instrument of his crime., and he promised him forty 
purses as a reward for the destruction of his enemy. 
No sooner had the doctor taken the road to Herat, 
than, more effectually to cover his plans, Ali caused 
his wife and children to be arrested, as being privy to 
his flight, and detained them, ostensibly as hostages, 
but in rc'ality as pledges for the emissary's secrecy 
and fidelity. At the same time he wrote to Ibrahim, 
desiring him to send back the fugitive. Thinking that 
a man so persecuted must be deserving of his confid- 
ence, Sepher Bey took him into his service, and the 
cunning Perrhasbian so ingratiated himself with his 
new protector, that ho became his physician and con- 
fidential friend. A slight illnt^ss of Sepher soon fur- 
nished the treacherous attendant with an o])})oftunity 
of consummating his villany. The fatal potion was 
administered. As soon as he had perpetrated the 
crime, the assassin, aided by the emissaries of Ali, 
took flight, and hastened to loannina to receive the 
price of blood. Ali complimented him on his address, 
and gave an order upon the treasury for the stipu- 
lated sum ; but when the homicide was about to quit 
the seraglio, he was seized and hanged by command 
of Ali, who was anxious to rid himself of the sole 
witness of his guilt. He even took advantage of this 
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act of perfidy, by proclaiming that he had caused the 
assassin of Sepher Bey to be punished ; at the same time 
publishing the particulars of the poisdning, the sus- 
picion of which he artfully contrived should fall on 
the wife of Ibrahim Pasha, wliom he represented as 
being jealous of her brother-in-law*s influence. This 
base insinuation he was sedulous in propagating, not 
only at Constantinople, but wherever he possessed any 
interest ; and, although he doubted its being generally 
credited, yet he w(‘ll knew that, notwithstanding the 
wounds inflicted by calumny may be healed, their 
scars will last for ever. Tiie pertinacity with which 
he slandered the wife of Ibrahim, who had once loved, 
and was even believed to have too far yielded to him, 
may perhaps bo accounted for by her having become 
sincerely attached to her husband, as well as by Ali’s 
supposed dread of her talents and resolute character. 

Pushing still further his mingled hypocrisy and 
effrontery, lie converted his own calumnies into a pre- 
text for invasive projects. He began to arm, and, as 
a reason for arming, he assigned his wish to avenge 
the death of Sepher Ikw. As it was obvious that his 
hostilities were intended to be directed against Ibra- 
him, that pasha prudently determined to save Berat 
from invasion, by finding sufficient occupation for Ali 
in an opposite quarter. lie accordingly contrived to 
incite against him the beys of Thesprotia, and they 
drew into their )(‘ague the hardy mountaineers of Suli, 
who w'ere already preparing to make war upon the 
Turks at the instigation of Russia. It was thus that 
originated, in the spring of 1790, the first war 
between the Suliots and Ali Pasha. 

Before we proceed to tlie narrative of the Suliot 
contest, it may be proper to give a brief account of the 
singular people by whom it was so bravely and perse- 
venngly maintained, and of the wild and almo^ im- 
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penetrable district which was their abode. Whence 
>va8 derived the name of Suli is doubtful ; some trace 
it to the Solli6n mentioned by Thucydides ; but the 
natives themselves traditionally deduced it from an 
Albanian Mahometan, called Sulis, slain by their an- 
cestors, the first settlers, whose name they gave to 
their principal town, in order to commemorate their 
victory. The Belli of Homer, are supposed to have 
inliabited this district. 

The territory which was occupied by the Suliotes is 
situated in one of the niggedest parts of the rugged 
and lofty Cassiopjean chain of mountains, near the 
source of the ancient Aclieron, which now bears the 
name of Glykys. From Suli to loannina and Arta is 
fourteen hours’ journey, to Frevesa thirteen, to Parga 
andParainithiaeight, and to Margariti six. The beauty, 
or rather the sublimity, of the country, and the almost 
insuperable diftieulties which such a country opposes 
to an invader, may be understood from the descrip- 
tions which travellers have given of their first ap- 
proach to it. ‘‘ After riding half an hour, and turning 
to the left,” says Mr. Hughes, we were astonished 
by a view of the dark rocks of Suli, and the defile of 
the Acheron ; but no pen can do justice to the 
scenery ! It seemed as if we were about to pene- 
trate into Tartarus itself and the awful recesses of 
the Plutonian realms 1 — the scenery increased in. 
grandeur as we proceedt‘d, and the pass was bordered 
on each side by perpendicular rocks, broken into 
every form of wild magnificence : through these some 
terrible convulsion of nature had opened a passage 
for the torrent, whose waters, thundering along their 
deep and rocky bed, formed, as they fell from crag to 
crag, a tumultuous kind of melody, that finely har- 
monised with the scene,” After having ascended “ a 
winding path cut on the side of precipices, so narrow 
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as not to admit two persons to ride abreast/' he 
reached the central point of tlie Suiiot republic ; and 
here, says he, “ the singular and striking features of 
this wild mountain scenery kept ns for a time almost 
breathless with astonishment ; its huge broken masses, 
rocks, precipices, and chasms, appeared like the ruins 
of a disjointed world, or like that picture of poetic 
confusion where Pelion, Ossa, and Olympus, are heaped 
upon each other by tlie anus of Titanic monsters.” 
The feelings of Dr. Holland were no less excited 
than those of Mr. Hughes by this miraculous scene. 

On the second day,*' says he, “ I reached a pass, 
where the river Suli (the Acheron), making a re- 
markable bend to the north, enters the magnificent 
region of the same name. The landscape here is 
singularly fine ; and from the place where I reached 
its banks to the castle of 8uli, and the plains of Para- 
raithia, the scenery along its course is more singular 
than any other I have seen in Greece, striking as 
this country is in all its natural features. Crossing 
the river by a deep ford, where it makes this sudden 
turn to the north, I ascended the mountain on the 
eastern side of the pass or chasm which it now enters, 
and which is so much contracted by opposing clifis, 
to the height of some hundi'ed feet above the stream, 
that no access is possible, except along the higher 
ledges of its mountain boundary. The ascent was 
one of extreme difficulty, and some danger. Skirting 
under the summit of the mountain, upon narrow and 
broken ledges of rock, I came to a spot where the 
interior of tliis profound chasm opened suddenly before 
me ; vast, and almost perpendicular precipices, con- 
ducting the eye downwards to the dark line which the 
river forms in flowing beneath. The view from this 
place, I have never seen surpassed in grandeur,-— 
if grandeur, indeed, be a word which expresses the 
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peculiarity of the scenery : not only its magnitiido, 
but also the boldness and abruptness of all its forms, 
and a sort of Sombre depth and obscurity in all its 
features^ to which it could not be easy to find a paral- 
lel. In one Tiew you may trace the progress of the 
river for six or seven miles, between mountains, some 
of which are upwards of 3,000 feet in height ; their 
precipitous sides beginning to rise even from the 
edge of the water ; their projecting cliffs and ledges 
covered with small oaks and brushwood; and higher 
up, where they recede further from the j)erpendicnlar 
line, retaining the same sombre character from the 
dark thickets and rows of pines w liich ap]>ear at inter- 
vals among the rocks. — 1 continued my route along 
the valley I haf o descrihed, on a rugged path, which 
winds through the rocks at the height of about 
600 or 700 fe(’t above tbc river. Wlicn advanced 
jibout four miles within the j>ass, we suddenly turned 
to the right, througli a deep recess among the moun- 
tains. jbVoin this there seemed no egress ; vast pre- 
cipices, covered with pin(', meet the eye on all sides ; 
and no point sc'cms acct^ssiblo beyond that on which 
you stand at the moment.” 

The traditions of tlie Suliots, with respect to the 
origin of their community, did not extend further back 
than towards the middle of the seventeenth century. 
The manner in which it was formed is variously 
related. Some persons (and their opinion is not un- 
plausible) imagine that the nucleus of the Suliote 
population consisted of Albanians, who, after the death 
of Scanderbeg, sought refuge in this inaccessible dis- 
trict from the despotism of the Turks. By some it is 
said that, about a century and a half ago, some goat 
and swine herds,* who had led their animals to feed on 
the heights of Kiaffa, were struck with the eligibility 
of the site, and occupied it with their families; while 
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others affirm, that the primitive settlers were shepherds 
from the neighbourhood of Gardiki, who fled hither, 
with their flocks, to escape from the tyranny of their 
Ottoman masters. It is obvious, that the last two 
stories are by no means incompatible with each other. 
But, however the republic may luive begun, there seems 
to be no doubt that, about the year 1 660, it consistedof 
four large villages, Kako Suli, Kiaffa, Avaricos, and 
Samoniva. These were collectively called the Tetra- 
chorion. They stood upon a fine plain, tw^o thousand 
feet above the bed of the Aclieron ; the rock, forming 
a natural breastwork, descended precipitously to the 
river, and behind rose a lofty chain of mountains. 
A single serpentine defile, three miles in length, pass- 
ing through a labyrinth of steeps, forests, and rocks, 
and fortified at every mile with towers, supplied the 
sole means of access to these aerial haunts. 

Forty years subsequent to tliis period, the popula- 
tion had so much increased, that the Suliots founded 
seven new villages towards the foot of the mountain, 
in the country whicli they had subjugated. These 
villages, Tzicuri, Pericati, Vilia, Alsocliori, Kondati, 
Gionala, and Tzephleki, boro the collective appellation 
of the Heptachorion. They constituted a part of the 
general league called the Warrior Confederacy, and 
were considered as advanced posts. On the first 
rumour of war, they sent their families up the moun- 
tain to the four parent villages, and took arms to 
defend the entrance of their defiles. 

In process of time, the Suliots extended their con- 
quests into the adjacent plains. They had to sustain 
several wars against the agas of Margariti, Parami- 
thia, and loannina, in the course of which they made 
themselves masters of sixty-six villages, peopled by 
more than seven thousand inhabitants. Their policy, 
however, was not equal to their valour. It has often 
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been remarked, that those who possess the greatest 
share of freedom are the harshest masters; the Suliots 
certainly did not form an exception to the rule. In- 
stead of jittaching to them their fellow Christians, and 
converting them into an accession of strength — for 
the majority of the vanquished were Christians — they 
contrived to make the Mahometan sway regretted. 
In peace, they disarmed and in various ways oppressed 
them ; in war, they carried off* the provisions of their 
tributaries, when they were not strong enough to defend 
them, and this injustice they aggravated by refusing to 
grant them an asylum in the fastnesses of the hills. 

The Suliots, in truth, though possessed of heroic 
qualities, had but a scanty portion of those qualities 
which conciliate affection. In their eyes bravery and 
love of country were the cardinal virtues ; and war 
and plunder tin? chief business of life. As they held 
traffic of any kind to be a d(‘gradalion, and their cir- 
cumscribed territory did not always produce enough 
for their subsistence, they supplied the deficiency by 
pillaging their Mussulman neighbours, and also such 
of the Ciiristians as were unable to shake off* the yoke. 
Their creed upon this head was contained in a few 
pithy w^ords. “ The lands which the Turks occupy,” 
said they, are not theirs ; they belonged to our fore- 
hithers. Our forefathers were depri ved of them by force; 
and we, their children and heirs, liave a right to ob- 
tain the means of existing, by wresting from the Turks 
all that we are able to seize upon. As to the Greeks 
and the other Christians, who labour for the Turks, 
let them take up arms with us, to reconquer our 
country, or let them submit to be treated like those 
who have robbed us of it.” 

Of the Suliot population, fifteen hundred men were 
usually in readiness to take the field, of whom the 
Tetrachorion furnished a thousand, and the Hepta* 
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chorion five hundred. In the desperate struggles with 
Ali, the Suliots appear to have increased their force 
by an additional thousand men. As soon as hostilities 
were begun, the villages in the plain were abandoned, 
after having been stripped of their moveables and pro- 
visions, and all the community hastened to the defence 
of the passes, each man knowing beforehand the post 
which he was to occupy. In the day of action, the 
women brought food and ammunition to their rela- 
tives, encouraged them to fight manfully, covered 
them with reproaclies when tliey gave way, and even, 
on urgent occasions, fought witli unflinching courage. 
Never to fly, never to be dismayed by any number of 
enemies, were maxims which were early instilled into 
the minds of the mountaineers of Suli'‘; weapons were 
put into the hands of boys at the age of ten years, and 
the use of them, and a deadly hatred of the Turks, 
were the first, and almost the only, lessons which 
they w’erc taught. A Suliot was never separated 
from his arms ; not even when he went to church, 
drove his flocks to pasture, ate, or slept. Their tac- 
tics were simple and desultory ; depending rather on 
individual intelligence and activity than on combined 
and simultaneous efforts. One peculiarity of their 
military system, if system it can be called, deserves 
notice. To a large force they opposed a small one ; 
to a small force, a largo one. In the one case, the 
lesser number sufficed to hold their ground, and more 
was not to be hoped from any increase which they 
could make ; in the other their aim was to render 
success as complete as possible, and to swell the 
amount of prisoners, tliat they might enrich them- 
selves by plunder, sale, or ransom. 

One mode which was employed to stimulate the 
courage of the Suliots displays a considerable know- 
ledge of human nature. If a Suliot manifested any 
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signs of cowardice, the ignominy was visited upon his 
wife in a manner wliicli could not fail to wound her 
feelings deeply. When she went to the spring to 
draw water, or to take her cattle to drink, her more 
fortunate companions, though there might he a hun- 
dred of them, were entitled to keep her aloof from 
the spring, till they were first served. A Suliot 
female, who wished to avoid this insult, or its repeti- 
tion, had no other resource than to separate from her 
husband, or to rouse him to the nitric ving of his 
character by some signal act of intrepidity. 

Of the religion of the people of Suli, M. Pouqiie- 
ville speaks in very unfavourable terms. To fast 
under })aiu of death during the four Lents, to keep the 
long scries of holidays in the (ireek calejidar, to give 
some alms to the churches, and to cross themselves 
frequently, constituted, says he, “ all the religion of 
the Suliots." After darkly hinting at their being 
tainted wotli oriental depravity, be adds, ‘Hhej)rayer 
of a Suliot to God w’as, to ask him for rich booty in 
bis expeditions, and the opportunity of sacrificing 
some ilabomctans. The Turks, on their part, be- 
lieved that they were doing an acceptable service to 
Heaven, by putting such men to death w'henever they 
could lay hands on them. Thus barbarism being 
opposed to barbarism, and fanaticism to fanaticism, 
produced on both sides an atrocious warfare." 

Ihero were no courts of justice, no written or un- 
written laws, no judicial precedents, in the republic of 
Suli. Whatever difierences arose between individuals 
were settled by the heads of tribes to which the paCr- 
ties belonged, and their sentence was final. The 
tribes were called Pharas, and were forty-seven in 
number. Each Phara was presided over by its oldest 
and most respected member ; and the whole forty- 
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seven leaders of tribes formed a council, which de- 
cided upon all public affairs. 

Of their customs some were curious. Men were 
forbidden to interfere in any quarrel, whether between 
men or women, even though their object was to recon- 
cile the quarrellers. W omen alone were allowed to act 
the part of peace-makers. It was doubtless, and 
wisely, apprehended, that the intervention of a male 
mediator, especially as that mediator always bore 
arms, would tend only to envenom a dispute, and 
increase the number of combatants. Those who 
begin by being n'concilers, often end by being inve- 
terate participators in a feud. The lives of women 
were protected by a singular custom, whicli, however, 
is said to have been effectual. “The ^Hiliot who mur- 
dered a woman,'' says M. Fauriel, “ was condemned 
to maintain at his own cost as many citizens as it 
was to be presumed the deceased female would have 
borne children had she not been killed. To a Suliot 
such a punishment was worse than death ; and, ac- 
cordingly, each avoided, with a sort of terror, every 
occasion of being in a passion with and striking a 
woman.” Tliere were, nevertheless, if M. Pouque- 
ville may be credited, certain crises in which little 
mercy was shown to the softer sox. lie tells us 
that, even on the slightest sus])ieioii of gallantry, a 
husband, or the bead of a tribe, could order a wife to 
be sown up in a sack, and thrown from the summit 
of the rocks into the waters of the Aclieron. 

The appearance of the Suliots was in unison with 
their character and pursuits. Among tlicm were to 
be found models of furm. Exposed constantly to the 
elements — for they had no tents in their expeditions, 
and slept on the ban^ ground wrapt in their shaggy 
capotes — their skin assumed almost the hue of bronze. 
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The sabre, not the ataghan, was their favourite wea- 
pon. “ By his middle stature, his voice as piercing as 
an eagle’s, his gestures, his abrupt and agile move- 
ments,” says M. Pouqucville, “ ho shows to you at’the 
first glance, the mountain warrior. II is irascibility, 
and his bursts of passion, betray his antique origin. 
You recognise in him the descendant of the victors of 
the Granicus ; he has their fire, their daring, their 
splendid qualities, and their defects.” 

With such a people, situated so perilously as they 
were for liim on his southern frontier, it is not likely 
that, under any circumstances, Ali would long have 
remained at peace. They were too sliarp a thorn in 
his side for him not to make an attempt to pluck it 
out. But the contest seems to have been hastened 
by the intrigues of the Russians and of the pasha of 
Bcrat. 

It was in the spring of 1790 that hostilities com- 
menced between Ali and the Suliots. lie bad not 
yet learned to appreciate justly tlu'ir courage and re- 
sources. Thre(‘ thousand men, whom he sent against 
them, found the Suliots entrenched in the mountains, 
and, not daring to attack such a formidable position, 
they seized all tlie peasants, provisions, and cattle, 
longing to the villages on the phiin, which the 
biiliots liad not had time to remove. Enraged at 
this, the mountaineers despatched from their rocks a 
body of troops, which, falling furiously on the pasha’s 
soldiers, routed them with great slaughter, rescinid 
the captives, secured the spoil, and })ursned the fugi - 
tives into the valley of loannina, burning all the 
country-houses and mowj[U(i8 which lay in their route. 

Ali would probably have endeavoured to take im- 
mediate vengeance for this defeat, had he not been 
summoned to join the Turkish army on the Danube. 
He did not return till autumn. AVe h%vo no record 
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of his exploits in this campaign. M. Pouqueville as- 
serts, that they were confined to seeing the smoke of 
the German bivouacs, and to bringing back with him 
several hundred Servians and Bulgarians, of whom 
he foiTucd two small colonies in his pashalik. There 
is, however, no ground for .believing that he would 
shrink from the perils of war ; a want of courage was 
not among his faults. 

In the spring of 1791, the Suliots emerged from 
their rocky recesses, and began their operations by 
plundering and wasting Amphilochia. They pushed 
their incursions to such an extent that commerce with 
Lower Albania was entirely interrupted, and it was 
impossible to pass the defiles, into the south of the 
valley of Ioann ina without numerou,s escorts, which 
they often defeated. They were even daring enough 
to extend their ravages as far as the defiles of Pindus ; 
nor did they withdraw to their own district till winter 
compelled them. In these inroads they w^ere guilty 
of more than one act of gross impolicy ; they pil- 
laged friends as well as foes, and involved themselves 
in a quarrel with the leaders of the Armatoles, and 
with various Turkish districts which had hitherto 
been friendly to them, or at least neutral. Ali 
availed himself of their imprudence to bind closer to 
his interest the chiefs of the Armatoles. 

Finding that their reduction could not easily be 
accomplished without first depriving them of the sup- 
port of the pasha of Berat, Ali represented to him 
that it was their mutual interest to destroy a Chris- 
tian confederation, which only served to slay the 
followers of Mahomet, and diminish the power of the 
Porte. He at length succeeded in gaining over 
Ibrahim, who, giving way to his religious prejudices, 
conceived that he performed a meritorious deed in 
abandoning J|he Suliots to their fate. The marriage 
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of his youngest daughter with Veli Bey, All's second 
son, already affianced to her, confirmed their recon- 
ciliation. 

Previously to renewing the war against Suli, Ali 
seems to have thought it prudent to secure his north- 
ern frontier. Ilis movements in that quarter had a 
double pur]K)8e ; to establish, in the first place, a safe 
communication between loaimina and liis native terri- 
tory^ of Tepelen, and, in the next, to hold more com- 
pletely tlie ])asha of Berat in check. For these ends 
he seized upon, and fortified, the strong post of 
Klissura, on the road to Berat, where the Aous or 
Yoiussa, entc'Ts the deep defile which was occupied by 
Philip in the first Macedonian war, and where, till 
the key of his f)ositiou was b(‘tray(^d, that monarch 
held at bay the legions of Flaniinius. Ali also made 
himself master of the districts along the Desnitza, 
from its source to its confluence with the Voiussa, 
and of various others in this part of Albania. 

Ali, meanwhib*, was not negligent of liis principal 
object, the subjugation of 8uli. Irritated by the 
Suliots, many of tlio Armatoles had, as we have 
already stated, enrolled themselves under his banner; 
those wlio did not join him, consented to remain 
ncutnil. From the beys of Thesprotia, who were 
roused by having been plundered, he obtained rein- 
forcements, and he was joined by a corps of auxilia- 
ries, supj)lied by Ibrahim Pasha, These, with his 
own trooj)s, fomu^d an army of fifteen thousand 
strong, the Mahometan portion of which had sworn 
on the Koran to conquer or die. The confederates 
moved from loannina on the 1st of July, 1792. 

Large as his force was, it was chiefly on a plan for 
surprising the Suliots that Ali built his hopes of suc- 
cess. At the outset, therefore, he did not make 
public hi'i real object, but gave out that he intended to 

H • 
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attack the Mussulman town of Argyro Castro, the 
beys of which had early been his enemies, and who 
had now rejected a governor whom he had nominated. 
Such being his pretended purpose, he strove to lull 
tho Suliots into security, and deprive them of a part 
of their strength, by complimenting their valour, and 
inviting them to co-operate in his expedition. Tho 
letter, which he wrote to two of their most celebrated 
captains, was conceived in the following terms 
My friends Botzari and Tzavella, 

“1, Ali Pasha, salute you, and kiss your eyes. 
Being well acquainted with your courage and spirit, 
and thinking that 1 stand in the utmost need of your 
assistance, 1 most earnestly entreat that, on the re- 
ceipt of this letter, you will, without delay, assemble 
all your palikars, and come to meet me, that I may 
march against my enemies. The moment is now 
arrived, in which you can essentially serve me, and 
give proofs ,of your friendship and aftection. Your 
pay shall be double that of my Albanians, for I know 
your valour is superior to theirs. As I shall not go 
to war before you arrive, 1 entreat you to come 
quickly. This is all I have to communicate at pre- 
sent, and so farewell.'' 

A council was called, by Botzari and Tzavella, to 
which this letter was read. Tlie artifice of the pasha 
was seen through by the sharp-sighted Suliots ; l^ing, 
however, unwilling to enrage him by showing tliat 
they had penetrated his secret, they replied, that their 
warriors were wanted at homo to defend their country, 
but that being desirous to oblige bis Highness, and 
acquire his good will, they had given permission to 
Captain Tasavella to join him at the head of seventy 
palikars, ‘‘ This reinforcement,” said they, will 
suffice to render you everywhere victorious,” 

Though inly stung by his disappointment, Ali con- 
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cealed his anger, and as soon as the detachment 
arrived from Siili, he began his inarch in the direction 
of Argyro Castro. Scarcely had he procwded twenty 
miles, before he halted and encamped. Either to 
repose, or to indulge in their accustomed manly 
sports, Tzavella and his companions incautiously laid 
aside their arms. Tliis opportunity, which the halt 
had been made for the purj)ose of aftbrding, w’as in- 
stantly seized to arrest them. Only three of the 
Suliots eoiild snatch their weapons ; two of them fell, 
covered wuth wounds, the third escaped, swam unhurt 
amidst a shower of bullets over the river Kalaraas, 
and reached Suli in time to warn his countrymen of 
their danger. 

Ali then turn(^d his march towards Suli, and reached 
the mountain on the following day ; but finding the 
8uliots on the alert, he deferred his attack, and re- 
sorted again to artful negociation. Ordering Tza- 
vella to bo brought before him, he alternately tried 
promises and menaces, the hope of ample riches, 
and the dread of being flayed alive, to induce him to 
betray his country. ‘‘ Release me from my fetters 
then,"' said Tzavella, for while you retain me in 
them my countrynum will never submit.” At the 
same tipie the Suliot held forth an cxp(^ctatiori that, 
if liberated, he would use his influence to lead them 
to submission. On Ali demanding what security his 
captive would give to return, should he not succeed, 
Tzavella replied, My only son, Foto, who is a thou- 
sand times dearer to me, and more valuable to his 
country, than ray own life.” The terms were ac- 
cepted, and the Suliot chief was set at liberty. 

On reaching Suli, the chief assembled the council, 
expatiated in the strongest terms upon the treachery 
and sanguinary disposition of Ali, recommended hasty 
preparations for a strenuous resistance, and nobly 

H 2* 
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declared, that no concern for him and his relatives 
ought to have the slightest weight with them, as 
every member of his family would glory in sacri- 
ficing his existence for his country. As soon as all 
was ready to meet the vizier s attack, Tzavella de- 
spatched to him the following letter : — 

“Ali Pasha, I rejoice that I have deceived a decei- 
ver : it is to di^fend my country against a robber that 
I am here. My son will die, but I will fearfully 
avenge him before my death. Some Turks, like 
yourself, will say that I am a pitiless father to make 
my son a victim for my own liberation. I answer 
that if you had taken our mountain, you would have 
massacred my son, w ith all my family and my coun- 
trymen, without my having the pdwer to revenge 
their murder. If w^e are victorious, I shall have 
other children, for my wdfe is young. As to my son, 
young as he is, he will be happy to sacrifice himself 
for his country, or he is not worthy to live, nor to be 
acknowledged as a child of mine, He will die with 
courage ; if he do not, he does not deserve to bo 
called a worthy son of Greece, our country. Advance 
then, thou traitor ! I am impatient for revenge ; I, 
thy sworn enemy, Captain Lainbro Tzavella.’' 

Exasperated as he w^as at the failure of his scheme, 
Ali did not deem it expedient to put young Tzavella 
to death, but sent him to be imprisoned at loannina. 
When the youth was brought before Veli Pasha and 
All’s minister, Mahomet Eflendi, they put his courage 
to the test, by telling him that they had received 
orders to roast him alive. Have you ?” said the in- 
trepid stripling, then if my father conquers, he will 
serve you the same.” Veli then directed him to be 
confined in one of the monasteries of the island. 

Ali seemed at first inclined to try the efficacy of a 
blockade in reducing the Suliots. But mtelligenco 
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which he received of a plan formed by tliem to carry 
liim ofl’even from the midst of his camp, irritated him 
80 much, that he determined to come immediately to 
action. As was their wont, the Suliots abandoned 
the villages in the plain, and posted themselves in 
their towers, an<i among the rocks, for the defence of 
the passes. The Albanians advanced, but at the pass 
of Klissura they w^re met by such a heavy hrefrom 
the tower of Tichos and from the Suliots on the emi- 
nences, while fraijments of rock were rolled down on 
them by the women and children, that they fell by 
hundreds, the entrance of the strait was nearly choked 
up by the dead, and the survivors began to show 
signs of hesitation. Ali, who w^as watching their 
movements frofti a noiohbourinof mountain, restored 
their ardour hy the promise of large rew’ards,and par- 
ticularly one of five hundn‘d purses to the man who 
sliould first ptuietrate into Kako Suli. Again the 
combat was renewed, wdth nKioubled fury, and, at 
length, after Hev(‘ral hours fighting, the Suliots, ex- 
hausted, and short of ammunition, fell hfick towards 
K iaffa. The Turks fo 1 lowed, lea v i ng beh i n d th eni unre- 
duced thetowerof Tichos. Anotlier struggle, long, des- 
perate, and deadly, ensued, which was only suspended 
by a farther retreat of the Suliots tow’ards their capi- 
tal, the position of KiafFa being no longer tenable. 
Even the great fort u])on Khungi, which commanded 
the profound chasm of the Trijia between Kiaffa and 
Kako Suli, was so weakly garrisoned as to be unable 
to intercept the pursuers. The retiring Suliots were 
closely tracked by their exulting foes. Never before 
had the fet;t of infidels advanced so far into the moun- 
tains of Suli, At this moment, Jind when the fate of 
the republic hung as it were by a thread, the tide of 
war was turned by female heroism. Roused by the 
cries of danger, which echoed through the hills, 
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Mosco, the wife of Tzavella, armed the women of 
Kako Suli, and rushed forward with them to join in 
the general defence. They stopped their receding 
countrymen, and headed them in a vigorous attack 
upon the assailants, who, breathless with climbing 
the steeps, were ill able to rej^el this furious charge. 
All animated by the same generous passion, the love 
of their country, the Suliots, both men and women, 
seemed now to have but one soul, and, as it were, one 
body. While some, rc-supplied with ammunition, 
kept up a hot fire, others united their strength to roll 
down immense masses of rocks on their invaders. 
I'lie Albanians fled ; and at this moment their confu- 
sion was increased by assaults u])()u their flanks. The 
Turkish column was broken to its very centre. The 
scattered fugitives endeavoured to escape down the 
pass, but their number was every moment thinned by 
their pursuers, and when they reached the tower of 
Tichos, their flight was eflectually intercepted by a 
sally of the garrison. Of those who had entered the 
defile scarcely a man escaped, and the bed of the 
Acheron w'as encumbered with the bodies of the 
slain. 

Foremost among the victorious republicans was 
the heroine Mosco. On her reaching the tow’cr of 
Tichos, she found her nephew lying dead there, with 
nine other young Suliot^ who had died in defending 
it. Throwing herself on the bleeding coq)8e, she 
kissed his lips, covered him with her a])ron, and ex- 
claimed, ‘‘ My beloved nephew, I am come too late to 
save thy life, but I can at least avenge thy death upon 
thy murderei*s.” Having uttered these few w’ords, she 
rushed onward with her countrymen to complete the 
victory, by crushing the remaining force of the pasha. 
No farther stand wms attempted to be made by the 
panic-smitten Albanians. They were hunted and cut 
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down in all directions, and happy were those who 
could find a temporary refuge in the woods and 
inountaius. About six thousand were slain or taken 
prisoners, and it was some weeks before all the dispi * 
rited remnants of the Turkish army could be collected 
together. Baggage, ammunition, and arms, all fell 
intc) the hands of the conquerors. Ali himself was so 
hotly pursued, that he killed two horses before he 
could reach his capital. He could only rally a thou- 
sand men, and with these he entered loannina during 
the niglit. To conceal his defeat, he preceded his 
arrival by a proclamation, forbidding the inhabitants 
to appear at the windows, or even in the streets ; and 
so much were his spirits depressed by his reverse of 
fortune, that he shut himself up in his harem for 
several days, and admitted only a few of his confiden- 
tial friends. 

By a juction with the Kimariots, the Suliots soon 
became sufiiciently strong to commence offensive 
operations. Tenable to make head against them, Ali 
w’as compelled to consent to a disadvantageous peace. 
Tie ceded all the territory which they had won, as far 
as Dervitziana, restored the seventy prisoners and the 
son of Tza Vella, and paid a hundred thousand piastres 
for the ransom of his captive soldiers. The beys of 
Paramithia and Margariti, whom he had seduced or 
intimidated to join him in warring upon the Suliots, 
were also under the necessity of signing a separate 
treaty, by which they bound themselves to be thence- 
forth in alliance wdth the republic. 

Scarcely were thest; treaties signed before Ali found 
himself implicated in an affair that threatened his very 
existence, and to clear himself from which required 
the utmost efforts of the crafty Albanian. His ene- 
mies bad discovered his secret correspondence with 
Kussia, and had obtained proof against him^ bearing 
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his seal, which appeared sufficient to decide his fate. 
A capidgi bashi was immediately despatched from 
Constantinople to loannina, to institute a judicial 
inquiry. 

Upon the arrival of the officer, he immediately 
proceeded to open before Ali the evidence of the 
pasha's intelligence with the enemies of the Porte; 
and for this once truth appeared likely to prevail. 
But, though the satrap was alarmed, he did not lose 
his presence of mind. ‘‘ In the opinion of his high- 
ness," said he, I must be culpable, for this is my 
seal, and I cannot deny it ; but the body of the letter 
is not in the writing of my secretiU'ies ; some one must 
have surreptitiously used my seal, for the purpose of 
ruining me. I entreat you to grant •me a few days, 
that I may fathom this mystery of iniquity, which com- 
promises me in the sight of my master and of all good 
Mussulmans. May God enable me to establish my 
innocence, v^hich, though appearances are against me, 
is as pure as the light of the sun." 

After the lapse of a few days, during which Ali 
affected to be engaged in a secret investigation of the 
plot formed against him, but which were really passed 
in forming plans to extricate himself, he hit upon 
a scheme which promised to answer his purpose. He 
sent for a Greek, oa whom he thought he could rely, 
to whom, without betraying its real tenor, he com- 
municated hisdesign. ‘^Thou knowest,*’ said he, ‘‘that 
I have always esteemed thee, and the moment is now 
come when I will make thy fortune. From this day 
thou art my son, thy children ai'e mine, and my palace 
shall be ever open to thee. In return for my benefits, 
I ask from thee but a trifling service, a mere matter 
of fonn. Thou art aware that the rascally capidgi 
bashi, who arrived here within these few days, has 
brought with him certain jiapers, bearing my seal, 
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which are to bo made use of to extort money from me. 
I have given too much already; and this time, without 
opening my purse, unless to a good servant like thee, 
1 wish to silence my enemy. Tliorefore, my son, when 
I give thee notice, thou must be before the tribunal, 
and there, in the presence of the capidgi bashi and 
the cadi, thou must declare that thou art the writer 
of the letters attributed to me, and that, without my 
knowledge, thou didst make use of my seal, in order 
to give them an official value/' 

At these words the Greek turned y>ale, and was 
about to reply. “ What dost fear, my beloved friend? 
Am 1 not thy kind master ? Thou gainest my affection 
forever. What canst thou apprehend while I protect 
thee ? W ould tfjo capidgi bashi dare to act here with- 
out my leave ? No ; 1 have thrown twenty men of his 
sort into the lake. Ali Pasha is not fallen so low as 
to suffer any one to interfere with his rights. With 
a subject 1 would not condescend to resort to entreaty 
— but I am not on such terms with thee, I know thy 
attachment, and, if thou hast still any doubts, I 
swear to thee, in the name of my prophet, and by my 
own and my children’s heads, that no harm shall he^ 
fall thee frotn the capidgi bashi. But, that our affair 
may succeed as w'e wish, mind that thou dost not 
talk about what I have confided to thee." 

The Greek, who knew that the sword of Ali im- 
pended over his head, ivas fain to comply : he pro- 
mised to give the required testimony, and he was 
immediately dismissed. Ali then ordered the capidgi 
bashi to be introduced, and said, with much apparent 
emotion, ‘‘ I have at length got to the bottom of the 
infernal plot which has been hatched against me. It 
is the work of a man paid by the implacable enemies 
of the empire, an agent of Kussia. I have him in my 
power, but have given him hopes of a pardon, pro- 
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vidcd he will make ample confession. Repair, 
therefore, to the tribunal, and let tlie cadi, the judges, 
and the primates of the city, he assembled to hear 
the deposition of the delinquent.” 

The court was speedily convened, and the trembling 
Greek was asked, in presence of the capidgi bashi, 
whether he knew the hand -writing of the letters. 

It is mine.” — Wliose is this seal ? ” — It is that 
of my master, Ali Pasha.” — “ How came it at the 
bottom of these letters?” — “ I myself affixed it, 
abusing the confidence of my master, who sometimes 
entrusted me witli it, for tlie purpose of signing his 
orders.” — That is enough, withdraw !” 

Anxious for the success of his scheme, Ali was 
entering tlie cadi’s court-yard, wheh a signal from 
one of his officers informed him of its prosperous 
issue. According to previous order, the deluded 
Greek, upon quitting the Court, was instantly seized 
and hanged, without being allowed to utter a single 
syllable. Ali then entered the justice-chamber, and 
demanded the result of tlie inquiry. His innocence 
was declared by acclamation. It is well,” said the 
satrap, “ the guilty author of the crime which was 
imputed to me is no more ; ho has just been hanged 
by my command. Thus perish all the enemies of 
our glorious Sultan.” Copies of the examination 
were then taken, for the purpose of being sent to 
Constantinople, and the good word of the capidgi 
bashi was ensured by a present of fifty purses. Ali, 
at the same time, forwarded rich presents to many 
members of the divan, by whose influence he wa.s 
again restored to the confidence of the Grand 
Signior. 
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CHAPTER V. 

Destruction of the Bossig^adians — Operations of Ali in Central 
Albania — Kara Mustnplia — Designs of Bonaparte on Greece — 
lieport of M. Arnault on Albania — Objects of Ali — 11(? writes 
to Bonapaitc — His connexion with the Preneb — Massacre at 
Agliio Vassili, &c. — Revolt of Passwan Oglon — Bonaparte writes 
to Ali — Ali turns against the French — Butrinto evacuated by the 
Fiencb — Ali defeats tlie French at Nicopolis — Ho takes IVevcsa 
— Barbarous Tieatinent of the IVisoners — The Russians excite 
the Hatred of Ali — Honours lavished upon Ali. 

Having thus (.‘scaped from the danger which 
threatened him, •Ali, the more effectually to lioodwink 
the governmeitt as to his designs, now determined to 
gratify tlie wish of the divan, by exerting himself in 
ilia capacity of dervendji baahi, to suppress the nu- 
merous banditti by which Rumelia was infested. The 
performance of this task would also afford him an 
opportunify of extending his encroachments. Among 
the most obnoxious of the robbers were the inhabitants 
of Bossigrad, a small town between the lakes of Kas- 
toria and Ochrida, the fame of whose depredations ex - 
tended as far as Constantinople. The task of chastis- 
ing them he committed to l*aleopouIo and Canavos, 
two of the leaders of Greek Armatoles. The enter- 
prise failed, in consequence of the disgust exciti'd in the 
Albanian Mabometans, by their being jilaced under the 
command of Christians. Force having proved ineffec- 
tual against the freebooters, Ali resorted to artifice. 
He sent them a letter, in which he told them, that, 
being a sincere admirer of tlieir courage, lie wished to 
have them for his most faithful servants, and therefore 
would give them honourable and lucrative employ- 
ments, if they would enter into bis service. The love 
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of flattery, and the love of gain, by which so many 
have been ruined, were deistructivetothcBossigradians. 
Seduced by his compliments and his offers, numbers 
of them hastened to loannina, and his perfidious kind- 
ness soon thinned Bossigrad of its bravest defenders. 
When this was accomplished, Ali despatched some 
chosen troops, under Yussuf, who traversed the ridge 
of Pindus by unfrequented roads, fell suddenly upon 
the town, and put to the sword or to the torture all 
who dared to resist. At the same time the Bossi- 
gradians whom he had lured to loannina perished by 
the hand of the executioner. This treacherous con- 
quest opened to tlie pasha the road to the canton of 
Caulonias ; an important position, as it laid open to 
him a passage into Central and Upper Albania. 

Ali's expedition against the Bossigradians was 
scarcely terminated, when Albania experienced one of 
those political storms so common in Turkey. Mua- 
tapha Busakli, the pasha of Scutari, either guilty or 
suspected of treasonable designs, was declared 
manll by the Porte, or, in other words, was excom- 
municated and put to the ban of the empire. The 
pashas, beys, and other great feudatories, in conse- 
quence received orders to marcli against Kara Musta- 
pha, or Black IVIustapha, as he was opprobrioiisly 
called after the passing of the sentence against him. 
As in this instance his interest was in unison with his 
duty, Ali was one of the flrst to take the field ; the 
service of his sovereign was his pretence, his own 
aggrandisement was the real motive. Accordingly, 
instead of joining the Rumili-valisee, who had pro- 
ceeded towards Dibres, he marched in the direction 
of Caulonias. On this occasion, he rallied round his 
standard many of the chiefs of the Armatoles, among 
the most conspicuous of whom were Paleopoulo and 
his brother-in-law Canavos. The valour displayed 
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by these chiefs in various skirmishes and assaults is 
said to have excited Iiis envy, and of course his hatred. 
Having seized the strong post of Gheortcha, he took 
Ochrida by storm, and put the vanquislied to the 
sword. By becoming master of Ochrida, he gained 
over to his party tlie neighbouring beys of western 
Macedonia, who were naturally jealous of the autho- 
rity of the Porte. Nor was this the sole advantage 
arising from the conquest. The province of Ochrida, 
situated in the mountains between Macedonia and 
central Albania, includes within itself all the defiles 
which lead from Constantinople into the ])ashalik of 
Berat. Thus, Ali not only very nearly cut off the 
communication between the Ottoman capital and 
Upper Albania,*but, likewise, flanked the possessions 
of Ibrahim Pasha on the east and north, as he already 
did on the south, and could in future harass him on 
every side except that of the sea. The post of 
Gheortcha also gave him an excellent military posi- 
tion, which covered a considerable part of his northern 
frontier, and formed, on the east, the key to the 
whole range of Pindus, that divides Epirus from 
Thessaly. 

The real purpose being answered for wdiich he had 
put his troops in motion, Ali seems to have slackened 
in his exertions, if even he did not discontinue them. 
It is certain that he accomplished nothing more 
against Kara Mustapha ; it is not unlikely, that he 
had a secret understanding with him. Though ho 
was sorely pressed by the Ottoman general, the pro- 
scribed Mustapha at length came triumphant out of 
the contest. With only seventy-two men he gallantly 
defended the castle of Scutari against twenty thousand 
besiegers, till a general insurrection of the Albanians 
of his pashalik, which was provoked by the excesses 
of the Turks, compelled the Rmnili-valisee to raise 
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the siege, and fly with his shattered army. Finding 
that it could not put down Mustapha, the Porte re- 
tracted its anathema, confirmed him inliis office, and 
even appointed him Rurnili-valisee in the place of his 
recent opponent. Either, however, because he had so 
agreed with Ali, or that the league of Macedonian 
beys which the astute pasha had formed was too power- 
ful for him to encounter, Mustapha remained at Scu- 
tari, and made no attempt to take up his residence at 
Monastir, wliich was the official abode of a Rurnili- 
valisee. 

Hitherto, the shock of the Frencli revolution, which 
had convulsed so many European states, liad not been 
felt in the Ottoman dominions. Its influence now 
began to be extended to them. their shameful 

subversion of the Venetian government, the French 
republic acquired the possessions of that government 
in the Adriatic, and consequently became a neighbour 
of Turkey in that quarter. It appears, too, that pro- 
jects which as yet perhaps had hardly assumed a 
definite shape, but which certainly were not favour- 
able to the Porte, were being brooded over both by 
tlie directory and by Bonaparte. It is indubitable, 
that a correspondence was opened by the latter with 
the Greeks of the Morea, and wdth the pashas of Scu- 
tari, loannina, and other Albanian districts; and that 
he ordered his officers in the Ionian Islands, to encou- 
rage the Greeks in a wish for independence, and to 
talk of Greece, of Athens, and of Sparta.’* In one of 
his letters to the directory, at a later period, he says, 
“ I have already some intercourse with the principal 
chiefs of the country, and Greece may yet arise from 
its ashes.” To conciliate these expected allies, but 
ostensibly as a mark of his esteem and friendship 
for the Porte,” he also issued a proclamation, direct- 
ing that, in all Italian ports occupied by the French, 
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Ottoman subjects should enjoy perfect liberty, and 
that a special protection should be granted to the 
Greeks, and particularly to the Albanians. 

Along with the squadron wliicli was despatched to 
take ])ossession of the Ionian Isles, Bonaparte sent 
M. Arnault, an eminent literary character, who has 
since acquired fame as a dramatist. Arnault was 
entrusted with the mission of examining the situation 
of the islands, and, which was perhaps the main point, 
of personally obtaining information with respect to 
Albania. lie seems to have had but little liking for 
bis task, especially the latter part of it, and to have 
cast only a hasty glance upon the coast of Epirus. 
The repoi*t which he made to Bonaparte was evidently 
not designed to induce the general to look upon the 
Greeks and Albanians as likely to be efficient auxilia- 
ries. The poetical missionaiy appears, indeed, to have 
been strongly and equally prejudiced against both par- 
ties. It will be seen, too, that of the information which 
he gleaned, some is trivial, and some erroneous. 

“ As to the questions,*’ says he, ‘‘ which you put 
to me respecting Albania, there are several to which 
I can give no answer, but I will communicate to you 
all that I have been able to learn relative to tho 
manners of its inhabitants, wdio are more barbarous 
than those whom we call savages in America. 

“ It would be an act of self- deception to suppose 
that there can be any other connexion between tho 
French colony and the Albanians than what may re- 
sult from a very limited commerce ; they have uni- 
formly destroyed every establishment wbieban attempt 
has been made to form amongst them. Lasalie, a 
French shipwright, was the victim, not many years 
since, of an essay of this kind. Ship-timber and cattle 
are the principal riches of Albania, which is peopled 
by hordes of robbers and shepherds. 
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“These shepherds, unlike the companions of Apollo, 
those who abode on the banks of the Alpheus and 
Amphrisas, have exchanged the crook and scrip of 
their ancestors for the musket and cartridge-box ; the 
wild fig-tree, round which they assemble, is a real 
guard -house, where a sentinel is always upon duty. 

“ The spirit of robbery is carried to such a pitch 
among the Albanians, that the right of escheat, tlie 
right of seizing the fragments of a wreck, extends to 
the shipwrecked person. A bit of gold lace, a silver 
button, an object of the most trifling value, excites 
their cupidity, and causes the death of a human being. 

“ The appearance of an Aliianian is strange and 
terrible ,* his costume is the ancie nt Greek costume, to 
which he adds an enormous mantle oi coarse woollen 
cloth with a hairy surface, which, when he wraps 
himself up in it, gives him the look of a goat. His 
shirt, of coarse linen, with large sleeves, and descend- 
ing to the knc'cs, above the pantaloons, bears a per- 
fect resemblance to the ancient tunic. 

“ Ilis slices, like the buskin of old, are fastened to 
his legs with straps ; two monstrous mustachios inter- 
sect his sunburnt face ; two pistols and a dagger fas- 
tened to his girdle ; a long sabre, with tliej^handle 
hanging downward, suspended to his side ; a musket 
slung obliquely behind his back ; a case with a pipe ; 
and boxes for tobacco, shot, and powder ; such is the 
complete equipment of an Albanian : he is a walking 
arsenal. Husbandmen, shepherds, robbers, all carry 
fire-arms, and make use of them wdth a skill which 
realises the prodigy of the man who could split balls 
into two equal halves by firing at the edge of a knife. 

“ Some Albanian villages are dependencies on the 
Venetian possessions, and at this moment are subject 
to the provisional government of Corfu. The rest of 
Lower and Upper Albania belongs to the Turks, and 
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s ruled by two ])asba9 hostile to each other ; the* 
Albanians follow the fortunes of these chiefs, one of 
whom, Ali, pasha of loannina, is in open rebellion 
against the Porte, while the other, Mustapha, pasha 
e)f Delvino, adheres to his sovereign. Frequent and 
furious combats take place, and frequent conflagrations 
hash’ll the depopulation of these deserts, whicli are 
stained with blood by a warfare no less obscure than 
calamitous. 

Tile two parties equally seek to gain the suppojrt 
of the French; Ali Pasha, especially, has made great 
advances. I believe even that he has asked and ob- 
tained an interview, of the object and issue of which 
only General (Jentili (the governor of Corfu) can 
inform you. 

B<‘side,s the war between pasha and pasha, there 
also exists in Albania wars between jiashas and indi- 
viduals. In my short excursion to the coast of Epi- 
rus, 1 saw a papas (priest) who (n joyed such credit 
among his Hock, that, at his mere summons, every 
man in the di.’^trict would fly to arms. Ali, who has 
never been able to subdue him, offers an enormous 
price for his head. This soldier-priest, attended by 
his clergy, his staff officers, came to visit me, and 
solicit tile friendship of the French. 

The Albanians speak neither Greek, nor Turkish, 
nor Italian ; they have a peculiar idiom, which is in- 
terpreted to ns by the Corfiotes, who farm tlie conti- 
nental domains of the Venetian government. It would 
be difficult to keep up the least intercourse with them 
by means of printing ; the knowledge of reading and 
writing being still more rare among them than it is in 
the islands, where we correspond with the villages 
only through the medium of the priests. 

This is what I have gathered as to Albania. I 
have likewise procured soin^j particulars, which may 
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be relied on, as to the present * state of the Morea. 
With these I will close my letter, which perhaps is 
already too long. 

‘‘ The glory of the French army, and the fame of 
your exploits, have resounded amidst the ruins of 
Sparta and Athens ; but do not believe that the 
Greeks are our sincerest admirers ; the Greeks (ex- 
cept the Mainotes) degraded and perverted by the 
subjection in which the Turks hold them, devote 
tljomselves wholly to husbandry and commerces wliicli 
are despised by the Mussulmans. 

Thieves, perfidious, inhospitable, they see in a 
stranger only an enemy or a ]>rey ; the Turks alone 
expect you, tand repeat your name with enthusiasm, 
and, to the shame of an enlightened jieople, liberty 
has no partisans but among a people of tyrants." 

Unfavourable as Arnaults report w^asto the Alba- 
nians, there was something in it which, in the judg- 
ment of the person to whom it was addressed, could 
not fail to neutralise all that was said against them. 
In the eyes of Bonaparte, one of the moving 
arsenals," as the poet sarcastically called them, was of 
more value than a host of shepherds. 8ueh men 
would be fit instruments, in case it became necessary, 
as he anticipated it would, to secure a share of the 
spoil in a partition of Turkey. Besides, it was neces- 
sary at present to be on good terms with tlie pasbas of 
Albania, more esj>ecially w ith Ali, in order to procure 
the needful supplies for the Ionian Islands. The 
French general, therefore, still continued to carry on 
a correspondence with the satrap of loannina, the pasha 
of Scutari, and others, in spite of M. Arnault's invec • 
tive. 

Ali, on his part, had more than one reason for being 
desirous of Frencli support. Backed by so powerful 
an ally as France, he might hope to establish his power 
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on a firm basis ; opposed by France, Ins situation 
would be unsafe and precarious. By lending his aid 
to his new neighbours, he might also hoj^o to obtain 
the cession of one or more of the Venetian towns on 
the continent, an object wdiich he had much at heart. 
It was, indeed, of the utmost importance to Ali that 
the French should not adopt towards Epirus the 
policy of the V^enetiau republic. The governors of 
the Ionian Islands, availing themselves of the anar- 
chy which prevailed among the higher class of All^- 
nians, had organised a league, composed of the beys 
along the coast, and of all the indt'pendent tribes, 
who, althouoh divided when thiir individual interests 
were concenK*d, never failed to unite against the 
eneroachments of the* pashas. Tfius, the Venetians 
covered their term Jlrma pogst^Hsions, from Biitrinto 
to Prevesa, by various confederations, which held in 
check the pasha of Dtdvino. (in the other side, by 
means of the lieys of Margariti and Paramithia, they, 
without striking a blow, arrested the enterprises of 
th(? paslia of loannina ; while, to keep dow'ii the 
Mahometan heys, they made use of the Christian 
tribes of Suli and Acroceraunia. By these means, 
they had acquired a great prepond(Tancc in the 
affairs of Albania. Nor was this all. The politic 
Venetians bad procured a clause to bo inserted in 
their treaty with tlie Porte, that no subjeel of that 
state sliould build a fort or erect a battery within a 
mile of the Ionian coast, nor sail with any anned 
vessel through the channel of Corfu. Ali, therefore, 
could neither form a marine, nor fortify the single 
harbour which he possessed, the small port of Sala* 
gora, on the gulf of Arta. 

It appears to have been early in the summer of 
1797 tliat Ali first wrote to Bonaparte. His Ian- 
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giiage was highly fliiitoring to the conqueror of Italy. 

Tile esteem and veneration which I cherish for 
you, general,” said the pasha, “ and for a great and 
powerful nation, have induced me to wish for its 
friendship, which I cultivate with its ministers and 
ambassadors: in following the example of my sove- 
reign, I satisfy an inclination which is innate in me. 
At all times I have given essential proofs of this 
sincere feeling to all your countrymen whom I have 
had the jileasiire of knowing within my government, 
and esjiecially to M. Tozoni, your vice-consul here, 
and to M. Dujirc, your agent at Arta. They have 
witnessed my joy on learning your victories, which 
bring my friends nearer to m(‘, and, my unfeigned 
wishes for the prosperity of your rejiublic. 

“ Your heroic actions, general, which I admire in 
common with all the world, make me desire to gain 
your ])er8onal friendship ; and the sympathy of our 
military tastes is a sure pledge to me that I shall 
obtain it. 

It will b(? agret‘able to me to receive a testimony 
of it, and to draw closer with the hero of France the 
ties of friendship, which my heart has always deeply 
felt for your nation ; it is a real ])lea8ure to me to 
give the most distinguished r(‘ceptioii and the most 
decisive support to every Frenchman who comes 
within thedimits of inv government. 

4 » C? 

Tht‘se feelings, general, embolden me to request 
of you the favour to lend me, for a year or two, two 
brave master artillerymen, and two bombardiers, who, 
however, shall always be at your orders. I beg of 
you to send them through the meditim of M. Dupr6, 
your agent at Arta, who will he answerable to you 
for them, and for the reward of their good stjr vices. 
I shall be exceedingly grateful to you for this favour. 
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1 Wish ardently, general, that time and circum- 
stances may offer me the means of giving you proofs 
of my esteem and dovotedness/’ 

The intercourse thus opene<l with Bonaparte was 
kept up between Ali and General Gentili, who com- 
manded the French troops in the Ionian Islands* 
As a j)roof of his amity, Ali not only exerted him- 
self to afford supplies to tlu^ islands, but also fur- 
nished more than six hundred oxt n, and offered, in 
case of need, to furnish corn and wine, for the sfjuad- 
ron of Admiral Brueys. For these su]>plies lie was 
never paid by bis n(‘W fri< inis. If, liowevcT, Ali 
failed to obtain the inonev which was justly' due to 
him, he did not fail to d'*riv(v considerable advantage 
from bis connexion with the I'Yeiuh. At an early 


period he began to manifest to (b iitili his anxiety to 
be rnast('r of one <»f the coast towns, which bad 


lately belonge<l to the Venetians ; lUitrinto, imnu*- 
diately o])])usite to Corfu, was the j)lact^ wliich he 
was then desirous to obtain Gentili, though be 
beli<ive<l him to be a siiua're friend of the republic, 
would not comply with the wishes of the pasha, and his 
conduct was ap]>roved of by bis superior. Bona])arte, 
nevertlieless, was not av(Tse from seeing Ali aggran- 
dised, provided it were not at the ex])enHe of France*. 

You have done very right, eitiz(‘n general,” said he, 
‘■‘to refuse granting wliat Ali Ihvsha claimed. Yet, 
while you prevent him from encroaciiing upon what is 
ours, you must favour him as mindi as you can. Jt is 
for the inter(‘st of the rejmhlic that tlie y»asha should 
obtain a great accession of territory, that he should 
beat all his rivals, in orde r that be mav lK*comc a suf- 
ficiently powerful ])rince to render se rvices to the rev 
public. Our cstablisliincntvS are .so close to him, that 


it is impossible be should ever cease to have an interest 
in being our friend. Send^ engineer and staff officers 
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to him, to procure for you accounts of the situation, 
population, and customs of the whole of Albania. 
Have drawn up geographical and topographical de- 
scriptions of all the country, which is now so interest- 
ing to us, from Albania to the Morea ; and contrive 
to obtain a thorough knowledge of all the intrigues by 
which it is divided. It is necessary, too, citizen gene- 
ral, that you should treat in a flattering manner all 
the tribes in the vicinity of Prevesa, and, generally, 
those which border on our possessions, and, which 
appear to be so will disposed in our favour.'* 

Though he was disappointed in the hope of obtain- 
ing a share in the spoil made l>y his French allies, 
Ali soon profited by their disposition to favour him .at 
the cost of others, lie complained bitterly, that the 
Venetians had never ceased to give indirect assistance 
to his enemies, or rather those of the Porte ; and, as 
a striking proof of their hostile feelings, he instanced 
the clause in the tri^aty which forbade him to navigate 
the channel of Corfu. This clause he described as 
being intended, among other purposes, to prevent him 
from reducing to obedience certain towns on the 
coast, which had revolted from his authority. His 
remonstrances had the desired effect. The French 
governor at Corfu was instructed to further the 
schemes of Ali whenever they wert' not at variance 
with those of France, and, accordingly, he gave per- 
mission to the ])a8ha to sail with his flotilla through 
the strait of Corfu. 

Ali was not tardy in availing himself of this per- 
mission. By the first blow that he struck he de- 
stroyed two inde})eiulent tribes, and gained a position 
from which he could annoy his enemy, the pasha of 
Del vino. These tribes, who were under the protec- 
tion of the ruler of Herat, inhabited the small tow ns 
of Aghio Vasili, Nivitza, and Udessovo, situated in the 
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maritime cliain of tlie Kimara mountains, to the 
nortli-east of Corfu. 

Having secretly fitted out an expedition iti the 
gulf of Arta, Ali's general, Yusuf, arriv(‘d with it, 
after sun-set, on Easter eve, in the bay of Loucovo, 
a few miles from the devoted towns. lie landed 
undiscovered, and commenced his march. The re- 
surrection of our Saviour is celebrated by the Greek 
Christians with ]>eculiar solenjnitics. The different 
families meet together to eat the Paschal Lamb ; 
all discords cease ; and in the countries under 
Turkish government, Christian prisoners are set at 
liberty, that they may participate in the family 
banquet. At midnight they assemble in tlieir 
churches, whefe, absorbed in prayer, they wait till 
tlie joyful tidings “ Christ is arisen” are announced 
by tlu* priest from the interior of the sanctuary ; 
then, rising, they give each other the kiss of peace, 
and indulge the transports of religious joy. This, 
too, is the moment when marriages are principally 
celebrate<l. The sacramental words had just iKJen 
uttered, the youths and maidens were advancing 
towards the pri(‘st to be united, when the Turks, 
who liad advanced unseen under cover of the night, 
forced open the doors of the cliurclios, and with 
Indeous shouts rushed upon their defenceless victims. 
The ministers of heaven, while invoking the name of 
tlie Deity, were butchered by their ferocious murder- 
ers ; the altars of Him who came to bring peace upon 
earth streaiiu^d with the blood of his worshippers ; 
men, women, children, fell in indiscriminate slaughter, 
while the flames from their burning habitations arose 
on all sides. The few. who escaped the horrors of 
that dreadful night found only a short respite ; they 
perished next morning by the hands of the execu- 
tioner. in one instance, a family of fourteen indivi- 
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duals were seen all banging uj^on the same tree, 
which, in consequence, was ever afterwards called 
the Martyrs' Olive/' Many were cut to jueces, 
others died by fire ; to be only behe.aded was consi- 
dered as a mercy. The number sacrificed is said to 
have been not less tlian six thousand. The few sur- 


vivors Ali transported into Tliessaly. 

AH iinincdiately fortified tlie monastery at Aghio 
Vasili, as a useful j)08t against the ])asha of Delvino, 
lie then extt'iided his conquests along th(* coast, and 
acquired the important fisliery at Santa Oiiaranta, as 
well as the ca])aciou 8 and excellent harbour of Porto 
i^llermo, when* he afterwards built a large, fort. 


This eatastrojdie, in which Christians only bad suf- 
fered, was geju'rally agreeable to the Mahometans and 
the Divan ; the more es]K‘(;ially as Ali })aid tribute to 
the sultan for every place be conquered, and held it 
under an acknowledged feudal tenure. It gained for 
him the surname of Aslan, or the Lion, by which ap- 
])cllation he w'as styled in the military firmans ad- 
dressed to him by the Divan, when engagi'd in the 
expedition against the revolted vizier of Wlddin. 

Passwau Dglou, the vizier of Widdin, was of a 
character somewhat rcBernbliug that of Aii, hut he was 
of a higher ord(T of mind than his notorious contern- 
])orary ; equally gifted with talent and firmness, he 
was far less base and barbarous. He bad so long 
harassed and alarmed the Turkish guvernnient, that 
it determined to make a desptTate etfort to crush him. 


By great exertions, the Porte collected a hundi’ed 
thousand men, at the head of w hom it ])laced the capi- 
tau pasha and grand vizier, Kutebnk Hussein, with 
orders to annihilate the reWllious chief. On the 


approach of this army, Passwan dismissed the greatest 
part of his forces, and shut himself up with twelve 
thousand selecteil soldiers, and two years* ammunition 
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and provisions, in the almost inaccessible fortress of 
Widdin. When ho was suinmonod by JIusHcin, he 
received tlie envoy on a terrace of his ])alace, wljence 
he was observing throngli a telescope the movements 
of his enemies. 11 is reply to the summons was brief 
and spirited. “Cio, tell your master/* said he, ^‘•tliat 
having had it in my power to nu'ct him witli a 
hundred thousand men, I have pn h'rred vampiishlng 
him with t(‘n tliousand.** 'riu* result did not belie 
the vizier*s ]m)phetie confidence of suceess. 

Such was the man against whom, at tlie call of the 
Porte, Ali led his contingent of sixteen thousand Ar- 
nauts and Kumeliots ; leaving the government of his 
territory in t]i(‘ hands of his son ]\Ioiietar, It is 
more than doifljtl'nl, whether Ids heart was in the 
cause for which Ijc took the field. Jn his History of 
Naj>(>leon, M. d’liibadeau asserts, that, under pretence 
of settling a boundary whieb was in dispute, G(‘neral 
Chabot, who had suceee<led (b'utili, st'iit Captain 
Schell’er, Ins alde-de'Cam]>, to Ali, to prevent him 
from declaring against I^assvvan. Ali complained, 
that (leiitib and llruevs had deluded liim with vain 
])romis<‘s ; that, far from aiding his schemes of inde- 
])endt^nee, they hud not even j)aid him for the supplies 
which he had furnished tf) tlie French fleet ; and that 
he could not disobey the Divan, unless he received a 
succour of ten thousand men and a liundred thousand 
sequins.'* I’hat he was conscious of being suspected 
by bis commander-in-obief, and perhaps by bis sove- 
reign, appears from an anecdote wliicb is related of 
him. Pretending to wish to bestow public approba- 
tion on his services, tlie grand vizier requested Ali'a 
attendance in full divan. To decline appearing would 
have looked like a tacit confcBsion of guilt, and he 
therefore obeyed the summons ; but be took good 
security for his own safety, by surrounding the vizier's 
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tent with six thousand of his faitliful Arnauts. The 
baffled vizier of course received him graciously, and 
dismissed him speedily. 

That Bonaparte counted much on the active co- 
operation of Ali, and was exceedingly anxious that the 
resistance of Passwan should be successful, there is 
abundant evidence to prove, though whether he had 
any communication with the latter chief is uncertain. 
In many of his letters, written while he was in Egypt, 
he presses his corrt‘9p()ndent8 to send news of him ; 
and he place's considerable reliance upon the eifect of 
the diversion made by the pasha of Widdin, in pre- 
venting the Turks from despatching an army against 
his own. With res])ect to Ali, however, Bonaparte 
had opened a direct eorrespondemee With liini, inde- 
pendent of that which was carrierl on by the governor 
of Corfu. From Malta, as soon as h(‘ had seized upon 
that island, he sent his aide-dc'-eanip, Lavalette, to 
bear to the pasha a flattering letter, and to make pro- 
posals, the exact nature of which still remains a inys-^ 
tery. After much compliment and profession, the 
letter darkly says, I have instructed tlie bearer to 
make certain overtures to you on my ])art ; and, as he 
is not acquainted with your language, have the good- 
ness to employ a sure and faithful inte rpn^ter in the 
conversations which he may have with you. 1 request 
you to put faith in all that he may say on my behalf, 
and to send him back speedily with a n'ply, in the 
Turkish language, and in your own hand- writing." 
In his instructions, Lavalette was cliarged to give the 
letter himself into the hands of Ali, that he might be 
sure of the pasha having read it. ‘‘ After which," 
said Bonapaiie, “ you will tell him, that, having made 
myself master of Malta, and being in these seas with 
thirty ships and fifty thousand men, I shall have con- 
nexions with him, and tliat 1 wish to know whether 
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I may reckon upon him ; that I wish, too, he would 
send back to me, in the frigate, some person of note, 
who enjoys his confidence ; and that, in consideration 
of the services which he has done tlie French, and his 
bravery and courage, if he places a reliance on me, 
and w ill second me, I may greatly increase his glory 
and his elevation/’ Tlie service required of Ali is 
supposed to have been his seizing u]^on Macedon, and 
8up])orting the insurnx^tion of (i recce. 11 is reward 
would probably have been tlie ])recarious princedom 
of Epirus, or rather, of such part of it iis the French 
might think proper to spare to him. 

W hen Lavalette arrived at Corfu, he learned that 
Ali had inarcluHl to the Danube; and as his mission 
was p(‘rsonal, if was, of course, at an end. But as 
General Cliabot had previously receivo<l orders to send 
one of his ])rincipal officers to hear a letter of thanks 
from tlie French government to tbc ])asha, for the 
supplies w’bich he had funiished to the fli^et, he now 
resolved to ex(‘ciite those orders. 1'lie person whom 
he select<‘(l was Adjutant -general Ros(% w'ho had 
already heim thrice employed as an taivoy to the 
satrap, liad received a handsome Greek wife from his 
hands, and been loaded by him wdth jirotestations of 
friendship. The choice was a judicious one, not only 
on this account, but also because Rose was acquainted 
with the language, and, therefore, did not need the 
dangerous assistance of an int(Tpreter. On his reach- 
ing loannina, he neglecteil none of those ceremonies 
and forms of etiquette which he tliought, and in this 
case not unwdsely, would give an air of dignity and 
importance to his mission. Ho m(‘t w ith the warmest 
reception from Mouetar and Veli, who seemed to be 
rejoiced at his assurances that they and their father 
might depend ujain tlie prott^ction and amity of the 
republic. A courier w as instantly despatebed by them 
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to All, to give him an account of this interview. From 
what he witnessed on this occasion, Rose ventured to 
assure Bonaparte that, if ever he should undertake 
any expedition, he might confidently reckon upon Ali 
Pasha and his sons Mouctar and VelL lie also in- 
formed him, that he had receivc^d a letttT from the 
chief of the Maniotes, declaring that he was entirely 
devote^d to the Frvnch republic. Cliahot hon; testi- 
mony, no less stiving than that of Rose, to the par- 
tiality" of Ali for France; and it is somewhat curious 
tliat heex])rcssed a belief that, as soon as Ali learned 
the reduction of Malta, and tin; ap])roach of the French 
troops, he would do everything in his j)Ower to quit 
the army, and return to loannina. 

Ali did in reality return, as the French general 
had foretold. But bis return was influenced by other 
motives than thos(; by whic h Chabot had ex)H‘cted it 
to he caused. It was produc('d by tin* pasha having 
acquired the certainty tbat, irritated by the invasion 
of Egypt, and j)reHsed by the solicitations of England 
and Russia, the Porte was on the ])oint of declaring 
war against France. In this situation of affairs it 
behoved him to act with caution. Though, hacked hy 
IVance, ho ininbt have ventured to brave the venire- 
ance of the sultan, the chances of failure were 
alarmingly increased, now that two powerful states 
were taking the field in supjwrt of Turkey, Ik'sides, 
Ali was, per]ui}>s, not wliolly without misgivings as to 
the result of his connexion with the Fnmch, even 
supposing them to succeed to the full, lie was de- 
sirous of just as much aid from thorn as would suffice to 
estiihlish his sway, hut the pres<*nce of a large army, 
and their scliemes for rendering (frt*ece independent, 
or rather for making it a tool of France, were by no 
means to his taste, Still, on the whole, tbei'e is 
reason to l>elieve, that he would have adhered to the 
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French, had he found that they would bo able to retain 
their footing in the Ionian iHiaiuIs, In the meanwhile, 
whieliever side heniight ultimately take, policy dictated 
to him not to alarm his Gallic neighbours, lie there- 
fore appeared more favourable than ever to them, and 
wrote to the governor of Corfu, lavishing professions 
of attachment, and adding that General Chabot must 
not be surj)rised if he recalled his troo])s from Widdin, 
and raised fresh on(‘s, his only intention being to pre- 
serve an armed neutrality. At a later period, he is 
said toliavc oHered, though with a treacherous inten- 
tion, his alliance to the French general, on condition 
that 8anta IMaura and tin; continental V(‘netian towns 


were given u}) to him, and a body of his troops ad- 
mitted into (lu-ru, to ]>artieipate in its d(dence. Tlnis 
offer was, however, declined. 


It would, perhaps, have been wise in General Chabot 
to embrace Ali’s proj>osal. The pa.sha might have 
beefi sincere. In which ease his aid would have turned 


the scale in favo\ir of France ; if Ins ])erfidy were sus- 
pected, ))recautions might have been adopted to foil bis 
design upon Corfu ; while, on tin* other hand, it was 
obvious, that Chabot liad not the means of suecessfully 


defending the numertius posts which wiTC entrusted to 
him. ilehadinvainsolieitedhisgovernmentfor troo}»8, 
ammunition, provisions, and money ; he had been able 
to throw 11 ]) only a few imperfect entrenchments on 
the most exposed points, and all the force which he 
could muster did not exceed three thousand five hun- 


dred men. lie had been directed by Bona})arte to 
keep on his guard, but vigilance was of little avail 
without soldiiTs, arnmuaitioii, and momy. 

Affecting the utmost zeal for the interests of the 
CTc^scent, AH despatched repeated couriers to Constan- 
tinople, to represent to the Divan, that tlie late Vene- 
tian towns commanded a most important line of coast, 
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cut off Epirus from all communication with the sea, 
and deprived it of every means of exterior military 
defence. Till this line of coast was in his pow’er he 
should not, he declared, either have freedom of com- 
merce, or security from attack. His representations 
having inspired the Divan wdth the resolution of 
seizing the towns, he offered to act in concert w ith the 
allies, by undt;rtaking himself the reduction of tlie 
places in question. His offers w^ere accepted, and he 
received full discretionary pow*crs. 

Ali had now an additional reason for wishing to 
master without delay the towns on the coast. It w'as 
the dislike which he felt of having the Kussians for 
his neighhours. When the alliance was first formed 
between England, Turkey,and Russia, it was arranged, 
that England should act in the Adriatic, and Russia 
and Turkey in Egypt; and, in consequence, instruc- 
tions were sent out to Lord Nelson, to despatch to the 
Albanian shore a division of his ffeet, under Sir ^Sydney 
Bmith. The ex}>cdition,'' says an eminent traveller, 

W’as on the point of sailing, w hen the scheme was 
disconcerted by the cunning policy of one of the con- 
federates, The lUiasians, ever on the alert to seize 
any o]>portuuity of distinguishing theinselVes on this 
theatre, and of amalgamating themselves with the 
cause of (i recce, waited only till they had obtained 
a passage through the straits of the Dardanelles, 
before tliey declared their inU*ntion of sailing im- 
mediately for the Ionian Islands instead of Egypt ; 
and this they did under the pretext of many strong 
invitations sent to them by the inhabitants, who 
desired liberation and protection at the hands of 
a nation which jirofessed the same religious faith as 
themselves : but that it was only a preU'xt, appeared 
evident from the circumstance, that the greatest part 
of their crews and land forces in the exp^ition, both 
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officers and men, were composed of Greeks. It was, 
however, now too late for tlie other allies to raise ob- 
jections and hazard a nipturo. The English squadron 
was cheerfully desjiatched to the shores of Egypt, 
since our interests were much more concerned in that 
quarter; and the Porte, tliough duped, determined to 
yield witli a good grace, and to accompany the Jius- 
sian fleet with a ]>ortiou of its own, though they sent 
the greatcbt j)art to c() -operate with the British admi- 
ral/' JSueh has always been the insidious and frau* 
dulent policy of the Pussian cabinet. 

It was, therefore, urgent for Ali to commence opera- 
tions before the arrival of the allies. His troops 
were ready towi^rds tlie end of September, and only 
waited for orders to march. Ostensibly to communi- 
cate some information which was of importance to the 
governor of ( ‘orfii, but really to ascertain correctly 
what were the resources of the I’Vcnch, he now invited 
Adjutunt-g^encral Rose to bold a conference with him 
at the town of Philates. Confiding in the friendship 
f^f the })asha, and incautious in his disposition, the 
unsuspecting officer expos, d the nakedness of the land 
to his crafty int(*rrogator. From what Ali heard, ho 
concluded, that Corfu was not in a situation to make 
a long resistance, and that little or no hope was en- 
tertained of receiving succour. This was sufficient 
to decide his conduct. He immediately arrested and 
imprisoned Rose, and, subsequently^ tliough not till 
after the Divan had several times demanded the pri- 
soner, he sent him to Constantinople, where ho died 
in the autumn of 1799. He next made an attempt 
to get into his hands the governor of Butrinto, but in 
this be failed. 

He began hostilities, in the middle of October, by 
investing Butrinto. General Chabot hastened to its 
relief with tliree hundred men and some fleld-pieces. 
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Wliilst engaged in reconnoitring, he was suddenly 
surrounded by Ali’s cavalry, and, rather tlian fall into 
the hands of such eneniies, he was on the point of 
committing suicide, when he was fortunately delivered 
by a j>latoon of grenadiers. The French had just 
time to re-enter the fort, after having lost fifty men 
and two officers. Tlie i^eneral haviiif]: returned to 
Corfu, a council of war was hi'ld, by whicli it was 
resolved to evacuate and destroy the fort of Butrinto. 

Though the possession of this town was doubtless 
gratifying to Ali, and, as the nader has seen, had 
been recently coveted by him, it was now but a 
secondary obi(?ct. At tlie entrance of the gulf of 
Arta, and coiiimanding that entrance, stands the once 
Venetian city of I’rcvcsa. Not far from its site was 
fought tlie naval battle of Actliim, which rendered 
Augustus sole and undispubsl owner of the Itomaii 
empire. At the time of whicli we are writing, Pre- 
vesa was a handsome and nourishing city, with a 
population of sixteen tliousand souls. IMessed witli 
a delicious climate and an incom])arable fertility of 
soil, it jiosscsscd also the finest fisheries in the Ionian 
seas ; olive p rounds and vineyards which were tlie 
envy of its nci^hhours ; slieltercd harbours and tim- 
her for the whole navy of (J recce in woods spn^ading 
round tlie Amhracian gulf; in short, it combined 
every advantage botli of agriculture and commerce/' 
This was the prize which Ali w’as eager to gain, and 
his eage rness was pnffiably increased by the vicinity 
of Prevesa to Santa 31 aura, of which island he had 
firmly resolved to bm>me master. 

Prevesa is situated in a peninsula, on the narrow 
isthmus of which are the ruins of the ancient city of 
Nicopolis, The defence of it was committed to General 
La 8alcette, the governor of the two minor divisions of 
t he 1 onian isles. Bet ween seven and eight hundred men, 
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of whom only four hundred were French, was all the 
force which becould spare for the protection of theplace. 
Availing himself of the local advantages, ho resolved 
to cover the isthmus by a line of intrenchinents and 
re<i()ubts. But scarcely was the work begim before it 
was sus]>ended, in consequence of the intrigues of Ali, 
who had trained over to his side a considerable num- 
her of the Prevesans. It was artfully suggested by 
his partisans, that the most elFcctual mode of defend- 
ing the peninsula would be to insulate it, by cutting a 
deep and wdde canal across the neck of land. This 
suggestion, which w’as bad only because there was not 
time to carry it into effect, was readily adopted by the 
Prevesans, and the construction of the entrenchments 
was abandoned. La Salcette w^as then at Santa 
Maura, and, when he returned from thence, though 
he immediately orden^d the works to bo resumed, it 
was too late to coinpkfto more tlian a single redoubt 
and a small ]>ortion of the The general had 

negotiated with the 8uliots to make a diversion in bis 
favour, and had sent them a supply of ammunition, 
and they had promised to co-operate with him ; but 
here again he was disappointed, the watchful Ali 
liaving bribed some of their chiefs to thwart the pur- 
posed junction with the French. 

Such was the situation of La Salcetto when, at 
[nidnight, on the 22nd of Oct(>l>er, he was attacked 
by several thousand Albanians, under the command 
)f Ali, and his son Mouctar. This first onset, led by 
Mouctar, was reptilsed, with considerable loss to the 
wsailants. At day-break the con tot was renewed. 
iV'atched by Ali from the tower of Michalitchi, his 
vhole army, brandishing their weapons, and shouting 
heir savage war-cries, descended the heights, tra- 
versed the valley, and rushed impetuously upon the 
French* They were received with a heavy fire of 

K * 
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musketry and artillery, and suffered severely. Twice 
they were driven hack, and a third time they were 
impelled to the charge by the threats and exertions of 
Mouctar and the dread of Ali, whose eyes they knew 
to be upon them. At this moment, either from 
treachery or cowardice, several Trevesan captains, in 
the centre of the French line, took flight with their 
soldiers. lia Salcette endeavoured to All up the void 
by closing his wings upon the centre; but it w’as too 
late ; the Albanians broke through, and soon com- 
])letely enveloped their antagonists. After an honour- 
able resistance, La 8alct‘tte and the remnant of his 
troops were compelled to surrender. 

Those Pri‘vesans who had traitorously lent them- 
selves to the designs of Ali had soon reason to repent 
of their conduct. While the main body of the Alba- 
Ilians was comjdeting the destruction of the French, a 
division penetrated to Frevesa, and began the work 
of ruin and slaughter. For two days the city was 
exposed to all the horrors which can be inflicted by 
an infuriated and licentious soldiery. A few’ of the 
inhabitants were fortunate enough to escape in boats 
to Santa Maura; nearly four hundred others sought 
a momentary shelter among tlie hushes, on the oj)])o- 
site side of tlie buy. That the latter might not escape 
him, Ali commissioned the archbishop of Arta to 
cross the hay, and induce tlumi to return, on a pro- 
mise of being kindly treated. IMaeing a fatal reliance 
on the pledged faith of their ]>astor, they consented to 
submit, and Ali put the seal to his wickediie>88 by 
sending them, with two hundr^^d other Greeks, to 
Salagora, where, under his own eyes, they were all 
extjcuted. 

Connected with this infamous massacre, M. Pouque- 
ville records a noble instance of presence of mind 
and humanity. An Ithacan, Gerasiino ^anguinazzo 
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1)V narac\ who was n’siding at Santa 3Iaiira, It arned 
that his brotlK’r and cousin were ainon^ the destined 
victims. He hastened to Ali to ransom tlicin, and 
rweived an order f()r their being delivered to him. 
On his arrival at the spot^ he found that he was too 
late ; the pallid and blwding heads of his relatives 
met his view. Only ten Prevesans remained alive. 
Snpj>ressing every indication of his agonised feidings, 
Sanguiuazzo ]>ointed out two of the survivors as tlie 
fiersons of whom he w^as in quest ; tliey were given 
up to him, and ho had the satisfaction of snatching 
these two unfortunatt' beings from impending death. 

The fate of the Fnmch prisoners, about a hundred 
in nuinlxT, was scarcely less severe than that of the 
(irecks. lleing led towards a loatlisome mass of 
what appeared to Ik* a mixture of Idood and hair, they 

w ith diilieultv recognised in it the lieads of their late 

• * 

unfortunate countrymen. Clubs and sabres were 
then employed to force them to (lie revolting task of 
strijiping oiV the skin, which they were afterwards 
eorapellecl to salt, and convey to loannina. In their 
jounuy through Albania, to Constantinople, all that 
brutality could suggest w’as inflicted on them, and 
many perished from the (‘xcessive rigour of the winter, 
as well as from famine and fatigue. No sooner did 
one of these unfortunate beings show^ symptoms of 
weariness than one of his savage conductors struck 
him to the eartli, severed Ins licad from his body, and 
gave it to his companions to carry. On their arrival 
at Constantinople, both othcers and men were im- 
mured in the prison which was appr(q)riated to the 
slaves. 

The Russians at length arrived on the coast of Alba- 
nia, and their very first proceedings gave Ali abundant 
cause for abhorring them. Wliile they were occupied 
at Cerigo and Zante, he led his army to the strand of 
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Playa, opposite Santa Maura, and demanded the sur- 
render of the island, threatening, in case of resistance, 
to treat it like Prevesa. As he had a considerable 
party among the inhabitants, and the French garrison 
was weak and hopeless of succour, he was on the 
point of gaining his object, a negotiation having been 
already entered into, when his design was frustrated 
by Russian intervention. After having stopped the 
flotilla of All, and compelled the commander to release 
several captured boats full of Prevesan citizens and 
property, a Gn»ek officer, the captain of a small vessel 
in the service of Russia, proceeded to Santa Maura, 
and put an end to all treating with the pasha. Ali 
was equally unfortunate in subsequent attempts upon 
Parga, which, backed by Russia, and an alliance with 
the Suliots, set his threats at defiance. These circum- 
stances, especially his disappointmcjnt at Santa Maura, 
excited in him a deadly hatred of the Muscovites. 

It was probably while his feelings were rankling 
under this insult, that Ali resumed his correspondence 
with the French officers in the Ionian Islands. To 
the governor of Santa Maura he stated, that he had 
been obliged to take up arms, liecause the French had 
passed the boundary line, and he feared that he 
should bo accused of selling the Sultan s territory, had 
he not endeavoured to drive them back. To general 
Chabot he was more explicit. His motive for seizing 
Rose was, he said, that he might have with him, 
apparently as a hostage, but really as the depository 
of his secret thoughts, an unacknowledged agent of 
France. This assertion derives some support from 
the fact of his having so reluctantly ol)eyed the com- 
mands of the Divan, to send Rose a prisoner to the 
Ottoman capitaL Ali concluded his letter with argu- 
ments which were at least specious. There are,“ 
said he, cases of necessity in which we are obliged 
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to submit. Consider my situation, and let your wis* 
dom judjje impartially of it. The Porto has declart^d 
war against your republic. I am besides informed 
that the sultan has concluded an offensive and defen- 
sive treaty of alliance with Russia and England, 
powers which are the irreconcilable enemies of your 
country and ours. Their fleets are advancing towards 
the Ionian Isles ; ought 1 to have waited till the Rus- 
sians were established in Epirus, by the occupying of 
the four districts which belonged to Venice ? 1 was, 
therefore, reduced to the hard extremity of making 
myself master of Butrinto and Prevesa ; Vonitza is 
about to open its gates to me ; and I venture to hope 
that you will evacuate Parga. Our common interest 
requires this condescension on your part. By l>eing 
thus beforehand w ith our enemies, w’o shall involve 
them in a quarrel w ith the sultan, and you wdll ensure 
in me an ally, r(!udered the more sincere by my local 
situation making me independent. 1 shall then be 
enabled to asssist you, in the event of your being 
blockaded, while the besiegers will be entirely depen- 
dent on me for subsistence, which I shall not fail to 
refuse them, without compromising myself with the 
Porte." 

A circumstance soon afterwards occurred, which 
seems to prove that the sentiments expressed in the 
letter of Ali were not merely simulated. A Turkish 
privateer, which hadcay>turcd some French officers in 
the way to Malta or Italy, put into the port of Bu- 
trinto, near which the army of Ali w^as encamped. 
Tw^o of the prisoners had been delivered up to the 
Turkish admiral, but the privateer captain had secreted 
three; M. Poitevin, colonel of engineers, M. Charbon- 
nel, colonel of artillery, and M. Bessieres, one of the 
learned men who had accompanied Bonaparte to 
Egypt. These he offered to transfer to Ali, and the 
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offer was accepted. A\i treated them with great 
humanity, and even released their servants from the 
clutches of their captor. Through the medium of the 
pasha's secretary, Tosoni, tliey learned that his master 
complained bitterly of the want of confidence mani- 
fested by the French generals commanding in Corfu, 
with whom he had wished to become allied, in order 
to make common cause together. When Ali returned 
^to Epirus, he took with him the French officers ; two 
of t]i(‘ni accompanied him to loannina, and the third, 
which was Colonel Charbonnel, he employed in esta- 
blishing a military school at Bonila, and gave him the 
command of bis cannoneers. At the coloners request 
he also liberated all his French prisoners from tlu'ir 
close confinement. 

The celebrity of Ali was raised to a high pitcii by 
the recent events, and honours began to pour in upon 
him. Lord Nelson, who was cruising in the Ionian 
sea, sent an officer to com]>liinent him on the victory 
of Nieopolis and the fall of Prevesa, and to express 
the regret of his lordship that he could not personally 
pay a visit to the liero of E[)irus. l^rom the sultan 
he received public thanks for his eminent vS(Tvices, a 
superb pelis.se of ermine, a sword decorated with bril- 
liants, the digmity of pasha of three tails, which confers 
the title of vizier, and lastly the important office (d 
Rumili-valisee, or viceroy of Rumelia. 
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CHAPTER VI. 

AH isdcprivctl of the Ex-Vcuelian Towns — His Unpacityas UurniH- 

vahsec He huihls a Palace at Tt^peleni — MeasuiTS adopted 

bv Itiiu as a pieliininary to attacking the Suliots — Treason <»r 
CH.oi'pe Bolzaii — Clniracler of Koto Tzavclla, and t>f t)>e Monk 
Samuel — All pots his Arniy in motion nj^ain>t the SuholH — It 
i« defeated — Infamy and Heath of (J. Hotzari — (‘ontemptuous 
(’oinhict of the SuHots — AH’s Army twice defeated — SuU 
hh ekaded — AH’b Troo])'* {i|2;ain routetl — Iiett<T» of the HoliotS 
to All — Tlie pr« sH'd by Fuinine — Spirit of the Suliots — 

lieapnc formed nejiinst Ali—It i« broken np — Mehmeludy Fate 
of Phro&ini — Sueecssful liitri^uei* of Ah among the Siiliol Chiefs 
— E.vile of TzitNella — Noble Corulurt of Tzavella — (hillant Ex- 
jdoit of the Samuel — Tieatomof Ou^i — Patnoiism of Tza* 

vella — All i» defeated — Death of ICmina — The Solii>t« rn]»tu- 
late — riiey are Ireuehenuiflv attacked on their March — -Their 
Valiant Deteiice — Heroism of Hespo, 

A LI (li<l not lon^^ ivtaintlie possessions on tlie coast 
of the Adriatic which he had so vigorously exerted 
liiinself to coiKjtitT. By tlie treaty of 1800, between 
the Turks and the Rnssians, which called the Septiii- 
««u]ar republic into existeneo, tlio Borte did, indeed, 
become the sovertdgn of Prevt^sa, Vonitza, and Bn- 
trinto, and nominally of Parga; but under restrictions 
which left tn the inhal»itantsail theirancituit j)rivileges. 
The Mahometan voiwode, wdio was to govt'ni tht‘m, 
\vas the only Turk allowed to settle within their boun- 
daries, and his office was rather honorary than active. 
Vet, tliough the w'clfan* of the people was thus in 
some measure provided for, th(‘ cession of th(^ towns 
excited much disa])prohatioii throughout Europe, and 
was believed, ap]>arently with good reason, to have 
been procured by bribery- Count Capo d’Istria, cliicf 
deputy from the islands to Constantinople, w'as so 
strongly enspected of having had a principal hand in 
the cession, that during the rebellion of 1803 in Corfu, 
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his house would have been burned, and he would have 
fallen a victim to popular indignation, had not the 
British resident interceded in his favour. Ali became 
furious on learning the treaty, and tried every means 
to destroy or evade the stipulations of it. His efforts, 
however, were fruitless, and he was obliged to resign 
his prey to Abdoulla Bey, a member of the Ulema, 
whom the Porte had appointed voiwode of the ceded 
towns. Ali was already incensed against the Russians, 
and from this period he cherished an inveterate hatred 
of them. 

For the disappointment which he had thus sus- 
tained, Ali resolved to indemnify himself in another 
quarter, by the destruction of the Snliots. His abhor- 
rence of that people was now increasea by the vicinity 
of the Russians, wlio could furnish them wdth supplies, 
which might render them still more annoying to him 
than they already were. But he foreborc from attack- 
ing them, till, by extortion and intrigue, he should 
have ensured the means of success. 

In the mean while, he fixed, for a time, his residence 
at Monastir, the seat of his government, as Rumili- 
valisoe. There he carried to a scandalous pitch his 
system of levying heavy contributions, and seizing 
upon every article wiiich he could turn to any use, all 
of which he sent off to his magazines at Tepeleni and 
loauuina. Twelve beautiful bronze busts were among 
the pillage which he obtained on this occasion; of these 
eleven were melted down, Uie twelfth escaped, and was 
carried to England. 

After having visited Tepeleni, and erected there a 
palace, with a vast tow'er, in which he de|>osited his 
wealth, he retunied to loannina. His first care, on 
arriving in his capitad, was to asceitain what progre^ 
was made in his new military school at Bonila. He 
was accompanied by the two pashas, his sons, and his 
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whole court, together with the garrison of loannina. 
Ali was so satisfied with the manner in wdiich bombs 
were thrown by colonel Charbonnel, that he bestowed 
various marks of favour on him, among which were 
a pelisse and a complete Turkish dress. 

» All that depended upon his own exertions Wing 
now ready for the execution of his designs against the 
Suliots, AH resorted to a singular and rather hazard- 
ous measure, to rouse, by the influence of superstition, 
the courage of the Albanians, lie addrtfssed to the 
beys a circular letter, in wdiich he announced, that 
the Ottoman empire, being surrounded by enemies, 
which enemies he declared to bo the French and the 
Russians, was on the decline; but that, even after the 
destruction of th*e einjdre, Albania w'ould, for a certain 
period, be pre8<?rved from the enemies of the faith, 
provided it was firmly united. Such, he affirmed, was 
the promise made hy the Koran. The impious race 
of the Suliots must, therefore, Ikj exterminated, and 
he consequently called upon his co-religionists to join 
him, and to swear, in the name of Allah and the pro- 
phet, that they would conquer Suli or die. The result 
of this circular was the convocation of an assembly of 
the agas and beys, in the presence of the vizier. To 
these persons he j)roduced a V(merable sheik, who 
expounded to them several obscure passages of tho 
Koran, to which he of course gave the s.ame inter- 
pretation as had been given by Ali. Nor did ho for- 
get to dwell on the earthly rewards which would be 
lavished on those combatants who survived, and tho 
still more splendid prize which was reserved hy Hea- 
ven for tliose who fell. Some w'ere doubtless con- 
vinced by the arguments or heated by the enthusiasm 
of the speaker; while others were induced to comply 
by the fear of exciting AH's formidable anger: all 
signed the agreement to subdue Suli, at whatever 
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cost ; and this agreement was kept so profound a 
secret, that those who were marked as its victims 
remained utterly ignorant of its existence. 

In pursuance of this pact, the beys and agas ex- 
erted themselves to raise their contingents, and, in 
the course of three months, twelve thousand of their 
troops were piTparcd to take tlie held. To keep the 
Siiliots in the dark as to the real destination of this 
force, various rumours were B])read : Corfu, Egypt, 
and Santa Maura, wore successively mentioned as the 
purposed objects of attack. Tliougb they were not 
without suspicions and fears, the Siiliots were so far 
deceived hy these reports that they nogleeted to lay 
in the stores which w’ere necessary for a protracted 
contest. 

But neither tlie want of information nor the defi- 
ciency of supplies was so prejudicial to the Suliots as 
another circumstance, which could not be guarded 
against, because there was scarcely a possibility of its 
being foreseen. There was a traitor among them ; 
and this traitor was George Botzari, who, in the 
former struggle, had distinguished himself hy his cou- 
rage and patriotism. r)i8a})[>ointcd ambition is said 
to have bet‘n the cause of his crime. He bad for a 
time held the ehi(‘f command ; but his countrymen, 
who wisely thought that it was dangerous to trust one 
person too long with unlimited authority, had refused 
to renew his lease of power, and had substituted 
another leader in his stead. Tins disgrace, as he 
deemed it, rankled at his heart, A fitting agent was 
at hand to excite him to revenge. Thert^ had for a 
considerable period been living at Suli a man named 
Palasca, who had been the head of a gang of rohliers 
in the mountains of Zagori, and had been so hotly 
pursued by All's troops as to l>e obliged to seek an 
asylum among the iSuliots. There he, on many occa- 
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sions, did good service against the Albauiaos, and 
married Botzari’s daughter. Ali, who rightly judged 
that the fugitive was devoid of princi[)le, opened a 
communication with him tlirough his selictar aga, with 
whom the robber was acquainted, and he was soon 
prevailed upon to bt'tray his unsuspecting hosts. Tlio 
double traitor tin'll tri(‘d his influence upon his father- 
in -law, and found him ready to turn hisjiarricidal hand 
against his country. The lure which was held out to 
Botzari is said to have been ten thousand piastres, and 
a promise that, when theSuIiot territory was subdued, 
he should be raised to the government of it. lie 
began th<^ ex(H‘ution of his treacherous contract by 
suppressing all iutellige'nce id tlic vizier's designs, ap- 
propriating to hiruselfarid his friendatho jmhlic money, 
and pri'venting the purchase of ammunition and stores. 
8till, no doubt of liis fidelity ajipears to have arisen in 
the minds of his countrymen. 

I'he purpose of Ali at length bocamo too obvious 
to b(? any lunger mistaken by the Suliots. A hasty 
muster was, tlierefore, made of their resources, in men, 
amiunnition, and subsistenci'. The troops, which could 
immeiliately be called into ai’tion, amounted to fifteen 
hundred men ; nor <io they ap))car at any time to have 
been more than twice that numbcT, if even they were 
so many. There were thirty-one leailers, of whom tlie 
principal were Foto TzavelLi, the monk Samuel, Dimo 
Diamante, and Giovanni Zerva, Dimo Dnico, Cazzo- 
nica, Georgio Calespera, Kitzo Paudasi, Giannachi 
Sefo, and Anastasia Cascari. Inferior to none in 
courage and love of country, we must add to them the 
heroine Mosco, the widow of that captain Lambrti 
Tzavella who had borne so conspicuous a part in the 
last war against Ali, and had now lieen dead some 
years. 

Of these chiefs the most remarkable were Foto 



140 LIFE OP ALI PASHA. 

Tzavella, and the monk Samuel, the former of whom, 
in his boyhood, we have seen setting at defiance the 
torments with w'hich he was threatened by the sons 
of All, His manhood did not belie the promise of his 
youth ; for he had been carefully trained up in the 
path of honour by Mosco, liis mother. To the quali- 
ties of courage, successful daring, bodily strength, 
fleetness of foot, acuteness, and sagacity, he added the 
virtues of honour, good faith, and a generous dispo- 
sition. 

But of all the loaders of the Suliots the most sin- 
gular character was undoubtedly the monk Samuel, 
who is said by >1. Pouquevillo to have been of the 
monastic order of St. Basil. No one knew his coun- 
try or his origin, or whence he came; and the mystery 
which this threw round liim increased the effect which 
was produced by his bravery, his activity, and his 
enthusiastic language. From his frequent recurrence 
to those words, and the subject of them, he was usually 
knowm by the name of The Last Judgment. By turns 
a consoler, an orator, a preacher, and a soldier, he exer- 
cised a boundless influence over the Suliots. Some- 
times, laden with chaplets, relics, and images, he made 
sudden visits to the neighbouring towns, to exchange 
his consecrated burden for provisions; at others, dis- 

? iiised as a beggar, he ventured into the cam]>8 of the 
urks to ascertain their numbers, and procure a 
knowledge of their designs. The palikars, and even 
the women, followed him to liattle with that implicit 
confidence which a belief in his doctrine was calcu- 
lated to inspire. ‘‘ Loss of life was,'* he told them, 
^‘nothing more than the road leading to a future, 
where astonished death and nature should see the 
creature reborn in imperishable glory.” 

The vizier now put in motion his army, which con- 
sisted of nearly twenty thousand men. It advanced 
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along the Ionian shore, from Louro, near the gulf of 
Arta, and, skirmishing as it proceeded, it compelled 
the Suliot outposts to fall back before its superior 
numbers. It was summer, and the rivers and torrents 
were in consequence either dried up or easily fordable. 
This circumstance, and the seemingly overwhelming 
force which he had brought into the field, encouraged 
Ali to hoj)e that he miglit end the war at a blow. 
Yelling forth their barbarous war-cries, the main body 
of the Albanians made a desperate attempt to j)one~ 
trate by the pass of Glyky, •while a division of three 
thousand men, under the selictar of the vizier, which 
had been lying in ambush, ondoavourod to descend 
upon the rear of the Suliots from the Bogoritza moun- 
tain. The maid anny of the assailants no sooner 
ap})roached the chasm, than it was received with a 
storm (»f bullets from behind the slioltcring rocks, and 
of ponderous stones rolled from the impending crags ; 
the troops led by tin* selictar fared no better; they were 
fallen upon by Foto Tzavella at the head of two hun- 
dred palikars, and were routed with great slaughter. 
After a desjKjrate contest, which cost the satrap five 
hundred men, while only twenty of his antagonists 
were slain, ho was compelled to sound a retreat. 

The traitor Botzari, who, with all the men of his 
phara, had deserted to Ali at the commencement of the 
attack, had assured him that Suli would certainly be 
subdued by the first effort of his numerous army. Ir- 
ritated by the recent repulse, AU bitterly reproached 
him as a deceiver, and insisted that he should prove 
his smoerity by leading his own men against their 
gallant countrymen. Though honour was dead in his 
bosom, shame would have withheld Botzari from taking 
an active part, had not the more powerful fear of 
death induced him to comply. With a heavy heart, 
thereforei he led his band over tlie summit of Bmtho- 
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Tiini, intending to fall by surprise upon Kako Suli and 
Kiaffa, while the forces of the vizier called the atten- 
tion of the Suliots to another quarter. The scheme 
failed. The Suliots, aware of it, held the vizier in 
check with the bulk of their forces, while with the re- 
mainder they assailed Botzari and his renegade band. 
The most of the traitors fell beneath the sword of 
their indignant countrymen ; the rest were driven to 
disgraceful flight. Their unworthy leader escaped the 
vengeance of those whom lie had betrayed, but he 
died despised and hated by all, about live months after 
his defeat. AVeary of a dishonoured existence, lie is 
said to have hastened his end by poison. ‘ 

Ali was now under the mortifying necessity of de- 
siring a short truce, that he might ransom the dead, 
the wounded, and tlie prisoners. On this occasion the 
Suliots manifested their scorn of the enemy, by the 
value which they set u])oii them in exchange. The 
wounded were bartered for sheep and goats, and tlie 
soldiers for an equal number of horned cattle. In 
the same derisive spirit they acted at a somewhat later 
period. An ass belonging to them having strayed 
into the Turkish camp, they scut a flag of truce to 
request that it might be returned. The ca])tor8 com- 
pl jd >vith the request, upon condition of receiving an 
e(] livalent. The Suliots sent hack an aga, and a mes - 
sa e, stilting that, if he w'ere not deemed an adequate 
compensation, they were willing to give something to 
boot. In another instance, the vizier having issued a 
proclamation, offering a reward of fifty piastres for 
every Suliot head, they retorted by another, in which 
the utmost worth of a Turk's head was estimated at 
ten cartridges. 

To swell his army still furtlicr, Ali obtained from 
the Porte a finnan, by which Hassan Bey of Marga- 
riti, Pronio Aga of Paramithia, Mahmoud Daliani of 
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Konispoli, and otlior independent chiefs, were com- 
manded to assist him in his conquests. Pronio and 
Mahmoud accordingly brought fifteen hundred men 
into the field ; but this nominal accession of force was 
in reality an incumbrance, its h‘aders btang secretly 
hostile to the pasha. Ali now resumed his operations. 
Encamy)ing at Li])pa, he sent forward half of his army, 
under Mustafa Ziguri, one of his favourite generals. 
With a small but eliosen band, Tzavella marched to 
encounter this new antagonist. Having j)laeed an 
ambush, be sent forward a f(‘w of bis swiftest jmlikars, 
to insult and irritate tin? enemy, whose vanguard was 
by this time at band. The stratng(‘m was sueeessful. 
The fiery Albanians jmr.sued their taunting foes, fell 
into the amhus^ade, and wen^ s]anght(*red witliout 
being able to resist, Ziguri, hastening forward to 
succour his men, fell by a shot from T/.avidla, and bis 
fall spreatl a panic through tin* \N ooleof bis divishm. 
A volley from the iSuliots eompieted the terror of the 
Albanians, who fled in all directions, with a heavy 
loss in slain and prisoners. 

Kaging at this defeat, Ali branded his troo])s W'ith 
cowardi<4*, and orth'red tliat tlu'y should make a ge- 
neral attack on the morrow . The order was tK‘cretly 
communicated to the .Suliots, by Pronio Agaof Para- 
mitbia, who advised them to com*(?ntrate all their 
forces, and give battle to their disj)irited adversaries. 
In pursuance of ids advice, the choicest troojis of 
the republic were placed under Foto Tzavella and 
Dinio Draco, two of the most able oflfietTs. Ix»ading 
tlieir forces undiscovered through the defdes, Foto ana 
Dime managed so wx*ll that tltey broke in upon the 
Albanian lino of march. At this critical moment a 
furious hail-storm descended, which was driven by the 
wind into the faces of the invaders. U nexpectedly 
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assailed by the Suliots, who rushed on with appalling 
shouts, and buffeted and blinded by the storm, the 
Albanians scarcely made a semblance of resistance ; 
they threw down their arms, and fled over the moun- 
tains, not so swiftly, however, but that great numbers 
of them became captives to their pursuers. 

Findingthat, harassed and discouraged as his troops 
were, offensive operations could at present only lead to 
fresh defeats, Ali determined to try what might be 
done by the slow but safer and surer effect of a close 
blockade. Dividing his army into five divisions, he 
stationed a division at the entrance of each principal 
pass. To bar all egress from the passes, sixty-four 
small towers were thrown up in one night. For these 
towers a lesser number of redoubts, each capable of 
containing from two hundred to four hundred men, 
were afterwards substituted. The Suliots, on their 
side, fonned their force into five battalions, to each 
of which was adjoined a troop of females, who supplied 
the soldiers with food and ammunition, and not un- 
frequently took a part with them in active warfare. 

Impatient of the tardy system which he had been 
reluctantly compelled to adopt, Ali once more resorted 
to open force. lie had, however, reason to repent 
that he had not adhered to his new plan. In a ge- 
neral assault which he ordered, the Albanians suffered 
a defeat, and only escaped utter destruction by taking 
shelter in their works. 

As his army had been considerably thinned by 
these encounters, Ali obtained from the Porte another 
firman, directing the Albanian chiefs to furnish him 
with their contingents. Among those who were thus 
called upon was Ibrahim Pasha of Bcrat, who was 
obliged to send two thousand of his troops. It is not 
improbable, that one of the motives of Ali in obtaining 
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these firmans was, to wear down the resources of the 
pashas and beys against whom lie was ineditiiting 
hostile designs. 

Proud of their warlike renown, the soldiers of 
Benit desired tliat a strparate station might be as- 
signed them, where the praise won by tlieir superior 
valour iniglit not be claimed by colleagues who liad no 
share in earning it. Their request was granted. To 
prove their desserts, tiny resolved to rlislodgc an ad- 
vanced post of 8uliots from an opposite hilt. They 
attacked with great spirit, and maintained the combat 
for three hours, but at leiedh they were driven dowm 
theheights bvTssavella. That gallant leader, however, 
having outHtripy('<l iiis followers in tht' juirsnit, w'as 
severely wounded hy a sliot from a concealed (mem y. 

V « 

As soon as he fell, the Ihratians rallied, and a san- 


guinaiy eonfliet vvitli sabres onsmd o\er his body. 
At lengtli the Suliots succeeded iu (mrrying him ofT, 
and ho eventually nnoven'd. 

While Koto was incapable of taking the fudd, a 
stratagem, wliieh is worthy of record, w as played off 
by a Suliot. Having heard thata body of the new levies 
W’as on its march to the vizier's eamj), he conmuini- 
cated his plan to his eountrynum, and then throwing 


himself, as thougli by chance, in the w ay of the (‘nerny, 
he surrendered to them. A sharp firing presently 
arose on a neighbouring mountain, and he was asked 
the cause of it. A party of the vizier's troops were, he 
Siiid, engaged wdth his countrymen, and, if they wished 
to save tiiein, they must hurry to their assistance. 
The deluded Albanians believed this Suliot Sinon,and 


ascended the hill, but they were suddenly p!ae<'d be- 
tween two fires, one lialf of their band was killed or 
wounded, and few of tbe survivors were able to 
escape, lie, meanwhile, had succeeded in reaching a 
place of safety. 
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Ali was again compelled to rely solely upon the 
system of blockade. His soldiers suffered severely 
from epidemic diseases, w hich swept off hundreds of 
theifi ; and they bad contracted such a dread of their 
republican enemies, that they positively refused to 
advance into tlie mountains. The 8uIiots, they said, 
were not liuman beings, but incaniate fiends, created 
for the express purpose of killing men. But even the 
blockade did not })rove as efficient as the vizier had 
(expected. The iSuliots were so well ac(]uainted wdth 
all the ]>asses, some of which were not knowm to his 
troops, that availing themselves of dark nights, they 
made their way through the investing circle, carried 
off coin and cattle from the neigiibouring villages, and 
occasionally pillaged and spread terror through the 
camps of their enemies. 

Force and patience failing to achieve his piii*]^ose, 
Ali trie<l deceit and treachery. He ])ropo8ed to ]uit 
ail end to hostiliti(‘S, on condition that tlu* Suliots 
should give him twenty-four hostages, as a security 
for their not making incursions into his territory. As, 
notwithstanding their exertions, tliey were much in 
want of su])j>lies, they acceded to his proposal. But 
no sooner witc the hostages in the j>ower of the vizier 
than he imprisoned and tlireatened them with death 
by torture, unless their countr} men would consent to 
an unconditional sunxmder. AVheii the notiheation of 
his purpose was made to them, the iiiHexible moun- 
taineers replied by the following letter : — 

Vizier Ali Basha, we greet vou. 

“By such treacherous conduct you only snlly your 
own reputation, and increase our determined resist- 
ance. Know this, that wc have already lost seventeen 
victims sacrificed in tlieir country's cause ; let these 
twenty- four then be added to tlieir number: their 
memory will live in the breasts of their fellow-citizens : 
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but the republic will not on tliat account surrender 
Henceforward we neither d(‘sire nor will wc 
entertain any friendship with you ; since in all trans- 
actions, and on every occasion, you ai*e a violator of 
good faith." 

The iSuliots were so irritated by the perfidy of 
All, that all correspondi'uee with liim was strictly 
forbidden, and his letters wer<‘ thrown unread into 
the fire. Hi* sucet'eded, iievertht'h ss, in opening a 
eoniniunieation w’ith them duringf a e(*ssation of hos- 
tiiities. His selietar, accompanied by Kitzo Bot- 
zari, a brother of the (hveased traitor (h*orge, was 
despatehed to Suli, to maht^ an otl'er of two thou- 
sand purst's. and ]»crmission to sf'tth*, free of taxes 
and eoutrihiitiofis, In any ]>art of liis dominions, 
provided tluy would evaeuate their tiTritory. Tlie 


mission of the stdietar vnuh a fruitless one. All that 
he hon* back to his musU'r was the following patri- 
otic n*j)ly : 


‘‘ \dzier Ali Pasha, we gnvt yt>n. 

< )ur eoimtrv is inhnitelv mon* d(‘ar to us than 
your inoniy, and the line territory vvhieh you promise 
to lH‘siow on us. You are, then‘fon‘, giving yimr.sclf 
useless trouble. Our libi'rtv is not to be bought 1)V 
gold ; all that tlie world contains would not jmrehaBo 
it. It cannot be had but with tin* blood and life of 
tlie last JSuliot.” 

Foiled in his atti'mpts upon the mass, Ali (‘8sayc<l 
the efl'ect of cf»rniptioii upon indi vifluals. To Dimo 
Zerva, one of the most eminent of tln^ .Suliot captains, 
he held out the lure of eight hundred purw^s, with any 
honours that he might dt'sire, if lie would only consent 
to withdraw’ with his tribe from the community of Suit. 
Dimo was incorrujitible ; after having reatl to the 
other chiefs the vizier’s letter, he thus answered it. 

“ 1 tliank you, vizier, for the friendship you profess: 


L € 
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but as to the eight hundred purses which you offer, 
I beg that you will not send them. I should not be 
able to count them ; and even if I were able, I would 
not give you in return even a single pebble of my 
country, much less that country itself. As to the 
honours you promise me, I have nothing to do with 
them. My honours and riches consist in my arms, 
with which 1 immortalise my naim', and defend my 
beloved country.” 

Ali next endeavoured to ])rcvail upon tlicm to 
give up SOUK* districts to liim, for a pecuniary 
e([ui valent ; but they refused, saying, We arc not 
merchants ; it is by force only that we accpiire, and 
it is to force alone that we will villd.” lie threat- 
enod to march against them with twenty tliousaml 
men. We wish that thou inayst live and come,” 
they replied. He was equally iinsuceessfiil in an 
attempt to obtain their suhinission by corrupting 
their spiritual pastor. The bishoj) of Paramithia, 
who vs'as the diocesan of Suli, refused to ItTnd his 
iuHiienee to destroy the lov(^ of freedom among the 
Suliots ; and his refusal so exasperated Ali, that the 
bishop was under the necessity of taking refuge at 
Parga to save his life. 

Though in the nine months which the war had 
lasted Ali had lost m arly four thousand men, his army 
was kept up to its original magnitude by the pouring 
in of fresh reinforce ments, and the blockade was 
closely maintaiiuMi. TlieSuliots began to suffer greatly 
from the rigorous investing of their territory: for their 
provisions were nearly consu ned,and the surrounding 
country w as so much exhausU^d that they could gather 
little from it even in their most fortunate excursions. 
A small supply of arms and stores, which w as landed 
about this time from a French brig, did not last long, 
and was rather au injury than a benefit, as it excite^l a 
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prt judicc against their caiiHC in the minds of theBri™ 
tish and Uussians, who might otherwise have inter- 
posetl in their favour. 

When twelve months had pass('d by, famine began 
to press hard upon the Suliots. Boots, aoorns, and 
herbs, and tlie bark ef tri'cs boiled with a scanty pro- 
portion of im'al, constituted tlu‘ whole of their subsist- 
ence. To relieve thcinselv('s in some degn^e, they 
contrived to semi all the usc](*ss mouths to Parga and 
the Ionian Islands, where the exiles met with a hos- 
})itabl(‘ reception. As their distn'^s grew daily more 
j)lncliing, it Wcame nect^ssary for tln'in to resort to 
so!ue devS)>erate means of obtaining su]^plics. A sally 
was in consecpicnce resolved ujmn. Accordingly, four 
hnndr(‘d and thirtiam of the bravest ])a}ikars, and a 
bundnMl and seventy-four females, the latter of whom 
were h(*ade(i by Moseo, marched silently, imdi r cover 
of night, through the ikibh of CJlyky, were fortunate 
enotjgh to avoid the blockading ])aitics, and readied 
Parga in safety. The Parghiot(‘s joyfully greeted 
tlnnr free brothers, fi*asted them for four days, and 
then set them on their way with as much jirovisionf^ 
as they o<mld carry. The Albanians, t(» the number 
of twelve bundred, w(‘re waiting to int<Te(‘pt them ; 
but, from some unexplained ri*aHon, they made no 
attack on the weary and burtlicned n^piiblicans. 
When the latter rt‘ach(*<l their homes, tlu‘y wwe 
etiaick w'ith astonishment at the^ withering cdlbct 
which >vant had produced during the last five days, 
in the eountenanas^ of their comjiatriots. 

In some instances, the *Suliots added to tlieir scanty 
means by stralagtmis which may ( xciie a smile. A 
contrivances of one (iianni Strivinioti w ill serve as a 
specimen. Learning that the Turks had received a 
supply of cattle, he dressed hims^df in his white eapoto 
and camise, and concealed lymself till nightfall. Then, 
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quitting on all -fours his hiding place, he mingled with 
the herds, remained unseen, and was stalled with 
them. When all around appeared to be buried in 
sleep, he opened the door and drove forth the herds 
towards a party of his friends. The Albanians heard 
the noise ; but fearing that an ambuscade was planted 
for them, they kept within their tents. 

In the midst of all their toils and privations, the 
lofty spirit of the Suliots remained unbroken. Only 
two among them were weak enough to parley with the 
enemy, and breathe a wish for peace. Cuzzoiiiea and 
Diamante Zerva were the It aders who eonstaited to 
have inttTviews with the vizier, and to lay his pro- 
posals befort* the eoiineil of the re])nb]ie. For(‘inost 
in moving to reject those pro}»osals were Koto Tza- 
vella, Dimo Draco, and the monk Jsamuel. They 
took a solemn oath, in which they invited their fellow- 
citizens to join thtan, that th(‘y would continue the 
conU'st till th(»y triumphed over the tyrant, or ceased 
to exist. Pea(;o, at tlie price of conc(‘ssion, was uni- 
versally disclaimed. Repentant r>f his error. Diamante 
broke oil* his correspondence with the enemy, and 
])leadi^d that he had been induced to enter into it only 
by a desire of ]>rocuring the release of the hostages, 
and a sum of monc'y for the public service; but bis 
excuse w’as listened to with an incredulous ear, and 
he found that tlie confidence of his fellow country- 
men was lost for ever. 

Finn as the 8uliots were, it seemed impossible that 
they could hold out much longer against the priva- 
lions which they were enduring. Rut at this critical 
moment of their fait', a plan was brought to l>ear, 
which afforded tlieni at least a respite, and which, if 
others had possessed as much courage and activity as 
the republicans, might have involved their inveterate 
enemy in destruction. Confederacies are almost pro- 
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verhially liable to fall to pieces ; and in the confede- 
racy which was formed against SuH there was a more 
than common ]>ortion of iliscordant elements. Many 
of the chiefs who liad been congregated under the 
standard of Ali hated him; all dreaded him. They 
could not but be aware, that the annihilation of the 
Suliots would lay themselves more open to his cji- 
croachments than tliey alr(‘ady were. We have sei‘n, 
that Proni(» A^ja of Parainithia was secretly their 
friimd. llis weakness, however, compelled him to 
act iip]>arently in suhservienee to the vizier. But, 
before tiie jjcriod to wliieh our j)rm?nt narrativ<‘ 
relates, a mon? powerful chief, Ibrahim l\asha of 
Herat, had openly seceded, and had cov(‘rtly suj)plied 
tb(' Suliots witfi ammunition and stores. Many other 
of the Albanian chiefs had been recently exasjx rated 
l)y the vizi(T, who had hanged several od’ieers, and 
refust'd pay to the troops, as a ]>nnishnu‘nt for not 
havinir cut off the ^rallant hand of Suliots wliich eon- 
vu’ved tlie succour from Paroja. 

IV) Foto Tzavt^Ua and J)imo Draco is ascribed the 
merit of having induced some of the auxiliarie s of Ali 
to tarn their arms against him. An oftensive and 
defensive tn*aty, for the due performance of which 
hostugcH were given by the contracting ]>artics, was 
concluded between the Hnliots and Ibraliim, pasha of 
lh.Tat, Mustafa, pasha of Del vino, IVouio, aga of 
Parainithia, Daliana. aga of Konispoli, and some of 
the chiefs of the Kimariots. A subsidy of forty 
purses was advanced by the Albanian chiefs, to (enable 
the republicans to purchase ammunition and provi- 
sions. While, from Iterat to the mountains of Suli, 
Ali was thus menaced on the north, the west, and 
the south-west, another danger arose in the south. 
To avenge the death of Canavos, whom the vizier had 
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caused to be assassinated, Paleopoulo called into the 
field the Etolian Annatoles, and be was seconded by 
tlic beys of Salona. Thus, from almost the northern 
extremity of Albania to as far as the gulf of Lepanto, 
a host of foes started up against Ali. Had they acted 
in concert and witli only a common degree of ability, 
he must have fallen under their blows ; but their ill- 
assorted leagues w a^ as incoherent as a rope of sand. 

The Suliots w*(‘re, doubtless, too acute to expect 
that the new alliance would long hold together. But, 
howevcT short might be its duration, incalculable 
benefit would be diTived from it, by its necessary 
effect of breaking up the blockade, and ciuibling them 
to procure &up])li(‘8. They were not slack in turning 
it to accf>nnt. No sooner w'as the treaty signed, than 
they recommenced active operations against the vizier's 
anny. Tlu^y fi'll upon the wTaketied outposts of the 
(siiemy, spnad slaughter and dismay among them, 
and took many ]>risoners, whom they disarmed and 
dismissed, tt lling them contemptuously to go home, 
provide freslj weapons, and then return, for that the 
Suliots were still short of arms. They were next 
called upon to extrieativfrom danger tlieir firmest ally. 
Desirous of speedily putting down Pronio Aga, 
w hose territory adjoined that of the Suliots, and w^ho 
could therefore lend them more ready assistance, Ali 
marched a large force against Paramithia. The 
repiihlieans, however, were on the alert, and, with 
Tzavella and Diuio Draco at their head, they rushed 
from thi'ir nu)uutains, routed the invaders, and saved, 
for the ]>r('st‘nt, their friend fi'om destruction. 

Though foiled on tliis side, and enraged by his 
defeat, Ali had taken such measures as he was con- 
vinced w'ould ultimately bring about the dissolution of 
the confederacy. One of its members he had already 
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fk'tached from it. By dint of bribery be had made 
himself master of the fortress of Delvino ; an event 
which had terrified tlie feeble Mustafa into the signing 
of a S(‘parate peace. At Delvino the vizier found the 
six hostages who had been given by the Suliots as a 
pledge to their allies. Df these, in revenge for the 
defeat at rarau)ithia, he liangcd four : tw^o, a younger 
brother of Tzavella. and a son of I )iino 1 )raeo, he craftily 
spared, eitlier to excite a sus])icion that those chiefs 
wxTC in his inte rest, or to darnp their zeal by the 
dread of losing sijch near relatives. Whatever w^as 
liis purpose in this spurious clemency, it w’as frus- 
trated. As soon as the two leaders w’( rr apprised of 
the massacre, they (•onv<>ked their <‘oiiutrymen, de- 
clared that tliey lofdviHl upon th(‘ir Ixdoved relatives 
as iiK'vitahle vi(dims, and desired that they might l>e 
j)rayed for as such. 1'his h<‘ing done, they led the 
Suliots to ))attl<‘, roiitiMl the Turks, and took a ter- 
rible Yc’ugeauee upon tlu'm for the murder of the hos- 
tages. 

Ali, meanwhile, yxTseveringly followed up his 
seheiue of annihilating the coufederaey. (Jold, not 
steel, was, the weapon which lie princij)ally cni]>loyed. 
In a country where rivalry and hatred an? universal, 
it was not difheult to stir up enemies against tbo 
chiefs who were leagued wdth the Sullots. Money 
WMS not sy>ared to bring tlH‘8(? willing auxiliaries into 
])lay. Th(‘ beys of Musakia, in conK*quence, revolted 
against Ibrahim Pasha, and, headed by Omar Bty 
Vriones, at length compelled him to make peace with 
the satrap of loannina. The same system was pur- 
sued, and with the same succt^as, against Pronio Aga 
and the beys of Kimara. Pronio was dnven from 
Paramithia, and such effectual means w'ere employed 
to spread discord among the Kirnariot leaders that 
they WTTc abundantly occupied by their own disj)utc8. 
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The Armatoles and the beys of Salona had not yet 
arranged their plans, and were therefore unable to 
resist. Palcopoulo was glad to find shelter in the 
mountains of Agrapha; and Etolia remained at the 
mercy of Ali, who did not fail to swell his coffers with 
the confiscated ])ro})crty of wealthy delinquents. 

Thougli Ali had succeeded in breaking up thehostile 
alliance, he was not immediately able to avail himself 
of this advantage. A circumstance occurred, wdiich 
compelled liim to direct his troops to another quarter, 
and the Suliots thus obtained a welcome respite. The 
Porte had occasion for all its forces to quell a new 
r(‘volt, and it summoned him to funiish his contingent. 
The danger to the Ottoman government w^as consider- 
able ; for (^eorgim Osman, the pasha of Atlrianople, 
had thrown oft* his obedience, and there was reason to 
fear that the still more formidable Passvvan Oirlou 
would recommence hostilities, and effect a junction 
with Oeorgim. Ali was therefore under the necessity 
of s(‘nding a considerable part of his army to assist in 
suppresr^iiig the rebellion. IMouctar Pasha was in- 
vested with the command of it. 

It is not improbable that Mouetar was apj jointed to 
the command iu order to afford Ali an opportunity to 
break off’ an illicit connexion which his son had 
formed. Tlie vixier uceomplished his purpose with 
his wmnte<l crueltv. Tlie victim, Phrosiiu, the dauirh- 
tc'r of Grt'ck ])arents, w as ce]ei)rated at Ioann ina for 
the beauty of lier person, and no less so for the graces 
and accomplisli meats of her mind. Though only 
sev{‘iiteeu years of age, she had long been married. 
While her husband was absent at Venice, on commer- 
cial pursuits, Mouctar became enamoured of her, and, 
iu an evil hour, the frail fair one yielded to his pas- 
sion. The influence whicli she acquired over him 
was so groat that it roused the jealousy of his wife^ 
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tlie daughter of Ibrahim Pasha. For some time the 
sliglited wife was unable to obtain any prot)f against 
Phrosini ; but at length a brilliant ring, which had 
been committed to him for sale by tlu‘ mistress of 
Mouctar, was brought to her by a jewelliT. It was 
instantly recognised by her as a nujUial present, wdiich 
she had given toiler husband. Com])laint was made 
to Ali, and he promised to avenge lier. It is said, 
however, that it was his own wounded jiride that 
j)roinpt(Ki his vengeance ; he having himst'K’ sought 
Phrosini’s love, and Ix'en refuse d. In tin; dead of 
niglit, attended by his body guard, Ik^ obtained admis- 
sion into lier abo(lc, proceeded to her ehamher, rcuiW'd 
her from and holding out the fatal ring in- 

quired if she knew it. In vain slu' aj)peale(! in the 
most patlu’tic inaniK'r to his mercy ; in vain she 
attempted to bribe him with all her jewels ; he readily 
took the bribe, hut refus(‘(i to pardon. He onUrttl 
her to put on her clothes, and follow him, and lu’gave 
her into custody (d an officer, lu rmitting only one 
favourite maid to attend her. Phey were conducted 
to a (irtHjk church, near the lake, and, soon after- 
wards, fifteen w’oiiicii <d loanniria, suKpcotc<l of incon- 
tineney, were conveyed thither. “■'I’luTe thi^y passed 
the night in prayer,” says Mr. Hughes, “expe<‘tiug 
every moment to he tlicir last. The next day how- 
ever came to a close without the fatal order being 
given. The despot himself s(‘emed struck with re- 
morse, and hesitated before he could sifui tlie scmtcnce 

r*' 

of death : he even declared afterwards, that he waited 
only for proper interc<‘ssion to .Sf>aro their livt^s. One 
man, indeed, a poor Grei?k, did jirescnt himself before 
him to U‘g the life of bis guilty spou8<% who was 
amongst tno unfortunates locked up with Phrosini : 
the \izier, laughing aloud, asked him if he were con- 
tent to live in wedlock with a prostitute ? and on the 
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man rf‘]>lying m the affirmative, l)e gave an order for 
her release. The execution of the rest took place at 
night : they 'were taken in a harge from the church to 
some distance on the lake, tied up in sacks, and pre- 
cipitated into tlie deep. Phrosini and her faithful 
maid, watching an oppr^rtunity, wlicn the guards 
were inattentive, clasped each other in their arras, 
and plunged into the water to rise no more." 

(leoro-iin Osman haviim submitted to tlic Porte, 
and all fears with res])eet to Passwan Oglou being 
also rcinov(‘d, Monctar was on ids inarch homeward, 
when a h th r from Veli disclosed to him the fate of 
Phrosiid. In the first transjiorts of liis rage, he shot 
tlie courier who hroimht th(‘ la ws. lie then huiTied 
in disguise to loaiuiina, wlu*re he shut himself up in 
his j)alae(‘. All was spet'dily informed of the return 
and the rage of his son, and he sent him an imp<^rative 

order to c<ime without delav* to his father. lie was 

• 

obeyed. ‘‘ A pj^roaeh, Clouet ar,'* said the vizier, liold- 
ing out his hand to him to be kissed, 1 will overlook 
your hursts ef ])assion ; hut, in future, never forget 
that he who, like me, braves public opinion, fears 
nothing on earth. As soon as your troops have re- 
turned to loannina, and roc(>vered from their fatigue, 
you must prepare to march against the Suliots. I 
will then make known to you my intentions. You 
may withdraw."' 

The Suliots, meanwhile, had not wholly neglected 
to prepare for the contest which was about to be re- 
newed. Samuel the monk had IxKm appointed their 
poleraarch, or principal leader, and, under his active 
superintt‘ndenee, provisions, arms, and ammunition, 
been procured, and additional strength had been 
given to the fort of Agia Paraskevi, on the bill of 
Kunghi. During the temporary inaction of the vizier's 
forces, Foto Tzavella, at the head of forty palikars. 
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accompanied by liis no less courageous sister Caidos, 
had nightly distinguished himself, by surprising the 
cantonmciits of their enemies, and carrying off a rjeh 
booty in herds and flocks. So brilliantly was his 
valour dis])layed in these encounters, that to swe^ar 
by his sword became a custom among his country- 
men. 

The successful inroads made by Tzavella induced 
Ali to hasten into the field the army of Mouctar. 
The son of the vizier was, however, directed to avoid 
general actions, and only to harass tlu’ Suliots by 
skirmishes, and gradually shut them uj) again within 
their own narrow boundaries. In the course of a 
few weeks this was neeomjdislied, and Suli was onc(‘. 
more in a state rtf elos(‘ blockade. 


This system was, probably, adopted as much from 
a wish to leave room for intrigues and gold, as from 
dread of the enemy’s de^'perate valour. Ali did not 
miscalculate the eiVeet of thoM' potent auxiliaritys. 
There was no longer among the Suliot leaders tliat 
unanimo\is determination, which had formerly in- 
spin*d tliem, to make no concession whatever. Sojiio 
were, douhth’ss, seduced by bribes ; others, perliaps, 
had fallen int-o that state of languor and inaptitude 
for exertion, which often succeeds to strong (‘xcite- 
ment and overstrained energy ; a third class might 
honestly, if not wdsely, believe that, by gaining time, 
tliey would be enabled to renew^ the contest with 
advantage at a future period. The j>roi>osal w hich 
Ali now luiule was intended to o[»erate on the last 
twc) of these cIjahsom. He offered to make pciwe, on 
condition that he should be aliow^(<l to build and 
garrison in their territory a tow^er for forty men, to 
prevent incursions from being made into liis pashalik ; 
and that Foto Tzavella shouM be obliged to retire 
from Suli. Thesis propositions were laid before the 
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council by Kitzo Botzari and Cuzzonica, to the 
former of wliom was to be committed the guard of 
the tower. 

Tlie proposal to expatriate their bravest leader 
might well have excited suspicion, and would once 
have done so ; but snclr a change had come over the 
spirit of the republicans, that tliey were willing to 
accede to it. Even some whose patriotism was un- 
im]>eachable were of oy)inion that it would be politic 
for him to retire for a while from 8uli, and thus put 
to tlie test the sincerity of tin* vizier’s desire to live 
at ])eace with them. Careless of his own interest, 
but alive to that of his country. Tzavella overlooked 
the injury to hinis<']f, and only insisted on tlie danger 
of jdacing confidence in a man whose trcaclierous 
character w^as notorious. Finding that his arguments 
were in vain, 1 w ill go,"' he exclaimed ; I w'ill 
olicy you ; hut for Heaven’s .sa]v{‘, watch over the 
Wrclfare of our country, and do not suffer the nanu' of 
our ancestors to he dishonoured.” I'hen, proceeding 
to his dwelling he set it on fire, that the house of a 
I'zavella might never be polluted by the footstep of 
an enemy.” 1'his being don<% he withdrew, aeconi- 
pauietl hy twenty-five of his bravest- men, to the 
village of Khortia, at some distance from his native 


mountains. 

Fasily provoked to nwenge himsedf, and incajiahle 

forgiving. Ali ha<l calculated that similar feelings 
would render I'zavella an enemy to his country. In 
the most flattering tt'rms he invited him to loannina, 
in order, as he said, to settle with him the affairs of 
Suli, and obtain to tlio tn*aty the signature of a man 
w imm he honoured for his signal bravery . 1 1 was not, 
however, till his owui countrymen had entreated him 
to do so, that Foto consented to accept the invitation. 
Caresses and compliments were lavished on him by 
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the vizier, who next proctvtied to solicit liis aid in 
subjugating 8uli, and to tt'iupt him with the h(>]>o of 
punishing those who had paid his services witli in- 
gratitude. But on these piuiits the chief was immo- 
vable. Ali then presstnl him to withdraw from tlie 
republic his own tribe and ail who wt'i*e of his party. 
Anxious to visit *Suli a.s soon as ]>ossibIe, that he 
might unveil to his countrymen tlu‘ vizier's perhdiotis 
dt^sijL'Us, Foto adroitly led him to believe that he would 
try his influenee, and lie promised to return to loau- 
nina witli the result of his atUunpt. 

When the Suliot leaders were assembhal in eouncil, 
Tzavella unfoldt'd to them the projects of the vizier, 
ami <’oijjurf‘d tln'in to be on their guard, lie then 
denoune<*<l the traitors among them, of wliose guilt ho 
had obtaine<l proof at the <'ourt of Ali, and dtuiianded 
that thev should suiler the iienaltv of their crime. 
Kverytliing but this, his bearers \v(T(' ready to grant; 
but this he failed to olitaiig and, \vitln>nt it, he was 
eonvinee«l tliat all else was una^■al^mg^ In spite, 
tluTefoK', of their entreaties that Inr would nunain, 
and their offers to jdace him at their head, he jier- 
sisted ill redi'eming his word by going bac k to loan- 
nina. On Foto’s arrival there, be was immediately 
eousioned to a dun‘u*on bv the vizier, w lio was already 
informed of wiiat had jiasst d at Siili. 

The war was now reeomiiienei’d. Tli<* operations, 
on the vizier's side, were, hovvever, limited to streiigth- 
( iiing the blockade. < )f the works w hich he bad caused 
to 1 h.‘ ert^cti'd, the strong(‘st was situated at Vilia, be- 
tween the mountains and the Aelienui, and com- 
maiidisl the main [lass. It was in fact a fortress, 
built of stone, with four towci*s on the? angles, and a 
tower in the centre, and had a garrison of a hundred 
and eighty men wdtli cannon. In a dark and windy 
night, on the 12th of May, 180d, the monk Samuel, 



LIFE OF ALI PASHA. 


160 

with two hundred men, approached the fort undis- 
covered. Samuel and M itococalis, one of his officers, 
then stole with a 8pa<le and pickaxe to the foot of a 
tower, excavated a largo hole urnler it, deposited a 
quantity of gunpowder in the mine, laid the train, 
and rejoined the Suliot detachment. A loud shout 
was then uttered hythem, whicli ])rought tlie Turks 
to the spot where they suj)posed that an attack was 
intend(*d. The train was tired by the besiegers, the 
mine exploded, and nearly forty of the enemy perished. 
The Suliots rushed to the breach, (‘uti red the central 
tower, and began to carry off t\m ston s, which they 
deliv(‘red to the w^omen and children wlio had fol- 
lowed them. The remainiiii; Albanians, who had 
barricaded themselves in the three toners, were now 
summoned to surrender. They threw down their 
arms, in token of submission, but resumed them, and 
poured in a murderous volley upon the Suliots, while 
the latter were advancing to secure tlieir prisoners. 
Irritated by this act of treachery, tlie republicans 
heaped up piles of wood and barrels of ])itch before 
the doors of the lowers, and burned or suffocated the 
whole of their perfidious opponents. 

Roused by tins daring enterprise, Ali issued 
proclamations, calling in tlie most )>ereinptory terms 
upon all true Malioimdans to join his standard, and 
take vengeance on the h>uliots. Ills call was obeyed, 
and in a short time his army was increased to twenty 
thousand men. The command was given to Veli 
Pasha, who stationed his troops in such a manner as 
to close up all the passes in the mountains of Suli. 

From May till Sepitunber the contest was con- 
tinued, witliout any advantage being gained over the 
Suliots, who, on the contrarjg so inct?ssantly harassed 
their antagonists, that the vizier s troops again began 
to murmur at the protracted and profitless warfare in 
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which they were encaj^ed. But tmij^on waf* busily at 
work to render valour unavailing. Aruong the 8uliot 
traitors the pre eminence in infamy be longs to ( Hiat- 
zonica and IVlio (Bisi, especially to the latter. Having 
displayed signs <»f cowanlice in an engagement, (iu«i 
became the lautfhing-sUK'k of his rountrymen, and ho 
r(‘8olvt'd to j>unish their contempt hy Ixdraying them. 
In pursuance of his malignant purpose, ho entered 
into a negotiation w ith Veli l^asha, and engaged to 
coneeal two hundred Albanians in a large insulated 


house which he inhahitt d near one end of the town 
of 8uli. Jn the night of the l?l^n(l of S<'j)t('mlKT, the 
wreteluHl patrieidt* led the detaehmeni through bye- 
paths, and H'aehed his dwelling nnperet ived. 

On the following irmrning^ art^ording to the plan 
w’hich had ]>e<'n agreed upon with the rtaiegafloes (lum 


and Oir//.oniea. Veli l*asha ndvanec^d, Avith his wdiolc 


army, into th<‘ jets'* w}ii< h liMids to Suli. lliat town 
w’iis at tiiis moment guarded hy not more than sixty 
nan ; the rest having been distributed in jtosts which 
were supposed t-o l)i‘ more open to attack. Ah soon as 
the ajtproaeh of Veli became known, the garrison of 
8uli, and as many of their companions as <v>uld be 
hastily eolkrU'd, marclu‘d to arrest bis jtrogn^ss. But, 
while tljey were coutending against his snjKTior num- 
bers, thev found tbcmstdvt*^ suddenlv assaih^d in the 
• « 


rear hr the two humlred hidden Albanians. Thus un 


expectedly pf.KH'd betw'eeii tw(» fires, they W'crt' com- 
jK'ih'd to giv(^ ground, and it was nf)t witliont much 
difficulty and loss tltat they sueccethxi in reaching 
a j)osition where tiny could clu^ck the career of their 
enemies. In the course of the day, Samonica and 
Avririkos were also evaeiiabHl bv the Suliota. 

Kiad'a and the fort of Kungbi were the only posi- 
tions which the Suliots retained. The troops assigned 
for the defence of Kungbi yerc commanded by the 


M 
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bold and enthusiastic monk Samuel, who w’as deter- 
mined not to survive the independence of bis country. 
In order to enable his army to follow up its recent 
success, A li despatched Mouctar with reinforcements, 
and directed that no respite should l>e allowed to the 
repuhli< ans. But the Suliots had recovered from their 
astonishment and alarm, and they now fought with all 
their wonted courage. During forty days, incessant 
assaults were made upon them, without producing any 
other eilect than diseraco and loss to the assailants. 

rr 

Not an inch of ground was gained by the soldiers of 


Veil. 


Ali had often acted on the srshm of dividing to 
conquer, aud lie now’ again had recourse to it. Ho 
knew that the men who coniposiMl the tribe of Foto 
Tzavella wen* aruoug the most brave and devoted of 
the Suliots, and be doubted not that, if be could sepa- 
rate tlieni from tlioir coui])atri()ts, lie should bring tlie 
contest to a speedy cU»se, About tlie beginning of 
Novenibor, therefore, releasing Foto from his dun- 
geon, proposed to him to return to his native 
mountains, and lead from them his own tribe, whicli 
be might settle wherever he pleawnl. Foto gave a 
feigned assent to this projmsal, and departed, leaving 
his wdfe and family as hostages in the hands of tlie 
vizier. His lirst stop, on reaching the I\irkish camp, 
was to communicate to Veil the (UTangements into 
wdiich lu* had entere<i with Ali, and to demand a 
passport to Ihu’ga for lus followci’s. The pass]>ort was 
readily granted, and hostages w’(‘re promistHl to be 
given for the safety of thost^ whom it concerned. 

On his arrival at Kiafia, Foto disclosed to the 
couneil of the republitr the real puqiose of his visit. 
Famine, he reminded them, would, at no distant jxjriod, 
take from them tln^ powder of resistance. To avert, or at 
least to delay, this evil, he had been induced to delude 
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the vir.ler into a belief that ho would remove his tribe 
from among them. Instead, however, of withdrawing 
his warriors, it wiis his design to send to Parga, under 
the protection of Veli's passjiort, the age<l, the femahjs, 
and the ciiildren, who consumed subsistence without 
adding to the means of defence. This plan wiis highly 
approved of by the council, his patriotism was deserv* 
chIIv aj)plaiided, and it w-'iis resolved that he should 
go to IWga, to induce the citizt'us of that place to 
receiver the nou-eombataut .Sul lots, and to supply 
them with vossi ls for their conv(‘vaiu:e to Corfu. 

w 

The Parghiotes ch(Hrrfally coiiseuU'd to the reejuest 
of Foto, but be was under the necessity of obtaining 
])crmiHsion from the Russian govtTuor of (V>rfu for 
the Sul lots to pa^s into that island. The wind being 
adverse* to the return of iiis messengt'r, htr departe<l 
from Parga, desiring tliat tin' answer might be w?nt 
after him. When he reaehe<i Kiaifa, he fo\md that 
his labour was lost, and that bis eoiuitry was on the 
verge of ruin. During his absence, the emissaries of 
tlie enemv ha<l been but too siiceessful in their excr* 
tions. The whole trilx* of Zerva, with the exception 
of the brave Dirno and some of his nearest relations, 
had entered into a tn'aty with V^eli Jhisha to lay 
down their arms. Without hesitating a moment, Foto 
rallied round him his tribe and those who vvtTo willing 
to follow liim^ and threw' himself into the fort of 
Kunghi, when^ Samuel had already coll(.*cted toge- 
ther a part of tiiose who remained faithful to their 
country. 

Impatient at the length of the war, and exaspei^ated 
by the stratagfun of Foto, the vizier joined his army, 
and severely n^proached V"eli for his slow progress, 
and his having treated wdth the tribe of Zerva. In 
Im rage lie was unwdlling that a single Suliot should 
be spared. Foto was summoned to lay down hia arms 

M 2 
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instantly, under pain of being cut to pieces if he de- 
layed. Corae and take them,” was his laconic reply. 
To punish this audacity, the vizier put nine thousand 
of his best troops in motion against Knnghi, and la- 
vished gold and promises of further reward to stimulate 
their courage. At the head of a small body of men, 
Foto, with his sister Caidos by his side, advanced to 
meet the enemy. The Albanians strained every nerve 
to toil up the steep and craggy hill ; but such a deadly 
storm of bullets was poured upon them by their shel- 
tered antagonists, tliat every attempt to reach the 
summit was unavailing. 8o inc(‘ssant was the lire 
kept up by Tzavella's little band, that their muskets 
hecame too hot to he us(‘d, and they resorted to rolling 
down fragrrunits of rock. They w(fn‘ now joined hy the 
garrison of the fort, and the deh nee acquired addi- 
tional vigour. Vast stones, logs of pin(‘, and whole 
trees, were hurled from the clitl’s uj)on tlie hostile 
masses below. After a contest of sevcai ]u)nrs, finding 
that it w as impossihlo to gain any ground, All sufTen^d 
his exhausted an<l decimated army to retire to its camp. 
.Seven hundred of his best troops w ere slain ; and more 
than thrice that numher were w^oundt^d. Humiliated 
l.yh Is overthrow, he wonhl not protract Ids stay, hut 
returned to loannina, leaving Yeli with full powers 
to conclude the war in whatever manner he might 
deem most advisable. 

This defeat envenomed still more All's hatred of 
the Siiliots, and made him redouble his efforts to com- 
plete their ruin. Reinforcements, anmiunition, and 
provisions, were daily despatched to his army, and 
the pay of the soldiers was largely increased. Every 
Suliot who w as taken prisoner w^as put to death wdth- 
out mercy. So unbounded was his cnielty that, moved 
by pity, and perhaps also by a fear of the retaliation 
that might be exercised upon her sons, his favourite 
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wife Emina, the inothiT of Mouctar and Veli, ventured 
to intercede with him in behalf of the SuliuiF. The 
very mention of the Suliots excited Huch frantic emo- 
tions in his bnast, that he tired a }>istol at her, and 
she fell. She was carried to her apartments, and was 
found not to he wounded. Jtecovc'ring from his pa- 
roxysm of passion, AH wept, and soon afterw ards 
proctx‘ded to Ikt iK'd-room. lie was refust'd admission, 
npon which he force*!! e)pen the door. This stn^ond 
shock was too nnicli for the unfortunate Kmirui, ami 
she? went into convulsions, in wdiich she sp<H*<lily e*x- 
pired. AH >vas det*[dy aflectc<l hy this catastrophe?. 
For many ye ars, atthe festal l^eiard, the council chain- 
her, and even in Jiis sleep, her spectre secerned to haunt 
him. lie elan d not he in a room hv himstdf : he 
feared to put his arms out of bed ; unel, in the dewl of 
the night, he wasofti'ii known to start up, exclaiming 
'‘‘My wife I my wufe ! it is she! save mo from her 
wrath ! " 

For this domestic calamity the vizier was in some 
measure eonsc led hy the final sucei^ss of the plan 
which he had so "reatlv’^ at heart. The moment at 

ff 

last Jirrived w hen it was in»])ossible for the Snliots any 
longer to resist. To famine was mlded the still more 
insufferable evil of thirst. The enemy having cut them 
off from the springs, they had no winter but the «c*anty 
supply which they obtained from occaj^ional rains, or 
from Jetting down sponges into the Acheron, Tliw 
resources now faih?d, and for seven days they were 
without a drop of watei' to moisten their parclied lips. 
Not overcome by valour, hut worn out by the 8<?vere8t 
privations, they finally consented to a treaty with Veli 
Paslia. Forlorn as their condition was, he did not 
deem it prudent to tempt their dt^spair. Ho agreed 
tiiat they should retire ivhen?soever they pleased, and 
should be furnished gratuitously with the means of 
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conveying their sick and wounded, thi ir women and 
children, and their property and ammnnition. To 
those who might choose to remain in Albania, he pro- 
mised not only “ honour, safety, and i^rotection,"’ but 
also grants of lands and villages in full prop(;rty ; and, 
in the most solemn manner, he invoked on his head 
the 'worst earthly disgrace, and the vengeance of Hea- 
ven, should he ever violate the treaty. This compact 
was signed on the 12th of December, 1803. 

There 'w^as one Suliot who had taken no part in the 
negotiation, he having resolved not to survive his 
countrv ; this was Samuel the monk. lie saw un- 
moved the Mahometans advance to take possession of 
the fort of Kunghi, and when they intimated that he 
nad much to fear from the anger of the vizier, he re- 
plied, “ Ho who holds life as cheap as 1 do, has no 
fear of viziers.’' He then set fire to the powder, and 
blew into the air the foidressand all that it contained. 
It is said that Ali had sworn, if ho took him, to flay 
him alive, and stufl’ his skin, 

Whether Ali had really given orders to violate the 
treaty, or whether V eli was provoked by tliis act of 
the dauntless monk, is not known, but it is certain 
that the treaty was perfidiotisly brt)ken. The Suliots 
had not proceeded far on their march before they were 
furiously attacked by the troops of the vizier. The 
largt*st column of the Suliots, about two thousand in 
number, under Koto Tzjivella and Dinio Draco, took 
its w’ay towards I^arga, whence it was to pass over to 
Corfu. It was pursued by four thousand Albanians, 
who came up with it not far from Parga. Sending 
forward the main l)ody, w hich formed a hollowsquare, 
containing the women and children, Foto Tzavclla 
with a feeble rear-guard kept the enemy at bay, and 
succeeded in covering the retreat, wdth no other loss 
than a small portion of tho baggage. 
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A second SuHot column, of about a tiumsand indi- 
viduals, which desi;:(iK'd toprom>dto Aria to embark 
for Santa Maura, was less fortunate than the first 
column. It was overtaken <at Zolon^os, aiul threw 
itscdf into the monastery of that }>la<*e, where it was 
soon invwt(‘d by the enemy. About sixty women, 
with their children, w(‘re cut off from the r(*st, and 
fled towards a ste<*p rock. Tiiere, Ht'ein;^ no hope of 
escape, the despairiii;^ nudhers fondly kiss<‘d their 
babes, averted tluur faces from them, and thnwv tlu‘in 
dowm the preeipiee. Then, joiniiijj in a frantic dance, 
they successively approached theedp'of the cliff, and 
leaped afUT their manj^ded offsjirinjsif. For tw^o days the 
Suliots in the monastery rt'pelled the attacks of tludr 
iM^siegcrs. On the scctmd night they made a sally, to 
break through the Alhanian lines, but they w ere dis- 
covered, and a fi<’rce contest ensued, in which half 
their nuinlx r fell. About a humlred and fifty, how- 
ev(T, c8ca[)cd into the woods, ami ultimately, afUT 
having encountered nuinberless i)erilH, succeedt^d in 
reaching Parga. 

A similar calamitous fate attende<l abode of Suliots, 
who, under Kit/>o and Notki lb)t7.iin, had settled at 
Vourgareli. lA?arning what had l>efallen their coun- 
trymen, they resol ve<l to nunove, and seek a refuge 
among the Amiatolea in the mountains of Agrapha. 
They had defeaUnl the parties sent in pursuit of them, 
and had reached the bridge of Ck)nicos, on the Aspro- 
potamos, when they found their ])rogrt‘8s stopp'd by a 
division of the viziers troops, entn*nciied Indiind tlio 
bridge and on the surrounding heights. At the same 
time their pursuers, with increased force, cdosedi in 
upon their rear/ In this emergency, they took post 
in the monastery of Vetemiza, whenj they defended 
themselves for several months against a formidable 
anii}% At last, pressed bji famine, they endeavonnid 
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to force a passage, but, after having displayed the 
most undaunted courage, nearly the whole of them 
were destroyed. ‘‘ Ix‘t us die ! ” exclaimed the 
females, when they saw that all vras lost ; and with 
one accord, two hundred of them, ])ressing their babes 
to their breasts, and followed by their daughters, 
plunged into the waves of the Aspropotamos. Of all 
this band of Suliots only fifty- five men and one woman 
escaped the slaughter, and found safety at Farga. 

Equal heroism was manifested, in another instance, 
by a family of females, lly permission of Veli Pasha, 
some widows and children of ISuliots had taken np their 
abode at the village of lUiimassa, between Farga and 
Fre vesa. Tht'se unfortunate beings were now souglit 
out and cruelly slaughtered. One of them, named 
I)e8po,the widow ofOeorgeBotzi, dwelt with her seven 
daughters and daughters- in- law, and three of their 
children, in a large tower, called the tower of Dimoula. 
They barricaded the door, and fired upon the Turks, who 
sunimoiuHi tluan to surrender. Convinced that resist- 
ance must he unavailing, Despo ))laeed a chest of 
cartridges in the middle of the chamber, called her 
family round Ikt, and holding a light(‘d match in her 
hand, asked them wliether they preferred death, or 
Ixing captured and dishonoured by the Turks. 

Death I ” was the ready and unanimous reply. As 
soon as the word was pronounced, the matron applied 
the match to the }iowder, and the tower witli all its 
noble-minded inhabitants was blown into the air. 

To massacres on a great scale succe eded a series of 
executions and cruelties which made humanity slmd- 
der. When his thirst for blood was somewhat slaked, 
AU turned his attention to the securing of his difficult 
and dearly-purchased conquest. lie repaired the 
forts, and built a strong fortress and serai on n lofty 
insulated cbtf' in the vicinity of Kiafi'a, in which he 
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})laced a large garrison of his trustiest Albanians, 
l^artly cxteniiinated, and partly driven into foreign 
lands, tlio Suliots he believed to bo extinct as a 
people ; and he would doubtless have laughed in 
scorn, had it been proph(*sied to him that a time was 
to cmne, iliough at a distant |KTio(J, when he would 
be profust? of promises and briln^s to gain support 
from their arms. 


CHAPTER VH. 

iuflueitce acquired by Ah — He is a}»jH»inte<l llumiH-valiftee — Hw 
Cainpaij^n — He foils » Keheme oj tbe Divan to entrap bim—' 
AdvjintsijreK gnintd b\ him aH Uuuiili- valiMe — Hi» perHculion 
of tbe l'’u>baii'> and A<'auiai»i«Tis — Tia^icul Fate Sou itinan — 

Treachery nixl Jiurhaoty ol Veii P«t»ha — J^lighi of the AirhlUKhop 
of Artu — All reiiioNt'd from the (iovci nnient of Tbei»)f>al> — EliuHi, 
ln« N(q»}u*u, ttjjpoitiUd toil — Ah eHU«e« the deatij ot Klinait-— ‘Ho 
ifc re-uj>{Hunt< d to i!ie Pa‘<halik of The'^sa) - He Raves Vuevhki — 
RuhJ'ian Inliiuueh — Ah ne{ioli:ite» 'ivjtii Knyland — He to 

rreover the i»ood (fi races of Kraiiee — Naptdeon appoint® 
Poiupicville Coobul at loannina— Iiiicrvlcwfeof M. Pouqueville 
vtitii Ail. 

The (lestnicticm of the Buliots, who for nearly a 

eenturv and a Intlf Imd baffled all the efibrts of the 
» 

Mahometans, and who for the last thirtt?en years had 
maintained an almost inet^SBant struggle against all 
tlie nmmram of the power, wefilth, craft, and treachery 
of All- considerably increastid the celebrity and influ- 
ence of their destniyer. II is influenct^’' says Lieu- 
t<fnant-C(doiiel Intake, ‘■‘found its way into every part 
of northern (Jnsw, and left very few retreats in which 
tlie Greeks could <*njoy the fruits of their industry in 
safety/* His exploits were sung throughout Albania, 
and were* rwountc^d from one extn?uiity of l*urkey to 
the other. Tlie Turks carried their exaggeration to 
such a pitch as to give him the appellation of the 
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Saviour. His fame at length reached the ears of the 
Sultan Selirp, who rewarded him, or rather laid a 
snare fr»r him, by conferring upon AH the title and 
authority of Rumili-valiHce, wiiich the pasha had once 
before enjoyed. At this moment, the ofiice required 
to be filled by a man of a bold, active, and vigilant 
character. The whole of that part of Riimelia, wdticli 
fonned the ancient Macedonia and Thrace, was suffer- 
ing seven'Iy from numerous predatory bands, com- 
post'd of Jbilgarians, Selavonians, and other uncivilised 
tribes. Thest^ pluiuierers bort^ the name of Kersales 
or Chrysalides, and were commanded by daring 
leaders. They devastated the environs of Philippopolis, 
and the valleys of Mount Pangeus, and pushed their 
marauding ]>arties even into the canton of Ghiustendil, 
on the north-easttTn verge of Albania. The pashas 
of Smocovo and Uskinp were suspected of secretly 
favouring these robbers. The caravans could no 
longer travel in safety, eommeree was interrupted, 
couriers were rifled, and all authority was set at defi- 
ance. To nanedy these evils wastlie task wliieli was 
imposc'd upon the conqueror of Suli. Rut^ in choosing 
him for its agent, the Porte, which already began to 
feel a jealousy of him, was playing a double game, 
and exptvttnl to beiu'fit whether he suca^eded or not. 
It had found itself incompetent to put down the hordes 
of robbers, and, consequently, if he achieved that 
object, he would have performed an i^sstmtial siTvice ; 
while, on the other hand, if he were hafRcd, his 
failure would furnish a pretext for his ruin, and he 
might l)e seized with greater ease wdion he w'as at a 
distance from his own government, where his re- 
sources and the nature of the country would enable 
him to make a protracted resistance. 

It was, however, no t^asy undertaking to entrap the 
prudent Ali. Though he appears to have had no 
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certain knowledge of the machinations against him, 
his suspicions were awake, and lie omitted no precau- 
tion to ensure the success of his ex}>edition and the 
safety of his person. As soon as he received the im- 
perial diploma, he collected ten thousand Albanian 
soldiers ; men in whom he knew that he might con- 
fide. At the head of these he passed Mount Pindus, 
in the 8)>ring of 1804, and encamped at Monastir, a 
C(»nsid(TahIe town, called also llitolia, which is situated 
about a day’s inurcli to the eristward of the lake of 
Oehrida, and is the capital of an ext<'nsive sandjiac. 
Ilia first cjire w as to extirpate a swarm of robbers, by 
which the neighbourhood w’as infested. Having ac- 
complished this, ho was joim d by the ayansof Illyria 
and Placed onia, after which ho proc(x?ded on his 
march, and cro88(‘d the Vardar at Koprili. 

Tlie army w hich Ali had drawn together w'as for- 
midable in point of numbers. Under his standard 
w'ere range<i tlie contingents of tlic pasha of Delviuo, 
the vizier of Ih rat, the laws of Musakia, the vaiwodcs 
of Taulantia, the sandjiac of 8codra, the chiefs of tho 
Dihres, oi C)chri<lu. of Ihixor, of Pristina, and of many 
otlier places, and all the spahis of Thessaly, As ho 
moved onw.ard, he was j(»in(*d by the cavalry of the 
Serres, tlic agas of Thesnalonica, the timariots of nu- 
n»erou8 districts, and the whole arniy of the populous 
city and sandjiac of Sophia. By the time that ho 
rcachisl PijilipjK^pcdis, he was at the head of eighty 
thousand men. Tw^o- thirds of tin* pashas of Eurof>ean 
Turkey were under his command. 

Having established his camp in the plain near tho 
city, he ordered that the reb<‘l chiefs who had been 
taken should be brought up for judgment. Among 
them were the pashas of *Smocovo and Uskiup, men 
of gigantic stature, to whom he bore a perscnal hatred. 
They were condemned to Jose their heads. Some of 
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the least important of the other criminals were also 
put to death ; but those who possessetl influence were 
retained as hostages, perhaps as future instruments, 
by the politic Ali. 

His march, and probably the favour shown to some 
of the guilty, and his astonishing activity in collecting 
BO vast an army, gave rise to an opinion that lie 
meditated striking a fatal blow against the empire. 
He had likewivSe levied contributions on all the towns 
through wliich he passtnl, and extorted considerable 
sums from wealthy persons. The supposition that he 
wished to cast off his allegiance was, nevertheless, 
unfounded. Ilia sole ambition, at the utmost, was to 
establish an immense feudal dominion, wdiich he might 
transmit to his children. He was too acute not to be 
aware that, as far as regarded any sch(*me of inde- 
pendence on his part, no rclijince wliatcvcr was to be 
placed upon the army wdiich ho bad so rayiidly assem- 
bled. Many of the leaders of it were bis rivals, and 
even bis inveterate enemies. Besides, how could he 
expect to preserve for any time the union of such a 
body of men, difl’ering so widely in countr}^ in lan- 
guage, and in interi^sts, influenced by long-standing 
jealousies, and speaking a Babel compound of the 
Turkish, Sclavonian, Valachian and Bulgarian dia- 
lects ? An army so composed contained in its(*lf the 
seeds of dissolution, and eoidd not fail to be broken up 
upon the least dissension or misunderstanding. 

Obscure hints and dark rumours had already pro- 
duced a considerable fermentation among this hetero- 
genoous force. Se<litious expressions began to be com- 
mon throughout the camp, revolutionary songs are said 
to have l>een sung even by some of the olfleers, the 
name of Selim was mentioned with affected contempt, 
and the intention of raising a new standard was not 
obscurely avowed. At length an insurrectionary 
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inovcmcnt took place. Ali then suspected, and is 
asserted to have soon procurcjd proofs, that this move- 
ment was organised by the Divan itself. His inten- 
tions were more strongly than ever su.spect(‘d by the 
Divan, and it hopi^d to entrap him into a rebellion, 
which would have ensured his destruction. But the 
sharp- sigh tc^d pasha avoided the snare. Ihe niiiti- 
neers had already seiztHl their anns, and were pro- 
ceeding to Ids head-quartcrH, Avlien, suddenly appearing 
b<*fore them, surrounded by his faithful Albanians, he 
exclaimed, Y on are weary of inaction; I applaud 
your feelin<»‘s. Strike your tents, and ltd every one 
follow mo to the general rendezvous at Sophia.'* 

Ali immediately ))Ogan his mareh ; being convirured 
that this woiilcfbe the signal for the withdrawing of 
the most mutinous <*f the divisions. He was not 
ndstaken. for they seize<l this opportunity of ndurning 
homo, while, on his ]>art, ho retook tlie road to 
Monastir. The fears, however, of the Divan were 
not \^h()lIv allaved till ho had reiiassed the Vardar. 
Ali himself di<l not feel s(‘enre till ho ap])roached 
Epirus, and was once more in a fricmdly country. 
Without, however, betraying either suspicion (^r alarm, 
he demanded from tlje Divan ixcarft' hlanche^ in case he 
should be required to make another campaign. He 
immediately received the thanks of the ministers ; hut 
was infornu d that, satisfied with what the pasha had 
done, the sultan dmned it unnecessary to require the 
contiuuanct" of his service’s in Rumelia. 

Die appointment of Rnrnili -valisee is couHidered as 
a bindhen to tlie person who receives it. But Alt 
was a<’custumed to turn every thing to advantage, and 
he did not swerve from his system on this occasion. 
He drained the provinces by Iteavy contributions ; 
ransomed those whom he ought to have punished ; 
carried off from the fortresses all the artillery which 
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was transportable ; and re-entered loannina laden 
with the 8})oils of Rumelia. From motives of policy, 
as well as from avarice, he left an exhausted country 
to his successor, whose embarrassments he soon 
afterwards increased by setting at liberty the klephtic 
chiefs whom he liad detained as hostages. 

As soon as AH entered Epirus, ho announced this 
event to the people ; and all who were rich, or had 
cause to dread his anger, hastened to celebrate his 
return by giving him splendid entertainments. But 
he well knew that these seeming manifestations of 
pleasure were hollow, and, accordingly, far from 
remitting in the rigour of his sway, he continued and 
even increased it. While he was doubtful whether he 
aliould 8ucce(‘d in bafHing the machinations of his 
enemies at the Porte, he had promised that the taxes 
imposed upon tlie Albanians should be diminished ; 
he now postponed, till the (Jreek calends, the fulfil- 
ment of his ])romise ; and statute labour, which was 
already too burthensomo to the j>easantry, he ren- 
dered still more so. Some consolation was, indeed, 
afforded to the lower classes by his impartial tyranny. 
Thu beys, their old op]>ressors, were not spared any 
more than themselves ; the fortified towers and keeps 
of those })i‘tty di^spots were overthrown, and the 
masters of them >vere reduced, as to power, to the 
same level fis tliose over whom they had, for centuries, 
been iiccustomed to lord it without control. 

Ever greedy of gold, Ali now bit uj)on another 
means of gratifying his passion for it. A persecution 
^ was commenced against the rich Landed proprietors of 
Etolia and Acanianla, on the pretext of their being 
in secret confederacy with his hated entanies, the 
Suliots. Many of them perished, victims of this 
false accusation. Among the Etulians whom the 
pasba sacrificed there was one whose fate was accom- 
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panied by circumstances of more than common base- 
ness and cruelty in his murderers. I'hc name of this 
individual, who traced his descent from the ancient 
Servian inonarclis, and was held in high estimation 
by bis countrymen, was Sousman, or Shousman. Ali 
bad alrt ady unjustly ])ut to death the brother of 
Sousman ; but, though he was eager to seize the 
wealth of Sousman himself, he was deterrt'd, probably 
by the fear of encountering universal odium among 
tiic Etolians, from b(‘ing seen as the destroyer of a 
man wlio was the object of general affection. The 
det(*stabh? task was then^h^re committed to Veil 


l*asha, and he executed it witli consummate' villany. 

Vfli began his eejx'rations in January 1805, by 
going to MissolTmglii., under pretence of making a 
tour of military ins[)ection in southern Gre<?ce. On 
Ills way the customary present was sent to Jiiin fnun 
Soustnan, who, however, avoide el ]mying him the 
complimeiitiiry visit which is usual on such occasions, 
hut wrote to e xcuse his absenee. in liis answer, Yeli 


affeetcil to be entirely satisfied with the apoIe)gy, 
r(;gre‘tt<*d tiiat false' re])e)rts should have occasioned 
Sousman to be sus[)eeted by the formidable vizier, and 
desired him to dismiss all fe;ar, fe)r that the dangler 
was gonebv, and he would himself settle the busine'ss 

CT . ’ 


to the entire satisfaction of the terrifie<l Etolian, and 


would write to him when it was arran:»ed, 

Sousman and his family had been on the j)oint of 
taking refuge in tin* mountains among tlic Armatoles: 
a circumstance with which it is probable that the 
vizier’s son was acquaink'd. But the letter of Yeli 
calmed the apjjrehensions of the (ireek, and in- 
duced him to wait the issue at home. The purpose 
of the delusive epistle was thus effected. In tlie 
course of a few^ months, Yeli visited Arta, from 
which city he again wrote |o Sousman. He assured 
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him that Ali had restored his favour to him, and ho 
invited him to come to Aria with his son, to receive 
personally the assurance of being pardoned by so 
great a prince as the vizier, in whose heart lie held a 
place. The postscript of this insidious letter was in 
Vcli*8 own handwriting; a condescension which, in the 
East, is regarded as a very high favour granted by a 
prince to an inferior. I am your friend,'* said Veli, 
and will he always your defender. If this assurance 
be not sufficient, 1 convert it into an oath to defend 
you, and, in tlie name of religion and by the heads of 
my children, I swear to you eternal friendship ! ’* 

The oath of eternal friendship Sousman probably 
C8tiinate<l at its real value ; hut he believed that Yeli 
was only anxious to obtain presents from him, and that, 
if his cujiidil}" were gratified, he would S(*eure him 
from future ]XTftecution. Though he rniglit have 
found an asylum among the Annatoles, or at Santa 
Maura, to which island he had been inviU'd by the 
Jtussiaus, he was reluctant to quit his native home, 
and was willing to purchase the privileges of remaining 
there, at the cost of a portion of his fortune. It was, 
in vain, therefore, that his family dissuaded iiim from 
trusting himself at Arta, and that, when lie reached 
Prevesa, the caution was repeated by his friends, who 
strenuously advised him to discontinue his ominous 
journey. 

The predoomed victims, the fatlier and the son, 
landed at Salagora, the |>ost-towni of Arta, There 
they found waiting for them horses, a guard of honour, 
and a Greek named Dherman, who had been sent to 
compliment them on the part of Veli. On their arrival 
at the abode which the pasha had prepared for them at 
Arta, he sent his a(‘cretary to welcome and invito them 
to join in a banquet at his palace, on the morrow. His 
musicians also came to serenade them, his dancers 
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to amuse them, and his gardener to present them 
with bouquets; they wore crowned witli flowers, and 
perfumes were poured on their heads, and they retired 
to rest, delighted by their reception, and longing for 
the dawn of that day the close of which they were 
destined never to hcdiold. 

In the rnoniing they w(Te summoned to th(‘ palace, 
to wliich they were conducted on splendidly capari- 
soned horses. Veli gave them his hand to kiss, 
seated them by his side*, 8j><>k(‘ in the kindest tones, 
and smiled at the fi'ars which th(‘V had entertained. 
Ifekept them with liim while Iu‘ dini’d ; and at the 
close of the meal, when the nmsieians and bufloons 
were introduced, he graciously dismissed them to par- 
take, as he said, of a bampn'l whieli he had ordered tjj 
he prepariMl for them. We are going to divert our- 
8('Ivcs luTO," he added, whih* you are being regaled 
ill the room bidow : and, as sooii as your business 
is dcs])atcb('d, you shall he of our )»arty/' The two 
deluded Ktfdians bowed res])e(-tfally, and retired. 

Veli now seiz('<l a lyr<‘ and struck a few notes as a 
signal for tlu' dancers and musicians to begin, and 
immediattdy a band of gipsies sang the songs of the 
country in praise of Ali's martial and marauding 
exploits. ] I('ated with wine, Veli threw off his turban 
an 1 pelisse to join the lascivious dance, and, at length, 
maddened l)y his passions, he disrobed himself of his 
remaining clothing, and plunged without restraint into 
the most nnolting excesses that obscenity can inspire. 

Wiiile tins disgmiing revel was at its height, a cry 
of ili*re they are ! " was beard in the banqueting- 
room. It was uttered by two executioners, who came 
forward wdth the bbiod-dropping heads of Sousinan 
and his son. Veli burst into a fiendish laugh as he 
looked on the two bleeding evidences of his baseness 
and ferocity, spat on theti^ and ordered that they 
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sliould be deposited in silver-gilt dishes. He then 
commanded the dance to be resumed ; but not even 
the fear of liirn could prevent his slaves and accom- 
plices from betraying the horror which the sanguinary 
scene had excited : Dhennan fainted, the gipsies 
were struck dumb with consternation, and Veli was 
at last obliged, witli a few of his stronger-nerved 
associates, to retire to his private apartment, where 
the whole of the night was spent in inebriety and 
licentious enjoyment. 

The catastrophe of Sousinan and his son took 
place in the j)alace of the arclibishop of Arta, where 
Ycli resided during his stay in the city. We have 
seen that the archbishop was induced to lend his influ- 
ence to the vizi(‘r, to put an end to the gallant resist- 
ance of the Suliots. Seeing the fatal consequence 
wliieh it had produced, he had, liowever, repented of 
that weak or tn;acherous act ; and now, his disgust, 
and probably his fear, being excited by the foul 
slaughter which had been committed in his abode, he 
abandoned his dlueese, and sought a refuge at Corfu. 
All endeavoured, hut without success, to get him 
again into his power. At the same time, the pasha 
sent several detachments to attack the Annatolcs, in 
the mountains of Agra})ha, and desolate their terri- 
tory. The chief purpost^ of tljcse attacks was to 
compel them to banish the formidable chief Paleo- 
jKiulo, whoso courage and perseverance he dreaded. 
The brave Etolian was finally forced to quit his 
country. After having for nearly four years lieen a 
dweller in woods and caves, and sufiered the severest 
laardships, Paleopoiilo at last went to Constantinojde, 
wheix? lie was fortunate enough to obtain protection 
from the French ambassador. Other leaders of the 
Armatoles concluded treaties with the pasha, and 
were admitted into his service. 
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The Porte, meanwhile, was far from viewing 'with 
indifierence the conduct of the pasha of loanniiia. 
There was one universal cry against his depreciations, 
and the public voice was seconded by the complaints 
of the Russians by whom the Ionian Isles were how 
occupied. They remonstrated against the daily out- 
rages committed upon the islanders by their turbulent 
neigld)our, and demanded that Rutrinio should be 
given up to the vaiwt)de, appointed by the treaties to 
govern Yonitza, Prev^^sa, and Parga. Anxious to 
k(?ep upon good tenns witlj Russia, the Porte j)artly 
complied with the wishes of that power. At once to 
punish Ali, and to diminish his formidable influence, 
it d(‘prived him of the government of 'Idu^ssaly, but, 
desirous not to irritat(‘ him too far, it pr(‘serv(‘d an a]^ 
pearanco of consideration for him, by confcTring the 
pashalik on Klmas, his nej>hew, the son of Soliman 
and Hhainitza. 

The proud and ambitious Shainitza was enraptured 
witli the elevation of Iht son. lie was of a mild and 
pacific dis})osition, accustomed to passive obedience, 
and she, thendore, flattered hers<_‘lf that she would, in 
reality, exercise that authority of which he was th(i 
nominal posscvSsor. In the intoxication of Ikt triumph 
she did not hesit.ite either to n'present her son as 
superior in rank to IMouctar and or to declare 
openly her hopes and intentions; all that she said was 
carefully re])orted to Ali. He, on liis j>ai*t, suppressed 
all signs of his inward pcTturhation, and app(*ared to 
be resigned to his deposition, and even to ])articipate 
in her feelings. He wished, he said, that she should 
a[)pear with a splendour worthy of her rank, and he 
accordingly supplied her with costly furniture and 
equipages, and a glittering train of attendants, and 
ordered that she should be t*scortcd w ith all imaginable 
pomp to the Thessalian fr^^iticr. 11c did not forget 
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to place on her establishment a confidential physician 
and sliarp-sighted spies. As soon as he leanicd the 
period at which the firman of investment would arrive, 
he sent, as a present to his nephew, a fur pelisse of 
extraordinary value, such as might have been reckoned 
a magnificent gift from a sovereign ; and with this he 
desired that hllmas might be r<d)ed when he received 
the imperial di])loma. 

On the ap]K)iiiti‘d day, Shainitza put the pelisse 
upon Elinas ; and, as is customary in the East, she 
w’as ])resi'nt at the ceremony of investiture which 
her ambition had so much longed for. ‘‘ My son is a 
pasha! exclaimed shetothefemales who waited on her; 
“ My son is a pasha; and my nephews will die of vexa- 
Jiion that he is so ! I bit in the course of a few days her 
son began to coin])lain of a languor in his whole frame. 
An irn'sistible tendemey to dozing, freijuent sneezing, 
and an unnatural lustre in his eves, indicated a serious 
disease ; the fatal present of Ali had accomplished its 
jiurpose. 'Fhe pelisHO, not less deadly than the robe 
of Nessus, iinpregnatt'd with the moi hilui miasms of 
a young girl who died of the small pox, and who had 
been purposely wrajiped in it, bad sjinail its poison 
through the frame of the unfortunate Elmas, whohad 
not been inoiailated. An erujition a]>j)eared, the 
nature of which was unknown to the women who 
attended him ; the ])hysieian was called in, lie bled 
the sick man, and his lancet, no less murderous than 
a dagger, precipitated Elinas into the tomb. 

The rage and an<iuisii of JShainitza were extreme. 
In the first transport of her furious sorrow she ordered 
that the physician should be put to death ; hut, 
anticipating wliat w'oiild be his fate if he ventured to 
encounter her anger, he had prudently taken flight. 
As soon as the funeral rites were j>erformed, Shainitza 
returned to loauuina, to spek fur consolation from her 
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brother. Ht;, too, seemed overcome with grief; and 
so ably did the subtle deceiver ])lay his })art, that she 
never suspected by whose hand was dealt the blow 
which destroy(‘d at once her favourite sou and her 
schemes of ambition. 

The fi(‘M was again open to Ali, and he was not 
a man to lose an advantage by delay. He iinme- 
diatf ly dt'spatched a deputy to manage for the pre- 
sent the atVairs of Thessaly, and took steps to obtain 
from the Porto his own restoration to the govern- 
ment of the province. His intrigues, or liis gold, 
were successful, and he w*as reinstated, without even 
1)01112: under the nec(‘ssitv of cedini£ Hutrinto to tlie 
Russians. To crown his good fortune, a. third son 
w^as born to hifn. This last and most eherislicd of 
his otf‘sj)ring was the child of a Georgian slave, aii3 
bore the name of Sali H(»y. 

From tlie re-accession of Ali to the paslialik of 
Tliessaly, arose an event wliich was ultimately pro- 
duetive of much hap})iness to himself, and, prohalily, 
of no small la neht to many of his subjects. At the 
same time that the Porb* forwarded to him liis 
diploma of investiture, it also scait him ordfTs to 
detect and (‘xterminate a gang of coiners, which was 
establislnsj at the village of IMichivit/a, near the 
frontier of his territory. These (Joiners n(>t only 
counterfeited tlic Turkisli coin, hut also Venetian 
sequins, and that, too, 'with such skill that the j)uhlic 
treasury, as well as indivuiuals, was daily deceived 
by the spurious money. Ali took his measures so 
well that he surrounded the delinquent village before 
daylight, and pounced unawares on the whole group 
of coiners and distributors, in the midst of their 
moulds, melting-pots, and other apparatus of fraud. 
The tools he is said to have retained ; those who 
had used them ho had nojnterest in sparing. Ac- 
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cordingly, the chief of the gang was immediately 
condemned to the gibbet, and his house was ordered 
to bo rased to its foundations. The whole popula- 
tion of the village was about to be doomed to death, 
when it was saved by a fortunate incident. Flying 
from the soldiers, a beautiful girl, twelve years of 
age, rushed up to the vizier, threw herself at his feet, 
clasped his knees, and implored him to intercede 
wdth the terrible Ali to spare her mother and her 
brothers. “ My lord !*' exclaimed she, ‘‘my father 
is no more, b(! our protector in his stead ; we have 
done nothing to deserve tlie anger of tlie dreadful 
master wlio has killed him. AVe arc poor children; 
my mother never offended him ; I give myself to 
you, take me among your slaves ; you have perhaps 
children of my age, or a mother."' The youth, beauty, 
and tearful innocence of the suppliant prevailed, and 
nature for a moment resumed her rights in the breast 
of Ali. iVessing lier to his bosom, he said, “ Dismiss 
your fears, my dear child; 1 am that wicked vizier." 
— “ Oh no ! no !" replied she, “ you are good, my 
good master !" — “ Ik? comforted, my child,” respond- 
ed Ali, “ my palace shall be henceforth your home. 
Show' me your inotlier and your brothers ; I will 
spare them, your prayers have saved their lives." 
Having said this he directed that her family should 
be placed in safety, and that she should be sent to 
loannina. This youtliful pleader was Yasiliki, who 
afterwards became his wife. 

While his footing was not yet firmly established in 
Albania, it had been the policy of Ali to cultivate as 
much as possible a good understanding with Russia, 
But his former friends were now’ become the objects 
of his jealousy and hatreti, and he bent all his efforts 
to the thw’arting of their designs. It must, indeed, 
be owned, that he was n<;tt without sufficient reasons 
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for changing his conduct with regard to those per- 
petual cucroachers, the Russians ; with their usual 
insidious spirit, they were already looking forward to 
the moment when they might reconiineneo their 
attacks on Turkey, and they foresaw^ tluit he would 
probably interpose serious obstacles to their progi'ess. 
Hence tliey were constantly at work, though with 
more zeal than wisdom, to counteract his plans and 
impede his movements. It w^as impossible tliat he 
should not feel irritatt*d by these machinations, of 
wdiich he w’as no doubt punctually informed by the 
vigilant spies whom he (unployed at Constantinople, 
and in other <{uai*tors. Resides, at this moment, he 
received fresh cause of alarm, by a cireumstance 
whicJi occurred* on the northern frontier of Albania, 
where a voluntary oath of allegiamto was taken to tfTo 
Russian government by the repiiblit an Montenegrins, 
who were able to bring twenty thousand muskets into 
the field. 

To secure himself, at least on one side, from the 
Russians, Ali strenuously endeavoured to di8j)08se83 
tlu*m of the Seven Islands. The treaty of the 
tw'entieth of March afforded him some hopes, as by 
one of its articles the Ionian rej>ublic w^as declared to 
be placed under the joint protection of Russia and 
Turkey. In consequence of this, the Russian forces 
soon afterwards retired. It was now that Ali con- 
ceived the idea of gaining possession of Ck>rfu and 
Santa Maura. For the more secure attainment of 
his ohject, he is said, by means of secret agents, to 
have fomented disturbances in the islands, and tlien 
to have represented to the Porte that, in order to 
restore tranquillity, he must be allowed to re-occupy 
the ex-Venetiih towns, and to garrison Corfu, Santa 
Maura, and I^arga. Though the Ionian senate re- 
monstrated strongly against this scheme, Ali was 
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about to obtain the wished-for order, when hia hopes 
were comy)letely frustrated by the Russians, who 
adroitly prevailed on the senate to solicit their protec- 
tion. The troops of the autocrat soon after arrived, 
and took possession of the islands. By this measure 
All's hatred of the Muscovites was not a little 
increased. 

But the apprehensions of Ali were not excited by 
Russia alone. A still more formidable power was 
approachin" towards liis boundaries. The rapid pro- 
gress of the I^'rench in Dalmatia would speedily bring 
them to his door, and he did not so far miscalculate 
his resources as to imagine that, even when backed 
by the forces of the Porte, he could oB’er an effective 
resistance. In this emergency he deciued it necessary 
to strengthen himself by soim? efficient alliance* ; and 
he, in consecpience, turned his views towards the 
English government, with which lie had carried on 
an active correspondence through the medium of 
Lord Colling wood. The immediate result of this 
overture was, that JNlajor Leake, who had this year 
been sent on a commission to Ali, was instructed to 
remain in Albania, for the purpose of taking a mili- 
tary survey of the country, and pointing out the best 
means of defending it against an invading enemy. 
Ali, nu'anwhile, employed himself in building and 
improving fortresses, reforming the })olice, clearing 
his territory of robbers, and Sowing dissension among 
his enemies. 

The treaty which followed the victory of Austerlitz 
produced another change ; and it must be confessed 
not an indefensible one, in the policy of AH. By 
that treaty Dalmatia and Illyria were ceded to Napo- 
leon, who tlius became the neighbouf of the pasha. 
The English alliance, however beneficial it might 
have bet‘n under other circum. stances, could now 
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prove only injurious. It was, tliereforo, abandoned, 
and All applied himself to recover the^niod graces of 
the French sovcri'ign. Napoleon, on his part, was 
not averse from being on amicable terms with the 
wily Allianiari. By accejiting thi^ proffered friendship 
of the pasha, ho severed him from the Ihiglish and 
Russians, and whatever course he himself might 
ultimately decide upon pursuing with n'spect to 
Turkey, w’lu'ther he appeared as her ]>rotector or her 
destroyer, the assistance of Ali w^ould be highly 
valuable. 

Before, however, Napoleon eommeneed a negotia- 
tion, he took the jireliminary stej> of causing an exact 
re])ort to he made to him of the ]aTS(m and eharactiT 
of Ali, liis politi^il situation, and tlie means vvhieh Ijo 
possessed of acting either on the olVeiisive or defensive. 
The data wvrv not ditfii nit to be obtaiiunl, as two 
French officers had had a vt'ry near view of the pasha, 
his court, his capital, and his dominions. 

This elaborate report gave a satisfactory account of 
the talents and resources of Ali ; proving that ho 
ouglit to he eonsi(len‘d as no contemptihle ally. Tlio 
portion of it, however, whicli was most likely to con- 
ciliate Napoleon was that which descrihed the jiaslm 
as having always been a great admirer of the exjiloits 
performeil by the French armies, attributing tluan to 
a species of magical influence, by which victory was 
ever reudenal projiitious V) the (lallic banners. The 
report was wonml u}» ])y n Hections njion the import- 
ance of tlie ancient commercial relations between 
France and Albania. Before^ the Revolution, France, 
it said, had imported timber from that country, 
which, far superior to that procur<*(i from the Baltic, 
had been employed in the dock -yard of Toulon witli 
particular succc^ss, the Frcncli frigates having 

been constructed of it. BuJ ten years* war had inter- 
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rupted all this commercial intercourse. The French 
interest, being now more wi<iely extended, required 
a more solid basis. During the reign of Louis XVI. 
that monarch had established at loannina a consul- 
general, for the purpose of promoting commercial 
relations with the Albanians. By reviving this esta- 
blishment great advantages, both civil and political, 
might bo exj)ected ; for loannina was not only one of 
the most active cities in all Gre(‘ce, but was also the 
seat of the modern power of All Pasha. For these 
different reasons it was better calculated to be the 
residence of a French consul-general than cither Arta 
or Prevesa. Everything showed that Ali considered 
this distinction as a particular mark of the esteem of 
the French emperor, for whom he had ever testified 
^tfie highest regard ; and that, if some trifling disputes 
still existcHl between Ali and France, they would soon 
be accommodated by regulating and settling the old 
outstanding accounts for stores, &c. furnished by Ali 
to the French army during its occuj)ation of (>orfu. 
Besides, by the establishment of an agent in his 
capital, bVance would be the better able to cope with 
her rivals, the English, who, being masters of some 
important positions in the Medit{‘rram\an, were now 
also directing their views towards Epirus, for the 
purpose of obtiiining ship timber, and also of injuring 
as much as jx^ssible the French marine in the south. 
In short, by forming an intimate connexion with Ali 
Pasha, theFrench would become the better acquainted 
with the localities, and by that means be enabled to 
discover resources, wdiich might be of infinite advan- 
tage to the government at homo. 

The arguments adduced by the report were deemed 
conclusive in favour of a connexion with Ali. Some 
valuable presents were, in the first instance^ sent to 
the pasha, through the medium of General Massena. 
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M. Pouqueville, a learned and intelligent traveller, 
had already been nominated as consul-general at 
loannina. Ali himself declared that Napoleon also 
ofiered to make him independent king of Epiius ; but 
this fact rests only on his own bare word. If the 
assertion of Ali be true, it is. probable that the offer 
was made for the purpose of discovering to what 
lengths he was willing to go. 

Near the close of the year 1805, the consul-general 
sailed from Ancona, accompani(‘d by JVl. Jnlien Bes- 
sieres, who was commissioned by the government to 
introduce him to the pasha, with whom M. Bessi^res 
had already had frequent personal communications. 
On his arrival at Uagusa, he despatched a mounted 
courier to tlie ^1zier, informing him of his arrival on 
the Turkish frontier. About the end of January, the 
tw’o envoys arrived in Epirus with a Valachian, who 
had b(‘en si'nt by Ali to act as their inter])reter. 
On th(Mr entering the ])ort of Panonno, they were 
recognised hy the Pashas garrison, and saluted with 
volleys of inuskttry. An officer of the vizier was in 
waiting to compliment them, in the name of his 
master, on their arrival. They took the road to 
Delvino. War liad broken out between the vizier 
and the beys of that town, which the tw’o envoys 
found in possession of Ali's troops. I'lie l>azaar, or 
public market, was in flames : it had been set on fir© 
by Ali*.s soldiers, in order to destroy the shops after 
they had been pillaged. The clamour and tumult 
resounded from afar, while the flames strongly illu- 
minated that part of the town which remained un- 
touched. The French were smuggled, not without 
danger, into the house of a bey, one of Ali’s adherents, 
and had little cause to praise eitlier their lodging or 
their fare. The next day they took the road to loan- 
nina, through the districts^ of Diy^nopolis and Pogo- 
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iiiani ; and after a two days' marcli, tliey mot the 
vizier at the Seraglio of Dzitza, who gave them their 
first audience. The narration it may he as well to 
continue in M. l^ouquevillc’s owm words: — 

My curiosity was strongly excited ; ] was at last 
about to behold a too famous man, a new Theseus, an 
old warrior covered with scars, a satrap w’ho had grown 
grey in the trade of arms, the modem Pyrrljus of 
Kpirus — for all this had I heard of him. We reached 
the gates of the seraglio, which turned groaning on 
their hinges ; passed through a silent court, wo 
ascended a gloomy staircase, a tra}>-doorwas lifted up, 
a curtain was raised, and wc found ourselves in the 
audience-hall of Ali Pasha, who stood waitinfj for us. 
]|,o greeted us, embraced M. Bessieres, and then, fall- 
ing hack with a staggf'ring motion, lie dropped into a 
corner of the sofa, without seeming to have perceived 
me. A white-bearded S}>ectre, dressed in black, who 
was with him, honoured me by a slight movement of 
the head, by way of telling me that I was w'olcome. 
This scene, in which also figured a Gre(‘k secretary 
prostrated in the attitude of fear, w^as illuminated by 
the wavering light of a yellow w^ax candle, placed on 
the fluor, wiiich just allowed objix^ts and persons to bo 
distinguished. 


‘‘ After the usual compliments, tho private inter- 
preter of the vizier w\as called, in order to open tho 
conversation, which the pasha began by asking ques- 
tions wdth a volubility very uncommon among the 
Turks. Tiirough tho half- dispel led gloom of tho 
apartment I could distinguish the coruscations of his 
eyes, and observe the convulsive w orkings of his fea- 
tures. 1 listened to his conversation, apparently vague 
and unconnected, yet full of cunning. He swung 
himself about, he laughed, he talked, but, notwith- 
standing the rapid flow of bis speech, no w^ord escaped 
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liim that had not its import. At times he tlircw scru- 
tinising glances on me, and at length the black spectre?, 
and tiie (J reek secretary, who were stealthily watch- 
ing the proceedings, were ordered by him to withdraw* 
We remaiiK'd wdth the interpreter, wdio continued to 
stammer out tlie questions and replies ; and, after a 
conversation of two hours, w’c retired, leaving tlio 
vizii'r struggling between !u>pes and fears, 

‘‘This inUrview sulheed to destroy some of the 
illusions which I )iad been under. Ali Pasha was 
neither a Tlieseus, a Pyrrhus, nor an old soldier co- 
vered with sears. I quitted him with quite dilTeront 
ideas ; his marmers had disgusbal me, ami, though I 
was far from foreseeing all th(‘ ve xations which he 
eaus(?d me, I eoltid n<d but secretly lament that fate 
had destiiied me to live in the court of sucli a man as 
he w’as.” 

After tliis interview, the twxxnvovs ndired to the 
3^ona^tery of the Propliet plias, wdiieh had been as- 
signed them us a residence. They wajre received by 
the (ireek monks wdth the utmost hospitality and 
kiiidru'ss. The next day tin* j)as]ia invited tliem to a 
second conference : he had ri«en before daylight ex- 
pecting them. Tlu^ two envoys j^roeecalctl tow'ards 
the seraglio. Two lieads, recently severed from their 
bodies, were stuck u])on stakes, in the middle of the 
court- yard, without appearing to excite the least atten- 
tion. Wliolly unaiieete<i by this horrid spectacle, 
crowds of suppliants and courtiers were j)rcKsing to- 
w’ards the staircases, in order to arrive in the y)re- 
sence. “ Cahouas, a species of ushers carrying hiUg 
wands,” adds Ml. Pouqueviile, “ inad(^ the crowd fall 
back to facilitate our apyrntach ; ami for the secoml 
tinu? I St'iW’ Ali Paslia, He was verging on his sixtieth 
year; and Ids figure, wdiieh was not above five feet 
nine inches high, was deformed by excessive corpu- 
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lency. His features, loaded with wrinkles, were, 
however, not wholly effaced ; their flexibility, and 
the brilliancy of his small blue eyes, had the effect of 
a mask, in which cunning was joined with ferocity. 
Amidst the bursts of a guttural laugh, many things 
which he said were tinctured with a certain elegance. 
Eagerly receiving the presents brought by M. Bes- 
sieres, he became (piitc joyous, and launched out into a 
number of common-place protestations of friendship. 
He called us his children, his brothers, his kind 
fnends ; and as though he liad seen me for the first 
time, he condescended to promise me his protection 
in the exercise of my consular functions. It was at 
length decided that wc should set oft’ the next after- 
noon for loannina. After this interview, the vizier, 
who had ordered a grand hunt, mounted his steed, 
and the next moment numbers of Albanian horsemen 
were seen tracking the game on all sides, and driving 
them towards their master.'' 

The chase being ended, the consul-general and his 
frien<l directed their course towards loannina. A boat 
awaited them at the head of the lake, from which 
thev were landed at the castle called (Jhatirwan, where 
apartments had been ])re]>ared for them. A large fire, 
j)ages, wrvants, and all tlie display of Eastern tinsel, 
indemnified them in some measure for the priva- 
tions which they had undergone. It was agreed that 
they slumld remain incognito, till a courier should 
retuni fron\ Ck>nstantinople, with the customary harat 
or ex^eqnatiir for M. Pouqueville, without which he 
could not be legally accredited. Finding that day after 
day elapsed without the retuni of the courier, M. 
Bessieres was under the necessity of setting oft* for 
France. 1 separated from my friend with the great- 
est heaviness of heart,'* says ^f. Pouqueville. ‘‘I saw 
myself, as it were, aband 9 ued amidst barbarians ; for 
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very few Europeans bad as yet visited loannina. I 
found myself at the mercy of a man, of whom, in spite 
of his apparent kindness, ive had already had cause to 
complain. Shall 1 own it ? — the general aspect of the 
country and its inhabitants terrified me, and 1 was 
filled with the most melancholy forebodings. But 
the step was taken, and necessity commanded the 
most perfect resignation.'* 

The courier having at length returned, the Greek 
and Turkish primates were convoked the next day at 
the Mekeme, to hear the excvgiiatm' which was 
duly entered in tlie register of the cadi. After this 
ceremony had been performed, and the ctistomary fees 
paid, M. Pouqueville Wiis recognised as French consul- 
general at the c(?urt of the vizier of loannina, ScareqJ^ 
had he enb^cd upon his new office befon^ he deter- 
mined to take an accurate survey of Epirus, a country 
as yet but little known to Europeans. He wished at 
first to go to ( hdirida, by traversing the chain of Pin- 
dus from south to north ; but his ])lan8 were constantly 
thwarted by Ali, under 8])ecious pret<'xts. The PVench 
were at that time in possession of the Illyrian pro- 
vinces, and he strongly suspectc^d, nor was the suspi- 
cion absurd, that the object of their consul's journey 
into the north was to show them the road to Epirus. 
As the vizier was very uneasy, and as it was jmident 
to conciliate liim, the consul did not insist upon car- 
rying his plans into execution. 
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CHAPTER VIII. 


rianS) of Ali — Ho obtainti tlic Pashaliks of tlio Morea and Lepunto 
for luH Bons Voli tuid Mouotar — His conduct at Prevosa — He 
vi-«itH a ]>art of Ills Torritoiics — His b:irca«-tir 'rioatniont of bis 
Kia^a — Singular mode of aduiinisloriiit,^ .lusiico — Dialogue 
between Ah and a Papas — S\slein of (loverriinent in Tnikcy 
doHcnbed — BarbaiiKin (*f the Prior of a (binvent — Englisli sbip- 
Murked Sailors — Strange manner of clothing the naked — Ali 
obtains Otliceis and AriiDentnen from Napoleon — He besieges 
Santa IMani-n—- Motives of Ali investigated — Ali becomes dis- 
gusted \Mlli the Frenrli Alliance — He eourts tiic Fiiendsbip of 
Gr eat Hritaiii — His FetUu* to Lord Colhnguood — A Biitish 
Agent in sent to conFr with bun. 

The ruin of tlie Suliots beinnr cou'iploteJ, All next 
uiulcTtook to clear Casetiopeia of tin.* bands of 
Arinatoles, by wliieli that proviee was ovt^riin. Under 
j)rot(‘xt of establisliin^ order in the vaiwodolik of 
Arta, ho also seized upon Aearnattia. and Etolia. 
Having nearly aeeoni])lished th(‘ suhju^ation of tljt'Se 
territories, lit* entrusted the fiiiishin^^ of the task to his 
relative and lieuti'iiant Yusuf, ujiou whom he relied 
BO implicitly as to make him his oZ/'er 070 , the executor 
of Ins veiij^^eaiiee upon the tribt's who yet striA’e to 
maintain their iudepeudtmet'. Torrents of blood, 
therefore, a^iin flowed, tlie princijial towns of the dis- 
tricts which were iii arms were cousuim'd, multitudes 
W(Te sold into slavery, and a flonrlshiii^ country was 
reduced to the most utter state of desolation. 

Still ptirsulng his eneroaehments, Ali reduced to 
obedience Salona, a town near Amjihissa, the inhabit- 
ants of wliicb lie insulted by giving tlumi a papas, or 
priest, for a governor, threatening, if they refused him, 

to send them one of hi.s scullions. IJv the end of 

«/ 

1806, he was, in fact, master of the whole of Greece, 
with the exception of Boeytia and Attica, and even in 
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the latter he contrived to obtain an influence, l.»y pro- 
curing one of his creatures to be sent to Atliens as 
voiwode. 

Whilst thc^e enonnities were being perpetrated in 
tlie name of a pitiless conqueror, Ali t<»re from the 
arms of her father the third and last daughter of 
Ibrahim Paslia, to bestow her in marriage uj)on his 
nej>hew Ad<‘n Bey, the seeond son of 8haiuitm. Had 
Ibrahim united his tiaughter to some powerful 
neighbour, he might have found a su]>port against 
All's ambitious prefects ; but, by tins union, no refuge 
was now left biin. Some luq)es wca’cjiowc ver, indulged 
from Ibrahim’s onlv sfui beini; alhanci'd to a daughter 
of Veli Pasha; but Ali liad ])ropos<^d this \niion inendy 
with a view of •more etfeetually deluding the man 
upon whoso ruin he liad reHo]v(Ml. ^ 

At this jMTiod it was tlie ]>liin of Ali to obtain the 
pashalik of Salonika for his nephew Aden lh*y, to re- 
place Ihralnin Pasha of Berat by his son Mouctar, 
and to establish Veil in the Morea. lie hatl some 
rciison to flatter lilmsidf that Santa aura would fall 
into his hands; and, in that case, lu^ di'sigiied, it is 8aid, 
to make the gulf of Arta the ctaitre of a piratical 
system not less famous than that of Algiers. As to his 
intention of turning })irate we may, however, hcuillowed 
to entertain doubts ; m)t on the seon^ of bis morality 
being likely to stand in the way of ins doing so, but 
because he was too running a politician t(» pursue a 
coursi* wliicli would inevitiihly have raised up many 
powerful enemies against him. 

A part of his plan he liad tlie good fortune to 
realists General Sebastiaui, the French ambassador, 
was then all-powerful in the Divan ; the bribes which 
he distributed among its members, the high renown of 
Napoleon, and a very natund dreafl of Russia, secured 
in the Ottoman counsels the ascendancy of France, 

0 * 
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Through the mflueuce of Sobastiani, Ali procured the 
pashalik of the Morea for Veil, and that of Lepanto 
for M ouctar. V eli was delighted with his proinotion, 
but M ouctar was stung with envy at being, as he 
deemed it, degraded to the less splendid government 
of Lepanto. Ali re])aid the service whicli he had 
received from the French minister, by accelerating a 
nipturo between Russia and Turkey. As soon as the 
rupture was decided upon, het)l)taincd the pennission 
which he had so long and ardeiitly desired, tore-occupy 
the ct)ntinental dependencies of the Ionian Islands, 
lie lost not a moment in pouncing upon his prey, 
pon taking possession of I'rcvesa,'’ says Mr.llughes, 
h(* reduced that unfortunate place by systematic 
op[)rcssion to tlie state of abjc'ct misery in which wc 
it. Having, in dehance of the treaty of 1800 , 
deprived most of the original proprietors of their lands 
and honses, wliicU he distributed among bis Mahome- 
tan followers, he demolished two-thirds of the city, 
overthrew the ehurches, laid the foundation of a 
splendid scTai, and built a spacious mosque. All this 
was done not only to yu'evt nt E\iro)>ean states from 
taking an interest in its restitution, but to furnish a 
plausible pretext to the OUfunan Porte for refusing 
ever after to restore a city to the protection 

of an infidel power. Vonizza and Butrinto were in 
like manner ruined, tliough these jdaccs were insigni- 
ficant when compared with Prevesa. Parga luckily 
escaped the storm, by receiving a Russian garrison 
into its fortrt‘ss.” At the same time, IM. Flory, the 
Russian consul at loaimina, was arrested, and prepa- 
rations for war were made on all sides. 

AVhile liis agents were engag(‘d in the political 
intrigues and negotiations, which we shall presently 
have occasion to narrate, Ali determined upon making 
a progress through various parts of his pashalik. In 
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some of his excursions lu* was attended by the consul- 
general of France, whose experience and abilities he 
well knew how to appreciate. Sonic sulphur mines 
had recently been found in the mountains of Kiinara, 
and AH, who was much interested in this discoverv, 
engaged the consul to accompany them in a journey 
which he purposed taking to view them, lie at first 
directed his course towards Dgcrovina, a village en- 
circle<l on all sides hy liills woo<h‘d with aneient oaks. 
At this plac*e there is a lake, of which many marvels 
are related ; such as that it has no bottom, and that 


it absorbs wlnitever is thrown into it. 


The vizier in- 


formed 31. Pouqueville, that he had hinisi'lf foriiKTly 
passed over the same lake in a boat, a fiu t whicli 
completely falsified its prt‘t('nded ([uality of absorp- 
tion ; ‘‘ unless,'* said AH, smiling ujion bis Insurers, 
“ we make an exception as to stoiK's. ’ lie nvxt 
stated, that, having causi'd tlie d('])th (»f the lake to be 
ascertained, the line bad nqxirted thirty fathoms at 
the honlers, then forty, and in the middle from a 
hundred to a hundred and twt'iity. He could not 
help laughing when tiie Freneh consul told him that 
one of the professors of the college of loaniiina main- 
tained that the lake, like that of Labcliistas, ran 
under ground and fonned the Pistritza. ‘‘ 11iis sort 
of people," said be, “ never scmj anything like other 
folks. Yet ho has Iive<l here; but, like bis brethren, 
be prefers adhering to (dd traditions ratluT than giv(‘ 
birnsidf the trouble of investigating facts. I know 
some (sitid he, looking at iiis kiaya, or lieutenant- 
general), who have a knack of telling these old- 
women's stories, which would make you go to sleep 
standing —what is your opinion, wise one?' I'he 
kiaya, quite disconec’rted, had not a word to say. 
**■ That man," continued AH, “ is one of those who 
can see with his eyes shut. Would you believe it ? 

o f 
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he pretends that tlie pla^ie consists of a vast number 
of animalcules, which might be seen through a mag- 
nifying-glass, if one could be procured of sufficient 
}>ower.*’ After having thus amused himself at the 
kiaya's expcmsc, he said to him, “ You shall dine with 
us to-day. Let us have some of the best wine. You 
have no o\)jection to a glass, have you V The kiaya 
excused himself. — “ Why! you were not so scru- 
pulous formerly ; and, as you intend to reform your 
conduct, go and dine in the kitchen.** — “ But, my 
lord, the law of our Prophet — ’* Silence ! I am a 

prophet in my own country, and if I had a mind,** 
added he in an ironical tone, I could make you own 
it too.*’ At these words the kiaya withdrew, to take 
his meal in another apartment. 

llis splendid retinue of servants and pages having 
arranged tlie repast upon a scTvice of silver gilt, Ali 
and his guest ate their f(X)d from plates of Sevres 
porcelain, ornamented with designs by French artists. 
According to tlu^ vizier's custom, there was placed 
before him a whole lamb, weighing twelve pounds, of 
which, without masticating it, he devoured more than 
half, besides cloves of garlic, hard eggs, an eel, and a 
groat variety of other things ; contenting himself 
afterwards with touching many dishes with his finger, 
to show that he liked them, and that they might he 
cleared away. Pilau, or boiled rice, the usual dessert 
of tlie Turks, over which they pour curdled cream, 
was now brought up. On dipping his spoon into it, 
the vizier dmrovered a tuft of feathers, which proved 
that the rice had been boiled in the same water that 
had been used to scald off the feathers. At that 
instant,” says M. Pou<|ueville, “ I saw the satrap 
turn pale ; and immediate 8\Tnptom8 of terror 
manifested by his attendants.** — ‘‘ What is this ? 
how r* His voice was completely altered, when his 
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eyes accidentally meeting mine, ])c was unable (1 
know not why) to continue his invective, and he 
burst into a loud fit of laughter. “ You see, my son, 
how I am treated ? Some day or otlicr I shall cer- 
tainly hang them.'* — “ That will not teach them lK*tter 
cookery.” — Oh, indml, it will. If you knew how 
essential this is to good order.” — For this once, 
howevtT, I hope you will forgive them?” — Y(‘8; 
but they must eat the ]ulau boiled in the dish-water, 
with all the feathers in it. Had it not Ix^en for you, 
their heads should have be(*n exiuhited in the court- 
yard.” At this time thtTe were about half a dozen 
heads of robbers exposed on stakes, previously to their 
being sent to Constantino])le. The ludicrous seuttmee, 
passed by Ali ofl the cook, was strictly executed. 

The sulphur mine, the obj<‘ct of the journey, upon 
which so many grand projects and spt^culations fiad 
iK'cn built, was found near the surfjicc of the earth. 
The native sulphur was con taint'd in a bhick eartliy 
envelope. Trials having been made upon some spe*- 
cimens of it, orders were given to erect fiirnac(‘S, and 
the peasants were alnmi to be condemned to waste 
their lives in mining, when, fortunately for them, the 
stupidity of an Italian, who w\as a]>pointed sujHirin- 
tendant of tho wn)rk8, disgusted the vizier with a 
scheme which he renounced with as much indifference 
as he had displayed eagerness to undertake it. This 
lucky hhinder of the Italian consisted in attempting 
to bum out the sulphur instead of subliming it. 

On his return to loaimina, the pasha stopp^xl at an 
ambari^ or granary, where he was joined by the 
French consul. As M. Pouqiievillc entered, the in- 
habitants of the neighbouring village of CoucouUos 
came to present his highness wdth a enp of milk and 
a few handfuls of meal, in token of the prosperity 
and abundance which spring up under the feet of a 
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powerful man. ‘‘ May you enjoy a long and happy 
life ! said they to him ; “ may you be full of years ! 
but we pray that you will eitlicr hang or drown us, or 
.diminish the taxes with whicli we are overwhelmed.” 
Tlie pasha, without seeming to understand these com- 
])laints, invited the consul to sit down by him on a pile 
of maize, covered witli a carpet. lie then made a 
sign to tlie peasants to retire, telling them to go in 
])eace, and pray Clod for him ; assuring them, that, if 
Providence spared his life, tliey should want for 
nothing. At length his harangue being concluded, 
the petitioners had already paSv^ed the door, when he 
ordered tliem to be called back, and upon his saying 
to them that ‘‘he held them near his heart,” the consul 
Ix^an to hojie that the viziiT had relented towards 
these unfortunate villagers. But his hopes were soon 
blighted ; for, after a moments pause, AH proceeded 
to finish his speech in these consoling words — “ As a 
proof of which, you shall build me, at your own ex- 
jxmse, a residence contiguous to this storehouse : let 
it be done in six montiis without fail, or woe be to 
your heads!” — “ Write,” said he to one of his secre- 
taries, to whom lie dictat<^d the plan, the dimensions, 
and otlier particulars ; and he added, amidst loud 
bursts of laughter, “It is a most ebanning spot ; I 
shall often have hunting- parties here ; I must liave 
some place to alight at.” 

This decision was so strange, that, though it ruined 
a whole village, the French consul involuntarily joined 
in the laugh. “ This is your way,” said the vizier to 
him : “ Now these rascals liave been draining mo 
dry; they owe me lieaps of money, interest upon 
interest ; besides, they were my fivtlier s enemies.” 
As the poor wretches whom he tlius accused were 
probably not bora in the lifetime of Ali's -fatUer, the 
consul, recollecting the fable of the wolf and tlie 
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lamb, was about to relate it to him, when one of the 
vizier s counsellors matle liim a sign not to plead the 
cause of the inhabitants of Coucoulios, In truth, 
their cham})ion wouM probably have been as suc- 
cessful in tlieir behalf as Don Quixote was in re- 
dressing the wrongs of the shepherd -boy. 

In this, as in his other journeys, the vizier held his 
assizes wherever he haj)pened to be, sometimes in a 
palace, at other times by the side of a ditch. The 
monks of the monastery of Losino, near C\)ucoulios, 
were now summoned before liim, and required to give 
an account of the tltlies belonging to the treasury, and 
of the rent due for 0010111011.12:0. As they were able 
to produce receipts sealed with his highness's seal, 
they W’ere, as a s^iecial favour, under jiretence of tlieir 
not liking him, only eoiuhaniu'd to cut and cart evcfy 
year to loanuina eight thousand logs of hre-wood for 
his jialace. After this ae([uitt.il, they were leaving 
the granary, wdien they were sto]>ped by Mouctar 
Pasha, wdio was come to meet his father, and, in liis 
turn, ordered them not to fail to bring an e(|ual 
quantity of wood for his own use. 

The next who was brought before the judgment- 
seat w^as a whom the inhabitants aeeus(*d of 

having caused tiie burning of a tower, of wdiieli he 
had the care as dervendji. They cried out, too, tliat 
be w^as a drunkard, and an incapable fellow. The 
only answer made by the vizier was, that lie wdshed 
to have his tower in the same state as when he ap- 
pointed the balouk-baslii, or captain, to tlie com- 
mand of it. To this the pa])as coolly replied, that 
he could not have it so, even though you w'cre to 
hang me for it, w Inch, howajver, will not be the case.'* 
— Well!" said the vizier, ‘‘this is extraordinary 
indeed!” — “ In Abe first place, rny lord,” responded 
the accused, “ all the property I have in the world is 
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my wife, who is old, and fourteen goats, which she 
takes out to feed in the mountains. If they were all 
sold, they would not fetch enough to pay for the door 
of the tower ; and this my enemies well know. But 
there is one thing of which your highness seems to 
be ignorant ; nanu^ly, that these men, so zealous in 
your service, liave owed you for ten years the tithes 
upon wine. They who tax me with drunkenness 
make the poor supply wine, and then they drink it 
themselves.*' — ‘‘ This is always the way I am served,** 
said tlio vizier, sighing, and yet people wonder that 
I am ]>oor — and how much does this come to in a 
year ?** — “ More than ten thousand okkes of wine, 
without reckoning the brandy they distil.** — Yes, 
wine and brandy ! I have not a soul,* positively not a 
single soul, who cares about my interests; this is the 
way I am mined — and how much does this make?" 
— More than four thousand piastres a year, my lord, 
at the very lowest." — “ Lot me see! fifty thousand 
piastres, and as much for interest ; for they have, no 
doubt, robbed me in many other ways ! My son, I 
appoint tiiee codja-bashi (primate), in the place of 
thy accusers, who shall remain in prison till they 
pay me what they owe me. The village must re- 
build the tower at its own expense ; and, for thy 
part, be a faithful servant to me.” — But, my lord, 
where shall I live? 1 am in rags; who is to find me 
clothes Oh ! I give you the house of this man,** 
said the vizier, pointing to one of tlie dismissed codja- 
bashis ; then, turning to one of bis secretaries, he 
added, “ Write an order to the shopkeepers of loan- 
nina, to clothe the papas from head to foot, and in a 
handsome style, for the love of me.** 

Having seen enough of this mode of administering 
justice, M. Pouqueville quitted the ropm when another 
cause was called on. He was followed by the coun • 
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seller, who luad made a sign to him when he was 
going to repeat the fable, and wdio, as soon as they 
were out of ear- shot of Ali and his officers, addressed 


him in tlie following words. You have just seen a 
specimen of our government. It is uniformly the 
same, in great things and in small. I who am a 
Turk, and a favourite of the prince, cannot tell whe- 
ther I shall sleep to-morrow in my bed. You wished 
to plead ill behalf of the inhabitants of Coucoulios ; 
set your heart at ease, the hunting-seat will not be 
built. Philip (this was a surname wdiich he gave to 
Ali Pasha, in allusion to the wily father of Alexander) 
only wants to ruin the inhabitants, that he njay force 
them tq^sell their laiided property, and convej*t their 
village into a clfifflick ; this is tlic vvliole secret. The 
codja-bashis, who have just bcx*n turned out, will^e 
plundered ; and as soon as he has become rich enough, 
so wdll the pa}>a8 who has taken their place. This is 
the way everything goes on ! The primates rob the 
Greeks, the pashas squei^zo the primates, the sulban 
inherits from the viziers, and he is pillaged by Ins 


wives and l>is courtiers ; such is the liabitual circula- 


tion of the public riches. Here you have a faithful 
picture of our empire; au empire which, in spite of 
its inconsistencies, and of rebellions, and the plague, 
holds togetlicr, and will continue to do so, as long as 
it shall pleas(3 God to allow of its existence.'’ 

M. Pouquevillc now^ took lus way to the convent of 
Jacovo, where he was to lodge for the night. There 
he found the kiaya and his divan effendi, or chief 
secrt'tary ; and, at supper, they were joined by Dr. 
Louis Franck, who w'as then physician to Ali. During 
the repast, the kiaya, w ho was probably piqued into 
til is display by the previous sarcasms of his master, 
made a great parade of bis ieaniing, which, however, 
W'as entirely confined to extravagant necromantic tales, 
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and dissertations upon judicial astrology; two favour- 
ite themes with the Turks. The party then stretched 
themselves to rest on tlie floor. Soporific as the 
prosing of the kiaya was, it failed to produce its 
natural effect on the French consul, its influence 
being counteracted by the hard boards on which 
he was lying, and by the smokiness of the cham- 
ber, He consequently rose to look for some one to 
converse with. In one of the corridors he found the 
prior, who was carding wool. After a little preli- 
minary conversation, the consul inquired if the holy 
man had any manuscripts. Ah ! " exclaimed the 
prior, old histories, God keep us from them ! we 
arc orthodox, and all that was written by those 
Jews or Greeks, w’ho produced noilnng but what 
wtls hercitical, has been bunit, and shall be again, if 
I can catcli any more of their parchments'^.'" — ‘‘But," 
said M. Pouqucville, the monks were the preserv- 
ers of those very parchments, and it is to their 
care that we are indebted for the finest works of 
antiquity." — “ 1 know nothing about that," growled 
the barbarian ; “ they would have done better to 
mind only carding their wool." Disgusted by such 
brute stupidity, the consul hurried back to his cham- 
ber ; but there he found the pitiles.s kiaya aw^ake, 
who inflicted upon liim tlie monotonous and inter- 
minable narrative of his life. 

The next morning, when it was scarcely daylight, 
they were informed by a courier that the vizier ex- 
pected them at the khan of Mazaraki, to wiiich place 

• The oalojci'a, sjiys M. Pouqueville, have deistro\ed more 
mainiRcripta and momiiocnU of the arts than the harharians who 
doBolated <jJrt‘ecc. If a statue or a basso-relievo wth figures is 
found, the sight of them will pollute the beams of the sun.” 
It is lucky vphen they will content theinsidves with burying them 
Rgjun ; for they oftener make lime of them. It is the same with 
iuscriptioiMi, &c* 
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he had repaired before sun-rise. They immediately 
quitted Jacovo, and, keeping the right bank of the 
Thyamis, tlioy perceived the ruins of Velas, the an- 
cient Photicfe, where statues and architectural remains 
liave been found, wliich prove it to have been a 
flourishing city in the time of the Hellenes. The 
vizier informed the French consul that he had him- 
self seen dug up the head of a human figure, of 
colossal proportions, and, according to his own ex- 
])ression, as big as a bufhilo's. 

In proceeding to join the vizier, the party lost their 
way, and got entangled among tlie marshes, and the 
kiaya and his divan eflimdi were plunged with their 
horses into the quagmires. Tlieir unseemly plight 
furnished AYi wtth a fresh opportunity of exerting his 
sarcastical powers on the unfortunate kiaya. i\tCbr 
a short halt, at Mazaraki, to breakfast, the vizi(‘r gave 
tlie signal for departure : and for this once he took 
his leave without making any ('xactiuiis — a circum- 
stance which might be looked iiy)on as marvellous, 
w’cre it not satisfactorily accounted for by tlie fact of 
the inhabitants of the neighbouring town of Ihigouna 
having all fled to the mountains, on being informed of 
his approach. 

Having deviated from the direct road, to visit the 
picturesque cataract of Glizani, on the Thyamis, M. 
Pouqueville w’as returning to the }>arty when he saw 
a horde of furious barbarians dragging two foreigners 
before the vizier. Ileariilg that they were l^Vanks, 
he made his way on horseback through the crowd ; 
and, as he neared them, the two pri^oncrB, who were 
bound together and almost naked, cried out to him 
that they were Englishmen. The consul made a sign 
to them to remain quiet, and running to the pasha, 
was the first to infonn him what was going on. They 
proved to be two sailors, who had been shipwrecked 
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on the Acroceraunian coast, and had been plundered 
by the Kimariots. An attempt had been made to 
cut off the head of one of them, and the wound was 
still open on his neck. The consul, though his coun- 
try was at war with England, was too humane a man 
not to interest himself warmly for the sufferers, and 
he pleaded their cause with effect. Ali, indeed, could 
hardly be averse from granting a request which was 
in accordance witli his policy as respected England. 
The captiv(‘s were accordingly placed at the disposal 
of M. Pouqueville. He next desir(‘d that they might 
be sup})lied with clothing, and Ali gave directions 
that it should be done. The business was speedily 
and economically accomplished. Accustomed as he 
was to similar scenes, it was not withV)nt surprise that 
IVr. Pouqueville witnessed the Albanian mode of 
clothing the naked. The officer, who was charged 
with this benevolent task, gave a box on the ear to a 
Greek, snatched off his cloak, and threw it over the 
shoulders of one of the sailors ; another operation of 
this kind furnished the second sailor with a garment. 
“ Dealing about his blow^s u])on all who came nigh 
him," says M. Pouqueville, he in a moment found 
slices and caps for these two men, who wxre no less 
astonished than I was, at a scene which proves how* 
difficult it is, when w^e have to do wdtli a tyrant, to 
render a service without inflicting injury on some 
person or other." 

Sucli is the picture of the progress of a Turkish 
viceroy through his territorujs. It is sufficiently re- 
pulsive. Yet those who call to mind how justice was 
often of old administered even in England, and what 
insufferable nuisanc'es w*ere royal progresses, will make 
allowance for the customs of seini-barbarous Albania. 
Bad as the situation of the Albanians was under Ali, 
it can scarcely be considered as much' worse than that 



LIFE OF ALI PASHA. 


205 

of our countrymen, in the times when every feudal 
lord was an irresponsible tyrant, when torture by fire 
or on the rack was in use, when the monarch could 
arbitrarily press into his service musicians, goldsmiths, 
embroiderers, and other artificers, and when, as Burke 
happily expresses it, ‘‘ the royal pui*veyors, sallying 
forth from under the gothic portcullis, to purchase 
provision with power and prerogative, instead of money, 
brought home the plunder of a hundred markets, and 
allthatcould be seized froinaflying and hiding country, 
and deposited their spoil an a hundred caverns, with 
each its keeper,” Idie siune causes, however, which 
operated to remove these evils in western iilurope will, 
no doubt, ultimately remove th(*ni in Turkey, and the 
natives of that country will rise to a higher rank than 
is at present oecii})ied l)y them among civilised natiolis. 
With much that is faulty in their character, there is 
blended much that is wortliy of jjraise • and where virtue 
is not wholly extinct, there is always groinul for hope. 

In his efforts to aggrandist; his dominions Ali was 
no less active tluiu in swelling his hoards by every 
means in his pow<.T. I'o attain possession of the 
(Seven Islands, or at least a part of them, was an 
object of which he nevtT lost night. In the most 
urgent manner, he ])ressed the French consul-general 
to prevail on his governiiunt to furnish liim with 
ofBcei’s, artillerymen, and more (^specially ordnance, 
and militarv storOvS, of which he stood in need. In 
cose of his receiving tlu'se, he engaged to act against 
the Russians witli such vigour, as not only to em- 
barrass them in the islands, but also to prevent 
them from ann(»ying the French in Dalmatia, and 
sending succours to ("attaro. Early in 1807 his wishes 
began to l>e gratified. A detachment of twenty-two 
artillerpnen, under the command of colonel Nicole 
and captain Pouceton, <x)inmenced, on the l4tli 
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of February, their march from Ilagusa across Bosnia 
to the north of Albania. These auxiliaries were fol- 
lowed by an entire com]mny from the kingdom of 
Naples, with several officers, a (‘orvette, a gun-boat, 
and a considerable quantity of military stores. These 
troops, which, on their arrival, were quartered at 
Porto Palermo, Santi Quaranti, Pn'vesa, Missolonghi, 
and Lepanto, were plac(‘d, by his government, under 
the direction of M. Pouqueville. Colonel do Vaudon- 
court, an officer of engineers, wliom marslial Marrnont 
had entrusted with a mission to the beys and pashas 
of Albania, remained in Ali*s dominions to superintend 
the defensive operations. Under his guidance, Ali 
first constructed entrenchments round his capital ; he 
also fortified his seraglio of LitiU’itza,- and raised lines 
arid redoubts at l^rcvesa. 

Ali did not suffer his French auxiliars to remain 
long inactive. Having made l^revesa his grand depot, 
ho resolved to commence his operations by the siege of 
Santa Maura. For this service he ])laced eight thou- 
sand Albanians under the command of his favourite 
general Yusuf. The French officers were willing to 
lend their aid to this enterprise, as, wliatever was the 
result of it, one consequence of it would be to prevent 
the enemy from sending succours to Cattaro, When 
M. Pouqueville arrived ou tlic coast, to inspect the 
artillerymen from Dalmatia, he found the arn)y en- 
camped on the beach of Playa, opposite Santa Maura, 
where tlie channel of the Dioryctos is narrowest. Ou 
the rising ground of Periata, a redoubt had been con- 
structed by the French, facing the hostile forts Alex- 
ander and Constantine ; and a bridge had been thrown 
across the neighbouring stream, to facilitate the com- 
munication with the battery of Teket, whenc'c it was 
proposed to cannonade the citadel of Santa Maura. 
The labourers were also busy in erecting forges and 



LIFE OF ALl PASHA. 



constructing flat-bottomod boats. Colonel Nicob^ and 
captain Ponceton set tlio exani})lc of working to the 
soldiers and Grecian pc'asants placed under tlioir 
orders, while the Albanian soldiers, secure in their 
entrenchments from the Russian hre, are alleged to 
have insulted their new confed(Tates. 


From what he now saw, M. J’ouquevillc was led to 
conclude, tlnat anykind of military amalgamation with 
the Turks is impracticable: this conclusion he drew 
from the contempt and injustice witli which they treated 
the French artillerymen, whose conduct and discipline 
he declares to have been irre]>roaehabIe. Put though 
it must be confessed that Turkish ]>rejudioes are 
strong, it is not improbable that, on this occasion, the 
Albanian soldiefs were partly inilueneed by sus]:)icif^is 
as to the good faitli of their tdiristian companions. M, 
Ponqiieville himself owns, that the sole object of the 
French was inendy to ellect a diversion, by drawing 
the attention of the Russians to tiiis quarbtr, in 
order to hinder them from reinforcing Gattaro: 
and it is not unlikely that this may have produced a 
lukewarmness in their co-operation, whieh could not 
hut be displeasing to Ali> who was (*agcr to become 
master of the Ionian Islands, or at least of Santa 
Maura. 


This desire of acquiring the Islands displayed the 
prudent politician, Pyrrhus, and every ruler of 
Epirus who had understood liis own interests, fiad 
expressed the same? wish. Not that, as many have 
imputed to him, it was the intention of AH to render 
himself an independent sovereign ; his only aim 'W'as 
to establish a large fief ; an undertaking not alto- 
gether novel in the Ottoman empire. The pashas of 
Mosul, the great Turkish beys of Asia Minor, the 
Mamelukes of Egypt, and several agas of Macedonia, 
were already in nei^itary possession either of whole 
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provinces, or of numerous districts. The vizier of 
loaiinina cannot, therefore, be justly charged with 
being actuated by a rebel] ions spirit. So far from it, 
that, in all his relations with the French government, 
he was careful to preserve the interests of the Turkish 
empire. In fact, the successive acquisition of alltlie 
small maritime cantons of Epirus was a work of 
enlightened policy, and one which was highly advan- 
tageous to the interests of Turkey in general. We 
should he guilty of historical partiality, were we to 
view only the evils which these small Christian pro- 
vinces have suffered. As a Mussulman, and as a 
vizier of the Cttoman Porte, AH could not h(‘ (expected 
to be either the prob'ctor of the Christian religion, or 
th<^ ])romot(*r of Europcnin civilisati^Jn. Why, then, 
should not allowances he made in his favour, for the 
princiides in which he was brought up, and the views 
with wliich ho was naturally inspired by his rehitive 
duties to his country and his sovereign ? 

Tliat the subject ought to be regarded in this light, 
wo have the testimony of an able and disinterested 
witness, by no means partial to Ali, but who, having 
been the llritish envoy at Joannina, had the best 
means of eorrectlv estimating his conduct. ‘‘ Ali 
Pasha,” says Lieutenant-colonel Leake, may have 
thwarted the ex(‘cution of all the measures of the 
Porte which tended to reduce his authorit>% and in 
general those which did not originate with himself ; 
he may have transmitted a larger sum to Constanti- 
nople in the shaj^KJ of presents to persons in power, 
than in that of tribute to the imperial treasury ; and, 
in the latter respect, he may never have sent as much 
as satisfied the wisht's of government ; nevertheless it 
is probable that the Porte, during his reign, w’as more 
truly master of Greece than it had ever been before, 
and tliat it derived, upon the whole, as much revenue 
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from the country ; while it is certain, that by lea^Hng 
AH to oppose the armed Greeks to one anotlier, and 
to suppress the spirit of revolt by the inilitiiry stn'ugtli 
of Albania, she most eifectually secured herself against 
the consequences of foreign intrigiu^ among the 
Christian subjects of Kuropt*an I'urkey ; and that the 
concentration of jK>wtT in All’s Imnds was the best 
protwtion whicli the empire could pos8(‘S9 on a fron- 
tier where it w^as endangered by the increase of the 
power of France, not less than the north-eastern side 
was menaced by the encroachments of Jtiissia.'* 

Animated by other passions, and actuatcsl l)y far 
different motives, the othcei’s and agents of the French 
government could not <-onsider Ali in this point of 
view. It was easily to he se('n, therefore, that <no 


great length of tinic w’oiild ela]>se hefort* the vizier 
w'ould he regarded by them as a faithh'ss tyrant, 
ready to sacrifice everything to gratify his own cu - 
pidity and ambition. Aln^ady .M. <!(* Vaudonconrt 
complained that all his plans W'cre counU*ract(Kl by the 


^dzicr’s insatiable avarice. 


But as he had it in his 


instructions to do all that might contrihutc to keep 
the Russians in check, he submitted to tli(‘ ea})ric<is of 
the ptislnv, not, however, without complaining of him 
very bitterly in his ofHcial eorres}K)nd(mee, and <kv 
scribing him in ilic most unfavourable colours. 

Ali, meanwhile, resolved to ojKni a direct cf)mmu- 
nioation with Napoleon, in order to avoid the delay 
and probable misnqmjscntation which might ho caused 
by bis coiTes}>onfling only with tlie French ministers, 
lie accordingly appointed as his envoy a renegade 
Italian, named Mollacli Mehcmci Effendi, who had 
been interpreter to Bonaparte in Egypt, and was now 
the pasha’s secretary. The envoy was instructed to 
obtain a promise that the Ionian Islands, or at least 
Santa Maura and Parga, should be delivered over to 

p 
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AH whenever a peace was made, and to urge, as a 
reason for the cession, that it would be conformable 
to the interests of France, by securing to her a power- 
ful ally in the Mediterranean. The envoy was ad- 
mitted to an interview, at Warsaw, by Napoleon, who 
appears to have put him off with that vague kind of 
language which keeps hope alive, and yet may even- 
tually be construed as he pleases by the person who 
lias used it. Meheinct followed the victorious mon- 
arch to Tilsit, wdiere, at the conftrences for a peace, 
he made another effort to accomplish his masters 
object. But that whicli Napoleon had avoidc^d grant- 
ing while the contest was undecided, he was not dis- 
posed to concede at the moment when his triumph 
W4?.s complete. lie was, in truth, secretly hostile to 
the Turks, though his ambassador at Constantinople 
w^as lavishing in>on them professions of friendship. 
His conduct with respect to an article of the treaty of 
Tilsit affords irrefragable proof of his double-dealing 
in regard to the Porte. By that article, it was stipu- 
lated that the Russians should evacuate Moldavia and 
Wallachia, which they had treacherously seii&ed upon 
without a declaration of war ; but, in conversations 
with Alexander of Russia at Tilsit, tlu* Fn*neh em|Hv 
ror encouraged him to delay withdrawing the Russian 
anny, declared that it was no longer possible to 
tolerate the continuance of the Turks in Europe, and 
talktKl of driving them into Asia. At last, indeed, he 
changed his opinion so far as to say, that they might 
lie allowed to retain Constantinople and some of the 
neighbouring provinces. It was, no doubt, partly 
with a view to evtitual hostilities against Turkey, 
that, by a stnrret article of the treaty of Tilsit, the 
dominion of tho Ionian Islands 'was transferred to 
France. Having secured them for himself, N apoleon, 
of course, was not disposed to rdinquish any part of 
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them to the satrap of Albania^ the more especially as 
it was highly probable that the satrap would soon b« 
enrolled among his enemies. 

was, in fact, not long before he became highly 
exasperated against bis Gallic allies. As soon as the 
treaty of Tilsit was entered upon, the French officers 
and artillerymen refused to act against the Russians, 
and he was, in consequence, ohlig(Kl to desist from the 
siege of 8anta Maura. The paroxysm of rage, into 
which ho was thrown by this event, had scarcely sub- 
sided before it was renewed bv another circumstance. 
Disappointed in his expectations as to Santa Maura, 
he still hoped that he might succeed in obtaining 
Parga. Whon^ therfdore, CV'sar Ih^rthicr was sent 
by Napoleon as governor of Corfu, Ali despatche<iti> 
him two agents, to claim the surrender of the town 
and territory of Corfu, in conformity with the treaty 
of the 25th of March, 1800. I^rthier is said to 
have Ix^en on the point of complying, when he was 
prevented by the representations of the Ionian senate, 
and of deputies who arrived from Parga. If," said 
the deputies, it accords with the interests of tho 
French empire, that tho small surface of land on 
which our country is situaU^d should be given up to 
tho Turks, let, at least, a rock be granted to us, on 
which we may prest^rve our liberty and independence, 
far from the tyrant who has butchered our neighs 
hours and our W‘thren." The pleadingof thostjnate 
and tho deputies prevailed, and the demand of AH 
Pastia was refused. 

It was manifest that he had now nothing to hope, 
and much to fear, from the French ; who were likely 
to prove more formidable neighbours than the Hus^ 
sians could have been. In this emergency, it was 
natural that he should look towards England for su[><- 
pori. He, therefore, sent ^ agent to Malta^ to press 
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the English to attack the Ionian Isles, and Settle their 
differences with the Porte, and he prepared to send an 
envoy to London, to enter into a negociation with the 
British court. In taking these steps, he is said to 
have had the approbation of the Ottoman government. 
At the same time, to lull suspicion asleep, he de- 
spatched (ieorge lanco to Venice, where Napoleon 
then was, to make overtures to the French emperor. 
Napoleon, however, rc^fused to listen to the envoy. 

Take hack your despatches,’* said he, ‘‘ and tell 
your master that I will hear no more about him. I 
know^ how to obtain his punishment from the grand 
signior, if he should dare in future to violate the 
treaties which exist between I'rance and the Ottoman 
P<4rte.” With this brief and bitter message, lanco 
was dismissed. 

The receipt of this defiance was the signal for Ali 
to ex])e<lite his envoy Seid Aehmet to the British 
capital, lie did not imim^diately engage in direct 
hostilities against the French garrisons in the islands, 
but his conduct towards them strongly marked his 
aversion. Having become exceedingly distressed for 
money, the authorities in Corfu sent a <le]>utation to 
him, soliciting a loan. To this application be haughtily 
replied, that the j)asha of loannina was neither a 
bunker nor a merchant. To distress the French still 
more, lie thn^w as many obstacles as possible in the 
way of their procuring supplies of corn, cattle, and 
firewood, from the Continent ; he imposed enormous 
duties on those exports, and required that the money 
should he paid in advance. Ca'sar Berthier was at 
length so irritated, that he detenu ined to compel Ali 
to resign the thrive ex- Venetian towns on the main- 
land ; but he delayed so long, that Ali had time to 
tlirow large garrisons into them, and render the con- 
quest impracticable. 
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A correspondence, which soon became frequent, 
had been opened by Ali with Lord Collingwood, the 
British admiral in the Mediterranean, who was block- 
ading Corfu and the other islands. In his letUTS, 
his lordship laboured to impress on Ali the danger 
which lie had to apprehend from the vicinity of the 
French, and the necessity of stopping their supply of 
provisions from Albania. Ali, on his part, was pro- 
fuse in protestations of good»wilL “ I am persuaded/* 
says he, in one of his letters, “ that it will he most 
agreeable to my government at Constant intiplo to 
renew the good old friendship that subsisted with the 
English, and I feel extremely happy in being placed 
in a situation where I mav render anv service to two 
nations who wet^e once the strictest friends and alljfa. 
I hope that with your excellency’s concurrence, I shall 
ere long effect tlie wish of my heart in the restoration 
of friendship with the illustrious British nation, and 
that the union of the two kingdoms will he confirmed 
for ever. If the machinations of the French he as bad 
as your excellency represents them to bo, the event 
must still depend upon the divine will. In (yod's 
mercy are all our hopes, and frequent are the exam- 
ples which we have of it ; for he has many times left 
our enemies deluded with shame. I hope, however, 
that I shall soon have the pleasure to hear of the tri- 
umphs of the British arms, and that the enemy will 
be destroyed in the midst of his evil projects. As for 
myself, I shall ever be tbe same, at all times and in 
all circumstances. I spoke to Mr. Leake of what I 
thought most necessary at present, and I hope he has 
mentioned it to your excellency. I anxiously wish 
that it may ho put in execution as soon as possible, 
until we can stop the supplies of troops and provi- 
sions from entering the islands. The French ambas- 
sador endeavours, by the^most flattering words, to 
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lessen the vigilance and attention of my government ; 
but all this will have no effect on tlie attachment 
which we bear to the English nation. I beg of your 
excellency to favour me with any news you have ; 
and I should be glad if you would wriUi to me in 
future either in Italian, French, or Greek, as I have 
not a good interpreter for the English language. In 
the name of God I wish you liealth, happiness, and 
the accomplishment of all your desires. Your sin- 
cere and true friend, The Yizieh, A.li Pasha." 

In conse^iuence of this corre8]:>ondence, an English 
agent was sent to have a conference with Ali. The 
Pasha was tlien residing atPrevesa. The mode which 
lie adopted to prevent the interview from being known 
to the French consul is characteristic of the man. 
Having invited M. Pouqueville to a rural festival 
near Vonitza, on the gulf of Arta, he suddenly left 
his guest in the midst of the amusements, crossed tlu? 
gulf in a swift-sailing boat, mounted a horse which 
was in readiness, and galloped over the plain to the 
spot where our envoy was waiting for him. The 
meeting took place at midnight, among the ruins of 
Nicopolis, and it was in that desolate scene that the 
future plan of operations was concerted by the 
British representative and the satrap of Albania. 
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CHAPTER IX. 

Revolt in Thc$#alv — Charactera of the rianners of the RevtJt--* 

« 

Proceedings an I Death of llbcavat — All iu danjiter from Muata* 
|>ha Baimctar — Artful TiCtter of Ali to I^ord Collingwood — He 
exerts himself to hrin^» about a i>eaco l)etween Oreat Britain and 
Turkey — Ali attacks the Pasha of Berat — Conquest of BeraU... 
Doiihlc'dealmg of Ali — He sub<lues the Kimariots — He evatlcs 
afi Order to join llie Tuikish Army — Characters of his Sons, 
Mouctar and Veli — Ali threatened with an Attju’k by the French 
— He makes Ibrahim Pasha Ih'isoner, and defeats a Confederacy 
against himself — He takes Argyro Castro — Hy|M)entieal Spee.idi of 
All — His horrible Revenge on the (Jardikiots — Mustajdia Pasha 
starved to Death — Yusuf the Dervisc — Art of All — Demetrius 
Palcopoulo. 

About the period when Ali was carrying on an 
active corresptindenee with tiie Britisli admiral in«the 
Adriatic, a revolt broke out in Th<*88aly, which w’ore 
at first a formidable appiarance. The jdan of it seems 
to have been concertt^d long before by three remark- 
able individuals ; though, ultimately, the attempt to 
carry it into execution devolved upon a single leader. 
One of these persons was Demetrio l^aleopoulo, who, 
as we have already stated, was driven by Ali from the 
intendtHl scene of action before the scheme was ma- 
tured. The second was Niko-Tzaras, a Thessalian, 
bornat Alassona. His ancestors had all been klephtes, 
and his father was a captain of Annatoles. lie re- 
ceived a good education ; but, wdth his father, was 
driven by the treachery of the Turks to seek an asy- 
lum in the mountains, and resume the klephtic pro- 
ff^ssion. On the death of the oldiT Tzivraa, who was 
killed in a skirmish, Niko took the command of the 
band, and distinguished himself by his activity and 
valour. At length he concluded a treaty with Ali, 
retired into private life, ami married. It is probable 
that he would* have continued to exist in privacy, had 
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he not been provoked to take up anna by the perfidy 
of Ali, who employed assassins to way-lay him. In 
1804 or 1805, in consequence, it is supposed, of his 
having entered into the Russian project of producing 
an insurrection in Greece, he undertook, with tliree 
hundred men, an expedition into Macedon, intending, 
it is said, to pass mount Rhodope, and join Prince 
Ilypsilanti in Wallachia. The Turks were aware of 
his purpose, and, near the bridge of Pravi, on the 
Karasou, they surrounded him with three thousand 
men. Taking post on a lieight, he defended himself 
for three da 3 "s against numerous attacks, though he 
had neither water nor provisions. On the third evening, 
liis men having no longer any cartridges, he led them 
to the charge, broke through and disperstxl the en- 
circling enemy, forced the passage of the bridge, which 
was closed with iron chains, and took possession of 
Pravi, where they halted, and refreshed themselves. 
As the march towards Wallachia was now become 
impossible, Tzaras led his gallant band back to Thes- 
saly, and reached his native mountains in safety. He 
then turned pirate, and soon became dreaded by the 
Turks; but, in 1806 or 1807, as he was going on 
board his vessel, be was mortally wounded by an Al- 
banian,, who fired at him from behind a tree. Tzaras 
was remarkable for manly beauty, and almost preter- 
natural agility^ and strength ; his men thought nothing 
impossible which he undertook ; and the Albanians 
held him in such su{)erstitious terror that they deemed 
him invulnerable. His death, and the absence of 
Paleopoulo, were circumstances which threw omi- 
nous conjecture on the wliole succt^ss of the Thessa- 
lian insurrection. 

The third leader, Euthemos Blacavos, or as he was 
usually called, Papas Euthemos, was brought up to 
the church ; but, when his father died, he quitted the 
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altar, and girded on the sword. His main object, 
however, was not plunder ; it was the liberation of 
Greece. To him is attributed the first proposal for 
eflPccting a rising in Thessaly. There is no proof that he 
took any part in the Russian project ; nor, indeed, 
does he appear to have been desirous of Russian aid 
in his own. As it was tliought imprudent to attempt 
a general revolution at present, it was resolved, by the 
three chiefs, that their early efforts should be confined 
to overthrowing AH, and establishing a Greek govern- 
ment in the province's over which he ruled. For the 
destruction of the vixicr, they knew that they might 
calculate upon the co-operation of a multitude of 
Turkish agas ; and, if that were accomplished, they 
might hope to succeed in rousing to arms the remain- 
der of Greece. 

Notwithstanding the loss of Tzaras and Paloopoulo, 
Blacavas determined to persevere. A day was fixed 
for the chiefs to meet in the Thessalian part of Pindus, 
whence they were to descend with all tlieir force into 
Lower Thessaly, rouse the natives to arms, and then 
direct their march on loannina. As a preliminary 
step, Blacavas resolved to seize upon Kastri, a fiost 
which is the key of the defiles leading into Macedon 
and Epirus, llis brothers Theodore and Demetrius, 
with about three hundred men, were accordingly de- 
spatched to secure it. The town was taken ; but, before 
the brothers could put it in a state of defence, they were 
surrounded by four thousand Albanians, at the head of 
whom was Mouctar Pasha. The plan of the insurrec- 
tion had been betrayed to AH, by a traitor named 
Deli Ghianni ; and, ore the chiefs could draw together 
their followers, the vizier Iiad made arrangements to 
frustrate their design. Demetrius and Theodore fought 
with the utmost valour, and were nobly seconded by 
their troops ; but numbers prevailed, and the whole 
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of the Greeks perished. Blacavas, with five hundred 
men, still kept the field, and was aided by a few other 
chiefs. He could, however, effect nothing, and his situ- 
ation grew daily more desperate. The chiefs were de- 
tached from him by the gold of Ali, and the exhorta- 
tions of Gabriel, the archbishop of Larissa, dissuaded 
the Thessalians from joining the standard of revolt, 
Blacavas was, therefore, compelled to fly. It is uncer- 
tain whether, as some say, he was dedivered up by the 
Capudan Pasha, to whom he fled, or whether he volun- 
tarily surrendered, on a promise that his life should be 
span^d. His fate is not doubtful. He was fruitlessly 
tortured at loannina, in the hope of drawing confes- 
sions from him, and was then cut alive into pieces by 
the public executioner. » 

•The danger which had threatened Ali from this 
insurrection was trifling compared with another peril 
to which he w^as soon after exposed. He was believed, 
and not without an appearance of reason, to have had 
a share in fomenting the insurrection of the janissa- 
ries relative to the Nizam Djedid, and in the subse- 
quent intrigues which le<i to the dejwsition of Sultan 
^lim. Mustapha Bairactar, the paslia of Rudschuk, 
was now at the head of a powerful army, to restore 
his dethroned sovereign, and to punish the rebtds. 
Ali was, of course, one of the ohjtxits of his hatred. 
In vain did the pasha of loannina endeavour to con- 
ciliate this formidable foe. Go back to Ali Tepe- 
len,’" said Mustapha to one of the pasha s messengers, 
“ tell him that 1 have prolonged the truce with the 
Kussians, and that you saw me setting off to Con- 
stantinople to restore order. Henceforth, I will liave 
nothing more to do with that traitor than what is 
necessary to deprive him and his criminal race of 
their heads. Let luin know that, should I fall in the 
enterprise which I have undertaken, I have bequeathed 
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the care of taking vengeance for me to my lieutenant 
Kurschid Pasha. I give you your life, you may 
be gone.” 

^ Ali is said to have been alarmed beyond measure 
by these threats, to have meditated flight to his 
native place, and to have sought, but in vain, the 
intercession of the French consul at loannina, to 
procure for him the good oflices of Napoleon’s am- 
bassador at the Ottoman capital. The entrana^ of 
Mustapha into Constantinople, and his appointment 
as grand vizier, must have addtul to the fears of the 
satrap. Ali, however, was not a man to sink without 
a struggle. He appears to have intrigued strenuously 
at the Turkish metropolis, and he sought support from 
the British admfral in the Adriatic. In one of his 
letbirs to l^rd (.V)llingwood he thus expresses himseli : 

Your great judgment and profound knowledge of 
our affairs make me hope tliat you will not imagine 
what has been done by Mustapha Pasha is agreeable 
to the will of the nation, or of its principal members. 
Among the rest, Ismael, bey of St^rres, wdio thinks as 
I do, will set off’ in a few* days, at the head of a strong 
force, to Adrianople, for the purpose of being present 
at what may take place. Many events will happen, and 
much blood be spilt, before the management of affairs 
w'ill be left to Mustapha Pasha, who has been insti- 
gated to these acts by the insidious arts of our enemy. 
It is true that he at present holds the seals, but it is 
only by violence, and I make no doubt that affairs 
will soon assume a more pleasing aspect. For this 
reason it is necessaiy^that there should be in my neigh- 
bourhood a sufBcient naval force, of which the senior 
ofl^er should receive full powers to concert and co- 
operate with me in all that is necessary. Year excel- 
lency is well aware that mankind at present seem 
unhappily uiged on by the desire to subvert and 
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desolate. I have proposed to yoirr govemnient to 
provide against such disposition and its necessary 
effects ; hut it is beyond my ability alone, and I can- 
not counteract them unless support be afforded m#. 
Your government, wincli makes daily so many sacri- 
fices, and sends, as we bear, ships and money to the 
Baltic, should not be disheartened. If it could do 
the same in this quarter, it would he better served 
than it may expect, and an opportunity would be 
afforded me of demonstrating with honour my anxious 
zeal and inclination towards it. Whatever may bo 
the event of affairs in the capital, it is evident that I 
shall be the object of persecution; and as I have 
dedicated myself entirely to your nation, I hope that 
it^will feel a pride in protecting me, and assisting me 
in such a manner as may enable me to defend my 
person and proptTty, and accomplish those services 
which I feel the greatest inclination to render.” 

It is manifest, from this letter, that Ali had made 
up his mind to venture upon a contc’st with Mustapha 
Bairactar, and even, if it must he so, with the sultan, 
providwl he could procure the support of Great 
Britain. His courage, however, was not put to the 

B roof. The insurreertion at Constantinople, in which 
airactar fell, relieved Ali from the danger which 
threatened him. The new sultan, Mahmoud, con- 
firmed him and liis family in all their charges and 
dignities, and revoked the commission of Ruinili-vali- 
see, which had bet'n given to Kurschid, the friend of 
Bairactar. A present of two thousand purses, from 
the vizier of loannina, is said to have influenced the 
sultan. Tlie gold bad doubtless its weight; but, 
whatever might be the real opinion and intention of 
the monarch, with respect to Ali, he was at present 
surrounded by too many difficulties to think of en- 
gaging in bo^iUties against his powerful vassal. 



L1FJ3 OF ALT PASHA. 


22] 

Ali now renewed his exertions to bring about 
a peace between Turkey and (Jreat Britain. Mr. 
Adair, the British minister, had been on the point of 
quitting Constantinople in despair of success, but had 
been earnestly dissuaded from it by the vizier of loan- 
nina. Early in 1 809, the negociation was cuudueted 
to a prosperous dost;. As soon as it was completed, 
Ali despatched an envoy to England, to represent the 
serviccjs w’hich he had rendex’cd. For those services 
ho had already tried to obtain payment, by procuring 
a promise from Mr..Adair, to aid him in getting pos- 
session of Parga ; but the British ambassador had re- 
fused to consent to that city being dtdivered up to 
him. As, however, Ali had undoubtedly b(X‘n useful, 
the British cal)tn(‘t revvarded him, by a present of 
several hundnd (’ongrt've rockets and a fine train^>f 
artillery. Major Leake was sent over with the gift, 
to teach tiie Albanian troops tiie management of it, 
and to act as English resident. In return, the vizier 
opened his ports to our cruiRcrs and merchants, and 
furnished sup})Iies for the navy, and for the armies 
in Spain and Portugal. 

Being once nmre firmly fixed in the seat of govern- 
ment, xVli resumed his projects of ambition. IJe had 
for many years cast a longing eye uj>on the territory 
occupied by Ibrahim, pasha of Bt^rat, the fatlier-in- 
law of Mouctar and ^^di, and a favourable opportu- 
nity for gratifying his longing was now thrown in 
his way by the folly of Ibrahim. Cn the ground 
that the Divan had abandoned him to an enemy who 
was sold to the British ministry, the pasha of Berat 
vnrote to the F rench government, desiring to be taken 
under its protection, and ofiering to it the exclusive 
commerce of the port of Aviona, and the admission 
of some French artillerymen into the fortress. This 
was indubitably an act of treason towards the sult^, 



222 LtFB OF ALI PAfiHA. 

as well as of decided hostility against the vizier of 
loannina, who had every reason to believe that if 
France obtained a footing at Avlona his dominions 
would not long be safe. 

To have disclosed to the Divan the misconduct of 
Ibrahim, would have been the proper mode of pro* 
ceeding for Ali to adopt; but that would not answer 
his purpose, as the Turkish government might per- 
haps merely re[>lace the offending paslia by another 
person, and thus the vizier of loannina would derive 
no bt'nefft from the downfall of I!)rahim. By making 
war on him himself lie should become master of the 
pashalik of Berat, and he, therefore, resolved to at- 
tack him. The general to whom he committed the 
enterprise, w^as Omer Bey Vrioui. Hi is individual 
was a personal enemy of Ibrahim, wlio had banished 
him from BcTat and confiscated his property. Omer 
went to Egypt, where he distinguished himself against 
the English during the invasion in 1807, and he had 
recently returned from the country, with an enormous 
fortune, and a high reputation for valour. 

The character which he had acquired was w^ell sus- 
tained on this occasion by Omer. The citadel of Berat 
stands upon a lofty and partly ])reci[)itous eminence on 
tlie right bank of tlje Apsus, and overlooks the city. 
Its reduction, had it been well d(*fended, must have 
been a w’ork of time and difficulty. But Omer plied 
the siege so vigon)U8ly, and the bombardment and the 
Congreve rockets inspired the gan’ison wdth so much 
terror, that in a short time the fortress capitulated, 
Ibraium Pasha was allowed to retire to Avlona, on 
condition of giving his only son as a hostage. The 
feeble defence made by the castle of Berat, M. Pou- 

J ueville, rather ludicrously, ascribes to the poverty of 
brahim, which prevented him from raising a auffi- 
ckmt garrison. It is, bowev^, not easy to t^efve the 
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poTcrty of any pasha, much less of one who had for 
many years nil^ a rich and exti^nsive pashalik. The 
assertion of M. Pouqiieville is rendered the more 
absurd, by his telling us, in the very next page, that 
All employed the treasures of Ibrahim to bribe the 
Divan, and by that means obtaine‘d pardon for his 
unauthorised attack upon lltTat, The government of 
the conquered pashalik was conferriHi upon Mouctar, 
though, as a murk of respect for his age and past 
servici'8, the title of Vizier was ])rc8erved to Ibrahim. 

The conquest of Herat being accoiu] dished, Ali 
passed rapidly to the sonthem part of his dominions. 
The 1 British troops, under (General Oswald, were 
besieging Santa Maura ; and, trusting that he shotihl 
find an occasion lo iuterlere, the vizier ( iiearnped with 
a large force oppe^site to tlie island. lie w^as ardently 
dt^sirous of poss<‘ssing Santa Manra, and, as the En- 
glish gave him no hopes, he, with his worib d contempt 
of honour, began to make overtures to the French. 
During the siege, he secretly introduced Baudrand, 
a French colonel of enginwrs, into the fortn ss, while 
he himself was entertaining General Oswald, and Mr. 
Fort'sti, the English resident, at supper, and cajoling 
them w'ith proicssions of inviolable fidelity, IJealso 
assisted M. Pouqueville in getting provisions and sig- 
nals into the [dace, and is even 8ai<l to have offered, if 
the governor would evacuate the citadel, t(> take p08» 
session of it himself, and then make common cause 
with the French against the l>(*siegcr8. 8o secret, 
however, did he keep his intrigues, that, on the sur- 
render of the citadel, he received the thanks of the 
liritish gentTal, for having contributi^ to the succc^ss- 
ful result of the enterpnse. lie now repeaU^ his 
solicitations to obtain the cession of the island. They 
were pressed in vain ; and he then asked permission to 
build barracks on the coast |or his soldiers, which was 
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granted. Instead of barracks, he constructed two 
forts, which commanded not onlv the channel between 
the continent and the island, but even the citadel of 
Santa Maura. 

Foiled in hia expectations at Santa Maura, Ali 
found consolation in the triumph which ho elsewhere 
obtained. Tlie Kimariots had long struggled against 
him with courage and good fortune. So recently as the 
latter end of 1807, they had defeated a sudden attack 
which ho made upon them, and caused him a loss of 
1500 men. Since then he had been active in his efforts 
to disunite and weaken them, and ho had succeeded. Be- 
lieving them to Ixj sufficiently enfeebled, he now marched 
his forces against them, and, by dint of bribery as well 
as arms, lie at last crushed them. Their principal vil- 
lage, called Vouno, was betrayed to him by four 
brothers, of the name of Casnezzi. The bravest of the 
Kimariots still held out, and fought sword in hand, 
with scarcely any pause, for thrci^ days after they had 
expended their ammunition ; the major part of them 
were slain, the remainder submitted, and gave hostages 
for their future obedience. Pronio Aga of Parainithia, 
and llassau Zapari of .Margariti, were the next vic- 
tims ; they ca})itulated, and, in violation of the treaty, 
were consigned to a dungeon at loannina. 

Ali was now summoned to take the field with his 
forces, and join the grand vizier at Schumla. It has 
been surmised that, in giving these orders, the sultan 
was moved by a desire to draw him to a distance from 
his friends and resources, that be might safely destroy 
him. The piisha himstdf evidently suspected some 
such design, and detenuined not to throw himself in 
the way of danger. A positive refusal to ol>ey would, 
however, have bc^en nearly as dangerous ; and, there- 
fore, he had recourse to stratagem. He immediately 
retook the road to his caj^ntal, causing himself ^ to 
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tarried in a litter, as though dang(*rously ill ; he wrote 
in the most submissive terms to the Divan, lavishing 
professionsof attaclinu*nt upon the Sultan, and lament- 
ing that Ins heavy infirmities kept him from wielding 
thv" sword fi)r his master ; lie wc^re gn*en spectacles 
(ji neeount of the hlindncss witli whieli hcatVected to 
be tliH'atened ; 1 h‘ nt ver appeart d in ]>ublic without 
beiiii!: Kiirroniided bv a tbronfj: of idivsicians : and he 
backed all this by v^ bat was of greater weight, by mag- 
nifieciit jueseiits, and still moi'e niiignificent prouiises, 
to the Ottoman ministers. I'he trick succeeded, and 
lie was allowtal U) send bis sons Mouctar and Veli as 
bis siibstitiitf's. 

I’lie brothers departed with a reluetanee which 
seems to have extdted the bile of their fatlutr. 
eox'ombs are set oil,’' said be, sltortly after, to the 
French consul ; ‘‘ im fort unate Ali 1 thou hast hatched 
notliing I lit bens ! " It is U) be regretted, for the sake 
of huniniiity, that his brood did not posst'S.s the inno- 
cenc(‘ of the bird to w hich be sarcastically likeiud 
them. 

Idle two eld(^st ofspringM»f ^\li have been variously 
described. M . de Ahiudoncourt represents IVlouetar as 
possessing ]>erM)n;d eoiinige, ]>robity, and generosity, 
being a friend to the arts and scienees, ])lHin in dress, 
temperate, nnsuhjsctinp^, and punctually fulfilling bis 
engagements. Tlie Greeks," says be, ‘-‘love and 
esU^jm him, and thi reverence of the Albatiians for 
liim knows no bounds." A far diilerent pi' tun of 
him is given by Mr. Hughes. ‘‘He bad," says ^ir* 
Hughes, “ not one virtue to recommend him Imt bis 
martial courage, nor had he made any ju rgress during 
bis residence in Albania to secure the aliections of 
any class of bis father’s subj< ctH, ( xcept |Kjrhaps a 
portion of the Albanian soldiery, Drutal ferocity, 
degrading sensuality, and monstrous perfidy, 
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the leading features of Ins character ; he was consi- 
dered to be forgetful of favours and a deserter of his 
friends, without any portion of that political talent 
which might have enabled him to retain dominion, 
if fortune had put it into his hands.'' When we call 
to mind the decorations of Mouctar s palace, and the 
violence of ins passions*, we shall be tempted to 
believe, that the dark portrait drawn by Mr. Hughes 
is the true likeness. 

Of Vuli, M. de A^audoncourt says, he “in many 
respects resembles his father. Like him he is covet- 
ous, ambitious, false, and distrustful. He is rapacious, 
and does not perform what he promises. lie is often 
in want of money, but does not find people inclined to 
lend, as his brother does. lie is a lover of magniii- 
cence and show ; dress and fumituro are important 
concerns with liim ; and his effeininati^ and dissolute 
way of life is very expensive. By his extravagance 
he has deeply involv<*d himself in debt. Those wdio 
serve him are paid ill, or not at all." In some of the 
ligliter parts of the censure 1>est()wed on Veil, Mr. 
Hughes concurs ; but his general character of liim is 
more favourable. “ lie was," savs he, “ considered 
the most accomplished gentleman iu the Turkish 
dominions ; and though a strong bigot to the Maho- 
metan faith, had a dwided taste for the habits, arts, 
and luxuries of civilised Kuroj)e. 1 )issipateil to excess, 
he was g(*nerous in his prodigality, though the in- 
dulgence of Ills inordinate passions often urged him 
on to acts of the most rapatuous injustice. He had 
a fine person, set off by the most engaging manners, 
with much natural sagacity and good sense : nor was 
he devoid of courage, or uninfluenced by the love of 
military glory. In his political career he had devoted 
himself constantly to the interests of his lawful 

Sec ppk ^ and 150. 
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sovereign, and probably there did not exist a more 
attached and faithful subject of the Porte/' His 
comparative humanity seems to be proved by the fact 
that, during his govcminent of the Morea, the num* 
her of executions was imich smaller than at any pre- 
ceding period. Ilis taste is shown by his having 
onco turned aside, wdiieh no Turk ever did before, to 
visit the ruins of Athens. On tliat occasion, ho 
pitched his ttaits beyond the walls, and reqtu*8ted that 
he might be considen'd us MUordos come to 

examine the curiosities of the ]daee. 

Having been frustrated in liis purpose of dra wing 
Ali to 8ehunila, tlie sultan, wlio hated him as one of 
tliose who caused tlu^ dethronement and death of 
Selirn, and felt t1 uit the same arts might be emplojjed 
against his own authority and life, is said to have 
given his sanction to a ]>lan which could hardly have 
failed to prove the destruetion of the satrap. It was 
arranged that a force from (N)rfiu aided by a large 
cor|>s, under Marniont, from Dalmatia, should atta^ 
the pasha in the Iieart of his territory, Tlu* project 
was rindered abortive, in the first instance, by the 
troops being called off to stop tlio progn^ss of the 
British in fSpain ; and, though the French would have 
subsequently made the attempt from Corfu alone, 
they were so close ly 'watched ]>y our squadron that it 
was impossible for them to aecomplisb their design. 

As lie could not yet overthrow Ali, the sultan took 
measures to diminish his power. Knrchid J^asba 
w'as again appointed Ruraili-valisee, and was ordered 
to rt'side at Monastir, doubtless that lie might be at 
hand to watch the pniceedings of the vizier. By this 
step Cisaxian Ma<’edonia w;is 'withdrawn from the 
domain of Ali. At the same time Veli was transferred 
from the pashalik of the Morea to that of Thessaly, 
which 'Was taken from his father. The known loyalty 
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of Veil offered a security for the allegiance of Thes- 
saly, and it was hoped that his nomination to this 
govennnent would excite the jealousy and anger of 
Ali, and alienate him from his son. 

Thus curtailed on one side, Ali sought to indemnify 
himself on another. The first victim was Ibrahim 
Pasha, wiiom Ali suspected, or pretended to suspect, 
of having bad a hand in the recent hostile manifesta- 
tions against him. Il)rahim was closely besieged in 
Avlona, while, to prevent the introduction of supplies 
from the French, the port was blockaded by two 
English frigates. The beys of the ))lace vrere also 
iuciteil to revolt by the vizier ; and the unfortunate 
paslia w'as, in consequence, under the necessity of 
in disguise, with a few of l)i8 followers, to the 
mountains of Liapuria. There, with his wife, he was 
ht'trayed to Ids eir iny. Far from simwing him the 
attentions due to his rank and relationshi]), Ali, after 
liaving imprisoned him for tw’elve months at Konitza, 
at h'ligth tore him from the arms of liis wife, and 
throw him into a dungeon at loannina, where he Ian- 
guislu‘d for years, exposi*d to daily insult. 

In the hope of clu^cking their deadly foe, a league 
w^as now fonned by the ])asha of l)elvin(» and the 
cliii'fs of Liapuria, Argv'ro Castro, and Gardiki. It 
was almost instantly (lissolved, by the defeat of their 
forces, in a battle which took ])lace near Delvino. 
Ali entercM.! Delvino, and mad<^ prisoners twM> sons of 
Mustapha, w’ho had fled to Gardiki. These he con- 
signed to solitary confinement at loannina ; two 
others esca])CMl to Corfu, where they were soon after 
assassinated by one of his emissjiries. The victory 
obtaineii by Ali product'd the submission of many of 
the beys and J^as of the surrounding countr)% and 
made hiiu an object of terror and feigned respect to 
the pashas of Upi)er Albania. One act of bis, un- 
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grateful tliough it l>e, we may view witli'satisfaction* 
After having for a while flattered and caressed the 
beys of Aviona, who betrayed Ibraliiin, he threw 
them into prison, and confiscated their property, to 
the amount of more than seven hundred thousand 
pounds, 

AH next ttirned liis arms against the large city of 
Arg^j’To Castro, which is situated in tlie valley of the 
Dnno, betw(H n TejK'len and loannina. It is built 
on unequal rocky acclivities, intiTsccted by <U?ep 
chasms, and contains a population of about fifteen 
tliousand souls. At the time when Ali marelied 
against it, Argyro (bistro was the ])rincipal d6p6tfor 
internal trade. From its ]K)sition, and the bravery of 
its inhabitants, il had always h(H.‘ii looked upon 
Albania as im])rt*onabl(‘. But, on this occasion, it 
did not sustain its ancient reputation. The citizens 
were intimidated hy th(‘ novel instruments of warfare, 
battering cannon, howitzers, and rockets, which Ali 
employ(Hl against them ; and were also appreheiiHivo 
for the safety of numbers of tlnur countrymen, traveF 
ling merchants, who had het*n seiz<‘d by the vizier. 
They surrendered, tlierefore, before the besiegers had 
made any further progress than <iestroying some 
mills and a<jut*ducts. A» soon as he was ])ut in j)os- 
scssion of the place, Ali began the construction <^f a 
strong fortress, to contain subterranean magaziiu's, 
barracks for five thousand tro(>j)s, a seraglio, and 
mosque. 

There was now only one city to he subdued, and 
against that he had a long-hoarded store of vengeance 
to pour forth. This city was (iardiki, by some of 
the inhabitants of which his mother and sister had 
many years before hec*n outraged in the most brutal 
manner. It was situaitd on a conical hill, encircled 
by fine mountain scenery, in one of the lateral vales 
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which join the valley of the Drino, and its population 
was wholly Mahometan. It formed a sort of repub- 
lic. A representative was sent to the council by 
each family, and out of the wliole number, thirteen 
were chosen, and intrusted, for one year, with all the 
powers of government. In cases of capital condem- 
nation, it was necessary that eight of them should 
concur in the sentence. The bearing of arms within 
tho city walls was forbidden, and a murderer was 
punished with d(;ath, and with the forfeiture of all 
his property to the family of his victim. 

Gardiki was rendered strong by its advantageous 
site, the construction of its houses, which W'ere of 
stone, and loop-holed, and its citadel and other works. 
Tjio citizens could not he ignorant of tho deadly 
hatred which was borne to them by Ali ; and their 
courage and animosity were still further stimulated by 
Mustaplia of Delviiio, and many of the Kimariot 
boys, who had taken refuge in the city. It is said, 
too, that they were eiicourag(*d to resistance by tho 
sultan, who hoped that the failure of Ali in this 
attack would induce the malcontents in various parts 
of Albania to rise in arms against the man whom they 
abhorred. A protracted defence at least, if not a 
successful one, was therefore ex]>octed from the Gar- 
dikiots. 

Aware of the ditBculty of the task, Ali devoted to 
it a fonnidahle anny, under Onier Bey and Yusuf 
Araps, two of his most experienced officers. No 
less than fifteen thousand men are said to have been 
employed on this occasion. The siege, nevertheless, 
proceeded but slowly ; cither from the stubborn oppo- 
sition made by the citizens, or, as some have supposed, 
from the reluctance of the vizier s generals to storm 
the town, and put their brother Mussulmans to the 
sword* A month havii?g elapsed, Ali, impatient of 

9 
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the delay, despatched Athanasi V aia, with a large body 
of Gnx^ks and Albanians, and ordered him to act 
j)romptly with all the other Greeks of the army. On 
his arrival, Vaia, without informing the T\irkish geno 
rals of his design, ])roceeded to put his orders into 
execution. At the head of the Greeks, he first car- 
ried by assault a large farm, near the foot of the hill, 
which was occupied by the garrison as an out-post. 
He then l(*d them against the town, and succeeded in 
making hiin8t‘lf master of it. Accounts difler as to 
the mode by which he accomplished liis ])urpose. It 
is alfinned by some that he stormed thcj city, and that 
it was given uj) to all the horrors attendant u})()n such 
an event ; hut M. Poiujueville, who was then at 
loannina, affirms tliat a favourable capitulation was 
granted, and he gives the terms of it. The balftnco 
(if evidence seems to he on his side. Both statements 
may, hoNvever, I)e reconciled. It is not improbable 
that Vaia may have pushed his first advantage so far 
as to gain a ])orti(m of the works, or even of the city; 
and have thought it prudent to grant terms, when 
he found that tiie remainder could not he reduced 
without delay and loss. 

By the treaty it was agreed, that Mustapha Pasha, 
Dtmir Dost, the govenior of Gardiki, and nearly 
eighty beys and agas, ‘^sliould procetrl freely to 
loannina, where they should be received and treated 
with all the honour due to tin ir rank, and that their 
property and fannlies should be rcJsjiected/' When 
they reached loannina, the arch -deceiver Ali seemed 
to go even beyond the stipulations of the treaty in his 
reception of tliem. Each had his particular quarters 
assigned to him in the castle of the lake, and was per- 
mitted to retain his arms, accustomed gtiard, and do- 
mestics, the latter of whom were complimented by 
Ali for their fidelity. In the course of a few days, 
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however, an attempt was made to assassinate them. 
It failed ; but they were finally deprived of their 
arms, and were then sent prisoners to the monastery 
of Sotiras, under pretence that they had attempted to 
escape. 

AU now announced his intention of visiting Gardiki, 
for the purpose, as he said, of establishing order in 
that town, instituting a court of justice, and fonning a 
police for the protection of tljc inhabitants. The 
19th of March, IB 12, was the <lay fixed upon for his 
departure. On that day the French consul was ad- 
mitted to an audience. For the lanouaee of the vizier 

O O 

in this interview we seek in vain to find a rational 
motive, lie was seated on tlie edge of his sofa, lean- 
ing upon a battle-axe, and seemingly kbsorln'd in me- 
lan?lioly thought. Recovering from his fit of abstrac- 
tion, ho looked earnestly at M. Pouqueville, and made 
a sign for his ministers to withdraw. Then, taking 
the hand of the consul, and raising to heaven his (‘yes, 
which were sufiused with tears, he exclaimed, It is 
you, then, iny son ! Destiny is fulfilled ; notwith- 
standing th(nr late attempt to escape, my enemies 
have not been able to exhaust my patience : they are 
in my power, but I will not use it to dc^stroy them. 
Believe me, my dear consul ; forgt^t your prejudices 
against me. I will not again ask you to esteem me; 
I will forct? you to do so, by following a system the 
reverse of that which I have hitherto pursued. My 
career is accomplished, and I will crown my labonrs 
by showintr that, if I have been terrible and severe, I 
also know how to respect justice and humanity. Alas ! 
my son, the past is out of my |K)wer ; I have shed so 
much blood that its wave pursues me, and I dare not 
look behind,*' After a pause he continued — I de- 
sired fortune, and she has been proiligal of her gifts ; 
I wished for palaces, a court, magnificence, and 
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preraacy, and I have obtained them all. Comparing 
my father's hut with this palace, adorned with gold, 
arms, and precious carpets, I ought to be supremely 
happy. My grandeur dazzles the vulgar; all these 
Albanians, prostrate at my feet, envy the fortunate 
Ali Tepeleui ; but if you knew what all this pomp 
costs me, I should have your commiseration. I show 
myself nake<i to you ; pity me. lielations, friends, I 
have sacrificed all to my ambition. I have stifled 
even the voice of nature. I am surrounded by those 
whose families 1 have dcstroved. Ilut enoimh of 
these mournful recollections! IMy enemies are in my 
power, and 1 will vonquisn them by benefits, (lardiki 
shall iKK’ome the flower of Albania, and \rgyro 
Castro the retft‘at of my ohl age.'* After having 
emj)hatically reverted to his eag(‘r wish for Parga, he 
clost^d the conference^ by reque sting that the consul 
would write to the French ambassador, to communi- 
cate what he had now heard, as his enemies would 
not fail to slander him at Constantinople. 

With what view was this singular confession made 
by the vizier of loannina ? Had reinoise really 
touciied his bosom, and inspired him with a resolution 
to tread no longer the path of blood ? If it were so, 
the feeling was but transient. The seed fell upon 
stony ground, and the produce s(K>n w ithered away. 
It is not improbable tliat, to the performance of the 
horrible deed which we are about to relate, his ma- 
lignant passions were roused by a letter from his 
fiendish sister Shainitza, who w as become more fero- 
cious than ever, since the death of Aden Jk% hep 
favourite sou. ^‘Neither the title of Vizier, nor the 
name of bn>ther, will I allow thee, if thou dost not 
keep the oath sworn to our mother over her lifeless 
corpse. If thou art, indeed, Khamco's son, thou 
oughtest to destroy Gardiki, extennbate its inha- 
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bitants, and deliver up its females to me, to dispose 
of as I choose. It is only on mattresses stutted with 
their hair that I will henceforth repose. Absolute 
master of the Gardikiots, forget not the outrages we 
suffered from them in the days of our humiliatmg 
captivity. The hour of vengeance is come ; let them 
be swe[)t from the earth.**- 

On his way to Gardiki, the vizier visited his sister, 
who dw^elt at Lihoovo. Since the decease of her eon, 
she had yiehled herself up to sorrow, her palace had 
been hung with sombre dra]>cry, and her attendants 
apparelled in mourning- After the arrival of Alishe 
discarded her grief, dressed her house and females in 
gay colours, aud gave banquets, at which the laugh 
and the song a^ain resounded. The change, the 
mirth, were ominous of woe to the inhabitants of 
Gardiki. 

From Lihoovo Ali proceeded to the fort of Schin- 
driada, which crowns an abrupt eminenct), in the 
valley of the Drino, at some distance from Gardiki. 
From thence he sent a herald, to proclaim a general 
amnesty to the Gardikiots, and to summon the whole 
male population, from the age of tem years, to mecH 
him, that they might hear from his owm lips the 
decree w hich w as to restore them to happiness.'* 

Notwithstanding the honied w ords of the vizier, it 
was not without gloomy forebodings that the inhabit- 
ants obeyed his summons. Many a mournful farewell 
was taken, and, as they moved onw'ard, many a moist- 
ened eye w* as tiinied to the homes which they had quitted. 
The khan of Valiere, situated at the eutranee of their 
territory, was the plaa^ appointed for their meeting 
with Ali, and, on their arrival there, they were sta- 
tioned in the walled court of the building. Thither 
Ali rt^paired, with three thousand of his troops. 
Having first ascertained, by riding round the khan, riiat 
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there was no possibility of his victims escaping, ho 
ordered each individual to be brought st^parately be- 
fore him. Ho minutely inquired their ago, parentage, 
and yu'ofession, and setting aside a few of tliem, he 
directed that they should be conveyed to a place of 
security. To the rest he s})oke with a delusive kind- 
ness which was meant to render disappointment more 
poignant i some, whom he had fornuTly known, he 
reminded of past scenes, of battles, and of the sjjorts 
of youth, lie then remande<l them, about seven hun- 
dred in number, into the court of the khan. 

The signal for slaughter was given by Ali firing off 
a musket, and exclaiming ^^Kill !'* Ibit here he found 
that there was still a limit to his power. The Maho- 
Diotan soldiers threw down their arms, and refused to 
dip their hands in the blood of their brethren. In spite 
of his threats, they j)ersisted in their resolution. Ho 
then turned to the Mirdites, wIk) ar<j of the Latin 
church ; but, though ho offerefl liberal rewards, his 
proposal was met with murmurs of disgust. ‘‘We have 
never feared to face death,’' 8ai<i their leader, “ but we 
will not be degraded into assassins. Restore their arms 
to the Gardikiots ; let them meet us in fair field, and, 
if they are willing to fight us, you shall soon see what 
we arc able to perform in your service.” Foaming with 
rage, and not wholly free from apprehension as to the 
consequences which might arise from this resistance to 
his authority, Ali was doubtful what course to pursue. 
He was extricated from the dilemma by the sanguinary 
Athanasi V^aia, who exclaimed, “ Perish the enemies of 
my lord ; I offer him my arm and then rushed at 
the head of his Greek battalions towards the walls of 
the khan which enclosed his victims. 

The wretched Gardikiots no sooner saw the summit 
of the walls occupied by these murderers, than they 
prepared for their fate. The vizier lifted his battle-axe 
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as a signal, and the massaure'commenced by a general 
discharge of musketry. Long- continued slirieks of 
horror and agony immediately arose from all parts of 
the enclosure. Soldiers placed at the foot of the walls 
handed up loaded muskets to those above ; so that an 
incessant fire was maintained, the report of which was 
mingled with the groans of the dying. Fathers and 
children, age and youth, fell in one indiscriminate car- 
nage. Some, who were but slightly wounded, strove 
to scale the walls, and were despatched by the poniard. 
A few retreated into one of the apartments of the 
khan ; but the GrtHiks set fire to it, and the fugitives 
perished in the flames. At length, after this butchery 
had continued about an hour and a half, the cries 
ceased, and all was silent. The bodies witc then left 
unburied, to decay on the spot; the gateway of the en- 
cloHuix? was walled up ; and over it was ])laeed an in- 
scription, which signifies, ‘‘Thus perish all the enemies 
of All’s house.” On the same day that this catastrophe 
took place, the beys, wdio were in prison at loannina, 
were conveyed to a convent in the island opposite 
]\litzikcli, where they w<‘re all strangled. Every Gar- 
dikiot that could he subseipiently discovered was put 
to death, and hia mangled body sent to swell the heap 
at the khan of Valiere. 

The fate of the unhappy females, who had remained 
at Gardiki, w^as more terrible than that of their mur- 
dered relatives. After having been exposed to all that 
the licentiousness of a brutal soldiery could inflict, 
they >vero dragged before the still more brutal 
Shainitza. Unmoved by their prayers and tears, she 
ordered their veils to be torn away, their persons in- 
decently exposed, and their hair cut off, and stuffed 
into the cushions of her sofa. Then, seating herself 
on the trophy of her vengeance, she issued the follow- 
ing sentence, which was immediately repeated by the 
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public criers. ‘‘ Woe be to whoever shall give food, 
raiment, or shelter, to the wives, daughters, and chil- 
dren of Gardiki, whom I condemn to w^ander through 
the forests, and, W’hen destroyed by famine, to be 
devourt (i by wild beasts.” The hapless beings, thus 
severed from society, were then driven forth, to stray 
among the rocks of Liboovo, exposed to the pangs of 
grief and hunger, and the inelem(‘ncy of the season. 
Many fell a sacrifice, and all must have perished 
had not AH mitigated tlieir sentence — if, indeed, the 
change ean be called a mitigation — by directing that 
they should be sold as slaves into distant regions. 

'I he barbarous work was consummated by razing 
the city to the ground, and strictly prohibiting the 
spot from being^ever again inhabited. Walls, houses, 
t/nnbs. and mosques, were involved in one common 
ruin. A solitary minaret alone was left standing, as 
if meant to show’ that the jdac e was onci‘ the abode of 
man This scene of desolation w as visit('d, about tw’o 
years afterw’ards, by Mr, Hughes, wdio thus forcibly 
describt.’s the feedings which it excit(‘d. “ We entered 
into the mournful skeleton of Gardiki, a pt oph'd city 
made a desert place, wln re no living being disturbed 
the solltinle, but serpents, owds, and liats. A chilling 
kind of sensation, like the fascination of some deadly 
spell, benumbs the senses, and almost stops the nispira- 
tion of him who treads, as it were, u]>or) the } n ostra te 
corpse of a great city, just abandun<‘d hy tlje animatirig 
spirit. The feeling is very diffenait from that which 
he experiences amidst the fin(^ ruins of antiquiG^ whose 
aspect, mellowed nlown by time and unconne cted wdth 
any terrible convulsion, inspires only pleasing melan- 
choly, or animating reflectionH ; but here the frightful 
contrast of a recent dreadful cjverthrow’ appals him ; 
and wdiilt^ the deep silence is broken only by the breez^^ 
sighbg in the ruins, and the funereal cypresses which 
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here and there wave over them, he almost expects to 
meet a spectre at every step.” 

Rctuniing to loannina, AH pursued without remorse 
his care(T of blood. Scarcely was he seated in his 
capital before he sacrificed a new victim. Learning 
that the Porte either had reinstated, or was about to 
rtunstate, Miistapha in the pashalik of Del vino, he re- 
solved to put an effectual stop to the measure. Mus- 
tapha was therefore gradually starved to death in 
prison ; one small piece of bread and a draught of 
water being all that was allowed him daily. There 
was yet another pasha in the vizier s hands, Ibrahim of 
Herat, whom he longed to destroy, but he was pre- 
vented from making an attempt by apprehension of 
thij^ consequences. It seems to have been for the pur- 
pose of discovering how far he might venture, that lie 
resorted to a curious stratagem. All at once, Ibrahim 
disappeared from his apartment ; no tidings of him 
could be obtaiiK'd by his daughters, and it w’as of 
course supposed tliat he had been st*cretly murdered. 
As Ali was silent on the subject, the death of Ibnihim 
was btdieved and lamented by ail the inhabitants of 
loaimina. 

There was then residing at loannina a dervist^, 
named Yusuf, who w as an object of universal admira- 
tion for his many virtues and austerity of life. Ibrahim 
had been his intimate friend. As soon as he heard 
the rumour of tlie ])a^has death, Yusuf hurried to the 
palace of the presumed murderer. Ali, who had a 
singular respect for the dervises, rose from his divan, 
advanced to nuHjt Yusuf, and sought to place him by 
his side. But his venerable visitor indignantly rejected 
the offer, and addresstnl him in a strain of vehement 
reproach. Every crime of his now trembling auditor 
was dwelt upon, and tlioir atrocity painted in the dark- 
est colours. The derviso concluded with the following 
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emphatic words : — I cannot tread on a carpet here, 
I cannot look on anytliing, which is not wet with the 
tears of the wretched. The very sofa on which thou 
wishest me to sit is steeped in blood ; it reeks with 
that of thy own brothers, whom thy mother put to 
death in their childhood. Those ataghans, which 
hang on thy walls, have been blunted on the skulls of 
the Suliots and Kimariots, whoso errors our religion 
teaches us to depk)re, as long as they submit to our 
authoritv. From this window I behold the tomb of 
Emilia, that virtuous wife of whom thou wort the 
murderer. Beyond, I see the lake into which thou 
didst cast seventeen innocent matrons, and which 
daily, like the h<‘ll that waits to swallow thee, devours 
the victims of fliy insatiable fury. Thy sister, that 
daughter of Belial, tlic encourager of tliy crimcH, has 
profaned our most saered laws, by rending off their 
veils from tlie Mahometan females of Oardiki. She 
tore— thou shudderest! — She tore open the body of one 
of her women, that she might crush the innocent un- 
bom, because its father was a (iardikiot.* Wretch ! 
for once thou shalt hear the truth! In and out of the 
city, and in the midst of the mountains, every thing 
proclaims thy crimes; not a step canst thou stir with- 
out treading on the grave of some being, created in 
God's image, who accuses thee to Heaven of having 
shortened his days. Thou livest surrounded by pomp, 
and luxury, and flattering panders ; and time, that 
marks every cliild of Adam with the ine^fl’aooablc seal 
of old ago, has not yet taught thee that thou art mortal, 
and that an hour must come when — ” “ Stop, stop, my 
father! ' exclaimed the vizier, his voice broken by sobs ; 
*** thou hast pronounced the name of Emina — over- 
whelm me not with the weiglit of thy curse ! ’* The der- 

• Shainiixa i* »aid to bavo coinuaitKid this borriblo act ’with a 
mor, aud with her own baud. 
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vise made no reply, but, after sliaking the dust from 
off Ins feet against the palace walls, he returned to 
bis liome. 


Intelligence of the death of Ibrahim had, mcan- 
wliile, been transmitted to Nay)oleon’8 ambassador at 
Constantinople by M. Pouqueville, who, in common 
with all the French miiristers and agents, was a bitter 
enemy of the vizier. The despatches are said to have 
been stopped and perused by All's agents, and then 
allowed to proceed. f)n ri^ceiving the news, the divan 
sent to loannina a ca])idgi baslii of the highest rank to 
investig.ate the circumstances. When the capidgi ar- 
rived at All's capital, the wily satrap counterfeited the 
utmost surprise, and instantly orden^d two of his mi- 
nisters to acc()inj)any tlu> Turkisli olhcer to Ibrahim. 
The astonished Turk found tlie pasha in one of the 
best apartments of the seraglio, surrounded by every 
comfort, and was desired by him to ex]>ress his bound- 
less gratitude to the sultan, his perfect satisfaction with 
the manlier in wdiieh he was treated, and liis wish that 


as he was now too old to g-overn, his pashalik might Ix' 
allowed to remain under the wise administration of his 


dear and trust worthy friend Ali Pasha. It is scarcely 
necessary to say, that Ibrahim was compelled to per- 
fonn this part by a tliri'at of torture. After this in - 
terview, the ca})idgi hashi was loaded with pr(*sents, 
S])lt‘ndidly entertained, closely watchc^tl, to prevent 
him from oht lining any further information, and, fi- 
nally. ('scorted homeward by a select guard of honour, 
which never lo.^ sight of bin) till they saw him enUT 
the gates of the Turkish capital. Tlie pur}.x>se of his 
temporary lilnTatiou being answer^^d, tbe unfortunate 
Ibrahim w'as replunged into bis solitary dungeon. At 
the same time, to punish M. Ponqueville for his in- 
terference, the vizier strictly interdicted all his sub- 
jects from entering the consuls dw'elling. 
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While Ibrahim was languishing in his priaoii, tht‘ 
palace was rinojing with the sounds of festivity, oeca- 
sioned by the marriage of his grandchild, Ayesha, 
eldest daughter of Yeli, to Moustai l^asha, the vizier 
of Scutari. It was in vain that Ayesha, and all his 
family, entreated him to suder her to see Ibrahim, and 
receive his blessing ; he was inexorable. 'fhe bride 
was escorted to Scutari by Yusuf, bey of Dibres, an 
old enemy of Ali, who prudently refused to trust him- 
self within the walls of loannina. Yet his prudence 
was fruitless. lie is said to have binai shortly after 
destroyed by Ali, who sent him a firman sealed in a 
cylindrical cas(‘, whicli was filled with fulminating 
powder. A siinilar instrument of dt^struction, which 
was sent to Moustai, through the hands of AyesJaa, 
w^as the cause of her death. She was wrongfully ac- 
cused by her luotber-in-Iaw of being an accomplice in 
the crime, and was taken off by ]>oisou. 

In th(^ course of the year I8l2, Ali is ass(Tted by 
M. Pou<{Ueville to have been ordered to go into exile 
to 'i'epelen, in couseejuenee of the complaints made 
against him h}’ the French ambassador at the Porte; 
to have rt'sidefffor a while at A rgyro Castro, and not 
to have returnt‘d t<i loannina till after the nwerscs sus- 


tained by Napoleon. The fact of the vizier's d sgrace 
is, nevertheless, doubtful. It appears to be certain, 
however, that in the following year, danger impended 
over him. Demetrius Paleopoulo, who vviis rtnsiding 
at ( Constantinople, presented several memorials against 
him to the Divan, and the sultan is asserted to have 


once more detennined ujKjn his overtlirow. But again 
he escaped ; and fur this good ft^rtune he is believed 
to have been indebted to the friendly offices of the 


British government. 


R 
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CHAPTER X. 

Designs of Ali upon Pargu — Description of Pargn — Custoinp, Olia- 
ractcr, See. of tlie PnrgliioteJ« — History of Piirga—First Attempt 
of Ali to obtain possession of I’jvrga — Shameful Conduct of Rub- 
pia to the Paiyhiotes — Parga cede<l to Napoleon by Russia— ~Tl»e 
Parghiotes make the Fretu h Carri'^on Prisoners, and put ihem- 
nelves under tl»e protection of Creat Britain — S])eerh of one of 
the (htizens — Rage of Ali on not obtaining the Place — His 
(h'uolty to tl)e Kimariots — His extortions on the Marriage of 
Sali — CuBtovns Adoljihus of Sweden visits liiin — Ibrahim Men- 
zonr EftVndi — ITis Anecdotes of Ali — The Palace of Ali at 
Teptden eoiismued— 'Ali renews Ids Attempts for the Cession of 
Paigfa — The British Cuhinct consents to give up Parga — Tlie 
inhabitants rcBolve to quit their Country — Vheir Departure. 

From nearly the farthest nortlt of Albania to be- 
yond the Gulf of Arta on the south, the whole of the 
country was now in the undisputed possession of tlie 
vizier Ali. All the tribes, which had lonpf enjoyed a 
rude hut highly-valued independence, had been suc- 
cessively reduced under his yoke or extenuinated ; all 
save one, which still preserved its ancient freedom, 
and which therefore he bated, and determined to en- 
slave, whatever might he the pains and costs required 
to effi'ct liis purpose. Nor did he despair of success ; 
for he liad already, in more than one instance, expe- 
rienced what might be aecom])lished by a system of 
persevering hostility. The solitary exception to the 
general state of subjugation was displayed by the 
small town and territory of Parga, opposite to the 
south extrcmiity of Corfu, of wliich island, in con- 
sequence of its importance? to it as a military out- post, 
Parga was called the eye and ear, Ali ultimately 
triumphed ; and it is a painful reflection for an En- 
glisliman, that the vizier was mainly, or rather wholly, 
indebted for his triumph to the British government. 
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Old Parga, situated to the east of tlie modern to^vn, 
was the primitive abode of the Parghiotes previously to 
the fourteenth century. At what ])eriod it was founded 
is unknown. But when the Turks overran the pro- 
vinces of the eastern empire, inflicting upon them all 
the horrors of conquest, the priests of Parga, flyre- 
seeing that they woukl soon share the same fate, wen' 
desirous of inducing tlieir countrymen to choose an 
asylum near tlie sea, calculated equally for defence', or 
for facilitating their retreat to some hospitable shon', 
in case of their being unable to resist attack. Ordi- 
nary considerations would have Ix'C'n found inadequat(‘ 
to prevail upon a whole [)eople to abandon their ])a“ 
temal hearths : recourse was thereh)re had to super- 
natural int(‘rference. About the yc'ar 1400, a sha(>- 
licrd, who was in search of a shei'p, discovered in a 
cave an image of the Panagia, or Blessed Virgin, 
wdiich w’as transported wdtli much pom]> to Parga. 
But as, notwithstaiuling all the V(*neration manifest(?d 
for it by tlie inhabitants, the image twice n'tunu’d to 
its cavern, without the intervention of human means, 
this double miracle induced the j)eople to folio w^ it. 
They built a church over the cavern, and installed 
the image with great c(*remony, and it was around 
this sacred palladium that the mod(Tn Parga arose. 
Thus JSinitzia and Agia were deserted for a j)romon- 
tory almost impregnable by nature. 

Situated on a rock^ about a mile in circumference, 
Parga is surrounded on three sides by the sea. The 
only (uitrancc) into this fortress is by an ojKtning made 
in the angle of the r(wk wdiich fonns the j>eninsula. 
From the citadel on the summit of the rock, at the 
height of two Imridred and fifty feet, there is a mag- 
nificent pros]>ect. On one liand is the wdiole territory 
of Pargn, and the mountains of Albania, by which it 
is bounded. Looking southward, the eye ranges, from 
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oast to west, over a. part of tlie Ionian Sea ; on the 
left is seen tlie isle of Santa Maura, and the promon- 
tor}' from whence Sappho terminated her woes : fur- 
ther on apj)ear the mountains of Cc'jdialonia ; and on 
the right, at the distaiieo of twelve mih‘S, are the 
islets of I*axo and Anti Paxo. 


“ Few situations upon these shores,*' says Mr. 
Hughes, ‘‘rival that of Parga in beauty : a conical 
hill, covered with lionses and surmounted by a fort- 
ress. jut^ out in the sea, and forms two excellent har- 
bours, one on the east, and the other on the west ; 
but the bay stn tehes out its long arms in tv^o fine 
curves, of which that towards tlie Aeherusian district 
is terminated by tlie promontory called M(‘gali ]*a- 
g<fgna, «and the othcT towards l^ixo'and Corfu, winds 
round lik(* a sickle towards the high ]>rcci}>ices of 
(dicladi, which are ctowikmI by a cf)nv(‘nt and a lioht- 
house. The whole territory of J*arga may be taken 
in at one vi('w ; for it lies supine upon a theatre of 
hills, the high(\st of w hich rises to a peak in the very 
cH iitn* of the chain ; the whole of tliese are covered 


w ith the finest olives in the world, intcTininoled with 
orange trees and cedrats, adorned with gardens or 
vineyards, and refreshed hy rivulets and periainial 
fountains, wdiere the Parghiot virgins wvre once seen, 
like the iieroines of the Odyssey, carrying linen for 
ablution, or bearing upon their heads pitcluTs of the 
purest w^atiT for the use of the family.” The princi- 
})al supply of w ater was obtained from the beautiful 
fountain of San Trifon<’, about a mile distant from the 


city, and was carried upon the head, in vases of ele- 
gant shapes. The whole causeway W’as often covered 
with femaU*s, many of them exceedingly bt^autiful in 
feature and form, going and coming in this occupa- 
tion, which they regarded as an amusement. 

The territory annexed to Parga is surrounded on 
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the side of Tliesprotia hy* the chain of Mount Peiizo- 
volos, or the Sparrow-hawk mountains. I'liis semi- 
circle resembling a theatre, of which Parga forms the 
proscenium^ com])rehends an extent of about fifteen 
miles, and extemls in breadth about three miles from 
tlie sea to the Turkish frontier. The upper regions 
of the mountains ])resent onli^an expanse of sterility : 
at their centre' some few tufts of tribes are seen ; but 
at their base groves of orange, lemon, and cedrat 
trees, diduse around tlieir fragrant odou]’.s,and descend 
into a picturesque valhy, where they become grouped 
with the olive trees, and form (‘vcr-vcTdant gardens 
and bowers, which reach to the suburbs of the town 
itself. < )aks, j)lane-trces,aiid cypresses, are also scat- 
tered ov(‘r the find, and give a pleasing variety^ of 
shape and hue to the mass of foliagi'. 

The balmy and exhilarating air breathed by the 
Parghiotes gave thc'm a freshni'ss and health which 
distinguislu’d them from the Jonians ; and the liberty 
whicli they enjoyi'd under every ])rot(‘cting ]>ow(‘r 
materially contribiite<l to the dev(‘lo{>ment td’ their 
physical faculties and their anhait ] missions. Thu 
men were brave, ti'nqierate, and hosjiitable, rather 
above the middle sizt',and general ly strong and robust. 
Tlu'ir costume was that of tlie (irei k isiandt rs ; it 
consisted of an embroidcrctl jacki't and large breeches 
of blue cloth, and a red scull-cap. 4 iicy wore mus- 
tachios, and were n.sii.illy armed with a musket, a pair 
of pistols, a ponianl, ami a sabre. 4'he females, 
most of whom were liandsmne, were arrayed in a long 
plaited petticoat, and a cloth or silk jacke t, embroi- 
dered or trimmed with gold. A double cord of red 
silk intertwined the hair, which was gnwaTidly fastened 
up Wiind. In public, they covered tin' liead wdth a 
coloured handkercliief. They were chaste, though 
they enjoyed the highest ^degree of social freedom. 
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Both sexes were of a gay disposition, and indulged in 
the dance upon all festive occasions. 

Among their usages/' says Colonel de Bossct, 
there is one which deserves particular mention, 
AV’^hcn a young man has paid Ins addresses to a female, 
and the respective families have agreed on the pre- 
liminary arrangements for their union, the destined 
bride is introduced into the paternal home of her 
lover. Everything is done to render her abode agree- 
abl(*, and on her part she takes the greatest ])aius to 
conciliate the good-will of the family to which she is 
about to belong. But the marriage is not immedi- 
ately concluded, and it is only at the expiration of a 
year that the union of the betrothed is irrevocably 
raf^.ficd by the seal of religion. In the interval their 
mutual intimacy and confidence become strengthened, 
and they enjoy under the same roof, that liberty with- 
out which it w'oidd be difficult to know and «apprcciato 
each other. If, before the exjiiration of a year, one 
of the parties should allege w^ell-founded reasons for 
breaking otl* the arrangements, a representation is 
made' by the family of the com])lainant to the other 
family; who generally raise objections and difficulties; 
the affair is laid bidore tlie proto-] )apa, or chief of tho 
clergy, who, by the aid of arbitrators, commonly taken 
from both families, decides definitively ; audience is 
given to both parties and to their witnesses. Recourse 
is fn^queiitly had to matrons, and if, after duo delibera- 
tion on the arguments adduced on either side, the 
physical or moral incompatibility on which the appeal 
is made, be clearly proved, the whole affair is placed 
hi statu (pw^ and the young female is taken home to 
her parents. St*paratious of this kind are, however, 
ran*, and are not allowed except on very strong 
grounds. If, at the end of tlie probationary year^ the 
affianced persons suit ea<^h other, the nuptials then 
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take place, and tlie union is consecrated in the cliurch 
with all due solemnity/' 

The members of this little Community were chiefly 
occupied in agriculture and navigation. A tolerably 
good wine, and fruits of different kinds, they (‘xported 
to the neiglibouriiig islands. Their tobacco, which 
>va3 in much repute, was sent to the surrounding 
countries. Oil, oranges, citrons, and cedrats, were 
however the principal articles of their commerce : of 
these the first three were mostly purchased by tlie 
subjects of Ali. The ec^drats, for the cultivation and 
excellence of which Parga was celebrated, were con- 
veyed to Trieste, in small Parghiot vessels. This 
fruit is gathered green, before it i>eeome8 as large as 
a citron, and iff jiacked with great care. They aie 
consumed by the Jews, whose ritual reipiires theift to 
be used in religious cerfunonies at a certain season of 
the year. Jf the Parghiotes faihfd to s<‘ll them 
advantage at Trieste, they carried them into Poland, 
where, in consequence of the Ji‘ws being numerous, a 
ready market was sure to be found. *Some profit the 
Parghiotes derived from grinding corn for the Pax- 
iotes ; the island o/ Paxo having no streams to imjad 
water-mills, and being subject to such long and fre- 
cpient calms that windmills are of little use. Many 
of the natives of Ihirga were accustomed to migrate 
to Italy, where they estahlish<*(i themsidves as cofloe- 
house kt‘epers, or waiters in culfee-housc*s ; and when 
they had acquired a sufficient sum, they rt‘tiirned to 
settle in their native country. 

Such were the simple occupations of the Parghiotes. 
These unfortunate people have, liowever, l>een foully 
calumniated by hireling writers ; by men as base as 
the destroyers whom they used their venal pens to 
defend. Going beyond those bandits, who always add 
murder to robbery, the betrayers of Parga and their 
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advocate B have laboured to ntab to the heart the repu- 
tation of tlieir vie tirns. To their slanderH upon the 
character of the Parghiotes it will suffice to oppose 
the evideue e of an unexceptionable witness. The 
Parghiot('s,’* says IVlr. Hughes, “ were represented to 
us, by ev(Ty one connected with them, as a very in- 
dustrious, honest, and moral peoples ; though many 
have since been interested in deprc'ciating their good 
qualities ; their attachment to liluTty is well known 
by the d(‘tennined opp(»sition which they made for 
tliirty years against the attacks of an invt'terah' 
enemy ; and by th(^ assistance which tl\ey always ren- 
dered to the JSuliots or any other Christian y)eople 
whose country lay under the fangs of an infidel 
despoiler. Tlieir valour, which has m^ver been ques- 
tioned, h as always shone forth in defence of their 
rights, never in aggression ; for the Parghiotes liad 
not, at the time of their expatriation, increased their 
territory by a single foot of ground since their ances- 
tors first congregated together upon this hill altar of 
liberty. As for the crime of piracy, wdth wdiich they 
have lieen charged, I believe that a person w ho should 
now assert it would he laughed at for his ignorance, 
since there never was a more industrious and com- 
mercial people, nor was ever an instance known of a 
Parghiote pirate on the coast of the Adriatic, Though 
they adhered strictly to the rites and ecrenionics of 
the Greek church, they ap]icared to do so consci- 
entiously, according to the faith in which they had 
been brought up ; and it would perhaps have been 
better to have cleared their minds from error and 
superstition by rational argument and kind forbear- 
ance, than to have turned their religion into a reason 
for delivering up their country to the TurhJ* It 
may be as w ell to mention, that the opinion of Mr. 
Hughe'S w'aa not founded upon mere hearsay, or the 
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testimony of those who knew little of Paro^a ; he him - 
self visited the town, and amon^ those who bore wit- 
ness to tlie TiieritH of the ParjLj^hiotes was their English 
governor. Sir Charles Gordon. ^ 

Shortly after tiieir removal to the new town of 
Parga, the inhabitants sought the ]H)werfnl protection 
of the Venetian republic. It was willingly grantt'd, 
and a treaty of federation was sign(*d l>etween the 
parties, on the twenty-first of Afareh, 1401, Venic(‘ 
engaged to maintain in the town a body of Italian or 
Sclavonian tr() 0 ])s ; and a (.\)i tiote nobleman, with tin* 
title of governor, was to reside at l^irga, as rt pn’St'ii- 
tative of A’enice. Put, on b(‘half of the I'arghiotos, 
it was stipulated, that they should govern themselves 
freely and ind('{^('ndeiitly, aecordiug to th(‘ laws and 
customs of t]i<‘ir ancestors ; that tiny shonhl no^ht* 
liable to siTve hy st‘a or land, in the militia orgalhys 
of V eniee, nor to engager in any war Imt in »lefence 
of their own territory jind the Xh iu'tlan Hi'ttlements in 
Albania; that they slionld ])ayno taxes, eajntations, 
or export and imjiort duties ; and sljonld lx* charge- 
able with only lialf the ordinary dntl(‘s when tradiiiir 
to the ]>oris of Vi'iiice. In August, 1447, this treaty 
was confirnu’d with the same snh'innlties whieli had 
b<?en observed on its first being sign(‘<l. The Parghi- 
otes did nut suffer it to b(^ infring('d with impunity; 
for, whenever a governor was guilty of attfunpting to 
violate it, they kept liirn under arrest, till they had 
ohtaiiu'd justice from the* governor-general at (?orfn. 
Twice, in 1500 and in 1560, notwithstanding the 
support derived from tin* Venetians, Parga was burned 
by the Turks. In the first instance, the injury was 
transient ; but, on the second occasion, tin* whole terri- 
tory Avas laid waste, and the inhabitants were driven 
to take shelter among the wandering tribes of the 
neighbouring mountains. S^niie time elapsed before 
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the scattered fugitives ventured hack totlieir ancient 
possessions, and a still longer time passed hy before 
they could resolve to raise their town from its ruins. 

They then sent deputies to Venice to demand their 
assistance, and the renewal of their ancient alliance ; 
re(|uesting, among other things, that the senate would 
assist in fortifying their city, and would also lend them 
a sum of money to enable the ]) 0 (>rer part of the citi- 
zens to rebuild tlieir habitations. The senate was not 
only just but generous. It undertook the whole ex- 
pense of erecting the fortifications ; and, instead of 
a loan from its treasury, it sent, as a free gift, the 
requisite materials for the construction of their houses. 
When the particular points of the embassy were 
adjusted, a new (^liarter, ratifying ariti confirming all 
the former treaties, was regular! signed on the fifth 
of February, l.)71. It was afterwards repeatedly 
renewed ; and was always religiously fulfilled, not only 
in its letter, but its sfjirit, till the final extinction of 
Venice by the ambition of France and Austria in 
1797." 


It has been seen, in a preceding chapter, that, after 
the fall of Frev('sa, in 1798, Ali attempted to terrify 
the people of Parga into submission. In his first letter 
to them, upon that occasion, he summoned them to 
becouK^ subjects of the Pork*. “ Whatever ])olitical 
government you desire," said he, 1 shall be disposed 
to give you ; but if you will not do this, know that I 
am at war with you, and the sin be upon your beads." 
No answer liaving been returned to this letter, he 
addressed a second to them, in which, after reproach- 
ing them for their silence, he desired them “ to drive 
out or kill the French," and informed them that ho 
would despatch Ilassan Eflfendi to treat verbally 
w'ith them on the whole affair," 

The reply of the Parghiotes was worthy of men the 
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race of whom had for centuries been free. The 
submission which you require of us ennnot possibly bo 
admitted, because your living (‘xamph‘S lead us all to 
prefer the glorious death of liberty to a dislionourablc 
and tyrannical bondage. You write to us to drive 
away or kill the French. Not only are we unable to 
do this, but even if we could we would not, lK‘cau8e 
for four centuri(‘s our country has been proud of her 
good faith, which has often been deftnded with her 
blood. Can we now, then, sully Ikt glory and re- 
Sj)ect ? No, never ! To threaten us un justly is in y(Uir 
power: but threats are not worthy of gris'it men. 
AVe, liowevr^r, have nevi'r submitted to threats, but 
are habituated to nhaaous war in (h fenee of our 
country. Ciod is just : wo are ready : wi* waitjthe 
hour to glorify the (Jiver of Victory. IJealtli/' 

By the tr(‘aty of 1800, betw(‘en iiussiaand Turkey, 
it was agreed that Ilutrinio, Frevrsa, Vonitza, and 
Par^ui, should be ceded to the Forte; but should 
retain all tludr Venetian privileges, enjoy their laws, 
both civil and criminal, as before, ami ])ay no taxes 
but such as b.ul been aneieiitiy ]>aid to X'eniee. No 
mosque was to i>e built within their territory, nor 
any Mussulman permitted to settle or Imld land 
within it. The sole additional mark <»f sovereignty 
accorded to the sultan w:is tin* right of siwling a iK*y 
or officer of rank from Voiistantinojih; as voiwode, 
and even this was inodilied by a stipulation, that the 
functions and place of residence of this officer should 
be determined altogether to tlie satisfaction of the re- 
public of the St*ven Islands, 

From what luis been stated in the previous part of 
this chapter it is obvious that Farga was not a subjtxrt 
of Venice, but a free state under its patronage*. By 
what riglit, therefore, except the right of the strongest, 
Russia took upon iierself Jo cede Farga to the Porte, 
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it would be difficult to discover. Nor can a valid 
reason bo assigned, for her turning a deaf ear to the 
many entreaties of the Parghiotes, to be incorporated 
with the republic of the Seven Islands. The nature 
of her ]>olicy on other occasions may justify us in 
suBp('cting that, in this instance, her motives were 
dishonest. 

Favourable as the terms of the treaty apparently 
wer(\ the Parrdnob s were too much attache<l to their 
inde])endence to consent to resign it. Besides, they 
could not but be awar(\ that tlnae was no solid secu- 
rity for the du(‘ ])(Tformance of them. The Porte 
itself juight be willing to act up to the contract ; but 
there was no reliance to be ]»lae('d upon its viceroys ; 
and it was not impnibable that All’ would, by one 
means or other, ])osses8 himself of Parga. The Par- 
ghiot<‘s, therefore, for sonui tinu! refused to submit. 
At l(‘ngth, the dislike of yielding ev(‘n a nominal obe- 
dienc(' to the Porte* was overcome by the dread of Ali, 
and they resolv(‘d to own the j)aramount authority of 
the sultan. By means of the ambassador of tlie Sep- 
tinsular re]>ublic, who (‘xerted his influenc-e for them 
at Constantinojde, a voiwode, or governor, was sent to 
them as a pn>teetiori ; and this was the only Turk who 
entered their walls. So litlh‘ was their freedom of 
action interfered with by this officer, that they as- 
sisted the Suliots in their final contest, and gave an 
asylum to the i-emnaiit which escaj)ed from the mur- 
derous gras]) of Ali. 

The shameful violation liy Ali, of every clause of 
the treaty of 1800, wlun, iii 1806, he obtained per- 
mission from the Porte to enter Prevesii, A^^onitza, and 
Butrinto, sufficiently indicated to tlu; Parghiotes what 
would betbeir fate if theirdeadly enemy once obtained 
a footing within their walls. They, therefore, sought 
proUH-’tion from the Russiap admiral, and he sent them 
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a garrison, Tlio treaty of Tilsit, however, as we have 
already stated, transferred Parga to Naj)()leon, and Ali, 
whose co-operation was useful to the I'n iieh monarch, 
embraced this o])portunity of claiming that the town 
should be given uj) to him, in comj)liane(* with the 
treaty of 1^00. Najmleon was at tirst disj)Osed to 
admit the claim. A farther (‘xamination taught him 
to reject it ; and he replied, that, as All had violated 
every part of tlie treaty to w hieli he rc'ferred, the whole 
stipulations of that treaty, as far as regarded thetowirs^ 
must be held to be annulled, and that neitluT the 
vizier nor the Porte had now any claim to th(‘ mili- 
tary oeeiipation of Parga. 

'i'he ITt'm li standanl contimu'd to lloat on the 


Avails of Jhirga fill the comineiuaaJient of 18)4. it was, 
liowt'VtT, easy to fon'sec that, presst-d on all sides as 


I'Vanee th<‘n was, h('r few remaining territ(»rit s in the 


Adriatic could not fail to h(* s])eedily wn-sted from 
her. I'ln; Parghiotes, then fore, th< night it tn c'esHary 
to secure tlnnnsi'lves a jiroteetor. Kngland was the 
])ower to whi< h tlu y naturally looked for support, and 
thev accordinglv’ o]»en(*<l a m‘g<4iation with thePritisli 
eoinmanders in the Adriatic. As yet, however, no- 
thing had bei ii eoneluded nj>on. Ali soon ohtained 
information of wliat was going forward, and in e(»n- 
8r<pience hasUnied the preparations, whicli In' had for 
som.' time b(*eu making, to attaek Parga. Jle had in 
vain made alluring offers to M. Pompievilh^ and (h ue- 
ral Donzt'Iot, to obtain the cession of the town, anti 
he now, though Turkey was at peace with I’ ranee, 
determined to obtain bis object by force. Ali had 


reckoned upon taking tin* Ibirgbh^tes by sur|>rise ; 
but Pouqueville, at inucb hazard, succt etied in 
trairsinittiug intelligence winch put them u])on their 


The Albanians, under Orner lk*y Vrioneand Hugo 
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Mulmrda, took the field about the middle of February, 
and, on the twenty-eighth, they carried by assault the 
frontier villages of Aja and Rapesa, where they put 
numbers of the inhabitants to death, and sold the 
rest into slavery. They then proceeded towards 
Parga. The advanc(^d guard of the Parghiotcs, being 
abandoned by the I'Vencli garrison, was obliged to fall 
back. It took up a position at Labovitissa, not far 
from the town, and there it was joined by the whole 
disposable force of tlie J’arghiotes, consisting of about 
eight hundr(‘d men, accompanied by even the women 
and children, who Iianded ammunition, and loaded th<‘ 
muskets of their husbands and parents. After a hard 
struggle, the troops of the vizier were compelle^d to 
retrr'at. Among tin* slain was one ol his near rela- 
tives. He buried him on the frontier, within view of 
Parga, and created over him a mausoleum, on which 
he is said to have resolved to sacrifice the Parghiotes, 
whenever he could subdue them. 

Foiled in his attempt to reduce Parga by arms, All 
had recourse to artificer lie requestt^d a conference 
with Mr. I\wsti, the llritish residi nt, and, with tears 
in his eyes, besought him to prevail u])on tiie English 
to aid him in obtaining Parga, for which, hedeclan'd, 
he was willing to do lionume to (Ireat Pritain. But 
Mr. Foresti, instead of complying with his wishes, 
arranged with General Camphtdi that, in the event of 
the town being evacuated by the French, it should be 
occupied by tlie Britisir. Ali then adopt<*d another 
scheme. Colonel Nicole, the commander of the 
Fi’ench gairison, W’as one of the officers who were 
8<mt to loannina by Napoleon before the peace of 
Tilsit, where ho became a favourite of the vizier. He 
was also by birth an Ottoman subject, a native of 
Asia ]\I inor. After having fought under the standard 
of the celebrated Egyptian chief, Ali Dey, he had 
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passed into the service of France. To this officer Ali 
now wrote, addressing him as an old friend and a 
brother, and promising him a splendid reward, the 
restitution of his paternal property in Asia, and his 
continuance for life in the command of Parga, if he 
would consent to surrender the forirt ss to the Turks. 

This h'tter fell into the hands of the Parghiotes, 
and excited great alarm anumgst them. Their doubts 
as to the trust- worthiness of the French ijovernor had 
already been excited, and those doubts st'cmed to 
receive full confirmation from the langnanfc which was 
used by Ali. For them to contend 8uce(*ssfully 
against treason within and force without, would, they 
feared, be impossible. In this emerg(mey, tln‘y sent a 
mo8sag(‘ to (^^aplain (iarland, who had lately tnj^en 
posst‘ssion of the island of Ihixo, requessting to he 
received under Pritish protection. After some delay, 
a British ofiieer was despaU hed to Paxo, hy (ieneral 
C'ainphell, the governor of the Ionian Bles, to hold a 
conference with Captain Jloste of the Bacchant(‘, Cap- 
tain Black of the Havannah, and the Parghiote agents, 
Tlie result was, that Paroa sliould he taken under 
British protection, })rovide<l that, in the first jdaee, the 
inhabitants required it by writtt n documents, signed 
by tlieir archontes or jiriiicipal men ; and, stjcondly, 
that on the appearance of two Fnglish frigates, th<*y 
should of their owm accord strike the French flag, and 
hoist the British union. The depniit s liaving agrwd 
to these terms, a flag was prexured, with which, 
Jinving secreted about their persons, they returned to 
Parga. 

As soon as the deputies landed, a m(N?tmg of the 
principal inhabitants was calUxl to discuss the British 
proposals. One amongst them, an aged citizen, much 
revered for his patriotism and ex|>ericnce, but wht> 
had long ceased to take a very active part in public 
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affairs, now came forward and made tlie following 
Rj)eecb. It has been justly observed that, in political 
wisdom and manly vigour, as well as in its general 
tone and manner, tliis harangue seems to bear a very 
striking reHemblance to the business speeches which 
we meet with in Thucydides. 

‘^Fellow citizens — The expulsion of the French 
appears to me to be so necessary, that 1 will not 
waste words in recommending it. But 1 exhort you 
well to consider, before y(»u yii*]d yourselves up to 
the Kimlisli, that the king of England now has in 
Ids pay all the kings of Imitojk*, obtaining money for 
th is purpose' from Ins merchants ; so that in that 
country tlie UHTL’liants and the king are but as one; 
whence, shoidd it become a<lvajitagcbus to the mer- 
chants to sell you, in order to coiiciliate Ali, and 
obtain certain eominerelal advantages in bis harbours, 
the English will sell you to Ali. If, howawaa*, you 
still persist in surn'udering yourself to England, 
beware liow' you confide in the promises of military 
men, w hose trade, whatever may be tbeir dignity, is 
but that of a servant ; therefore, being taught only to 
obey, tliey seldom bavt? wisdom to weigli their pro- 
mises, and m ver have ]>ow'er to fulfil them as you do, 
IxH'iiuse you are all free men. But go and })rtsent 
vourself before their king. If he nuan to he master 
of this city, let him swear it upon the Gospel of 
Ghrlst. Yet I would not entirely trust even him. 
For within these twenty years, Christian princes have 
openly turned their suhjc'cts and friends into merchan- 
dise, and have shown but little regard to the Gospel. 
But suppose you an* once in the hand of England — 
you may be governed well, or you may be governed 
ill. But the weli is unceiAain, and if i7/, you wdll 
have bereft yourselves of all remedjr* The king of 
England has not that aword of justice in his hands, 
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that he cap^ like Napoleon, Alexainler, or the sultan, 
decapitate the nuegoveminii^ pas^has of his distant pro- 
vinces. On the tHmtrary, his justiev is feeble, because, 
Wing surroundcil hy eouteiidlng parties, he is coni- 
pelled to lean for support up<)ii one party to-day, and 
to-iuorrow upon another ; anil yet to jay regard to 
all ; wliih* each party, in its turn, conceals as much as 
it can, dt'fends, and often ]>raises, the blunders of its 
partisims ; so that a governor may treat you as slavi 
and yet be fearless of punishment. Nor would yon, 

0 men of Parga, — I tMiy f/of^ Ix'cause I Iio|m* soon to 
lay mo down in the {x'aee of Ciod, and Ix} buried by 
your liaiuls in this ehureh, — nor would you he able to 
obtain redn’->s. This <uir city is small and poor, and 
weak and ignorilnt ; wlH‘nee then shall it have po^'er, 
how fin<l money ( ami wluTe the learned citi/.<*ns, who, 
Vxiing sent ti> the king of Ihigland, might show him 
the truth ? However, this Parga still pOHw sses those 
arms wdiieh have, for so many g(*neniiious, prt’vented 
a single aimed Mussulman from entt ring her walls. 

1 say not this that you shonhl be ]>roud of the deb ut 
wbieb that huteher of the i’hristians lately sustained 
at your hands; for that victory came fr«>in (iod, — 
(lo(l who will not ceasK? to prob'ct you as heretofore, 
and wdio can do eo lxK!auee he is just, and Ix'cauHe he 
is almighty’ ; whilst the Itussians and the French, 
just ana unjust, powe rful and weak, by turns, have, as 
the fruit of their protcx'tioii, exposcxl you to incon- 
ceivable perils, and kept you for fwfveral years in pt*r- 
petual anxiety, Tht^so English too are but men ; and 
may you not live to see them exjxdled from all conn* 
tries which they have no longer money to pay, caged 
up in their island, and preying ujxm each other from 
w'ant ? Why then recur to foreign aid ? Parga is 
sufficient to nourish and to defend you, Ali cannot 
take her by land ; he cannot block^e her by sea^ by 

8 
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which your countrymen in the islands can always 
supply you with food, and which, in case of extremity, 
will always aiFord you an easy escape ; though I, for 
my part, let the danger he ever so great, would never 
exhort you to go forth vagrants and beggars, with 
your wives and children, into a foreign land. Let us 
all die here at home ; and when no way of safety 
remains for the city, set it on fire, that these infidels 
may triumph only over our ruined houses and mangled 
carcasses. However, this danger cannot last long: 
for as much as Ali is now old, and his head is always 
under the sword of the sultan, whose wrath, though it 
has 60 hmg slept, should it at length awake, no Turk 
will he able to esca})e. At all events, as long as you 
remain inastervS of your own city, so long will you be 
able to follow tliat lino of conduct, which, under the 
mercy of (Jod, circumstances may render fit. The 
infidels, iiKhH.Hl, may force you to give them battle, 
and reduce you to great extremity : yet you will slay 
many of them to a])]>easeihe hle^^sed souls of so many 
Christians slain by them, lint, once garrisoned by 
strangtTS, yon will 1 k^ subject to the will of another ; 
you will not he able to use good fortune should it 
ever h(’fixl yon ; and yon will for ever lose the right of 
defi'nding your country, and cvei\ of burying your- 
selvi's under its ruins noAr vour dear forefut'.cTS.” 

m 

Finding t]»at his argximents could not move his 
countrymen from their resolve to place thomselvos 
mider Dritish protection, he advistnl them at least to 
bo careful in enforcing the contiition, which the British 
ofiieers themsedves had }>rouused, namely, that Parga 
should follow the fate of the Ionian Islands. For 
himself, however, he declined to Ik; a party to the 
agrwuKmt, and he enten‘d a regular protest against it. 

On the 17th of March, 1814, nine of the pnraates of 
Parga, in behalf of their fellow-citizens, signed the 
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cloclanition which was required from them hy the 
Britisli officers. “At the monu^nt when the frio^ate^ of 
his Britannic Majesty shall ap})ear before our fortr(*ss/' 
said they, “ we will subject our eohntry and territory 
to the ]>rotectioii of the invineil)le arms of (Jreat llri- 
taiu, and will plant on the walls of our fortress her 
glorious flag — it being the determination of our 
country to follow the fate of the Ionian Isles, as W(‘ 
have always been under the same jurisdiction/' 

No sooner, then, did the Bneehante frigate appear 
off Barga, tlian the Britisli flag was unfurh d by the 
Parghiotes. As it was only hoisted near the shore, 
the officers who brought the sinrour w(’rt‘ not satis- 
fied, and declared tliat nllle^s the inhahitants <lis- 
played it from* tlu‘ citadel, they would sail oujihe 
following day, and leave the town to its fate. XiiMiIe 
had already hmi summoned, and had n‘[)li(‘d, that if 
any attenijit wenj made to dis]o<lge him, he would fire 
the magaziiK*. and thus destrf>y tie* jdaee. 'j'he Par- 
ghiotes luid, thendore, a perilou^ task to execute ; but 
they ware too brave* to shrink, and thev |HTfonned 
it with remarkahle d(‘xterity. Night was th<* turn; 


chosen for the enterprise, 'i’o obtain admission into 
the fortress thev made use of a w idow, Purcoianni hv 
name, who dwelt in it, ami was a<mstomed to return 
home at a late hour. Under Ikt <lress the British 


flag w’as concealed. As soon as the gat<* was fipf iied, 
a signal wms given, and a ]>arty <»f Pargd)iot<‘s rnslied 
upon and 8t*cured the sentinel. The first nf»tice which 
the garrison nwived of this attack, was tluar feeling 
the liayonets of the assailants at their lireasts. In a 
few minutes the inhahiUints wa re in eonipkb* pos- 
session of the works, and the British flag waft tri- 
umphantly floating on the summit of tlie citadel. 
The French troops were allowed to rc?tire to Ckirfu ; 
and, on the 22n<l of S’ur Charles Gordon 

B 2 
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landed with his detachment, and took possession of 
Parofa in the name of his Majesty. 

This event, which soeiiKal to annihilate Ali*s hopes 
of becoming master of Parga, excited at first his in- 
dignation, and he IjaJ tlie face to complain bitterly 
of English ingratitude. At length, he suppressed or 
concealo<l his feelings, and determined to leave no 
stones unturned to accomplish his purpose. ‘‘ I will 
have Parga ! I will have Parga !'’ exclaimed he, and 
he emphatically declared that, if he could b\it erect 
a palace on that scanty rock, he should find con- 
solation for whatever misfortunes might befall him.'" 
How be succeeded we sball soon see. 

Com|Kdlc(l to suspend the work of destruction in 

on^ cjuarter, AH indemnified himseft’ by ]>ursiiing it 

tlic more vigorously in another. With the view of 

securing the pow(T of his youngest son, whom he 

desififued for his heir, lie had resolved utterly to root 
^ * * ** 
out all hardy chiefs and iiuh'pendont tribes, whose 

struggle^ f<^r lihortv might he feared. The Kima- 

riots, inhabitants of the aucieut Acrocoraunia, were the 

victims on tiio present occasion. As, however, they 

offered no resistance, AH could find no pretences for 

tlnnr extermination; his only plan, therefore, was to 

ordiT a general ex]>atriation of their trilas. Tins 

unhappy peo])le s^mt a deputation of elders, to entreat 

that they might not be tom from their native land. 

The petition was h(*ard in full divan, at whieh he was 

prest.*nt, and all but the inexorable vizier were moved 

by the ]mtlietic eloquence of the deputies : he alone, 

stem and unmoveil, pronounced the fatal negative ; 

nor would he even allow them to remain till the 

8[>ring. His trcH>ps marcluHl into their mountains, 

and drove off, like so many cattle, men, women, and 

ehildren, young and old, amidst all the inclemencies 

of a rigorous winter. Ifeaceful husbandmen driven 
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from thcir paternal aens, inotlRis with chiklren at 
then* hreasts, or on the j)oint of hrinjjiinjLj their 
wretched o%)rin^ into (‘xintenee, yonn^^ inaideuR, ainl 
children, forced from their dointstie hearths, and 
venerable old men, borne down with years ami iiifum* 
ities, were nil dragged along to lx* transported ii»to 
the rice fields of the ptstilential marshes of Aehe- 
rusia. That no leaders might remain, to animate 
the pcopl(‘ to resistance, eighty (>f tlie principal lays 
and agas of ThesjRotia were se nt, loadcnl with chains, 
to Algiers, to end their days in slavery. \Vhile tliew* 
ha]>]es8 beings were thus quitting the tombs (if tlieir 
fathers, ])art of tlie Christian jiopiilatioii of IVevesa, 
a town which was tin* pteuliar (»l>jeet of Ali's hate, 
and nniiuTous •colonist*^ from ti)^* fertile Thes.*^ly, 
were transplanted with etpial violence to rep« opie 
the bleak and deserted mountains of Kimnra. 


This measure was suceeisled by orn* which, though 
less (a uel, was not h ss tyrannical. He converted the 


whoh‘ district of Zagori, con‘'isting 
into a chitHick, as an inheritance 


of forty villages, 
for his sou 8iili 


Pasha. In vain did the chiefs remonstrate, in vain 


did they re]>rcsent that they ha<i be(‘n [iroprit tors 
from time iirmu'morial. l'h<* ])riiieip]es of justice 
were set at naught, and more than five thousand 
families were deprived of their lawful possessions, 
and attached to the soil as serfs. 


The nifirriage of i^ali affordtsl another oj)p<>rtimity 
of practising extortion. The citixens of Joannina, 
and the country jKx>plc of the neighlnjuring districts, 
were called ujK>n for contributions, so that for some 
time the struts of the city were blo(‘ked up by 
be;ists of burden carrying the nuptial gifts. Even 
the p(»orest villagers w*ere not excus<^d from pr(*scnt- 
ing these offerings. The women came in troops, each 
bearing a little hooey or^a few faggots, and were 
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escorted to the serai by tlje Albanian guards, who 
beat tliciii with lonir sticks in order to make them 

In January, 1816, Ali received a visit from a 
dethroned monarch. In expectation of a firman from 
the lV>rt(? to visit Palestine, Gustavus Adolpluis of 
Sweden landed at Prevesa, whence lie jiroceeded to 
the court of Ali. The vizier received his guest with 
the respect which was due to his rank and misfortune, 
purchased from him some valuable j('wels, and was 
presenh^l with a sword which had belonged to 
Cdiarlos the Twelfth. 

8ome months before the visit of the deposed sove- 
reign took ])lac(‘, two eminent jiuhllc characters had 
quiped the dominions of Ali. After having endured 
tlie long martyrdom of his consulship at ioannina, 
M. IhuiqiK'N ili(‘ was removed to Patras, by the 
French government; and he gladly quitted a city 
which, of late years, th(^ vizier had contrived, as far 
ae regarded the consul, to convert n(»t merely into a 
prison, hut also into a solitude, no inhahitant daring 
to k(vp up an intercourse witli a man who lay under 
the dis])leasure of Ali. Nearly at the same period, 
tlie fimctlons ceased of Mr. G. Fon'sti, the English 
resident, who was remarkable for his talents, integrity, 
and firmness. Both those gentlemen, especially tho 
latter, ]>{»sse8sed considerable iiiHuenee ov(t Ali, and, 
when they wore gone, he seems to have giv<*n himself 
up without restraint to the viohuiee of his ])assion8. 

About this time an adventuixT made his way to 
Ioannina, wlio has left in print many particulars re- 
specting Ali. This individual, who took the appella- 
tion of Ibrahim Manzotir Effendi, was bom at 
8trasburg, of Jewush parents, and his real name was 
Cerflxfre. After having, among other mutations, 
been a French republican officer of hussars and 
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a royalist agent, ho went to Coiistantinoplo, tan- 
l)raee<l ]\Iahoinetatusni, ami obtainetl an ap]v«>intment 
on the staff of the rt‘gular forces which fl't* ill-fatid 
sultan St^Iim was eiitleaTouring to estahlisli. I’lu* 
death of the sultan lunde (A'rfl}ere tnicc more a wan- 
derer. lie revisited and aeaiii iled from t , tra 

versed Denmark, Sweden, and Kir-sia, was f(»r .1 
'while ein])!oyed by tht^ ^V( st|>]}alfnn mini'^tcr f< r 
foreign aiVairs, then fougld. iimK r the l.aim.jkan oi 
Bosnia against the ^Servians, and iu‘Xt (‘iigagt tl in tin 
vizier jMi's service, as tme of his ja-int ipal aitillerv 
officers. In the satrap’s army h(‘ icmaiued for tltrct^ 
years ; hut the bondage becoming unb<‘aruble, hi- 
efteett'd his cscajK*. Jlc sulisctpiently pursued his 
erratic coiu’se tlfitnigh vailt>us parts of Asia, Africa, 
and Anurica. Pt>vcrty at It ngth broke the spirll of 
thi^? unf()rtunaU‘ rtMincr, fannne stared him in the 
fac'% amh in he ]mt an end to his existoice at 

Pal is, by blowing out bis brains. 

From tlie aneedotch recorded by Manzour, most of 
which are similar in tcuour to those which Hk* rca<h*r 


has ])erusc(l, we bhall M*h*ot one, b(‘cause it aj^pearsto 
prove that All could he cruel, not tnily from policy, 
or what he suj>postal to he polit*y, but for the saki* of 
lucre amuseuu'nt. It w'as the custom, in tin* Itamazan 


season, to distribute, ut the gate 


of one of the vi/iers 


serais, snirjU bags of paras, as an alius to the poorer 
women of loannina. I he distribution was coininilted 


to some of the pages. For hours the misc^rable 
suitors, weakencsl hy fasting, and (jften cxpt>scd to 
severe Aveather, were kept as ailing at the gate for the 
arrival of the pagt's, "who at length ap|>eart‘d, att<*nded 
by Albanian guards, anned with long wliito sticks. 
Every kind of trick was then jdayc<^l to excite a 
juarrel among the females, and the result was a 
jcuffle, in which the stronger threw down and iram-^ 
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pled on tlie weaker, in order to reach the distributor 
of the money, while others maliciously tore off from 
the more modest their veils and even their clothes. 
A signal being given, the Albanians rushed in among 
the women, and dealt tlieir blows around till the 
blood flowed from the heads of the sufferers, and 
death not unfrequently ensued. The sickening scene 
was generally closed by tht‘ pages carrying off‘ a great 
part of the money as their own perquisite. 

Unaware that this brutal exhibition was contrived 
for All’s amusement, who sat at a latticed window to 
view it, Manzour,at supper, exj>ressed disgust at what 
he IukI witnosH(‘d, and a ho]>e that it would be pre- 
vented in future. When snpj)(*r was f)ver, and the 
attendants had withdrawn, AU wliis)>ered th(‘S(M)min- 
ous words into the ear of his guest : Ibrahim Effendi, 
you are as yet too young at my court to know exactly 
how to conduct vourself : in time you will become 
civilised ; hut as I love and cherish you as niy own 
sou, I will give you a hit of advice ; and that is, not 
to iiK'ddle with affairs that don't concern you ; or 
you will ptTliaps find that thegrnii can bite.” 

Un one occasion, Ali condescended to give a reason 
for some acts of severity, upon which Ibrahim had 
ventured to aniinad v(Tt, Y ou are not yet acquainted 
with tli(‘ Greeks and Albanians,” said the vizier ; 
‘‘ when I hang up one of these wretches op a plane- 
inw brother robs brother under tlie very branches : 
if I burn one of them alive, the son is ready to steal 
his father 8 aslu's to make money of them. They are 
destineil to be ruled by me, and no one but Ali is 
capable of restraining their evil propcnsiti('s.” 

In 1818, a circumstance occurred, which to most 
jwrsons would have been a heavy misfortune ; but, by 
a kind of sinister alchemy, in which he was a proficient, 
Ali converted it into a source of wealth. Either by 



LIFE OF ALI PASHA. 205 

lightning, orby the carelessness of someof Sali's attend- 
ants, the new palace at Tepeltuii was btirned to the 
ground. It was some time before those about him 
would venture to conmiunicate the calamitous tidings. 
As soon as he heard them he departed from loannina, 
and never paused till he reached his native* place. < )n 
arriving, he had the satisfaction to find that the sub- 
UTraiiean chambers when* he kept his plate and 
valuables, and the garden-tower in which histn^asure 
was deposited, had esca])od tlu* fury of the flaimu 
‘‘His first care,” says Mr. Hughes, ‘‘was to issue 
proclamations throughout his dominions, stating that 
the vengeanee of Heaven had fallen upon him, ami that 
j^li had no longer a home in tin* }>Iaee of his ane(ss- 
tora : he calledl-herefore upon his loving suhjecti; to 
assist him in his distress, and fix<‘d a day on which he 
expt^cted tlieir att' ndance. At tlie time appointed, 
Tepcieni was crowded with deputies from various dis- 
tricts ; with Ins old associates and fri(aids ; with his 
children, aru^ relations of every degree. At the oiitttr 
gate of tlic seraglio the vizi<?r w:is seen seuttMl u])on a 
dirty mat, crossdeggtMl and hare-headed, with a r(‘d 
Albanian cap in his hamls to rm*ive contrihutions. 
He had bevn cunning enough to wnd beforehand t<j> 
Beveral of his rtitainers, fnmi whose }>overty little 
could be expected, large sums of money ; which they 
now brought and restored to him as if they luul been 
voluntary ])re8cmts from their own stores. AVhen 
thtjrefore any bey or primate olfeRal a sum less than 
his exjiectations, he compan‘d his nig^^ardly avarice 
with the liberality of others, who miiHt nave deprived 
themselves even of the necessaries of life for his sake ; 
refusing the present in the following terms : “■ AVhat 
good will this do to Ali, a man afUicU^d by the divine 
vengeance ? Take it back, inurrie, take it back, and 
keep it for your own necjpities.** 8uch a hint was 



LIFE OP ALI PASHA. 


'266 

quite sufliicient to double or treble the cDutribution ; 
and by tlu.-se means he collected a sum of money 
which enabled him not only to rebuild the seraglio, 
but to add ve ry considerably to the* treasures in his 
garden.” crown the whole, he carried to Joannina 
some of the females of his 'ie])e]eni seraglio, and sold 
tluun to his familiars ; assi^ninj^’ as his reason that 

w^as not rich cnougli to keej) such a number of 
slaveys. 

While All was thus occupied be diduot neglect his 
paramount obji'ct of making bims(‘lf inastiT of Parga. 
As in Ills (^Fcsall means vsiTt* good wddeh were calcu- 
lated to accomplisli liis purpose, be did not lu'sitate to 
descend to fraud. Among his siuisti'r practices was 
the procuring a memorial, in tb<? sba|le of a petition, 
praying tlu^ Porte to take Parga umler its immediate 
jurisdiction. This docauneut purported to be signed 
by fifty of tlie Pargliiot<‘s ; a fi'W of tlu' names be had 
obtained bv' briiierv, the rt'st lie bad forged. This 
attempt was dideatiMl Ijy CTcnerai Camplndl. At the 
name time the vizier’s agents were active at London, 
Corfu, and Constantinople. In tin* Ottoman capital, 
by dint of the persuasive eloqiu'iice of gold, they 
succeeded in procuring a demand from the PorL^ for 
the surri'iider of Parga. As soon ns the lord high 
commissioner. Sir I'homas Maitland, arrived in the 
Ionian Islands, tlie vizier put in j>rac‘tice alUiis arts to 
win over the new dignitary. He invited hi^ lordship, 
with his family and suite, gave them splendid enter- 
tainments, and, undtT the name of jiresimts, pelissea, 
cashmere shawls, and gold snutf-boxes, some plain, 
some ornamented with brilliants, were distributed 
among the guests. ‘‘The vizier,” says Lieutenant- 
colonel de Bosset, “ calcnlate<l on the immediate ces- 
sion of Parga, as the certain consequence of the good 
grace and readiness with yhich his offers were ac- 
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cepted ; and lie was tlio more coniirmed in his !>elief 


that the cession would be the price of them, as it 
ajipears that, contrary to the usual etiquetti^ in such 
transactions, no presents were given in return. Ac- 
cordingly, his disappointment was extreme, on finding 
himself outdone in tin* art of acquiring property, and 
for a long time he continued ti> sauit his chagrin in 

O o 

acrimonious language on the subjeet/’ Jt was jiro- 


bably while he was in this state* of irritation that, as 


we are told, he at times d(*sigiiat<rd tin* Knglisli hy 
the most opprobrious terms, and tliat a British officer 
was fired at and s(*verely wounded by tlin c* of bis 
Albanian soldiers, whom he eontiuued to employ on 
the very sjiot where they had committed the crime. 

For marly three years, the J*arghiot(‘s (‘ontiimed 
prosperous ami ha})py under the protection (d'< Treat 
Britain. Their commerei* and agric ultiin* made a 


rapid progi'es^, ami gratitude atiachefl tie in strongly 
to a }a)W(‘r whose sway was so hem‘ficiiil. It was 
md till tli(! y«'ar l^ilG that fears and dtaihts as to 
their fat<‘ were i xcited, hy no mention hc'iiig made of 
them in the treaty id Paris, which consigned to (treat 
Britain the superintendenee of the Ionian Isles, 
Twice in the eourwi of that year they sent memorials 
to Sir Thomas aMaitlaml, entreating to know* the <le- 


terrnination of Ctreat Britain as to their future poli- 
tical cxist^uiee. To tlie hast of these he verbally 
rtfplied, that he had no instructions upon that head, 
but should any Ik^ sent him, he would communicate 
them to the primates. 

At this moment the doom of Barga vens already 
scaled. As a compensation for eonmiting to the 
arrangement respecting the Ionian Isles, the l^orto 
had demanded the cession of Parga ; and, wdthont any 
commimieation what(‘Yer on the suhjwt being made 
to the Pargliiotes, withouHhe slightest attention being 
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paid to their well-known feelings, they were turned 
over by the British government to the Ottoman 
sway, or, rather, to the tender-mercies of Ali Pasha, 
All that was done for them was to insert an article 
in the treaty, that such of them as did not choose to 
live under the Turkish dominion, might emigrate, 
and sliould be remunerated for the loss of their 
proj>erty. They were allowed the melancholy pri- 
vilege of going into exile ! 

In the month of ]\farch, 1817, the secret of this 
inif|uitous compact was first disclosed to its victims. 
As a ])reliminary to the disclosure, three hundred men, 
under Lieutenant-colonel de Bosset, were sent to rein- 
force' the garrison. I'his step was not unnecessary ; 
as well to guard against j>ossil)le comhiotions, arising 
from the despair and indignation of the Parghiotes, as 
to prevent any tricks from Ali Pasha;'* which was 
the reason assigned by Sir Thomas Maitland. The 
intelligence that such an event as the cession of their 
country was ])robahl(*, filled them wdtli consterna- 
tion and despair, and tlie stnmgest explanations and 
assurances were necessary to restore their confidence. 
Fortunately, the lieutenant-colonel was an able and 
humane officer, and the sympathy which he manifested 
for the devoted jieople calmed their irritated feelings. 
Imagining that it might he economy which induced 
the Britisli to give them up, they offered^ to defray 
by a contribution the expense of protecting them ; 
but they were told that this proposal could not be 
acceded to. 

While the negotiation, relative to the sum to be 
paid for the pn>perty of the Parghiotes, was carrying 
on hy the British and Ottoman commissioners, Au 
was straining every nerve to gain jwssession of the 
place at an easier rate, and he repeatedly declared 
that he was determined not to pay a single para to 
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the inhabitants/' To sow di^st'nsions and purtdiaso 
partisans among tho Parghiotcs, to oxcit(? animosity 
against the English *as their betrayers, to poison their 
bread and water, to prt‘vt‘nt their procuring snp]dies 
of provisions, to introduce secretly a number of his 
adherents, and to blow up the ])owder magazine in tlie 
citadel, were among his atbanpts and proj(‘cts, and, 
to second them, he increased his force in tin; vicinilv 

t 

of the town. This state of things, and the uncertainty 
as to their fate, were highly detrimental to the welfare 
of the peoj>le. All stimulus to exertion Ix'ing thus 
taken away, commerce and airrictdtnre languished, 
employment for the humbler class was no long(T U) 
be obtained, and th(‘ scarcity of suhsistenta* began to 
border upon famine. In this (extremity th(‘ In^d of 
tho church and the })uhlie functionaries gciHTf>iisly 
ren()unc(‘d tlw‘ir emoluments, and tin’ more (»pulent 
citizens rais<'d a fund, for the j>urpoH(' of jmrehasing 
grain at Corfu, ainl ndieving the poor. 

The reader has alr«‘ady in the early part of 
this chapter, tlu^ exbait of territory which was occu- 
pied by the Parghiotcs. Tin? ]>o])ulation consisted of 
4,(100 souls. According to the admission of their 
enemi<‘s, the number of hous(‘s and cottages was 809 ; 
of olive trees, 80,447 ; of wild olivtrs, 9,48(» ; of orangi? 
and citron trees, 20,082 ; of other fruit trcis, 10,012; 
of Valona^oaks, 510 ; ht^sides vineyards and cultivable 
lands. This estimate doc^s not includ** the church and 
coqK)ration estates, and the possessions of the local 
government, nor the lands not cultivated or built 
u[>on, for all which the Turkish commissioners obsti- 
nately and inequitably refu»(‘d to allow' of any com- 
ivnsation, though most of it w'as the privab.^ property 
of difftTent families. The I\'irghiobJ« remonstrated 
against this injustice ; but no attention was paid b) 
their remonstranct*®, 1 fact, they were not suffered 
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to take any part whati'ver in the proceedings by which 
tlieir lieldB and dwellines were transfem‘d to other 

O 

ow^ners. 

The negotiation was pr(>tracti.‘d through a period of 
nearly twH> yeai*8. Ali seems to have studiously spun 
it out, in the liopi^ perliaps, that circiiinstanees might 
arise to put Parga into his hands, without the neces- 
sity of Ids drawing his ]>urse-8trings — an operation 
which he.mortallv luit<*d. The value at which the 


Parirhiotes ('stiinated all that thtjr U^rritorv contained 


was .£'500,000 ; an estimate wliicli can hardly he 
thought t'xorhitant, when we cousidtT that of tiTcs 
alone there wen? P27,00(>; three- fourths of which >vere 


among tlu' hnest olive tre<‘s in the world. As, how- 
cvei.v this (‘stiinate was liehl to whollv inadmissible, 
British agents on one side, and Turkish on 1 lie other, 
WTre ap])ointed to make a th‘w ont‘. The former 
reduced the sum to ii^7G,000: the latt(‘r, w’ith an 


imptidenee which was almost ludicrous, to .P»56,756. 
At length the bargain was closed by the lord high 
commissioner coiisimtiug to nreivc* the sum of 


£l*50,(U)(kas an equivaU nt for all that ’was to be given 
up by the Parghi(»tes. It miglit have been suj»poscd 
that the whole of this ]dittance would b(‘ paid to them ; 
but, no ! a deduction of nearly £8,fK)0 was made to 


obtain the payment in Spanisli (hdlars insb^ad of 
debns(*d Turkish coin; though the original 'nileulation 
had Ina'n in dollars, and though justice re(pdn*d that 
tlio claimants should not be defrauded with base 


money. As if thi.s wen‘ not enough, a fifth part of the 
sum was orden^d to he wiihludd, till the expense of 
the commission, and of the freightage of the spi^iio 
in a British frigate, should have been ascertained 1 
While this lingering treaty was on foot, strenuous 
attempts to dissuade the Parghiotes from cmigratiug 
were ma<le by llamed Bey, the Turkish comiuissioner, 
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and by other a<jentb of Ali ; for, though nominally 
the Ottoman representative, I lamed was, in reality, 
one of tlie vizier s instruments. Th(‘se atteTiipts were 
fruitless. 80 detested were even the "rurhs of Ila- 
ined’s retinue that, though thev were doHirons to win 
popularity by J^aying largely for everything, no wliop- 
kcep(T would stay in Ids slio]) wlien one of tliem en- 
tered it, and it was <tnly in obedience to an offnaal 
order that they W’onid sell anything to them. AV’hen 
th(‘ Parghiotes \V(‘re <*all(‘d, one hy one, hefon^ the 
eommissif»ners, to sav whether tli(‘V would remain, 

'4 ^ 

thev unanimous! V declared that, even w(T(^ thev to 
lose all th<‘y poss(‘ssed, they wonl<l abandon their 
countrv, and would disinter and take with them the 
hon(‘8 of their jwiei'stors, tluit thost' sacred relies might 
not be profaio'd by tin' worst enemies of their rac<\ 
‘"One of tljem, named Attanasia Olotzoni, who was 
dt?af and dumb, having had explaimil to him tho in- 
terrogatories as to tin,* course lie pnrpos<’d to take, 
indiiniantlv tnni(‘<l to tlie Turki'<]i ('oinmissioner, and 
gave him to undt'rst-iTol, hy the most eiuTgetic and 
unequivocal gostureH, that he would le vt'r remain 
under the dominion of the Ikisha, wlio only Hf)nght 
to retain the pe<q>le in order to <‘iit tlieir thnjats ; 
then pointing to the Pritish Hag, whioh was floating 
on the citadel, he voljeintarllv testidt'd that violence 
aloj»e couhj withdraw them from the j)rotection whieli 
they now enjoye<l/* 

The dnaaded moment at last arrivc'd wljcn British 
prokH'tion was to ext(*nd no fartlh^r'than to (‘liable the 
Parghioto to rHreat.in safety. On tin? 9 th of April, 
1819 , it was notified to tln-m, hy a ])roelamatiou from 
8ir Thomas .Maitland, that he had rmdved t(» admit 
part of AliV troops into the temtory of Parga, and 
bat ftiieh of the citizens as wished to emigrate should 
be furnished with the means of embarking. 
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tidings, and the simultaneons march of the Albanian 
army, excited a terrible ferment in the minds of the 
peojde, wlio with one voice declared, that if a single 
Turk entered their boiindaries before tljoy had quitted 
the city, they would put to death their wives and 
children, and defend tlumiselvos to the last extremity 
against any force, whethiT Turk or Christian. 

The closing scene cannot be Ixdter described than 
in the animated lanmiaoe of Mr. I Jimlies, Th(^ Kn<X“ 
lish commandant, perceiving by their ]U’eparations that 
this resolution was fix(‘d, d(‘spatched information of it 
to the lord high coinmissioner, who instantly sent to 
expostulate with the Parghiotes. When the British 
officers arrived at l^arga, th(‘ inhabitants were disin- 
tciTing the bones of their aiu'cstors from the churches 
and'ct'ineteries, and burying them or burning them 
in S(‘cret places to prevent their profanation by the 
Turks. The primates, with the proto-]>apas at their 
head, assured the officers that the meditated sacrifice 
would he immcdiat(‘ly executed unh^s they could stop 
the entrance of the Turks, who had already arrived near 
the frontier, and eftectually proU'ct tluar embarkation. 
This a]>peared to ho no idle thrt'at, and fortunately 
means >vere found which prevailed with the Albanian 
commandant to lialt Ids forces: in the mean time the 
(ilusgow frigate, which had been s(‘nt from Corfu, 
having aiTived,the embarkation cominenceil ; and then 
this brave people knelt down to kiss for tl'ie last time 
the land which gave tiiem birth, and watered it with 
their tc^ars : some of them carried away a handful of 
the soil, to be a solace in their misfortunes, an inlierit* 
ance to their children, a memento of their wrongs, 
and a stimulus to the recovery of their country : 
others took for the same purpose a small portion of 
those sacred ashes, which had been once animated by 
the spirit of their forefathers, and many carried away 
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the bones wbieli tlicv had not time to burn. ’When 

♦ 

the bands of Ali I^asha rcaehed tlu^ Malls, all Mas 
8<ditude and silence. The eitv, as it has been ob- 
served, received its infidel garrison as Babylon or 
Palmvra salutes the Christian trav(*ll(‘r in the dcscTt 

V 

— nothing breat]i(‘d, nothing moved ; the houses vs ere 
desolate, tlie nation was extinet, the bones of <he 
dead Mere almost consumed to ashes, M'hilst the only 
sign that living creatures had b<‘<ui there M’as the 
vsmoke sloM’iy ascending from the funereal piles/' 


• CIIAFTKU M. 

Kxtont of Ah's l)<niunioitft — l’<*|oi]!iti<in of »hrtn“" i hfliciilty 
tiio 1‘ojMilatiori — uiol SiuiitCrt A 
hull', (tf Mo! 0‘\ wno oiuj'loyol 

Aii — “Hih CoiKlurt to .\jrolo — ('hUhekH — I 

iiioItT llic Tiaiiu' of Ko^Olnticojs — Threat Uhvd b\ Ali — Militun 

» X 

Foret* of t)>c Vi/ur — VigiluiKe ol his Folice urul Sj/ieii — 
jK)sitioii of Ail’s — 111!' Slate tlfhcerH — H jr F.t 

MiXtutf of ^f;»^ouflecIu:c ami Meannexf* in iiis l>vvellingh. 

Wk may now' be considerotl as having arrived at the 
period Mhen Ali ha<l obtained the summit of liis pro» 
spurity. H< re, then, we M'ill pause a w'hilc, from 
describing his actions, to give a view of the extent of 
his territor^% anti its population, his rtrveiauts, re- 
sourcc‘s, and militar}^ establishnienth, and to collect 
into one group the various sketchc^s, of his personal 
appearanc(‘ and intellectual qualities, Mdiich have been 
drawn by intelligent travellers and residents at his 
court. 

The dominions of Ali formed, in extent, no incon- 
siderable kingdom. They included all Kpirus, a full 
half of Albania Proper, a large part of Thessaly, a 
portion of Macedonia, and the whole of Western 
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Greece, from beyond the Late of Ochrida, on the 
north, to the Gulf of Lcpanto on tlie south, and from 
Mount Pindus to the Adriatic. 

The amount of the population over which liissway 
extended, it is impossible to state with any degree of 
certainty. The im^ans of forming an estimate, which 
are UHiially abundaTit in civilised countries, can 
scarcely he said to exist in Turkey. Regular census 
there is none ; and the other statistical documents 
of a similar kind are calculated only to tnislead. 

The < )tt<unan government/' observes M. dc Vaii- 
doncourt, ‘‘ having imposed under the name of 
karatch, or capitation tax, a tribute on the Kaias, or 
tributary persons not being Mussulmans, the estimate 
of tJus most nunuTous class of the Ottoman states, is 
usually estahiished in the treasury regisUTS of the 
empire, in conformity to the produce of this impost. 
No one, however, can fail easily to conceive what 
great obstacles arc opposed to tlie exact distribution 
of the kfiratch. Two causes tending to a contrary 
result are opposed to each other, and concur to render 
the produce uncertain, arbitrary, and disproportioned 
to the exact amount of the population, which ought to 
serve as the basis, 1'he first is the natural resistance 
of the Raias, who, through personal interest and na- 
tional hatn*d, swk to lessen their number, in order to 
diminish the impost. The second is tjie spirit of 
rapacity so congenial to the Turkish agents, who 
endeavour to collect the karatch from the natives 
even when absent, and who frequently for seTcral 
years continue the same names on the list of 
assessments. The excessive lazim*ss of the Osmanlis 
prevents them from keeping exact check rolls in 
each canton, and setting down the changes from 
one year to the other ; whence the exaction of the 
karatch always excites discussion between the col- 
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lector, wlio insists on the increase of births, and the 
tributaries, who persist in a diminution on account 
of tlie deceased and absent. 

In e^eneral, these conttmtions (‘lul in an impost in 
mass, which the tributary subjects afterwards divide 
amon^ themselvc^s. 8uch a town usually paid the 
karatch for ten thonsand souls, wlnm, by a present 
made to the collector, it is now )>erha])s only rated at 
nine thousand, or, on the contrary, through an arbi- 
trary act, it j)ossib]y may be ass(‘HHC(l at twelve thou- 
sand. Hie latter is the case of almost all tlie cantons 
d(^pcnding on Ali Pasha. It may with certainty be 
(‘stablished, that (^verv canton which he favours, or is 
in any way independe nt of his o])prcssions, is rated, 
in its r( turns, bt?Iow its real po])u!ation ; wlxTeat^the 
contrary happens in those places wlicre he governs in 
an absolute manner, or which lie has it in view to 

With regard to the Mussulman subjc^cts, it is 
still m(jr(‘ difhcult to ascertain tluar exact number; 
because, being exonijit from all domiciliary visits, the 
registers of the Cadis, that is when they have any, do 
not contain more than voluntarv dcflunitionHor noiui- 
nal returns; whence, as the Mussulmans liave no 
karatch to pay, and their vanity h^ads them to exag- 
gerate tlie number of the inembeis of their families, 
particularly of tlndr diildren, their population is thus 
liable to be overrated." 

Under such circumstances, any ^tatcmc'iit of the 
numl>ers of a peojilc can be nothing more tliaii an ap* 
proximatioii. M. Pouqueville calculates that a mil- 
lion and a half of souls were under the sway of Ali, 
Dr. Holland l>clievcs that this calculation is below the 
mark, but that an estimate which should exceed two 
millions would probably err as much in the other 
extreme. The most populous portions of his tcr^ 
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ritory/" says Dr. Holland, ‘‘ arcMinquestionably some 
of the districts in Albania to the north of loan- 
nina. In Thessaly, and the country southward to the 
jl^ulf of (^)riiith, the population is less considerable ; 
in the ancient Aearnania and Etolia, the country is 
very thinly peo]ded, and there are no towns of any 
importance.'' Su])])osing the dominions of Ali to have 
extended two hundred miles from north to south, and 
one hundriMl from east to west, (which suj)p()sition is 
not wid(U)ftliefact,) the lowest chtimate oives seventy- 
live persons, and the highest one hundred, for each 
square mile. 

Tin* exact amount of tlie revenue wliieh Ali drew 
from th(> c(uintrv, is no less dltlieult to ascertain than 
the ^number of the c(Uitrihutors ; fof he followed no 
lixcil ride in the repartition and collection of his 
inqM)sts. It was (a'rtainly large. lu>r him alone the 
liarv e.sts ripcaied, the flocks bore their fleecy loads, and 
the vine disjdayed its golden clusters. M. dt; Vau- 
iloncourt considers his annual revenue to have been, 
on an average, between six and seven hundred thou- 
sand ])(ninds. His tribute to the Turkish government, 
wdiieh lie always regularly paid, is stated to have been 
eighty thousand pounds, and an equal sum was yearly 
expended in l)rihes and presents to the ministers of 
the Divan. His clear income was, therefore, little 
if at all short of half a million sttTling. TJie revenues 
of his three sons, and their children, wa re said, in 
1817, to l>e about six hundred thousand pounds. 
The hoards of treasures which he had amassed, and 
which wa*re all in Venetian gold, must consequently 
liave been immense. All the precious stones and 
pearls which he could hear of, in the countries under 
his sw^ay, he appropriated to himself. He possesstMi 
vast collections of watches, valuable clocks, gold and 
silver vessels, and immexisc magazines of goods of 
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vaults ; into those vaults no one but himself was 
allowed to entiT. The produce of his o-wn private 
domains was of considerable magnitiuh' ; of shee}) 
alone he had about fifty thousand. 

To what may be called the n'gular branches of hi« 
revenue, among which may be reckoned a tax of ten 
per cent, on the ])rodnce of land, an arbitrary tax on 
towns and cities, an import and ('X]>ort duty of six ptT 
cent., a ten per cent, duty on propiTty deli'nnined in 
a ca.se of comiiKTcial or (*ivil litigation, and the as- 
sumption of a right to the posse.ssions of those who 
died without male heirs, must be added the resources 
which he derived from confiscations, ( xactions, arbi- 
trary droits, fin?s, and commulatit.’ns of jx nalties^ all 
levied according to hi.s own ea}>riee, ICveii these 
were not .sufficient to .satiate his lust of aecnnuilation. 
1 1 is rajiaeity extended to everything, and to gratify it 
no pretext was too frivolous ort(<omean. If a ukt- 
chant arrived in his dominions with goods, he wouhl 
.send for liim, examine his Ham])les, affect fair dealing, 
and then purchase the articles at a price arbitrarily 
fixed ])y hiuKSelf. The wares thus honestly l>onght 
were as honestly sold. A few .H])eeinui)S of liis talents 
in this way may be amusing. J laving purchased, at 
a very h»w ratt\ a carjjfo of damaged coffee, he sent for 
some colfe%-dealers and dews of loannina, asked th<^ 
jwice of cofiee, and was told that, including freight 
and duties, they could not sell it for hss than four 
and a half piastres the pound. '' Well/' said be, T 
have some excellent cofiee whieii 1 will sell you for 
five piastres, by which you will avoid all irouldo and 
risk.'* — Please your higbnt'ss," replied the unlucky 
dealers, we have a great quantity at this time on 
hand, and it is quite a drug in the market/' — (yet 
out, you homed rascals/' ^xclaimed Ali, yon shall 
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buy it for six and, as it would have been somewhat 
dangerous to contend with a despot, for six piastres 
the damaged coffee was accordingly purchas(‘d. On 
a similar o. casion, lie sold several hundred dozen of 
worthless sword-bladcs, which he had obtained for a 
trifle, because, on account of the badness of their 
inanufacttiring, no one else would l(X)k at them. 

One of the inodes which Ali employed to fleece his 
subjects was to miikc. ])rcsents to them. One morning, 
the mother of ^Ir. Jlughes's host ran up to him, 
('lying and crossing herself, and imploring him to 
interfcTe in her behalf witli the l*asha. lie was 
astonished to hear, that her aflliction was caused bv 
the Pasha having just sent her a present of t(‘ii kiloes 
of ^dieat ; but his ast(»nishm(‘nt was Soon removed by 
tlio by-standers, who informed him that this onerous 
present must be ackuowledgtHl by her sending twice 
the market price of it, and that the inessengtT was 
then in tlie house waiting for tlie money. In like 
manner,'’ says Mr. Hughes, ‘‘he bouglit a large assort- 
imnit of watches made to sell, as well as suutf-boxcs, 
rings and toys, from a travelling Geneva merchant. 
He then se nt for the archbishop of loamiina — ‘ Here 
is a watch for you, very beautiful, and very excellent: 
1 expect that to-morrow you will make me a present 
of sixty s< quins.’ The two Greek primates next re- 
ceived each a gratuitous snuff-box, and almost every 
Gn'ck possessed of wealth and reputation in the place 
was gratified by his sovereign’s gracious condi^sc'cnsion 
and a present, with which, after receiving it in silence, 
lu‘ touched his forehead and lips, in token of res|)ect, 
and departed.” 

When one of his rich vassals died, Ali was on the 
alert to grasp at least a part of the deceased’s pro- 
perty, and he did not hesitate to resort to the most 
unblushing fraud and forgery to accomplish his pur- 
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pose. Neither justice to the heir, nor respect to the 
memory of the dead, was allowed to stand iii his way. 
Ali had long treated as liis bosom friend, and had 
rarely passed a day without desiring the society of, 
a wealtliy and benevolent mercdiant of loannina, of 
the name of Anastasio Arirvri Bretto. Anastasio, 
however, had boon buried but a few days before the 
Paslia called Nicolo, the son of the dec('ase<l, into his 
presence, ostensibly to coiKh)le with him on the loss 
which they had both sustained. ‘"At the conclusion of 
tii(^ conference/’ says Mr. lluglu^s, ‘‘Ik; took occasion 
to introduce the subject of his father's will, (expressing 
liis entire satisfaction that his old friend liad remem- 
bered liiin in it, since Ik; imdei'stoud that lut had W- 
queatlu'd him !lll his fine lands, gard(?ns, and orange 
groves, in the vicinity of Arta, al(‘gacy which he had 
iii(le(‘d always prouiist'd him daring his life-time. Poor 
Nieulo wiis struck >vith consternation, being deprived 
at one blow of the best part of his inheritance ; he 
just ventured to observe, that he had not remarked 
any such item in his fathers testament, although he 
certainly liad be(|ueatlK.‘d to his liighness a diamond 
ring of great value. At tht*se words the viziers 
countenance chang(;d suddenly from that serenity in 
which he had studiously clothed it ; and lie declared 
vehemently that a son who thus violated the respect 
due to so excellent a father, in lu^gleeting to fulfil hi» 
last promise's, was not fit to live. Nieolo began now 
to tremble for his h(;a(i, a possession upon wliich he 
set a still greater value than his land ; he was there- 
fore glad to apfKjase the tyrant's wrath hy a speedy 
compromise, and humbly besought him to accept 
lK)th of the Arta estates and the ring, since the inten- 
tion of his father was perfectly citw, although, most 
unaccountably, no document respecting it had been 
discovered. 
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One great engine of opju’ession, which Ali used for 
the purpose of swelling his landed possessions, and of 
course liis coffers, was the system of chiflicks. In 
Albania all the villao:es are either free villas or chif- 
licks ; the fonne*r of which we may consider as lease- 
hold or coj)yhold holdings, the lattt^r as tenancy at 
will. Eacii free villa is divided into portions, accord- 
ing to the number of proprietors ; of the ])roducc 
a tenth part is due to the sultan, for the maintenance 
of the spaliis, a kind of yeomanry cavalry, but liable 
to foreign service, (dther in person or by deputy. 
The portions of indigent owners were bought by Ali, 
and those propritdors who wore not poor enough to be 
tempted to sell this birthright for a mess of pottage, 
lie 8t)on contrived to make so, or t.) drive to such 
desffair that they were glad to buy (piic t at the ex- 
pensi^ of suiTcnderiiig their j)ro})crty. IJis first step, 
in this case, was to double the imj)ost which was 
))ayable to the Sultan. To govern tin? village, and 
roc<‘ive the taxes, he then apjminted a halouk bashw% 
with a part) of soldiers who were paid by the unfor- 
tunate inhabitants : the lattcT were also loaded with 
the expenses of lodging and hoarding all civil and 
military officiTs, soldiers upon the march, and travel- 
lers, wlu'thcr natives or foreigners, who wore furnished 
wdth a bonyourdee ; nor was any transfer of land 
allowed to be made without the vizier’s j^ermission, 
which, as may well be imagined, wOvS not easily 
ohtiuned. If all this was not sufficient, Albanian 
troops were sent in succession through the district, to 
live at friH) qinarters on the inhabitants of the villas. 
The result of this night-niaro pressure generally was, 
that the imjwverislied proprietors were driven to 
throw up their frt't' holdings, and to become chiflick 
holders, or, strictly speaking, serfs of the worst kind ; 
liaving to pay not only the Sultan s tenth, but also 
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two parts out of three out of the produce of tlie soil, 
reserviug to themselves for tlieir sub.sistc'nee only the 
scanty remainder, and being subject to removal when- 
L‘ver, and to what fjuarter soever, their tyrant pleased. 

Another item of his revenue was that which, not 
always unjustly perhaps, lie called 3^e8titutions. It 
was a levy upon those wh(» had ever had the manage - 
ment of money for him. He seems to have thought, 
with Ilamh't, such olti(aa’s do the kinix best service 
ill the end : he keeps them, like an ape, in the corner 
of his jaw ; first montlu'd, to be last swallowed : when 
he needs what you have gleane<l, it but Sfjueezing 
you, and, .s]ionge, you shall be dry again.” 3h*ing in 
want of a buudred bags, (about four thousand 
poiimls), his sort Muuetar ap]>lied to Ali’s Jew stew- 
ard, to advance it. 'iJie Jew, however, whose avarice 
overcame his pnuh'nee, protested that he had no 
money, and therefore could not com]>]y with the 
request. Mouctar was irritated by tbe ndnsal, wdiich 
he probably knew to be fomuled on an nntrntli, and 
ho complained to his father. All immediatt ly sent 
for the Jew, and, after having reproached him hu’ not 
confiding in his mast(T’s son, he add(Ml, “ Hark yc ! 
you have now bcHui twenty years in rny service, and, 
according to a very moderate calculation, you must 
have robWd me yearly of five bags ; you shall there- 
fort? instancy jiav me a hundn'd hag>?.” He wound 
up this pithy 8])ecch by his accustomed ominous warn- 
ing, which no one dared to disregard, ‘‘ Do what I 
command, or the hlack serp^ nt shall cat your eye8 
out/’ The black snake was too fonnidable to be en- 
countered, and the disconcert<‘d Jew was obliged to 
submit quietly to th(» loss and disgrace of gi^dng, or, 
as his employer deemed it, refunding the hundred 
bags. 

Nomode of raising money was disdained by Ali. 
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To pay his tradosmen, he is even said to have often 
drawn bills at sight upon persons who owed him 
nothing ; and these drafts, such was the dread which 
he inspired, were always duly honoured. 

Ali was his own treasurer and financial minister, 
lie had, indeed, a nominal treasurer, to issue money 
for the current expenses of the state, and this place 
was filled, in 1807, by one of his nephews. This 
olficcr, however, was nothing more than a paymaster, 
wlio was compelled to specify minutely all the dis- 
bursements from one chest of money before he was 
intrusted with the keys of another. The Jewish 
steward, who has just been mentioned, collected the 
revenue of the private domains, and paid them into 
thojiands of his master. No writteh accounts were 
kept by the pasha ; he trusted entirely to his tena- 
cious memory, seldom if ever made a mistake, and 
certainly never to his own disadvantage. 

Tlic magnitude of his revenue enabled Ali to call 
into the field a powerful military force. Tlie effici- 
oucy of that force was, however, somewhat diminished 
by the circumstance of his ai’my being composed of 
difibrent elements, which made it incapable of forming 
one consistent whole, regularly organised and disci- 
pliiu'd. First in his confidence, and constituting as it 
were the nucleus of his annv, was a body of from six 
to seven tliousand men, raised by a kind conscrip- 
tion, from among the vassals on his own domains. 
The governors of the provinces dependent on him 
were obliged, on the first rt'quisition, to furnish him 
with such contingents as he thought pro|>er to demand. 
The vassals were paid by Ali himself ; the contingent 
troops by the provinces wliich supplied them. To 
complete Ins ranks he enlisted mercenaries from all 
quarters, particularly from among the followers of his 
mountaineer beys, who cimed on the trade of chiefs 
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of banditti, and hired themselves out, first to one 
pasha and then tg another, llis military peace esta- 
blishment did not exceed twelve or fiftet u thousand 
imm employed to garrison his forts, and to secure the 
quiet and obedience of the country. In war, however, 
he could I lit treble that number in motion, Jn 1807, 
he had in arms not less than forty thousand men, of 
whom ten thousand were in the Morea with his son 
Veli, eight thousand in Lepanto, under Mouctar, ten 
thousand headed by his brother Yussuf Bey, and 
four thousand at Brevesa, commanded by his selictar, 
or sword-bearer. 

Tlie pay of his troojis varied, according to the in- 
trinsic value of the man. Experience, courage, and 
the number of •campaigns which the individuabhad 
serva'd, formed the data by which his worth was appre- 
ciated. 8omc had fiftt^iai piastres monthly ; others 
not more! than eight or nim‘ : tin* average may be 
taken at t(‘u piastres j>er month. Out of tliistho sol- 
dier ha<l to prcjvide himself witli arms and clotliing ; 
ammunition^ and a ration, consisting of two pounds of 
maize or buckwheat Hour and some V(‘getables, were 
sup]>lied by the pasha. Tlie camjiaigii of 1807, 
which lasted ten months, cost Ali four millions of 
])iastr('s for pay, and two millions for provisions, al)out 
half a million sterling. Insides tin* military stores 
which weic contributed by France. 

Of cannon, generally ill-mounted and w orse m^rved, 
he had, as early as 1807, about two hundred pierces, 
in the strong places of Ejiinis and Albania. The 
number in the fortn^sst^s of the other governments is 
not know n ; but to this part of his artillery still less 
attention was paid than to the other. Ho had a few 
field-pieces, which he received from the French 
government. At the outset they were, how’ever, of 
no use to him. ‘‘ The Turkish artillcrjinen/' says 
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general do Yaiuioncourt, “ both lazy and ignorant, 
are not susceptible of being taiiglit ; invincible pre- 
judices, a d(?ep- rooted obstinacy in favour of their 
own ancient customs, together witli an insurmount- 
able aversion for everything that is labour or study, 
prevent tin' j^ossibility of malnng anything of them.” 
Neither th(‘ strenuous ellbrts of ti»e French officers 


to (liseipliue the?m, nor even the fear of bringing 
down upon themsedves the vengeance of their rigid 
master, (;oul<l ])roduce the desired eflect upon these 


untractable animals. 


‘‘ The ])rejudiees of the Turks, 


whieli do not allow them to use instruiueuts made 


out of hogs* bristles for cleaning their ])ieces ; 
tlieir foolish dread of seeing the ainmuniiion chest 
blow up, wliitdj, indeed, tlieir want of care and 
dexterity nuiders extrenudy possible ; their great 
laziness, wliieh pn'vents them from pointing their 
piece unless in a sitting posture, and which con- 
verts the traces and all the other ap]iaratus into 
objects of t(Tror ; all tlieso united motives com- 
pelled Ali to give up the use of liis lield-])ieees.” 

At llonila, where Ali had likewise a militarvscdiool, 
lie established a eaniion foundry, which was under the 
direction of an Italian, not devoid of talent, who had 
formerly ludd a similar situation in Tuscany. The 
situation of the director was by no means a sinecure, 
in anv sense of tlie word : for he was townuaited bv 
the ra]mcity and avarict' of the pasha, wlio plundered 
him of bis tools, and refused the necessary quantity^ 
of materials. The pasha had heard that a twenty- 
four pounder weighed only 5,900 pounds, and he had 
tlie folly to n'quire that a cannon of that calibre 
should be delivered to him complete on his furnishing 
an equal weight of metal. The loss of metal in melt- 
ing, casting, and boring, he either did not or would 
not understand. His establishment at Bonila was 
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much improved by a Fremdi olficer of artilltTV, who 
Avas scut to liiin in lM)7, and who tau^lit the ^^o^k- 
men to cast uiortarH which were Kpial to any in 


Kurope. Towards thi' en<l of All’s career, his artil- 
lery wais much improved, and increased in numher, 
and h{‘ had skilful cannomvrs. 

Of powdt'r-mills AH had several ; the ]>rinci])al 
one was at Jarovina, in tln^ sanjiak of loannina. 
I'hc produce weis of a very inferior kind. Laroe 
quantities of ])owder and hall were also ]iun‘hased 
from tlie Venetians. There was a cireumstanee 
which remlenvl it impossihh* for him to make his 
annies he followed l>y r('g;uiar supplii s of ready-prt'* 
pared earlrid^o s, Kach Alhanian 8<ddier chooses 
a musket as liTs whim prompts him, and, as^the 
calii>r(‘s vary” wid(‘lv, from halh of fiv(* to those 
of eii:]jt drachms, h(’ is ohli^<‘d to form the cartrid;;^es 


himself, or to purclufc^e them. Ali had no manufac- 
tories of luusketH in his dotninions ; liis fin‘-anns 
W’ore procured from U}>p<*r Albania, or from Italy. 
JSword ])ladcs wvre imported from Upper Albania 
and Bosnia. 

j 1 is fortifications were contenipt ihle. 1 1 is country 
abounded w ith positions and towns which niight have 
been remlered im]>re| 7 nalde ; }>iit the talent of turning 
them to account was wanting. The jdans of the 
Fnaich en^^neers were neglected, and labours wdiieh 
required the scicnee of n Vauhan, a Uothorn, ora 
Cormontaigms were committed to two men, rivals in 
uhstinaev and ignoraiiet*, his selictar and an Allmnian 
nameii IVter. d’lio fort of Prevesa, on which Ali 
prided himself, was a pitiful indefensible n doubt, Ids 
castle of Litharitxa could have stopped only a Turkish 
army, and Argyro Castro, on which he im- 

mense sums, was commanded by a neighbouring 
eminence. 
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To secure obedience and tranquillity in his states, 
Ali organised a vigilant and numerous police. “ This 
police,"' says M, de Vaudoncourt, ‘‘ is not only 
severely and watchfully busied about the public 
safety; for Ali Pasha does not even spare the 
klephtcs, his ancient com])anions ; but it enters into 
tho interior of liouscs, superintends the conduct of 
the inhabitants, and its officers render in to Ali an 
exact account of the actions, conversations, and 
projects of all ; in a word, of everything that can 
interest or convey information to him. The police 
follows up the (rreeks in all tlicir relations at Con- 
stantinople, and discovers every step the y arc taking ; 
so that Ali Pasha, apprised of everything tliey wish 
to effect, lias sufficient time to frustt‘ate their views. 
All the letters which leave his dominions are read 
by him or his agt nts before they are delivered to 
the courier who is to convey them. II(‘ pays no 
more regard to the despatches of the official agents 
i*csiding at his court, and lie 0 ])( ns them all, in the 
hope of findiug out one which is not written in 
cipher. lie does not respect foreign couriers, nor 
even those of his soven?ign ; and on the first com- 
plaint he throws off the blame from his ow n shoulders 
by causing some jioor wreteli to be hanged whom 
he had taken out of his prisons, or carried away 
from the country for some grmlge or other. In 
1807 he caused three couriers to be assassinated, 
of whom tw’o were French, and he W’as extreme! v 

7 at* 

displeased in having only found letters in cipher on 
them. Ilia agents scatteixMl in various parts, and tho 
correspondence of the Greeks who arc in his service, 
make him acquainted with the principal events pass- 
ing in Europe, as well as the situatiou of the great 
powers. His own notions, and the intelligence thus 
obtained, serve him as a thermometer for his political 
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conduct, and make him decide on what connexions 
he is to form with foreign states, for he is always 
anxious to have a point of support out of Turkey. 

The political information wdiich his spies procured 
for him was of the most accurate kind, an<l was trans- 
mitted with astonish iu<if promptitude. All the reso- 
lutions of the Turkish Divan arc said to have reached 
him within a very few days of their havini^ been 
taken. The same w'as the ease with respect to other 
quarters ; so that loannina often hecauu* the channel 
through wdiicli Constantino}>le and tln^ Ionian Isles 
were informed of events which had occurred in contra! 
Europe, At the same time, Ali took especial care 
that his enemies should have little or lU) knowledge 
of his movenuftts. He not only opened all lexers, 
hut he took efleotual means to prevtut his subjects 
from making oral communications. AVithout a license 
from him, no man was ]KTmittod to leave his domi- 
nions, for howev<T .short a time, the frontiers and 
pass(!s were guar<led with the utmost diligence, and, 
to strenofthen still further the iron circle whicli was 
thus drawn roun<l Albania, tlio property of every 
fugitive w'as confiscated, and his relatives were thrown 
into prison, to be answcTable for his return. 

Yet, repugnant as all tliis is to our feelings, it 
must be owned that the Albanians had less cause of 
complaint ^hau any of their Greek neighbours. ThtJ 
power that tyrannisi'd over them would tolerate no 
subordinate oppressors; and they could not but gain 
something by ‘‘flying from petty tyrants to the throne." 
Ali might extort from them their substance, but when 
he withheld his hands tliey were at rest, for they were 
not exposed to be squeezed by a swarm of underlings. 
The peace of the country ’was also efleetually pre- 
served by the vigorous exertions of the police ; and, 
as Ali was no respecter of persons, the disturbers of 
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public tranquillity were impartially punished, no 
matter to what class or religion tluy might belong. 

The divan of Ali eonsisU d of three secretaries of 
state, one of whom carried on the correspondence with 
the Porte ; four under st‘cretaries, all Greeks, whose 
business it was to correspond with the various boys, 
agas, and govcaiiors, in the Albanian ])rovinces; two 
dragomans, or inttT])r(‘t(‘rs,both of wliom were Greeks; 
four physicians, who also acted as secretari(‘S and in- 
ter])ret(‘rs; and si'veral individuals, holdii^g no othco, 
but analogous to Knglish ])nvy-councillors, whos<3 
fidelity he had irk-<l, the princi])al of whom were 
iMez/A) Bonno, Dervish Dassan, Agha Mordari, and 
his favourite general, Athanasi \'aia, wdio ]>ossessed 
Ins ^entire confidence, was intrUvSted with all his 
secrets, and ha<i access to him even in the hours of 
Ills most perfect nliremcut. 

'I'his council is, liowever,” says de Vaudon- 
court, only constituted for tlic sake of form, and 
not one of its members dares to express an opinion 
contrary to liis. lie therein proj)Orfcs subjects for de- 
liberation, dis(‘usscs them, receives the approbation of 
the persons ]>rcsent, and then decides. 1 le is liimsclf 
his own minister in all tin* branches of adminstration, 
and his scenvtanes write down the orders dictated hy 
him, which he addresses to his various subordinate 
officers. His prodigious memory enables 1dm to enter 
into the most minute details ; and though, according 
to the custom of the Turks, he kcej>s records of 
nothing, nothing nevertheless escapes him ; and no 
measure clashes with fhe orders previously given, 
unless through the effect of a chauge of system intro- 
duced hy him in his administration, which very rarely 
happens. His indefatigable activity makt's him find 
time for everything, and no affair whatever expe- 
riences the smallest delay. He requires the same 
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activity from every one who surrounds and serves 
him, and in tliis particular he is even so extremely 
strict, that he carries things through which scarcely 
appear cre<iible. Ilia constant custom is to ordain 
what is impossible, in ordtT to obtain all that human 
nature is cnpahle of performing. As it is well known 
that he never ] wardens a non-eom])liance with his 
orders, and that he never admits of an excuse, dread 
makes his servants perform mirach^s.’* 

Tlie 8t<ate officers of Ali wore numt'rons, and in 
many instances as trivial or uscitrss as thow? which 
sw’ell the court kalendars of Europe. At the head of 
them wore th(^ Sdictar Aga, or swonl -bearer ; the 
Bairactar Aga, or standard-beanT ; the Devichtar 
Aga, w’ho carrie?i the ink-stand ; and the Mouch^^ur- 
<Iar Aga, or signet-bearer. The ]yolice guards wertr 
superintended by the (*a])i-Bal(>ukbiishe, who had a 
lodging in the palace. "Fhe Ibroghor Aga was chief 
groom of the stables ; the (/apsilar Aga master of the 
ceremonies ; the Caftan Aga threw tiie pelisse over 
such as ycere so hon(»ure<l by the Vizier ; and the 
Raclitivan Aga had the care of the silver-bridles and 
housings for tne stud. Four Shatir Agad, eiR'h hear- 
ing a sort of halhert by the sid(^ of the vizier’s horse, 
attended him in processions; two Bouchurdan Agas 
perfumed him when he went to the mosque ; the 
8hamdan j\ga preceded the wax can<lle« into the 
apartmeiit; the Sofrageebiishi set out the table; the 
Ibriktar Aga poured the w ater from the golden pitcher 
over Ali’s hands ; the M aeramage<d)ashi held the 
towels; the Peskir Agathrew^ the silken shawls round 
him and his guests ; the Caiigite biishi sm>ennt4*nde<l 
the coffee; and the Tutungee bashi the pij>e«. About 
twenty Cbasushevas, and as many Kaivasia, carried 
silver-knobbed sticks before him in procession, and 
were the porters or kec|)er8 of hk door: one of 

(f 
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the latter was always sent to act as executioner, when- 
ever a great man was condemned by Ali. The Mech- 
terbashi, or chief of the band, and the Tatar Aga, 
who was at the liead of one hundred Tatars, were 
among the high ofhcers. The general expenses were 
superintended by a liouse-steward, called Vechilhargi, 
who had under liiin a crowd of subordinate persons. 

Of j)alace8 and country residences Ali possessed a 
great numbiT. Some of them he derived from his 
second wife, a wealtliy widow, whom he married for 
her riches, and whom he soon shut up in his harem, 
where she died in obseuritv. ( )thers were wrested 
from persons whom he had either put to death, or 
compelled to S(‘(‘k for sab'ty in ilight. Several were 
erected by himself. He was not only his owiiarcbi- 
te('t, but also directc'd the furnisliing and decoratin^r of 
the apartments, and he prided himself upon his skill. 
But his works wiTe a strange and ludicrous mixture 
of splendour and meanness ; and bad taste was dis- 
played even when the most co«t^y materials were em- 
ployed. splendid saloons, where gold, vidvet, and 
embroidery, were lavished, even u])on the floor, were 
approvicbed by dark and narrow passages. Gobelin 
tapestry, liung on poles, sometimes supplied the place 
of doors; and gold ejubroidery, half a yard wide, to 
which rich friiigt's wei*e attached, was joined to cloth 
not worth five shillings a yard. If the audience cham- 
l>ers were resplendent with gilding, arms brilliantly 
inlaid, and sofas covered >vith the delicate brocades of 
Lyons, they weix? also filled with funiituro of every de- 
swiption, heapt'd together without the least taste or 
discrimination — tlie produw of his extortions either at 
home or abroad. Thus, wooden benches w^ore to be 
scon near a table of the rarest marble, and a gorgeous 
bronze clock from the manufactures of France would 
stand contemptuously by the side of its humble Dutch 
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companion. It was tlio same in the iirran^oment of 
the buildings. Close to the highly-eiahellislied saloon 
of audience might he set'll a confused range of irrc'gu- 
lar apartments, chiefly sc'rving Jis maga/.ines ft>r the 
motley ctilleetion of articles which he had obtaine<l by 
confiscation and })illage. These rejiositorics rather 
rest'mhh'd the w an houses of a broker than the maga- 
zines of a ]»rinee. In 1807, when be wanted some 
cannon to be cast, be delivered out of these storehouBes, 
several tbuusand pounds w eight of copj)er in the shape 
of kitchen utensils, AVIicm ver he received a stranger, 
or took him into his service, he Idmsclf looked outvie 
pots, j)ans, kettles, an<l otiicr things which lie intenth'il 
for the list' (d the new “Comer. liis o’^vn j>erBonal ap- 
})earance ju'esewted the same antithesis as his c tlificcs. 
Tims, at one moment lu* w'as to be seen enga/^‘d in 
this unpriiicely o(‘(aipatioii, or seated among his wH/rk- 
111 ( 11 , diseiissing iinpiirtant affairs amidst tluj din of 
hanmiers, ami, at the next, clad in the most pr(;eiou8 
stufis, wearing a euiras> glittering with diamonds, hiw 
head eov(*rcd with a richly embroidered cap, his fin- 
gel's sjau'kling with jewels of immense value, and his 
hand displaying a hnutf-hox covered with brilliantH, 
or a costly string of huge oriental j^earls. 


, CHAPTER XII. 

Chiimctcr «n<l AucctltjUd «f Ah P;.bha — Chunjctcr of Ali drawn 
by two Frtiifb Agents — CbaiHciri of IM. dc V'audoncourt— 
I*lxtraordiiiary Mtmory of Ah — )lh Manner of odri»injj»ti‘riijj? 
Justice — Character of M. PoucjncTrillr — Hrcnd exciud hy Ali** 
Vising — Abjectnt'fi* of ^otne of the (ilroiks. — Terror* ocrtusionally 
felt by All — Hu Toletancr — His hffectiun for bU favourite 
Wife Ta&iliki. 

The character of Ali Pasha has l>6en drawn, some- 
times only in outline, sometimes in a more finished 
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manner, by various persons. No Turkish governor, 
with the exception of Meheinet Ali, has over attracted 
from PAiropeans so much attention as was given to the 
ruler of Albania ; — for Pass wan Oglou and Djezzar 
of Acre^ were objects of but temporary curiosity. His 
continued success, his long possession of power, and 
the political weight wliieh he derived from his local 
situation and the circumstances of the times, all contri- 
buted to tuni the public gaze upon this extraordinary 
individual. His court was in consequence visited by 
the diplomatic agents of different nations, anxious to 
secun* his alliance, and by travellers, mostly English, 
who wished to explore his romantic and little-known 
territory, witness the barbaric splendour which he dis- 
played, and form a correct estimate of his talents and 
his crimes. 

From the portraits of Ali, delineated by the most 
intelligent of those diplomatists and travellers, wo shall 
select those in wliich the likeness is most strongly 
marked. As, in tracing the same portrait, one j)ainter 
may succeed best in one part of the countenance, and 
another painter in another part, and, from seeing all 
their works, wti may form a inort? correct idea of the 
individual than from seeing a single ])icture of him ; 
so, from the seviral sketclies of Ali Pasha which we 
shall lay before him, the reader will be enabled to 
body forth to the mind s eye a cora})lete image of the 
de8])ot niler of Albania. He will observe that, with 
respect to the principal features, the artists are in 
unison, and that each has added some traits and 
shades of expression which have been unnoticed by 
others, by the union of all w’hich tlio resemblance is 
made perfect. 

The first attempt at this kind of portraiture appears 
to lie that which was made by two French officers, 
who were sent to Albania, by Napoleon, for the pur- 
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pose of obtaining political and military information, 
relative to tliat countrv' and its master. ‘‘Ali’' 

•r " 

say tliey,‘‘ is fnnn fifty to fifty-five years (jld, but d{H^s 
not exhibit any traces of a premature old ag(‘. Ilia 
manly and open face is marked with decided featiires, 
which strongly ex])ress the passions which agitate him. 
Having tlu^ most p(Tfect command over his ]>hyHi~ 
ognomy, his glance is H‘ductive, and Ins \vc‘ll-pra(*tised 
smile indicates a s(mtiment the very reverse of that by 
which h(‘ is affected ; hut when indicting punishment 
he is unahle to control his anger, winch manifestH 
itself by a terrible convulsion of his f(‘aturcH, indica- 
tiveof the violence of his character. He is hravt* to 
an extnane : his arms and hrtast are covered with 
honourable scars. Steady in his plaii'^, if ev(T he iinds 
himself c<iinpelled hycireumstanees to d(*viate from the 
line h(‘ has trac(‘d out, lu‘ returns to it again and again, 
and nev(‘r loses sight (d his object until it b<' attained. 
Kxtrenu'ly attentive to the convulsions which agitate*, 
and the disasters which shake, the Turkish empire, h(> 
with the utmost dexterity avails him 8(‘lf of the weak- 
m*ss of the goveniment, to exbmd his froutiiTs, ami to 
occupy advanced posts. Strong in the self-di votifyii 
of his creatures, and in the jmwcrful friends whom he 
subsidises even in the Hivan, the Porte itself, aware 
of his n*sources, finds it expedient t<^) conciliate his 
firiendship. * While aiming at actual indc|vcndenc(*, he 
never fails in the payment of tribute, certain that with 
money the favour of the Ottoman is always secure. 
He is fond of repeating that lie is the modern Pyrrhus 
(Bourrhous, as he pronounces it). In fact, if the gene- 
rosity and elevation of character, so prominent in 
Pyrrhus, be wanting, AH at least possews all his 
activity, restk^ssness, discernment,* and rapid nn/,//- 
both in the c.abinet and in the field ; but his 
iH>licv has far greater stability. Ali is never lulled 
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into a falso security. Superior in knowledge and ex- 
perience to the other paslias, ho is continually awake 
to what is passing in Europe: the newspapers arc 
translated to him ; and it is rarely tliat a foreigner 
passes through his dominions without being intro- 
duced to Ali, who never fails to glean from him 
some information : the various political events which 
aifect the amicable nEations of sovereigns are also the 
frequent subjects of de(‘]> reflection and acute investi- 
gation. The whole of his military establishment is 
in a very high state of improvement. 

In the acquirement of fri(‘nds, or the destruction 
of enemies, Ali unites the arts of political craft to the 
other powerful means already in his possession. Far 
fron. annoying the agas, by repressing their extor- 
tions, he permits them to continue their pecula- 
tions witli impunity*. Hence, thenTore, it is that 
tlic greater ])art entertain for him all the devotion of 
fanaticism." 

As the two officers had many objects to investigate, 
and comparatively but a small time for the perform- 
ance of the task, that re[M>rt is of necessity incomplete. 
An f)pportiniity for more close and deliherate olyserva- 
tion was possessed hy Colonel de Vandoncourt, an 
intelligent and well-informed French officer, wlio was, 
for a considerable period, in the service of the Alba- 
nian ruler. “ The basis of tlie character of . \li Pasha," 
says IVr. de Vandoncourt, ‘‘ is falsehood and ambition. 
These two propensities, of which the last is a devour- 
ing passion, and the first a habit and a want, have 
mutually served each other as an aliment and support. 
In him thev have called forth and nourished all the 

** This assertion is Certainly cn'onceus. Ali did not suffer any 
tyrants and exactors but himself. At least, if he ever did sufft ! 
a. it must have been in the early part of his reign, before he 
thoroughly fixed in his scat^ 
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vices wliicli can insjnrc liorror into those who may 

hewme his victirns, or fear ainon^ liis most (onfiden* 

tial satellitcH, The want of inoncv, under which he 

lahoiired from the verv eomnnaieenjent of his career. 

» ■ 


and was so lone an obstacle to liis elevation, tlio ccr« 
titude which by (‘X]HTiei)e(‘ he ac<juired that with this 
pow(‘rfuI stiinnliiB venal souls are always found and 
iin])(dled to favour every s])ecie!^ <d' crinu', caused him 


early to contract the habits of avaric(‘ and rapacity. 
It is impossible to carry tluse t\V(} vices to a higher 
pitch tiiau tljcy arc found in him. His rapacity ex- 
tends to every tiling, and n-sorts to all kinds of pre- 
texts. To give is a worrl foreign to his vocahulary, 
ami a feeling estranged from his Inrsion. lie only 
seeks to ])nrrha^‘ when he is eompclled to draw^old 
from his e(»d’erH. Not a rewjird is Ix'stowed that 18 


not intended to s('duet' liim who reeidvis it, and to 
bring iu to the giver a fruit doubly equivalent to the 
amount of the n'eompense. Sometimes, nay ev(*n 
frequently, he desj)oilsthe venal agent wlu» has served 
him, and then smiles within himself at the idea of 
having punished a traitor. 

‘‘His insatiable ambition has also nndered him 


jealous and vindictive, and thes^^ two other vices have 
acquirer] in his soul all the violence of w hich so ardent 
a diameter as hi.s could rendtT them susceptible. 
Nothing t^at a]>projvoheH him is exempt from the sus- 
picions by whicli his restless jealousy is unceasingly 
agitated. His nc]>lievvs, his children, even the pertKms 
most devoted to him, thow who are generally sup- 
posed to enjoy tlie plenitude of his confidence, are to 
him more or h*SH objrTts of fear and distnist. The 
protestations of their hdolity have no credit in the eyes 
of a man w ho calls good faith a weaknt^ss in mankind, 
and a defwt among sovereigns. The fidelity of past 
services is no secure pledge for the future in the breast 
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of one who changes his conduct and connexions as 
often as his own interests require. Even the ties of 
blood arc not, in his mind, a sufficient guarantee ; 
and if any thing can give credit to the charge alleged 
against him of being tln^ assassin of his brother and 
motlier, undoubtedly it is the apprehensions under 
which he lives with regard to Ins own children, and 
the certitude with which ho affirms that, after his 
death, the youngest of his sons w ill become the victim 
of the ambition of the two eldest, and that the latter 
will TDutually st‘ek to dt‘stroy each other. 

‘‘ lie know^s only one means of securing the fidelity 
of those he employs ; that is, to obtain hostages from 
them. Even his own children are not (‘xcTupt from 
this precaution. When they departed to take upon 
themselves their respective governments, he retained 
their families under his own eye, and did not even 
conceal from them the motive of this ])revcntive cau- 
tion. The only one of his relations in whom he 
ap})ears to have confidence is his natural brother, 
Yussuf Bey, horn of a black slave in his fathers 
harem. But the niildnessof Yussuf s character, totally 
devoid of amhitiou, his admiration of Ali,and absolute 
devotion to him, and, above all, his quality of natural 
instead of legitimate son, which divests him of all pre- 
tensions and deprives him of all j>er3onal credit, have 
apj)eared to Ali sufficient motives not to fear him. 
Nevertheless, he holds him in an absolute dependence, 
keeps him at a distance from all civil and political 
afiairs, and employs him only at the head of his troops, 
where his courage and good sense render him useful. 

Tlie vengeance of Ali Piisha is implacable, and 
knows no limits either in manner or place. The only 
modification of which it is susceptible is that it is more 
cruel the longer it is delayed, or where his anger is 
more violent. Ills power, his credit, his address, as 
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well as his dissimulation, render its effects almost infal- 
lible and inevitable. His hatred increast^ with delay, 
and his memory, always present and always faitliful, 
never suffers him to for^(‘t any offence, true or sup- 
|K>stHi, which lie has to avenge, wliateverlu^ the inter- 
val that separates the dat(‘ of the act from tlie existing 
moment. A sliort }>eriod before my arrival at loan- 
nina, Ali Pasha, in causing a body of tr<M)[)sto defile 
before him at Honila, n'coguised and singled out, at a 
distance' of more than thrw Imndred paces, an Alba- 
nian soldier in the ranks, who In* jjretended had offended 
him twenty years before, I'his unfortunate man had 
been arn'sted at tlu* time, and pbmg(‘d into a (hingeon. 


but by some lueky occurrence liad (‘ffeettnl his e‘<ea|>e. 
After wainh ring alemt in several j)rovince« of (i^‘ece, 
he at length (‘iillsted among the troops of a hey who 


enttTcd into tlie service of Ab Pasha. 


The inex- 


orahle Ali })ut him to deatli. Another example of the 
astonishing memorv of this extraordinary man took 
place in my pn'Mcnoe at Prevesa. An individual 
belonging to Liapis had heen arrested and brought 
iKjfore Ali, who always filled the office of judge in the 
places where he chanced to be ])rewnt. The Pasha 
himself cited all the trait-^ of brigandage of which this 
man had hticn guilty, stating tlie dates ami the narnt^s 
of the persons who had lx*!*!! victims, and did not con- 
demn him|ill after the culprit had avowed each one 
<»f the facts. The {Huiods which All r<'calle<l in hes 
interrogator)’ crnhntced a space of fiftesm years. 

^‘llis dissimulation is impenetrable to one who 
knows liim not by his actions, or who diK*8 m»t judge 
him in conformity to the only basis of his intm*«t and 
ambition. It is not only blended in his words and 
protc^stations, but is also to befmmd in his demeanour 
and habits. He is an extremely hands<m3e man, and 
possessed of a physiognomy w’hich he kiiow^ how to 
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render engaging when he conceives it necessary, hut 
whicli is nevertheless liahitually soft and smiling. 


Extremely attentive in his behaviour, his address and 


manners are elegant. lie is clu)ice in his dress, and 


his garments are even sumjduous. He affects a 
dazzling luxury in the ornaments and furniture of his 
palaces, and an Asiatic softness in his liabits. He is 
continually occupied about buildings, furniture, and 
decorations ; yet this is only affectation, and the occu- 


% 


pation which he thereby gives to those wlio surround 
him withdraws them from a serious attention to his 


actions and designs. 

‘‘ His addr(‘ss is preposs(‘ssing, and even (‘iidearing: 
his countc'iiance wears the impression of frankness and 
hom^sty, and particularly of a profound wheedler, who 
could not be suspected if his h'aturi's had not some- 
thing of a studied sameness. Indeed, in his» counte- 
nance the expression of any on(‘ of thejiassions which 
agitat(’ him within is never to be read ; jealousy, fear, 
hatred, and vengeance, are there confounded under 
the form of a cloudless satisfaction, and under the soft 
expression of an irreproachable conscit‘nce. ]Moderatt% 
and even obliging in his (‘Xj>ressions ; dextrous in the 
manner of representing ohjeets ; ch’ar and methodical 
in the classification of his ideas ; gifted by nature 
with a sure logic and persuasive elo(|uence, in which 
he knows how to disguise his sojihisms ; it is difficult 
not to Ik‘ convinced or home away bv him when he 
enters into a conversation for the purpose of furthering 
some object or view. To resist bim, it is necessary 
to be possessed of a perfect knowledge of his character, 
and always to hold the picture before one's eyes ; and 
still his dissimulation is so disguised and so profound, 
that one almost ft*els a reproach for being on one^s 
guard, and acting wdth a salutary distrust. 

“This dissimulation, uniform, and so constantly 
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sustaimnl, and wy»ich has been of such p^eat assistance 
in all his political operations, can nevcrtlndess be 
upht‘ld only with the grcat(‘st precaution, and by an 
unceasinfr attention to hide the springs he employs in 
order to arrive at the accoinplishnu'nt of liis designs. 
These precautions, which he has nevcT laid aside, 
funiish however a fresh proof of tlu^ egotism and 
cruelty of his character. When he has Ix^en unable 
to succeed by his ordinary means, which are to excite 
dissensions, to render discords imj)lacahle, or cause 
crimes to l)e committed hy those* very persons he has 
slugl(‘d out for his vietims — in a word, to excite all 
the ])assioris which can give rise to disorders, in order 
to avail hims(df of them either as mediator or avenger 
— In; then resofves to proceed towards his ohjoi^t by 
the most direct road. The violence of his passions, 
an<l his impatience to enjoy, do not allow him to wait 
wlu'u he heliev(*s he is possessed of the means of 
striking his blow. It is in his character never to 
delay to the next day what at the present nuonent he 
thinks he can eftect, unless iiisunnouutahlo obstacles 
com]»el him to display as much patience as he natu- 
rally evinces imy)etuosity. Wlien, tiuTcfore, he is 
under the necessity of <'m ploying an agent for one of 
those operations which he neither can nor wishes to 
avow, the care of extc'nially keeping up app(‘arancc^ 
dictates toiiim the barbarous precaution of afterwards 
ridding Ijimself of his instrument. Thus dws a 
bloody and imyvenetrable veil cover to the eyes of the 
generality of his subjects tlie ph^ts and crimes of 
their master. 

At the side of these capital vices in the character 
of AH Pasha are found some of the qualities which 
constitute great sovereigns. A yfirofound knowledge 
of the human heart, which rnakt s his choice good of 
those who are to be emph>yed near him, envies him 
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correctly to decipher tlieir respective talents, and to 
assign to them the offices most suited to their a])ilitie8. 
In affairs he possesses a perspicuity which exhibits to 
him their tendency even at first sight, and prevents 
him from being deceived in the means he ought to 
employ to cause them to redound to his advantage. 
He knows how to wait for or ))roduce opportunities 
favourable to his political views, and he improves 
them with astonishing rapidity, lie is courageous, 
and liis valour, by which ho distinguished himself in 
th(‘ first years of his political caret^r, is far from being 
extinguished. He possessc^s that calm courage which 
knows how to measure danger, and discover the 
means of escaping or resisting it in a delilxTate man- 
ner. This courage has served to sustain himself 
with so much tranquillity, as well as to ward off the 
dangers by wliich anothcT would liave been overcome. 
In order to bo secure in the midst of his subjects, all 
of whom fear, and nearly all hate him, he takes no 
visible precautions of defence ; since by a feigned 
swurity he has made to himsedf one that is real. He 
generally goes out accompanied only by one or two 
pages, one of his confidants, and a couple of soldiers ; 
and such is the dread inspired by his personal cou- 
rage, and the persuasion that a conspiracy could 
never succeed, that few attempts have been made 
against his life. A fortunate chance has unifonnly 
saved him, and even this same chance has contributed 
to his future security. 

The government of Ali Pasha may be considered 
under two aspects, viz. under that of the oppression 
he has exercised, as well as tlie cruelties he has com- 
mitted against all persons powerful tlirough their 
strength, riches, or influence, whether it was to augment 
his fortune or to rid himself of dangerous rivals ; and 
hence may it justly be called lK>th cruel and tyrannical. 
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With regard to the security tin* people enjoy, the re- 
ligious toleration accorded to the ( jn.H‘ks much more 
in his dominions than in the rest of the Ottoman ein- 


pii*e, and tin* privileg(‘s lie grants to these same Gnx^ks 
hy employing them indistinctly about his person, or 
in subaltern commands, his government is moderate 
and equitable. This a])parent contradiction is not, 
however, such in point (»f fact ; it is the immediate 
eon8i’qu(‘ncc of tlie situation in wliieh he is j)Iacx;d, 
and of the system whieli his political views have 
caused him to adopt. The provinces which now 


constitute his dominions havt^ never formed a whole, 


uniform and concisitrated round the authority of one. 

%> 


His pnjject is to bring them to this form ; but sim*c 
be considers liiirtsi-If as the true centre of action^and 
bis will as tlic only guide by which Ids subjects 
ought to act, he has lunm under tliC neci'ssity of re- 
moving everything tliat could he detrimental to this 
union ; and, l»y opposing resistamx* to everything that 
could clash with his main object, he has sought to 
create a connecting link iKjtween a variety of parts. 
Such at Iciist is the solution he himsedf giv(*8 to his 
past as well as pTX*sent conduct ; that, however, 
which might explain in a satisfactory maimer the 
inequalities and extra Nagances of his administrative 
goveniment can only he found in his ow'u character. 

A desgot through the natural consequences of 
his boundless ambition, he has no other rule for his 


government than his present will, and that is guided 
by the interest of the moment. The weak inspire 
him with neitlier fears nor jealousy; and it is by tem- 
porising with them, and even by prut(‘(‘ting them, that 
he seeks to acquire the reputation of justice and equity. 
The rich and powerful appear t<j»him as objt'Cts of 
danger, and in exercising tow'ar<is them a dcs[K)tic 
justice he at the same time satisfies hU amhi^on and 
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his ray^acity. Tho following aiic'cdotes will convey an 
idea of the maimer in which he adiniiiisters justice : — 
The chief of the small town of Metzovo was an unjust 
and grij)ing man, who availed himself of every opyior- 
tunity that occurred in order to commit vexations, 
and enrich himself out of tlieir produce. For a con- 
siderahl© time y>ast the inhabitants of this town had 
presented, or ( aused to be j>resented, to Ali Pasha, 
pi'titions against their clnef, without having been able 
to obtain his removal. In one of the circuits which 
Ali from time to time performs in his dominions, he 
at length yiassed through i\Ictzovo. The iidiabitants 
in crowds went out to meet him, and yirostrated theni- 
selves at his feet, crying out aniinan^ or mercy. lie 
caused the Huhj(;ct of this yirayer to be exydained to 
him; and when lie was told they demanded that 
their chief should he jiiinishcd with death, he assem- 
bled the y)riests, and exhorted them to engage the 
inhabitants not to sufter tbe blood of one of their 
fellow-creatures to fall ujion them. Seeing, however, 
that tbe yieople insisted, lie ordered tbe cxeeution of 
the delimyucnt, telling the inhabitants ‘ that on tliom 
was bis blood to fall;* and, in order to coniy)lete this 
byjiocritical farce, be said to those who surrounded 
him, that he was hapyiy in not being the author of 
tlie death of an individual, since lie bad been com- 
pelled to yield to the wdshes of tbe people. lie 
however took care to confiscate the proborty of the 
dtHieased to his own yiersonal advantage. 

“ Some years afterwards, having learned that the 
chiefs of one of the cantons of Zagoria, under the pre- 
text of levying by bis orders an extraordinary contri- 
bution of one Jiundix'd and fifty thousand piastres, had 
extorted considerable sums from various individuals, 
he caused t hem to be brought to his presence, and con- 
demned them to restore the money they had taken ; 
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compelling tlicm, however, to lodge the one hundred 
and fifty thou'^and piastres in his own treasury, 
thankinir them also in an ironical manner lt>r the care 
which they had taken t{» furnish him with money. 
They remained in prison till the entire sum had heen 
paid, and they were still there when 1 arrived at loun- 
nina. Pretexts of justice also induced him to rid 
himself of liis nephew, tlie same Mahmoud n'Specting 
wliom he hacl entcTod into eoiTespoiidence with prince 
Potemkin. Ik ing informed that, following the exam- 
ple of his uncle. In* luol placed himself at the head of 
a band of kle])htes, and that his jnirty had h<*(‘n in- 
creased hy se viral hicky expeditions, lie had the 
address to draw him into his palace at Litharitza, 
alone and witli^ut arms, wln re he himself kille^ijirn 
with a pistol halP. 

‘‘Ills adectatioii of protecting the Gri^iks lias tlie 
same humdation, and tiiis jirotection is, in fact, only 
apparent. It is to his interest to tem]>orise wdth them ; 
lie stands in need of their talents in order to exercise 
several liranches of the administration which he cannot 
confide to Alhanians too iirnorant, and does not wish 
to place in the hands of thel’urks, whom he mistrusts 
and hak‘s. Ihaice does he employ and grant to them 
exterior marks of his confidence. It is to his interest 
to uphold tliem to a certain degixK*, in order to be 
able, in the jirovinces >vhich arc Albanian, to oppose 
them to tlie Osmanlis wlien he thinks tin? time is 

* In thiji instance*, AH appc'ars to Im; calumniated. Mr. Hugl 
an uncxce|)lioii.'jl»le witness, dislinclly negatives the charge. ^ I 
onct'/^ fta^slic, ‘‘Bjienlan honi in that very apartment with Ali> 
chief pliyBirlan waititig for an amlience ; and this gentleman, in 
whoae arms the )onng hey expiretl, g-ivc me the pariictdar* of hi» 
death, whieli ti)e eonsequenee of a fev%r ' he informed roe that 
the vizier wris so fond of the youth that he could wcanxly l#e induced 
to quit his bed-side, ntjd sr) inconsolable at his loss, that be had 
never entered into the room from that time.’'* • 
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como to separate himself entirely from the Ottoman 
empire. Nevertheless, he fears them, because he 
knows that at the bottom they hate him. He is not 
ignorant that the Greeks would not lend themselves 
to the execution of his plans, unless to avail themselves 
of his aid, and thus paralyse the efforts of the Porte ; 
and that wliilst they at this moment flatter him with 
the title of King of Greece, their intention would not 
be to suffer him to enjoy it as soon as they had re- 
conquered tlieir own liberty. On his ])art he only 
seeks to mak(' use of tluan as instruments to attain his 
own ends, and hy no means has in view to raise these 
people to command over his Albanians. Nevertheless, 
always constant in the practice of dissimulation, he is 
surrounded by Gre(*ks, affects to speak their language 
equally well with the Albanian, and even not to know 
the Turkish language well. He enters into the details 
of their instruction, and sometimes catises the children 
of his GiHH'k domestics to repeat their catechism before 
him, and has granted them the foundation of a uni- 
versity at loannina. He draws u}» the greatest part 
of his public acts in (ireek, as well as of his own pri- 
vate correspondence, and has no ht'sitiition to make 
U8<.> of the date of the Christian era. I am myself 
possessed of several autogra])hical letters of Ali Pasha 
wTitten in this manner. He, however, tiikes the 
greatest care to prevent the Greeks from becoming 
too powerful ; ho excludes them from the most impor- 
tant posts, and particularly the military commands, 
and 18 also extremely solicitous to kei‘p them at a 
distance from his children, and to prevent them from 
gaining any ascendancy over their minds.'* 

M. P ouqueville comt5s next among the delineators 
of Ali. He had avniple opportunities of studying his 
subject ; but a prejudice, which dated fK>m hia first 
interview with the vizier, and continued to increase 
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has obviously induced him to distort the lineaments, 
and to colour them in the darkest huc«. “ Ali/' says 
he, ‘‘ had attained his sixty-second year, ^vhen 1 was 
accrediU'd to his court as consul-general ; and, these 
years, he displayed nmrksof premature old age, arising 
from the violence of his passions, of wdiieh ambition 
was the prime mover. Under the mask of a simu- 
lated mildness, I soon detected the suspicion and 
uneasiness whieh are usual amoiig men of liigh dignity 
in the East. Never treating those about hitn with 
cordial frankness ; always acting a part, or standing 
on Ins guard, because he eonstantly thought himself 
watched or threatened by those who approached him ; 
swocit confidence was always })anishe<l, c'ven from his 
familiar conversation. Fawning to tho«e who|p he 
w’ished to deceive, jinuid to thosii who wi re under him, 
his abrupt transition from arrogance to obliging 
manners, by giving something amhignous to his 
ph 3 "siognomy, ]>rcv<‘nt(Ml the existence of that calm- 
n(*ss which is customary with tlie impassible and wily 
Mahometans. Like tlnan, lioweviT, if he is some- 
tilings liberal, it is with selfish views ; and when he 
receiver presents, it is without any gratitude, because 

he is convinced that thev are offered from an inttrested 

« 

dcsigm. A cunning scrutiniser, his questions are 
insidious, his answtTS prompt and always double* 
tongued, tW>ugh probable. FtTtile in pretexts, h© 
constant!)' disguises his true motive, ev(‘n w'hcn he 
has no purj>os<.* to answ'er by concealing it. Hence 
the perjuries, the caresses, tlie jioison hiden under 
the seeming charm of his speccln^s, and even the 
tears which he can shed at pleasure to forward his 
schemes. 

It is from the centre of his niSuntains, from the 
recesses of his den, the arsenal of crime, that this 
new Cacus directs his ^ntygues, and sows dkcotd in 

X 
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distant parts. A fever of Jictivity consumes him. 
lie mixes business with pleasure ; he gives the plan 
of a castle at the same time with an order for burning 
a village. While he hears a firman read, he examines 
his steward's report of his expenses. He signs a 
sentence of death, and a marriage contract ; and 
whatever may be liis occuj)ations, they are all con- 
nected with the calculations of his avidity. In his 
method, present interest prevails over tlie more 
momentous interests of the future. In the midst of 
an important enterprise, he stops to attend to trifling 
details; and he sketches a thousand affairs without 
completing anything great or stable, bcM^ause, as he 
can do wluit he pleases with impunity, he has a right 
to rjpvcrse his rcs(dutions. Attentive to the least 
breath of popular rumour, ho* is always catching at 
news, true or false, which he reeeives without dis- 
crimination. He maintains spies in the capital ; be 
bribes creatures in tlio divan ; and he pensions even 
the chiefs of the eunuchs, that ho may participate in 
the eahals of the seraglio. He has emissaries among 
liis ntighbours, hired eut-throats, perp<?tually ready 
to strike' ; and his ten'itory is watched by a swarm 
of informers and assassins. 

^ In the presence of sovereigns,' says a modem 
author, * every thing assumes a deveptious appearance, 
'j'he roads are strewed with flowers ; thcr towns and 
hamlets are decorated, and tlie people put on their 
lioliday clothes,' In Turkey, on the contrary, the 
more announcement of a visit from a pasha excites 
fear and trembling. In vain was All preceded by 
bouyourdees of paU*mal love, in which ho assured 
the people of the districts through which lie was 
to pass that ho h^ld them near his heart, and that 
they should soon have the felicity .to kiss the duai 
of his golden boots. The news of such a favour 
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only raises cries for mercy. The inhabitants of 
the canton, wliich is threatened with a visit from 
‘ the good master,’ meet toge ther, subscribe, and 
send a deputation to ransom themselves from an 
excess of honour of whi(di they confess tliat they 
are unworthy. ‘ Can such poor folks as we are 
deserve to ho looked at by your highness ?’ they 
exclaim. If avarice hnd tludr reasons irrt'sistible, 
the visit is j)08tponed, or the route is clianged. But 
if the storm cannot Ikj averted, the necessary me^i- 
sures arc taken* The hoys, girls, and infants, whicli 
can be stolen, arc sc'iit away to sonn* secluded spot ; 
all valuables are removed, as on the ap]>roach of an 
enemy ; and the priests, and a few ine.i in rags, 
remain to do th^ Iionours of tluor village's. lui^eiid 
of acclamations, such as wait on good jjrinces, 
nothing is heard but the muttered sounds of Fly, 
the vizier will devour th(‘e and when the su})- 
pliants are a<hnittc'd to tlie honour of kissing his 
feet, their hearts are chilled by deadly fear. 

I have nev(‘r folU»wed any road previously tra- 
velled by AH Pasha, without 8 e< ing some newly lillefl- 
up grave, or some wretches hanging on the trets. 
Ills footsteps are stained with blood, and it is on 
these occasions that, to display the extent of his 
power, he orders executions equally terrible and 
unexpected* Like Tiberius, bis motto is ^ l^et them 
hate, 5 K> they 

If the journeys of the vizier are a calamity for 
the country which he governs, his administration is a 
rust which eats into its substance; for tyranny strikes 
at the vm^ roots of the social tree. Every diiy of his 
mischievous life he is up before the dawn, and reads the 
des]>atche 8 , petitions, and nwinerSus denunciatioiis, 
which are addressed to him by a j?eople whom bis 
influence has demor^ise<^ Then, closeting* himself 

X 2 
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with his secretarios, he invents fiscal operations, and 
would consider himself as losing a day of his life if he 
were to pass it without committing some extortion. 
He overloads witli taxes, statute labours, and requisi- 
tions, the villages whieli he w^ishes to compel to sell 
themselves as chifilicks, that ho may unite them to 
his private domain. AVhen he j)ays his troops it is 
with cli})ped money, and his treasurer has always 
a stcH’k of counterfeit coin. At the period of collect- 
ing the revenue he takes care to publish a tarifi*, fixing 
at less than its real value the money in which it 
is exclusively to he paid. When he sends his tribute 
to Constantinople, he calls on the merchants to furnish 
him with a certain number of golden sequins, in ex- 
chan^^c for a like sum in other coin ; and w hen they 
cannot procure the speeie w hich he requires, he dra>v8 
it from his own treasury, (‘m]>loys Jew’s to sell it to 
them, and thus makes a double profit. In sliort, de- 
scending to the slightest details of avidity, he levies 
contributions on his stew’ards, contractors, secretaries, 
keepers of his palace, magistrates, and jailers, and even 
wrests from the executioners the spoils of their victims. 

Tiie archbishops and bisliops, obji^cts of his per- 
petual watchfulness, areex})osed to p(‘riodical disfavour, 
from which tliey can redc'om themselves, only by paying 
considerable sums. The monasteries and churches 
are ruinously taxed. The codja-bashis, o^ Grwk pri- 
mates, are raist^l, are overthrown, and st?e the fruits 
of their rapine sink into the gulf wdneh sw'allow’s up 
even the hopes of the future. No one can call his 
property his ow n ; each trembles for his life, and for 
the fate of his children, which is entirely at the mercy 
of the vizier ; for, by a special refinement of despo- 
tism, he alone has the right of match-making among 
the opulent claases of society. For money, he wifi 
give tho^hand of a rich heiress to an informer sullied 
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with crimes, whom he wislics to reward ; and, with 
an unexarn])le(l excess of barbarity, he compels the 
most virtiu)«is citizens to form immoral and monstrous 
connexions. 

liy a custom peculiar to Turkey, the satrap has 
constituted himself tlu^ universal heir of his vassals. 
In virtue of tins, h(‘ seizes the pro})erty of those who 
have no male chihlnm, and makes no allowance to 
the daughters, whom he restTves to dis]>ose of in 
marriage as he jdeases. It is a natural constquence 
of tins violation of prim ijdes, that, whenever ap(Tson 
dies without direct heirs, tin* brothcTs and collateral 
relations are excluded from the siiecessien. Widow’s, 
who have no yialo otfsjiring, are driven from their 
husbands’ houses without a dowry, witliout the^^ti« 
tution of the portion wliich they brought, or of their 
apparel ; and may think themselves fortunate when 
they are not tortured, or dragged to pristm, und(T the 
pretext of their having coiieealed hills of exchange, 
je w’els, or other val uables. F riends, relations, 1 »rothcrs 
even, apprelicnsive of compromising their own safety, 
dread to give an asylum to tlu^sc forlorn widows, 
wliom I have seen reduced to sleep in churches, and 
to beg alms, after having held an honourable rank in 
society. 

Terror shuts all hearts against pity ; but — will 
it be credited ? tyranny has its dastardly fawners. 
Opulent Greeks, who know that their property will 
go to the satrap, economise, submit to privations, 
refuse to secure anything secn’tly to their relations, 
and hoard up their riches, consoled by the idea that 
it will be said, after their decease, that they left a 
noble inheritance to him w^ho their oppressor. 
Some, fully conscious of their situation, not satisfied 
with merely securing their capitals, guard long before- 
hand against all the chantes of life, and even ibticipate 
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the celebration of their funeral rites*. Others, though 
residing in a foreign country, and out of his grasp, 
reinomber him in their wills, that they may protect 
their families from his resentment. Others, again, 
driven to despair, seek to steal their property from 
him by spending their days in conviviality, and often 
outlive their fortum^s. 

Public immorality, which springs from the want 
of virtue in theliead of the government, causes encou- 
raged vic(^ to render liiin daily new homage. Accord- 
ingly, independent of the criminal hrood of informers 
and hired cut-throats, we see all the malignant 
passions direct towards the seraglio the steps of those 
whom they inspire. The gate of the cruel monarch 
is uetver closed against them, lie who cannot obtain 
the payment of a bill of exchange, makes Ali a 
present of it, that he may ruin his debtor ; a brother, 
who contests with liis brother a poHion of the paternal 
inheritanc(', makes iiis claim over to the tyrant, that 
he may render him hostile to the man whom ho wishes 
to destroy. On one side, nothing is to be seen but 
disturbances and weeping families ; on the other, 
nothing is heard but protestations of aieal, service, and 
attachment. JSome give proofs by denouncing all that 
ought to bo dearest to them : children, by accusing 
their parents ; wives, by disclosing the riches of the 
family ; and — shall 1 say it ? more than oAe priest by 
— but let me stop — ndigion has performed too many 
miracles before the face of tyrants, not to be respected 

♦ This fact li:j|>pcatrd at loannina ia 1S07. A Greek, a rich 
bachelor, whose proj;»erty after his decease was to go to tke vizier, 
knowing that his obsequies would bo performed at the expense of 
public charity, caused ihetn to be colebraUMl during his life-time. 
The ceremony took place at the metropolitan chuicb, the arch- 
bishop officiated in person, the burial service W'at chanted, and 
Ibis provident man bad, as he said, * the eonsolttion of assistliig at 
his own 
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in the failings of its ministers. But who can 
excuse the prostitution of the infamous adorers of 
tyrannical power ? In what terms can 1 describe 
the enthusiasm of a dervise, who, at the wedding of 
the viziers third son, threw himself from the top of 
All's palace, exclaiming that he ‘ invoked upon his 
own head all the misfortunes which mi^ht threaten 
the youthful bridegroom * ?' IIow can we sufficiently 
brand the stupid devotedness of a Greek, who laid 
himself down in a rut, to prevent Ali from being 
jolted ill his carriage I These facts, this prostitution 
of man, emated in tlic image of God, are the work of 
tyranny, which is never so ti*rriblc in the exeem of 
its fury as by its debasing and brutalising influence. 

Tiie formidable vizier must he approached^ith 
full hands ; it is necessary to fee his door keepers, of 
wdiose presents lie takes a share ; he must have a 
gift to grant the signal favour of kissing his feet. A 
piece of cloth, a live slicq), some fruit, will raise the 
curtain of his gilded halls. The bread of the unfor- 
tunate, the w’idow's mite, all flo%v to the seraglio : and 
nothing is ever throwm into circulation again by this 
devouring vortex. 

A lauded proprietor, a usufructuary, a farmer- 
general of the imperial domains, a custom-house 
oflicer, an extortioner, a monopoliser, Ali Pasha holds 
in his hanifS every branch of commerce and jobbing. 
To enumerate his various exactions would l>e impossi- 
ble. Sometimes they are imposed by his ab^lute 
will ; in other instances he issues circulars, in which 

♦ The Orientals are perumded that in the life of every man 
there arc unlucky hQurg, which will bring misfortune upon h}a 
peraon or his undertakings. Accorrling)/, It* building a hoase, 4 
mason ora tiler i« killed, they aay * he has met with the misfortaoe 
which threatened him/ * May the crll which hangs over you hap* 
pen to me,* it the usual oompliment piud on approaefat^ a ]»ersoti 
of conacquence, • 
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be calls on ^ those who love him ' to assist him in his 
need : and it may easily be ima^nned that he finds 
every one eager to serve him. Under the name of 
taim^ a sort of tax in kind, ho seizes upon whatever 
suits him in the public markets. At other times, 
pretending to be visited by conscientious feelings, he 
affects to pity the distress of the merchants. He 
calls them together, and says, ‘ the times are bad ; 
I know that you are not well off, and 1 mean to help 
you, by the loan of some money.' He tlien assigns 
to each individual a certain sum, the interest of which 
he fixes at twenty or thirty per cent. ^ Turn this to 
account, my children,' exclaims he, ‘ you shall repay 
me when you can.' Tlie exorbitant rate of usury 
becomes thus a new burtlien, but that the victim may 
not seem to bo rich, and to avoid utter ruin, ho sub- 
mits to this extortion, though with a heavy heart. 

“ With similar hypocrisy ho rewards the ]>er8ons 
in his service, by authorising them to demand pre- 
sents, which cannot be refused, or by sending them 
to live at free cost, and collect arbitrary demands in 
the towms. Witliout drawing his purse-strings, he 
meets all his expenses. Accordingly, the carriage of 
all articles for his consumption, the palaces whidi be 
builds, the fortresses which he constructs, are all exe- 
cuted by mufari (compulsory labour), a very ancient 
word in the East, and which seems to belong to the 
very essence of its governmtnt*. 

If he triumph in crime, it is only by dint of silen- 
cing reflection ; and the w'ords which are attributed to 
him, ‘ I have gone so far, that I cannot go back,' are 
an indirect homage paid to virtue. Tears fill his eyes 
when ho is wonndyd in bis affections. Hurt by de- 

* According to Herodotus the term 0t}^<rrt dedvet its oHgiu 
trom the ftndent Per«kn language, ivhciice it posied to the Hebrew 
and Creeks 
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served reproach, I have seen his countenance change, 
when he was told that ‘ he had lost all claim to belief 
even when he spoke the truth/ His mental pangs 
are sometimes betrayed by the complaints which he 
utters, of never having found any hut accomplices in 
Ilia crimes, or cow^ardly executors of his mandates. 
It is during illness, especially, that his mind is racked 
by the most dreadful terrors. Ife sees the hand of 
an avenging (lod raised over his ht‘a<l. lie accuses 
himself, he grieves, he utters de('p groans, he conjures 
his physicians, whom he calls liis brothers, to save 
him, and promises that they shall he loaded with 
rewards. He sets prisoners at libeity, he implores 
the prayers of the dervises, and he has oven recourse 
to those of Clnristians. But scarcely is lie a Jittle 
recovered before his fears are allayed, and he charges 
his doctors with incapacity, that he may not bo 
obliged to recompense their services. Equally irreli- 
gious, lie consigns again to their fetters the poor 
wTetches whom he had released ; and thinks that a 
trifle of money is quite enough to give for the prayers 
which have been put uj> for the restoration of his 
health. 

The diseases of the satrap, like his slwp, give, 
nevertheless, notwithstanding the scandal of his im- 
piety, this advantage, tliat, while they last, the people 
and the urrf()rtunate enjoy an interval of quiet. But, 
besides these special cast‘8, a crisis takes place at cer- 
tain periods in the constitution of Ali*» As subter- 

* It was in one of tbcftc eriscR. in the ruontb of April, 181 8^, 
that All shut into the cage of bis tig^r «n Albanian, who had robbed 
him of thirty thousand piastres^ though the culprit had confessed 
Ilk fault, and restored the money, with JLl»e exception of about 
twenty pence. The animal. less ferocious than the vmer, having 
refuted to devour the man, though everything was done to irritate 
him, was banished to Bonila ; and the man was taAen from the cage 
and cut to pieces by the execut^ner. At the same period of Ids 




314 LIPE OP AU PASHA, 

raneous convulsions are preceded by certain sinister 
signs, 80 the change winch is about to take place in 
him may be perceived by the gloomy cast of his ideas. 
He rciiires then into his innermost apartment, and woe 
be to whoever dares to talk to him upon business. The 
period at which ‘the lions fever occurs is usually 
at the last quarter of the lunations, upon the approach 
of the rainy season, or when the unhealthy sirocco 
has blown for several days. The people then (expect 
disastrous events ; his wives, his children, his agents, 
cannot approach iiim without trembling. Every one 
inquires whether the vizier has slept, whether he 
sighs, and all watch for the moment when his melan- 
choly is redoubled, as they know that the paroxysm 
is ab^)ut to terminate. Then he suniilions his divines, 
questions them, describes his dreams ; and in propor- 
tion as their responses are satisfactory, he recovers his 
calmness. Such interpretations as tt‘nd to excuse the 
abuse of his power lie receives with eagerness. He 
is transported with those which ]>ronnsc him a pro- 
tracted life ; for death shows him nothing in the 
future that is not terrific. 

“All now abruptly rmimesthe noisy course of bis 
occupations and pleasures. The palace iHjhoes with 
the songs of gypsies and mountebanks ; the tombs are 
closed ; the exwutions have ceased ; and ho reappears 
upon the scene with festivals. Careless of selection 
and etiquette, he descends from the iiinnacle of great- 
ncBS to the lowest ranks of society. He invites him- 
self to dine at the archbishop's, wdiom he keeps stand- 

blood.fever, AU ordered to be Uirown Into a cauldron of boiling oil 
a Oreek. i^lio h«d stolen some |>ro|iertv belonging totlie inhabitants 
of Alia vho bad died ol^the plague. lisstly, about the same time, 
he ordered one of liis pages to be shot from the mouth of a cannoti, 
hk clothes having previously Itecn dipped in spitits of vrioe, that he 
might have the j^easure of burning him while be put him to death ; 
and at all these executiont he was present* 
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ing during the dinner ; to tlie beys, who serve him 
upon their knees ; and to the houses of the Greek 
primates, wfiom he calls his slaves, lie does not 
despise the banquet of the Jews, of his boot-maker, 
of his tailor, or of any other artisan, because' this swirt 
of entertainment is always followed by ])re8ents^. 
lie presides at all the w'eddings of his servants and 
ofRcers, to whom he gives as a marriage portion a 
part of the spoils wliicli he derives from his innu- 
merable inheritances t. But neither this honour, nor 
the feasts wliich are given to him, prevent him from 
next day loading liis hosts w*ith chains, sliould his 
whim or Ins interest require it. 


‘"The vizi(n**s audiences arc not less singular than his 
diversions and Ins private habits. The court-ya^ls of 
his palace an^ filled with thousauds of p(?titioner8 
imploring an interview. Some fix their petitions on 
long reeda, to attract his notice ; others pass whole 
(lays prostrate under his windows, in a su[)pliant 
attitude, braving the inclerai’ncy of the weather ; the 
majority of them pass years without obtaining a look 
from the tyrant, and many die of w ant and misery 
before they can obtain access to Ins presence. 

“So far, everything is explicable by the nature of 
d<38|)oti8m, of wliich rapacity is the natural conse* 


• The cufttomary presents, on such oreasiont, arc a ytair of 
drawem and ag*niany nhirts : these two articles arc inditpetisable. 
But if his Highness shnuM diance to coiry his courtesy so far aa to 
b© shaved in bU host’s house, which is a special distinction, « pre- 
sent must then be* made to him of silver waUT*jugR, and a complete 
coffee service ; not forgetting to give a present to tlie barber, who it 
an important personage at a salmp's court, and even at the sultan't. 

f The warehouse, where Ali Pasha keeps t)»e njov(<ables which 
he has acquired from the successions claimed by him, is at one of 
his country-houses. I have frequently fouhd Kim sitting amidst a 
pile of old clothes, rusty arms, kettles, ajid pans, suportotending 
with the minutest attention the cataloguing of the most tnffing 
objects. • 
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quence. But how, without knowing him, could wd 
account for the policy of Ali Pasha towards his vas- 
sals ? Mahometans or Christians, equally slaves, he 
seems to grant protection peculiarly to tliose whom 
his religion reprobates. This kind of partiality has 
its origin in fiscal and political considerations. The 
raya who labours, enriches him, while his ignoble 
nature hinders him from rising above his present con- 
dition ; while the Turk, on th(‘ contrary, incapable of 
producing, but belonging to the conquering caste, 
may be elevated to tlie rank of Pasha. Under this 
point of view, a Christian, when a sentence is to be 
passed, is more mildly treated by the vizier, who 
always, the crimes being equal, hangs a Mahometan 
in pr'^ference. To this may, perhaps, also be traced 
the protection granted to public instruction in favour 
of the Christians, even in the interior of the seraglio, 
where I have seen, in the same room, a priest explain- 
ing the catechism to young Greeks, and a codja inter- 
preting the Koran to Turkish children. Is this 
tolerance, or indiHercnce ? the fact is so, and that is 
all I know about it. 

As a consequence of this system, the vizier allows 
his wives an entire freedom in matters of religion; 
and the beloved wife of his heart, Heine Vasiliki, is a 
model of the tenderest piety. Such is tlie singularity 
of her fate, that she lias piisscd from the^situation of 
a mere peasant girl* to that of the sovereign of 
Epirus, without abjuring those baptismal laws which 
she received at her birth. In vain, in the moments of 
his fondest affection, the satrap has entreated the new 

* YaAtltki , bom at the villajfc of Plicbmtia, in Cbaooia, is one 
of those prodigies of fonunc, many instances of which have occurred 
in absolute governments. Her father was prosecuted by Ali, in 
1800, for coining. Hating seized all her &mily, his notice was 
attracted by Heine, iben a child. 8Ue was brought up in the 
harem, and be at length married Tier* 
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Esther to embrace Mahometanism, that he might 
raise her above all the females of his harem. ^ Were 
I to reuomice my God/ said she, ‘ were I to abjure 
that Virgin who protected my infancy, what trust 
could you ])lace in the attachment of a woman cap- 
able of sacrilicing an invaluable good for perishable 
honours?’ Far from irritating Ali, this generous 
rcsohition only increased his love for her. lie per- 
mitted, he even desired, that Keine sliould have in the 
})alacc an oratory adorned with images, where she 
might daily oiler up iueense to the God wliose un- 
searchable will allowed Ikt to he the companion of 
the vizier, that she might jdc^ad to him for tlie unfor- 
tunate. In conformity, however, with etiquette, to 
which even the ftiost powerful must submit, the q^ipty 
title of (.\idina, or Lady of the Harem, was left to a 

Turkish female, while the Christian in realitv rules 

' ¥ 

here, by her graces, her mildness, and the happy 
ascendancy of lier disposition." 


CHAPTER XIII. 

(’ijaiMclcra and Anecdotes of Ali Pa»»lja conlinurd— Visit of Lord 
Rvron and Mr. Hobhouse to the Court of Ali — Lord Byron’s 
PcK'tical Desniption of Ali and his Ct>urt — His ifnerview with 
the Vizier— •Ijjtervic vf 8 of Mi. Hobhouso with Ali — Mr. Hob- 
house's Estiinute of Ali’s ('iiatju tcr — Inter views of Dr. Holland 
with the Vizier — Description of All’s Conversation, Manners, 
ike . — llis Jklief in Alchemy and the iiniverMil Panacea — 
Extent of his )>oliUcal Knowledge — His general Character— 
Inlcndcw of Mr, Kiehards with Ali — Character of Ali by an 
Albanian — Mr. Hughes's T>cscription of the Person and Cha- 
racter of Ail — Ali’s Ciovernment beneficial, on the whole, to tbo 
Albanians— Sclf-comraand of Ali. ♦ 

The moral and physical portraitures of AH, which 
were contemplated in the preceding chapter, arc, as 
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the reader will have observed, all sketched by natives 
of France. Those which the present chapter con- 
tains, are, with one excejition, the productions of 
Englishmen. It will be remarked that, on the Avhole, 
the latter are somewhat more favourable to Ali tlian 
the former. This may, perhaps, be accounted for by 
our countrymen liaving resided but a comparatively 
short time in Albania, and having been treated with 
more than common kindness and respect by the 
politic Ali, who was anxious to conciliate the British 
government by his conduct towards its subjects. On 
the other hand, though we may suspect that spleen 
and prejudice, generated by the preference which he 
gave to their rivals, may have darkened the traits in 
the Fjf*<^nch likenesses of the pasha, we should remem- 
ber, tijat the fact though probable is not certain, and 
that the long stay of M. de Vaudoncourt and M. 
Pouqueville at the court of loannina gave them oppor- 
tunities of minutely studying their subject, which did 
not fall to the lot of our Eimlish tourists. 

Among the earliest British travellers who, since 
the commencement of this centurv', have visited the 
Albanian territory, and given the result of their 
observations to th« public, are the late highly-gifted 
Lord Byron and his friend Mr. Jlohhousc. The ex- 
istence of Ali may almost, indeed, be said to have 
hcHjn first made known to the peojdo of England by 
their writings. Albania itself was, in fact, a country 
respecting which our information was, at that period, 
so scanty, and withal so imperfect, as to be of no 
value whatever. The remark of Gibbon long con- 
tinued to be true, that we knew less of Albania than 
of the wilds of North America. 

Lord Byim, in "that part of Childe Harold ivbich 
relates to Ali, does not dwell on the qualities or ap- 
pearance, of the pasha ; a few bold touches are all that 
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he bestows upon then). But his picture of the court 
of the satrap, its barbaric pomp, and its strangely 
divcrsiticd inmates, is drawn with a truth and power 
wliicli may well excuse its introduction into this 
volume. 

“ Tlie suTi hful iiUTiU behiri<l Toincrit, 

Aful inid fiorro nunc roaiitjg b’k ; 

'J’lu* shatit's of vsouted nijilit wcic j/iOuTinyr 
Whon, down the sleep bauks winding wajil\. 

C'lnlde H.irold 8u\v, likt* moleoix in tlie hkji , 

The glittciiDg iiiinarctg of Tr|K*)c*n, 

WbohC waiU o’criuok the stream; and diawiiig 
He heard ilig busy hum of wunior men 
Swelling the brec/c that higliM along the longlhtning L’'!er?T 

“ He* pawsM the wicred haa*m’j» ?-ilem tower, 

And uiulcrnealh tlie wide okrau hmg gate 
Survey’d the dwelling of thi« duef of j»owej, 

Where all around proclaimM his higli estate. 

AniuKt r.o common pomp the de»pot sate, 

While busy pjrpanUion »bouk tl»c court, 

Slu\c«‘, eunuchs, soldiers, guests, and sautons w^ii . 

W ithin, a palace, and wiUtout, a fort; 

Here men of every eliinc ap{Kiar to make usfu u 

“ Richly^aparisofiM, a ix*ady r .w 

Of armed horse, and many a warlike store, 

Circled the wide-extended court below 
Above, strange groups adoniM the con idol ; 

And ofuimes through the area’s eehoing dwr 
Some high-cappM Tartar spurr’d hi» steed away : 

Tbo Turk, the Greek, the Albanian, and the Moor, 

Here mingled in their mnny^hned array, 
the deep war-drum a^uud announced the do# of .li») . 
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** The wild Albaaian'kirtled (o his knee, 

With shawl-girt head and ornamented gun, 

And gold-cmhroiderM garments, fair to sec ; 

The crimson-scarfed men of Maccdon ; 

The Dcllii with Jjis cap of terror on, 

And crooked gluive ; the lively supple Greek ; 

And swarthy Nubia’s mutilated son; 

The bearded Turk that rarely deigns to 6pC'(ik, 
Master of nil around, too potent to he meek, 

“ Arc mixed conspicuous : some recline in groups, 
Si'anniug the motley scene that varies round ; 

There some great Moslem to devotion stoops, 

And some that smoke, and some that play, are fotmd 
Here the Albariiun proudly treads the ground ; 

Half- whispering tin re the fireck is heard to prate; 
Hark ! from the mosque the nightly solemn sound, 
Tlic Mue7.7.in’& call, doth shake the minaret, 

‘ There is no God but (.iod ! — to prayer — lo! Gwl is great 

** Just at this season Rumaxnni’s fast 

Through the long day its penance did maintain ; 

But when the lingering twilight hour w^as past, 

Kevcl and feast assumed the rule agaiu. 

Now nil was bustle, and the menial train 
Prepared and spread the plenteous boaid wilHn ; 

The vacant gallery now seem’d made in vain. 

But from the chambers came the mingling din, 

As jiagc and slave anon were passing out and in, 

** Ileic woman’s voice is never heard : apart, 

And scarce permitted, guarded, veil’d, to move. 

She yields to one her |K;rsoii and her heart, 

Tamed 16 her cage, nor feels a wish to rove, 

Fez, not unhappy in her master’s }o%’e. 
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And jo}ful in a niother*^i gentlest care*, 

Blest cares ! all other feelings far al>ore ! 

Herself more sweetly rears the babe she Innirs, 

Who never quite the breast, no meaner paseion shares. 

‘‘In marbic'pftved pavilion, whei*c a spring 
Of living water from the centre rose, 

WliOvM.' bubbling did a genial freshness fling, 

And soft voluptuous couches breathed repose, 

Ali rt'clincd, a roan of war and woes ; 

Yet in Ins lineaments ye cjinnot trace. 

While firntieness her milder radiance throws 
Along that aged venerable face. 

The deeds that liy k l>ent5ath, and stain him with disgrace* 

i 

“ It is not that yon hoary lengthening beard 
111 suits the passions which belong to youth, 

Love eonquf rs age — so Ilafi?. hath averr’d, 

So sings the Tcian, and be sings in sooth. 

But crimes that scorn the lender voice of ruth, 

Beseeming all men ill, but most the man 
In years, have mark’d him with a tiger's tooth , 

Blood follows blood, and, througli their mortal span, 

In bloodier acts conclude those who wdth blood began.” 

In a letter to bis mother, Lord Byron briefly 
notices bis first visit to the Albanian satrap. ‘‘He 
received me standing, a wonderful compliment from a 
Mussulman, and made me sit down on his right hand. 
His first question was, why, at so early an age, I left 
my country ? — (the Turks have no idea of travelltng 
for amusement.) He then said, the English minister, 
Captain Leake, had told him I wa% of a great family, 
and desired his respects to my mother ; which I now, 
in the name of Ali Pasha, present to you* He said 
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he was certain 1 was a man of birth, because I 

had small ears, curling hair, and little white hands, 

and expressed himself pleased with my appearance 

and garb. He told me to consider him as a father 

while I was in Turkey, and said he looked on me 

♦ * 

as his son. Indeed, he treated me like a child, 
sending me almonds, and sugared sherbet, fruit and 
sweetmeats, twenty times a day. He begged me to 
visit him often, and at night, when he was at leisure. 
I then, after eoifoe and ]>ipes, retired for the first 
time. I saw liim thrice afterwards. It is singular, 
that the Turks, who have no liereditary dignities, and 
few great families, exeept the sultan's, pay so much 
respect to birth; for I found iny pedigree more re- 
garded than my titfe ‘ 

At the interviews, mentioned by Lord Byron, Mr. 
llobhouse was present, and hv has given a fuller 
account of them than his noble friend has done. 
“ About noon, on the 12th of October (1809), an 
oflieer of tlie ])akic(‘ with a white wand announced to 
us that \vc were to attend the vizier ; and accordingly 
wo left our apartment, accompanied by our drago- 
man, and by the secretary, who put on his worst 
cloak to attend his master, tliat he might not appear 
too ricli, and a lit subject for extortion. 

The oflieer prec^aled us along the gallery, now 
crowded with soldiers, to the other wing of the build- 
ing, and leading us over some rubbish wKere a room 
had fallen in, and through some shabby apartments, 

♦ Ali diU not forget bis noble visiter. He stated bis recollec- 
tions of him to Dr. Holland, and sent a letter to his lordship, 
through the mediotn of that gentleman. Yesterday Byron, 
“ 1 hud a letter from Ali Pasha ! brought by Dr. Holland, who is 
just returned from Albania. It is in listin, and begins * Excel- 
IcntiiAsime. nee non Carissiinc/ and ends about a gun be wants 
made fur him ; — it is signed ‘ Aw Vuin.’ 
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h<‘ ushered us into the chamber in which was Ali 
Jiimself. lie was standing when wv came in ; which 
was meant as a compliment, for a Turk of consc* 
qucnce never rises to receive any oneTnt his supe^ 
rior, and if lie wishes to be condescending, contrives 
to be found standing. As we advanced towards him, 
he seab'd himself, and desinaj ns to sit down near 
liim. lie was in a large room, very handsomely fur- 
nished, and having a marble cistern and fountain in 
the middle, ornamented with painted tiles, of the kind 
which wo call Dutch tile. 

** vizit'r was a sliort man, about iive feet five 
inches in height, and very fat, though not particularly 
corjiuh'ut. He had a very ])leasing face, fair and 
round, with hli#{‘ qiiiek ey(‘s, md at all settled jnto a 
Turkish gravity. His beard was long and white, and 
sueli a one as any other I'urk woiild have he(‘n jiroud 
of ; though he, w ho w’as more take n up with his guests 
than himse lf, did not eontimu’ hooking at it, nor smell- 
ing and stroking it, as is usually the custom of his 
countrymen to fill up the paust s of ( (uiver-atiou. He 
was not very magnifieently dressed, ex(*(‘pt that his 
high turban, composed of many small rolls, seemed of 
fine gold muslin, and his ataghan, or long dagger, was 
studded w ith brilliants. 


Ho was mightily civil ; and said he considered uft 
as his children. He showed us a mountain howitzer, 
which %va8 lying in his apartment, atnl took the o])por- 
tunitv of telling us that he had several large cannon. 
He turned nnind tw'o or three times to look through 
an English telescope, and at last handed it to us, that 
wx* might look upon a party of l urks on horseback 
riding along the banks of tin* river towards Tepclcni, 
lie then said, That man whom yot! see on the road is 
the chief minisUT of my enemy, Ibrahim I^asha, and 


he is now coming over to me, having <ie8(yted his 

f 2 
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master to take the stronger side. He addressed this 
with a smile to the secretary, desiring him to interpret 
it to us. 

“ We took pipes, coifee, and sweetmeats, with him, 
but he did not seem so particular about these things 
as other Turks whom wc have seen. He was in great 
good -humour, and several times laughed aloud; which 
IS very uncommon in a man of consequence : I never 
saw another instance of it in Turkey. Instead of 
having his room crowded with the officers of his court, 
which is very much the custom of the pashas and 
other great men, he was quite unattended, except by 
four or live young persons very magnificently dressed 
in the Albanian habit, and having their hair flowing 
halfway down theirbacks : these brought intherefresh- 
ments, and continued supplying us with pipes, which, 
though perhaps not half emptied, were changed three 
times, as is the custom when particular honours are 
intended for a guest. 

There are no common topics of discourse between 
a Turkish vizier and a traveller, which can discover 
the abilities of either party, especially as these conver- 
sations are always in the fonn of question and answer. 
However, a Frank may think Ids Turk above the com- 
mon run, if bis host does not put any very foolish 
interrogatories to him, and Ali did not ask any ques- 
tions that iK^trayed his ignorance. His liveliness and 
ease gave us very favourable impressions of his natu- 
ral capacity. 

In the evening of the next day we paid the vizier 
another visit, in an ajiartment more elegantly furnished 
tiian the one with the fountain. Whilst we were 
with him, a messenger came in from Berat, the place 
which Alis army (of about five thousand men) was 
then besieging. We were not acquainted with the 
oontonts of a letter, which was read aloud, until a long 
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gun, looking like a duck gun, was brought into the 
room ; and then upon one of us asking the swretary 
if there were many wild-fowl in the neighbourhood, 
he an 8 wert>d, yes ; but that for the gun, it was going 
to the siege of Herat, there being a want of ordnance 
in the vizier's anny. It was imj)08«ible not to smile 
at this war in miniature. 

During this interview, Ali congratulated us upon 
the news which had arrived a fortnight befort', of the 
surrender of Zante, Oefalonia, Ithaca, and Cerigo, to 
the British squadron : he said, he was happy to have* 
the British for his ueighhours ; that he was sure they 
would n(»t serve him as the Russians and French had 
done, in protecting his runaway robbers ; that he had 
always l>een a*friend to our nation, even liury^g our 
war with Turkey, and had l>cen instrumental in bring- 
ing about the peatv. 

“ He asked us, wdiat had made us travel in Albania if 
We tuhl him, the desire of seeing so great a man as 
himself. ‘ Ay,* retunied he, ‘ did you ever hear 
of me in England ? ' We, of course, assured him, that 
he w as a very common subject of conversation in our 
country ; and he seemed by no means inaccessible to 
the flattery. 

Ho showed us some pistols and a sabre ; and then 
took down a gun that was hanging over his head in 
a bag, an 4 told us it was a present from the king of 
the pYench, It was a short rifle, with the stock 
inlaid with silver, and studded with diamonds and 
brilliants, and looked like a handsome present ; but 
the secretary informed us, that wlnm the gun came 
from Napoleon, it had only a cem^mon stock, and that 
all the ornaments bad been added by his highness, 
to make it ltM)k more like a rt>yaf gift. 

Before we took our leave, the vizier informed us, 
that there were in the neighbourhood of^Tepeleni 
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some remains of antiquity — a paloBO-castro, as all 
pieces of wall, or carved stones, are called in Albania 
and (ircece, and said that he would order some horses 
for 118 to ride to it the next tnominr;. 

According to his advice, we went on Sunday to 
see these ruins, whi(‘>h are very trifling, being only a 
few bits of wall, as it appeared to me, not ancient, on 
a hill about hvo miles to the north-west of Tepeleni, 

In the evening of the same day, we paid his 
highness our last visit, lie then asked us whicli 
' way >ve intended to go ; and we told him it was our 
wish to get from loannina into the Morea. lie 
a]>pear(‘d to be ac([uainted with every road, and all 
the stag(‘s, and the state of the country moat minutely. 
He said, that we could not go by thd common road 
through Tri<.*cala, as that part of the country was in- 
fested by largo hands of robbers ; but that wc might 
go througii Carnia, crossing the gulf of Arta at Salora, 
or going to the head of the gulf ; and that, as that 
country was also suspicious, he would givens orders 
to his several military posts, to take as many guards 
as might ho necessary. In case, however, wc should 
not like to go thr<)\igh Carnia, he furnished us with 
an order to his governor at Prevosa, to send us in an 
anned galliot to Patras. He also gave us a letter to 
his sou Yell, pasha of the Morea, and wished to know 
if he could do any thing to serve us. 

\V e only asked pennission to take our Albanian Y a- 
flilly to attend us whilst in Turkey, which lie readily 
granted, and asked where tlie man was. On being in- 
formed that he was at the chamber-door, he sent for 
him, and accordingly Y asilly entered ; and, though with 
every jiroper respect, still was not embarrass^, hut, 
with his hand on his left breast, answered the vixier s 
questions in a firm and fluent manner. Ali called him 
by his name, and asked him, why, being at tlw? door, lie 
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liad not come in to sec him? * for you know, Vasiliy,* 
added he, ‘ I shouM have ht en glad to havt* seen you.’ 
He tluai t<»ld him that he was t(i attend us, and to see 


that we wanted nothing, an<l talked a good deal to 
him about the diiferent stages of our roub', suininin;!; 
ail up by telling him in a jrx-ose \\ay, tliat if any acci- 
dent happened to us, he wonhl cut oti’his head ; and 
tliat we were to write, mentioning how he had bi‘haved. 
IShortly after this, and having agreed to gi\e his high- 
ness some relation of our ti:i\els bv’' letter, we 
withdrew, and took our last leave of this singular, 


man. 


After stating the difiienlTies which the )>asha had 
had to encounter in putting down the predatory hands, 
and the severittt's whieli he exercised, Mr. Ilohhouse 
adds, It is hy such vigorous measures that the 
vi/.iiT has rendered imany parts of Albania, and the 
<*ont!guous country, perfc<’tly accessible, which wa re 
before annually overrun by robbers, and conse quently 
by opening tin* country to nu rebants, and securing 
their persons and goods, ht* lias iu)t only increasea 
his own revenues, but bettered the condition of his 
subji'cts. He has built bridges over the rivers, raised 
causeways across the marshes, laid out frequent 
roiuls, adomtHl the country and the towns with new 
buildings, and by many regulations has acted tlie 
part of a great and go<)d prince, wiiljout perliaps 
a single otlier motive than that of his own aggran- 
disement/’ 


‘‘All the Alhaiiiana, even those who have not yc*t 
submitted to his power, speak with exultation and 
pride of their countryman, and by a comparison with 
him, they constantly depreciate the merits of others. 
We frequently heard them say, v^en talking of some 
other pasha, ‘ He is not such a one as All — be has 
not such a head.' " 

*‘Of the natural disposition of Ali we liadHio oppor- 
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tunity of forming a judgment, except by hearsay; and 
it would bo hardly fair to believe all the stories of 
the Greeks, who would represent him as the most 
barbarous monster that ever disgraced humanity. 
Certainly no one but a man of a ferocious and san- 
guinary disposition would have l>een able or willing 
to tame the people whom he has brought into subjec- 
tion ; not only beheading, but impaling and roasting, 
might be necessary to inspire that terror of his name, 
which has of itself, in many instances, given peace 
and security to his dominions ; for large bands of 
robbers have submitted voluntarilv, and betm enrolled 
amongst bis soldiers. Executions are now but seldom 
seen in loannina ; but during the Suliot wars, twenty 
and .thirty ])risoners were sometiraea beheaded at one 
time in the stren^ts of that city. Such cruelty shocks 
our humane fticlings ; but ‘ mild comme on ju^e de 
tout (juand on nest pas sorti de son pays! It is not 
fair to a])preciate the merits of any man without a 
reference to the character and customs of the people 
amongst whom be is bom and educated. lu Turkey 
tlie lifb of a man is held exceedingly cheap, more so 
than any one, who has not been in tl»e country, would 
believe ; and murders, which would fill all Christen- 
dom with liorror, excite no sentiment of surprise, or 
apparent disgust, either at Constantinople or in the 
provinces ; so that what might, at first sight, appear 
a singular depravity in an individual, would, in the 
end, be found nothing but a conformity with general 
practice and haliits. We may, therefore, transfer our 
abhorrence of Ali to the Turkisli nation, or rather to 
their manners." 

Three years after the departure of Lord Byron and 
Mr. Hobhouse from Albania, that country was visited 
by Dr. Holland ; a man excellently qualified for tbe 
task of observation. He bad also the advantage of 
living for some time at the co^ of Ali» and of obtmn- 
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ing, as medical adviser, a considerable portion of his 
confidence. 

‘^The morning of the 1st of November,'’ says Dr. 
Holland, was made interesting to ns, by (mr intro- 
duction to this extraordinary man. At ten o'clock, 
Colo VO again called, to say that the vizier w’as pre- 
pared to givens an audience ; and shortly afterwards, 
two whit^^ horses, of beautiful figure, and 8nj)erbly 
caparisoned in the Turkish manner, were brought to 
U8 from the seraglio; condueted by two Aloaneso 
soldiers, likewise richly attired and armed. Blount- 
ing these horses, and a Turkish officer of the palace 
preceding ns, with an oniarnenUHl stidf in his hand, 
we proceeded slowly, and with much state, through 
the city to the |freat 8eragli<». 

‘‘ Passing through tlie almost savage pomp Uf this 
outer art!:i of the seraglio, we enb^red an inner court, 
and dismounted at the foot of a dark stone staircase. 
On the first landing-place stood one of tli(‘ vizier’s 
carriages ; an old and awkward vehicle, of German 
manufacture, and such as might have binm 8up]>osed 
to have travelled a dozen times from Hamburg to 
Trieste. At the to[>of the staircasw?, wo entered into 
a wide gallery or hall, the windows of which command 
a noble view of the lake of loannina and the moun- 
tains of Pindiis ; the walls are painted, and numerous 
doors conduct from it to different parts of the palace* 
This hall, luce the area below, was filled with a mul- 
titude of p<M>ple ; and the living scene bt'came yet 
more various and interesting as we proceeded. We 
now saw, besides Turkish, Albanese, and Moorish 
soldiers, the Turkish officers and ministers of the 
vizier; Gr^ek and Jewish secretaries, Greek mer- 
chants, Tartar couriers, the pages and black slaves of 
the seraglio ; petitioners seeking to obtain audience, 
and numerous other figures, which give to the court 
and palace of Ah Paaha€ character ail its 
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A curtain was thrown aside, and wc entered tlie 
apartment of Ali Paslia. lie was sitting in the 
Turkish manner, with his kgs crossed under him, on 
a couch imuu^diately beyond the fire, somewhat more 
elevated than the rest, and richer in its decorations. 
On his head he wore a iiigli round cap, the colour of 
the dce]>est mazarine' blue, and horderetl with gold 
lace, llis exterior rohe was of yellow cloth, likewise 
richly^ emhroi<ler('d, two inner garments of various 
colours, and flowing down loosely from tln^ neck to 
the ft'ct, confinc'd only about the waist by an embroi- 
dered belt, in which were fixed a pistol and dagger, 
of boaiitifiil and delicate workmanship. The hilts of 
these arms were cov<;red witli diamonds and pearls, 
and emeralds of great size and beauty were set in the 
heads of each. On his fingers the vizier wore many 
large diamond rings; and the mouth-piece of his 
long and fiexihle pipe was equally decorated with 
various kinds of jewellery. 

“ Yet more than his dress, Imwever, the counte- 
nance of Ali Pasha at this time engaged our earnest 
ohsc'rvation. It is difiieult to describe features, either 
in their detail or general effect, so as to convey any 
distinct impression to the mind of the reader. Were I 
to attempt a description of those of Ali, 1 should speak 
of his face as large and full ; the forehead remarkably 
broad and open, and traced by many dt^'p furrows ; 
the eye penetrating, yet not expressive of ferocity ; 
the nose lumdsomo and wcll-fonned ; the lower part of 
the mouth and face concealed, except when speaking, 
by his mustachios and the long heard wduch flows over 
his breast. His complexion is somewhat lighter than 
that usual among the Turks ; and his general appear- 
ance does not iiidieate more than his actual age, of 
sixty or sixty-one years, except perhaps that his beard 
is whiter than is customary at this time of life. The 
neck is Short and thick, theffigure corpulent and un- 
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wieldy ; his stature I had aftcTwards the means of 
ascertaining: to bo about five feet nine inehes. TIkj 

4 , , 

general character and ex{>ression of the countenance 
are uiKjuestionably h«e, and the forehead esjx'cially is 
a striking and majestic h^atnre. Much of the talent 
of the man niav be inferred from his exterior ; the 
moral qualities, however, may md (‘(jually be deter- 
mined in this wav; and to the ca^^iial obscTvatiou of 


the stranger, I can eonceivt‘, from my own experience, 
that nothing may a}>pear hut what is open, placid, 
and alluring. ( )p])ortunitieH were afterw’ards afforded 
me of looking beneath the exterior of (‘X]>ression. It 
is the fire of a stove burning fu‘rcely under a smooth 
ami ]>olished surface. 

“• He impiired how long it w^as since w( h;^l left 
England ? wliere wi* had travel hul in the interval ? 
wduii wt‘ had arrived in Albania ? whither we were 


pleased witli wiiat we bad yet seiui of this country ? 
now' w'(‘ likt'd tiu* a])])earance of loannina ? wbetluT 
wc had experl<'ne(‘d any obstruction in reaching this 
city ? Soon after the conversation commenced, a pipe 
w’as brought to each of us by the attendants, the 
mouth-pi<?ceof amber, set round with small diamonds, 
and shortly afterw'ards coft'oe of the finest quality was 
handed to 118 in china cups, w’ithin golden ones. The 
vizier himself drank coH’ef*, and smoked at intcTvals, 
during the progress of the conversation. 

“ The inquiries be made rf'spi'cting our journey to 
loannina gave us the opportunity of complimenting 
him on the excellent j>olice of his dominions, and the 
attention he has given to the staU* of the roads. I 
mentioned to him generally, Lord Byron s poetical de- 
scription of Albania, the interest it had excited in 
England, and Mr. Ilohhouse's intended publication of 
his travels in the same country. He seemed pleased 
with these circumstances, and stated his recollection 
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of Lord Byron, lie then spoke of the present state of 
Kuro[w, iviquired what was our laUjst intellig<*ncc of 
the advance of the French annies in Russia, and wlmt 
was the progress of affairs in Spain. On the former 
point, it was evide nt that the information we gave 
was not new to liiin, though he did not expressly say 
this; his manner, howevtT, cvince<l the strong intc^rest 
he felt in the subject, and he seeincMl as if he were 
seeking indirec^tly to obtain our opinions upon it. 

Tfie next subject of conversation w'as prefaced by 
his asking us, wdu'tber we bad seen at Santa Maura 
one of his annt'd corvettes, which had been stdzed and 
carritKi ibitber by an English frigate. In bringing 
forward the subji‘ct during our interview with him, the 
vizivT* spoke with animation, or even a slight warmth 
of maiuKT. He complained of the injustice done to 
him in the cajduro of his vesstl, denied the right of 
capture in this particular case, and alleged his various 
good offices tow’ards our government, as well as to 
individuals of the English nation, as what ought to 
have secured him against such acts of liostility. We 
answen^d, that as mere travellers w^e could not venture 
to give a reply that might be dtHiuied official, but that 
we douhttnl not, from our knowledge of the disjKXii- 
tions of the linglish government, that w hen the affair 
was properly explaintsl, its final arrangement would 
be both just and satisfactory to his highness. This 
of course meant little, and the vizier doubtless under- 
stood it as such. lie added only a few w’ords, and 
then, with a loud laugh, expressed his desire of 
changing the subject.* 

Before audience concluded, he mentioned hia 
having btx^n informed that ^ was a physician, and 


- 4 — 


* Tbc coi'vette in <|ue«tioQ eventuaUv giveu up to Ah 
lc«8 frntu ant doubts of the leg^ality of the priae, titan froni the nature 
of our politleai rviatious with him at that time. 
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asked whether 1 had studied medicine in Enjjfland ? 
Replying to tliis in the adirmative, he expressed a 
wish to consult me on his own complaints hofciro wo 
should (piit loannina, a proposition to which 1 lH>wed 
assent, thou;j;h not without a[>preliensions of difficulty 
in prescribing for the casi* of such a patient. He dis- 
missed UH very graciously, after we had been with him 
about half an hour. 

‘‘ The manner of the vizier in this interview was 
courteous and polite, without any want of the dignity 
which heiits his situation. Then* is not, either in bis 
countenance or sp(»ech, that formal and unyudding 
apathy, wliich is the characteristic of the Turks as a 
p<H)ple ; but more vivacity, humour, and change of 
expression. 1 1 i% laugh is very j)ecu]iar, and its dee|> 
tone, apprcKvching to a growl, might almost staiTie an 
ear unaccustomed to it. 

“ A day or two afbTwards he again sent for us to 
tl )0 seraglio, and some general conversation having 
taken plaee, ho ask(‘d several questions, which evi- 
dently had relation to his health, and formed a sort of 
exendse of his judgment u])on me. 

After tliis preamble, he enhired upon a narrative 
of his complaints, w hich, though 1 could only distantly 
follow* it in his own language, yet was evidently 
markcnl by good pre<!ision and force in the manner 
of relation. He continued speaking for alsuit fifteen 
minutes, anS afforded me during this time a fine 
occasion of niarking the feature of his countenance 
and manner. The narrative was translated to me 
with little abridgment, and much seeming accuracy, 
by the dragoman Colovo. In its substance, I 
may remark generally, that there was a good deal 
of credulity and prejudice display^^ on some points ; 
on others, more soundness of judgment than is 
common to the Turks as a nation. For various 
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reasons, I do not feel myself at liberty to give the 
particulars of this narrative, nor would they afford 
anything new to the medical reader. It may suffice 
to say, that at this time he was suffering under no 
acute disorder ; that his symptoms wTre chiefly of a 
chronic nature, (h‘j>ending mostly upon his age, 
partly upon circumstances in his former life, wuth 
other symptoms which I learnt more from my 
ow’ii observation tlian his report, which required 
the use of prevt'utive means, to obviate eventual 
danger. 

‘‘ In tl lese interviews, howevcT,w'hieh were very fre- 
fpient during the last w^eek of our stay at loannina, 
the conversation was n<»t confiiu d to medical matters 
alone, b\it went into other topics of a more familiar 
kind*. Situated as 1 now' was with him, I could feel 
perfectly at ease in this intercourse, which every cir- 
cumstance contributed to render highly interesting, 
lie usually sent for me to the scratrlio in tin* after- 
noon or evening ; sometimes alone, or occasionally 
wdth my friend, w lien he had nothing to say about his 
complaints. At w*hatt‘ver time it was, the ap])roaches 
to the seraglio wen' always crow ded with the singular 
groups aln^ady d('seribe(l. The vizier was rarely to 
be found in tlie sjimo room on tw*o successive days ; 
and, during my prcvsont stay at loarmina, 1 was with 
him in eight dilVen nt apartments. Ills dress was not 
greatly varie<l ; and only on one occasion I saw him 
W'ith a turban instead of the blue cap. w bicb he w’ore 
at the time of our fipst interview, liis attitude was 
also very uniform, according to the Turkish habit. I 
seldom saw' hin» rise from his couch, though he once 
did so, w hile explaining to me the decline of his bodily 
powers, striding firmly at the same time across the 
chamber, asif toslu)W’that still much of energy was left. 
Ills manner of reception was always polite and digni- 
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fieJ. There was evidently more form intended when 
many persons were ]>resent, and his manner beoamo 
more easy and familiar when we were alone* 

‘‘ The most fre(pient to))ics introduced by the 
vizier in conversation were those relating to general 
]>olitics ; and in these it was evident that he was more 
interested tlian in any other. The conversation was 
usually carried on l)y question and re])]y ; and his 
inquiries, tht)ni:]i often showing the eharaeteristic 
iLnionince of the Turks in matters of eoininou know- 
lcdg(‘, yet often also w(Te ]>t'rtincnt an<l well con- 
(xaved, and made up by acuteness what they wanted 
of instruction. Sonn* of these (piestions, which I 
not(‘d down, may serve as spi^cimens of their usual 
stvle. v wer« talkiim about En^iland. lie in- 
quired the population of tin* country ; and wheUier I 
thought it as populous as those parts of Albania I htid 
stH'U, The answer to this (juestion l(‘d him to describe 
briefly the northeni parts of Albania, as being mucdi 
better inhabited than tln^se to the south of loannina. 


ilc then ]>ursued the former subject ; asked what was 
thesizi* and population of London ; and expressed sur- 
prise when informed of its iiiagnituile. lie inquired 
the number of our shij)s of w’ar ; the comparLson of 
their size with the frigates he had seen on his coast ; 
and where tliey were all employed. 

He inmiired tlie distance of America from 
England ana France ; its extent ; and to whom it 
belonged. He asked respecting its population and 
the longevity of its inhabitants, and dwelt esjw*cially 
on the latU^r point, to which 1 observed him always 
to attatdi a jxx’uliar irit(*rest. He remarked, that he 
had heard that the Indians and Cdnucse live to a great 
age, and asked w lnd^her 1 kncwthi»to be tho cnise, or 
was acquainted with any particular means they used 
for the purpose. 55eciiig him inclined to follow this 
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topic, I stated the remarkable instances of longevity 
in our own countrymen, Parr and Jenkins ; at which 
he expressed surprise, and much desired to know if 
thc.TC were any moans in nature by which this end 
.might bo obtained. It was evident that in this ques- 
tion he had reference to himself ; and I took the 
opportunity of enforcing upon him some of the medi- 
ciil advice I had before given. He gave assent to 
what I said ; but at the same time j)ursued the ques- 
tion, whetlu^r tliere were not some more direct means 
of procuring long life. 1 mentioned to him generally 
the attempts that had been made some centuries ago, 
to discover the Elixir Vita* ; and stated that this was 
a project which now had been abandoned by all men 
of reflection. Alluding accidentally, -it the same time, 
to the search after the })hilosopher s stone, he eagerly 
followed the subject, and wished to know whether 
there were not some secret methods of discovering 
gold, which gave their possessor the power of pro- 
curing any amount of this metal. There was a strong 
and significant interest in his manner of asking this 
question, which greatly struck me ; and it was accom- 
panied by a look toward myself, seeming to search 
into the trutli of my reply. I answered, of course, 
that there were no means of making gold and silver ; 
that these metals were obtiiined only from the earth ; 
and that the ad vantage of pliilosophy wasin being able 
to employ the best means of raising them from mines, 
and purifying them for use. I doubt w^hether he was 
satisfied with this reply, or did not still believe in fur- 
ther mysteries of the alchemic art. The desire of 
gold and longevity are natural to a despot ; and espe- 
cially to one who, like AH Pasha, has been ever pur- 
suing a scheme of ambitious progress. 

Our conversation had often a reference to the poli- 
tics of the day, on which I found him well and accu- 
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rately informed. It was at this time that Bonaparte 
was pursuing his memorable campaign in Russia ; in 
all the events of which Ali Pasha felt a lively interest, 
naturiilly arising out of his ndatioii to the two great 
pow(TH concerned. It was obviously for liis advantage, 
that they should nmtually wear out their strength, 
without either of them obtaining the preponderance. 
While at j>cace, they checked each other as to Tur- 
key : wlu'U at war, if (‘itlier were (‘minently 8ucc<‘ssful, 
tlicre w.'is eventual dangrr to him. I'he vicinity 
the l'rt‘nch in the lll^’riau provinee.s would 8])etHlily 
^ive efiect to any (k'sigiis they miglit adopt in that 
quarter, t'iiher from views of general ambition, or from 
motives of j>ersonal hostility to himself, which !)emigbt 
be w*(‘ll aware that be hail enated by bis conduct at 
Prevesa, liis recent connexion with the Englitm, and 
by other eircuinstances of less notoriety. Of the 
power of Russia, and thenltimate danger to the Turk- 
ish em[)ire from this source, he was wtdl informed ; 
and h(*, as well as liis sons, had felt and known the 
weightof the Russian arniies pressingupon tlie Danube. 
He understoo<l, too, that all foreign atieni})ts at the 
restoration of Oreece, whether w ith sedtish or honour- 
able motives, rnu.^Jt of ncKressity imply a previous attack 
upon his power : and I believe he was fully sensible 
of his incapacity of resisting pernuinently the efforts 
of a rt'gular Ji]urof)can army. At various times I have 
heard him converse, more or less directly, on these 
topics ; and in general there was an air of sound judg- 
ment in his remarks, w hich implied as well sagacity 
as freedom from the prejudices of his nation. 

“ I happened to be with him at the seraglio, on the 
evening of the day when he received information of 
the French having entered Moscow. He was evi- 
dently in low spirits, and discomposed by the intelli- 
genoe. I spoke to hin^ of the pei«evera|ice and 
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resources of Russia, and of the evils that might arise 
to the French army from the burning of Moscow, and 
the approach of winter, lie was not satisfied by tlie.se 
arguments, but alluded in reply to the pacific temper 
of Alexander, to the mistakes which had been com- 
mitted in the last Polish campaign, to the treaty of 
Tilsit, and, above all, to the character of Bonaparte, 
which he justly characterised ‘ as one that the world 
had never before seen/ 

The. assiduity with whicii he applies himself to 
all his business is very great, lie rises commonly 
before six, and his officers and secretaries are (‘xp(*ct(Hi 
to be witli him at this hour. There are no pauses in 
business during the day, except at twelve o'clock, when 
he tak;f^ his dinner, sleeping aftenwainls for an hour; 
and again at eight in the evening, which is his hour of 
supper. I have found him as late as nine o'clock, with 
threti secretaries on the ground before him, listening 
to the most minute details of that branch of expendi- 
ture which relates to the post-houses ; each article of 
which accounts he se^paratcly approved. His hours of 
pleasure are also in ptvrt subservient to the furtherance 
of business. I have seen him in the gardens of his 
pavilion surrounded by petitioners, and giving judg- 
ment on cas^^s which were brought before him. Even 
when retiring to the harem he still preserves his 
public capacity ; and in the petty discords of throe 
hundred women secluded from the world, it is not 
wonderful that his occupation and authority as a 
judge should still he required. 

In his habits at table, Ali Pasha is temperate, 
though by no means so strict a Mussulman as to 
refuse himself wine. He almost alwavs eats alone, 
according to the custom of Turks of high rank, and 
at the hours already mentioued. His dinner usually 
couristo of twelve or sixteen covers, which are sepa- 
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rately placed on a tray before him. The dlslies are 
chiefly those of Turkish cookery; in addition to which 
a whole lamb, ])rovided by his shepdierds, is served up 
at his table e\(*ry day in the year, llis appetite is 
not at all fastidious, and 1 have been told that his 
cooks, in j)rovidin;jf for him, take liberties which, 
under a luxurious desj)ot, would infallibly cost them 
their heads. 

“Tlie adhenuice of Ali Pasha to the tenets of the 
Mahoinedan religion is by no means rigid, and pro- 
bably depending mon^ upon a 8ens<^ of interest tban^ 
upon any zeal or a flection for those tenets. He has 
few of tlie ]>r(judie(*s of a Hussnhnan ; and in regard- 
ing those aro\ind him, his eon.si deration obviously is, 
not the religionfof the man, hnt whetlier he ej|ji be of 
service to any of his views. 1 have seen a Christian, 
a Turkish, and a Jewish secretary, sitting on the 
ground before him at tlie same moment, — an instance 
of the principle which is carried throughout every 
branch of his government, in Albania especially, 
the Christian and i^Iussulman populations arcvirtually 
on tl»e same footing as to political liherty ; all indeed 
slaves, hut the fonner not oppressed, as elsr*where in 
Turkey, by those sulx^rdinate agencies of tyranny, 
which render more grating the chain that hinds them. 
It may fairly be said, that under this government all 
religions find an ample toleration. I have even known 
instances where Ali Pasha has directed Greek churches 
to be built for the use of the jx^asants, as is the case 
in one or two villages on the plain of Arta. 

Truth comptds the addition of other features of 
le«8 pleasing kind ; and to the general picture of 
eastern despotism must l>e annexcMi same traits pecu- 
liar to the man. The most striSing of these are, a 
habit of per|x»tual ai-tifice, shown in every circum- 
stance of his life ; and j degree of vindictiiijj feeling, 
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producing acts of the most unqualified ferocity. The 
most legitimate form his cunning assumes is on 
political matters, where, according to frequent usage, 
it might perhaps have tlie name of sagacity and adroit- 
ness. lie is eminently skilled in all tl»e arts of 
intrigue, and his aginits or spies are to be found every- 
where in the Turkish empire, doing tht; work of their 
master with a degree of zeal whicli testifies at once 
his own talent iu their selection, and the commanding 
influence of his powers over the minds of all that sur- 
round him. Ills political infonnation, derived from 
these sources, and from the am])le use of bribery, is of 
the best kind ; and it may, I believe, be aftirraed as a 
fact, that not a single event of importance can occur 
at Constantinople, even in the most K'crct reet^sscs of 
the divan, which is not known within eight days at 
the seraglio of loannina.’* 

The charactiT of Ali, as a ruler, is thus ably sum- 
med up by Dr. Holland. S|xmking generally of his 
administration, it inav be said to be one of absolute 
individual despotism, supported by a union of power- 
ful personal qualities in the individual. Quick thought, 
singular acuteness of observation, a conjunction of 
vigour and firmness in action, and much personal 
resolution, arc connected with an uncommon faculty 
of ariifict^, an implacable spirit of revenge, and the 
utter disregard of every principle interferiuf^ with that 
active movement of ambition, which is the mainspring 
and master -feeling of his mind. Tlie eflect of these 
remarkable qualities has been exhibited in the pro- 

C he has made to his present state of elevation. 

r influence is strikingly apparent in the entire 
subjection of m many warlike tribes, iu the perfect 
tranquillity of his dominions, in the despotic exercise 
of his ^vemraent ; and, above all, in tbe mysterious 
aw© with which even his name aud mandate are 
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regarded by every class of Ins subjects. It is plea« 
saiit to be able to allege, as one proof of bis superior 
understaudiug, a degree of freedom from national and 
religious ])r( judiees rarely to be found among Turkish 
rulers, lie has studiously adopted into his territory 
several of the impiovements of more cultivatt'd na- 
tions ; h(' has destroyed the numerous bands of rob- 
bers who infested the peaceful inhabitants of the 
country ; by his direction roads have been made, 
bridges constructed, and agri(‘iiltiiral improvements 
attempted. This laudable spirit lias added respect to 
the terror in^^pired by his government ; and even 
those vvlu), out of the imnu’diate reach of his power, 
can venture to ^express hatred of his tyranny, are 
obliged to allow that Albania is more hapjiy and 
prosperous under this single and stern dominion, 
than when divided among numerous chieftains, and 
liarassed by incessant wars. From this opinion, no 
deference to the principles of dcHjiotism can be inferred. 
The experience of history has proved, that a single 
tyrant is less injurious to the happiness of a people, 
than tyranny divided among several ; and the vizier 
of Albania has himself become a despot, only by the 
annihilation of the many despots who preyed on that 
heretofore distracted and divided country.” 

The next delineation which w'e sliall give of All 
Pasha, is ffom the pen of Mr. Richards, a British 
merchant, residing at Malta, who visited Albania with 
several ships, for the purpose of purchasing cows and 
oxen for the suyiply of the MalUw. It is only a 
sketch, hut it gives some characteristic touches of the 
individual whom it represents. “ At the appointed 
hour of eight in the morning,” fi^ys he, 1 waited 
upon the viziers prime minister, signor Colovo, and 
remained with him about half an hour l>efore I conid 
be introduced. It wouli have shocked the delicate 
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nerves of an Englisli imd(*r secretary of state to liavc 
seen All's tirst secretary sitting in a miserable room, 
upon a low coarse sofa, surrounded with papers, the due 
arrangement of which entirely depended upon himself. 
Here was no elegant escritoire with its convenient 
pigeon-lioles, no luxurious fauteuil, no massive 8ilv<T 
standisli, no obsequious amanuensis, to relieve the 
onus of state corresjumdence. All the papers were in 
confusion, not a table was to be seen ; and signor 
Colovo, resting his paptT on his left hand or on his 
knees, and dipping his pen into a small ink-bottle 
attached to his girdle, thus penned Ihs despatclies. 
We had some difficulty in gaining admittance within 
the gates of the seraglio, an order haying been issued 
that lio one should enter ; but, after waiting a short 
time, we were called iip-stairs into a largo ante-roon), 
elegantly fitted up : through this wo passed into 
another much handsomer ; here we rested aboutan 
hour : tliis room is well painted in the Italian style ; 
about fifty different kinds of muskets, swords, and 
pistols, decorut(‘d the walls ; some common, others 
handsomely set in gold and Rllver, In this chamber 
were twenty or thirty trunks filled with state-papers : 
a largo window, forming entirely one side of the room, 
commands a beautiful view of the town and the sur- 
rounding country. Every room that wo passed through 
was crowded with soldiers, officers, servants, 
While w'o were waiting, twenty-six porters came out 
of the audience chamber, carrying fifty-six thousand 
dollars. The vizier’s youngest son, and also his 
nephew, a boy about eight years of age, had audience 
before us. At length it was our turn, and we were 
ushered in. I walked up to the vizier, who was seated 
on a sofa at the further end of a large room, kissed his 
hand, and paid the usual compliments. His chamber 
WM beautifully painted, with abundance of gilding ; an 
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English carpet covered the floor, and round the room 
were sofas and cushions of red velvet embroidered 
w ith flowers of gold. The vizier sat upon a beautiful 
large silk-enibroidcred cushion, lie was more ])lainly 
liressed tlian when i saw him at Prevesa. On his 
liead he wore a quilted purple* velvet cap, wdth a nar- 
row gold lac(^ border; a brilliant diamond ring, about 
the size of a large button, glittered on his right hand; 
he had on silk stockings; and his pelisse, as usual 
with Turks of conscqu<‘nc(‘, was made of silk stuff*, 
lined with costly fur. ()u a small sofa near the flre-4 
]>lace, lay pistols, swords, inkstands, 8nuff-hox(‘S, &:c. 
tS:c., all richly ornamented with precious stones. Dif- 
ferent sorts of arins, superhly mounted, hung round 
the room. Tlfe treasure in it must have im- 
mense; hut, as 1 am inhumied, nutliing in comparison 
to what AH possi’S8('s in other chambers. 

I was ri'ceived very graciously ; fortunately the 
vizier was in good humour. Having complained, 
that, through the roguery of his agents, the contract 
1 ha<l made with liim when at Prevesa had not been 
executed to my sati6facti(m, he expressed his sorrow, 
assuring me at the same tinie of his good wishes 
towards all the English. After a little further con- 
versation, he ordered signor Colovo to write an order, 
empowering me to take such i)art of tlie articles con- 
tracted foF as I pleased, and when I chose. While 
the order was being made out, I had much familiar 
conversiitiou with his highness, who asked me many 
questions al>out Malta, England, &c. &c. He also 
pressed me very much to return to Prevesa, and to 
remain there as his merchant. I asked him for a 
bouyourdie or passport through bistjountry, and he 
immediately had one prepared m my presence ; he 
moreover ordered one of his officers to accompany 
me wherever I chose^to procure me wjiatever I 
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wanted, and to announce me as a person employed 
upon his special service. Having once more kissed 
his hand, I took my leave. 

“ 1 should 8upi)ose Ali to be from sixty to sixty- 
five years of age : he certainly possesses quick intel- 
lects, and an excellent memory. Altliough very fat, 
he is active on horseback ; be gives but a few hours’ 
notice lK*fore going a journey, and usually set-s ofi' in 
the night. Wliere the roads arc good, he generally 
travtds in a carriage. He sleeps hut little ; and is 
employed nearly the whole of the day in tlie manage- 
ment of Ids affairs, lie is very close in money 
matttTS : eag()r to receive, but very remiss in bis 
paynunts. 

He is very strict in the administfaiion of justice, 
not making the least distinction between Gretjk, Turk, 
or Jew. Ali is everywhere absolute; his will is law. 
Instances of All’s cruelty are too immeroeis to admit 
of any doubt that it arises from a natural depravity of 
heart. The j)eculiar character of his subjects should, 
however, he taken into consideration. Under a mild 
government it would he scarcely possibUj to live 
amongst them : fear is the only principle by which 
they call bi^ actt‘<l upon/' 

Sir. Richards is not the only one w ho has uiwd 
the sinister character of the Albanians as a palliation 
of AH’s conduct. An Albanian philosoplur, who had 
frequented the society of the literary contempt: Farit'S 
of Voltaire, expresses himself, upon this subject, in the 
following terms. I was born at Preiniti, and am au 
undeniable prcK)f that a wise and prudent man can be 
happy everywhere, I have seen Versailles and the 
king of Franco : I have witnessed the most refined 
civilisation : I have' resided among the most polished 
nation in the world ; and yet I sighed to revisit my 
native ligid. For fifteen y^rs 1 have served Ali 
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riii*lia as his intpr]»reter, without experiencing at his 
hands either ingratitude or great favour. His goveni- 
inent, v\ hich to you may perhaps appear sevcrej is the 
Ixist calculated for the subjects which he commands : 
his extortions and his cnielties are suited to the fero- 
cious character of the Albanians : a nation of robbers 
must have a tyrant for tlicir ruler. My language 
may, ])erbaps, astonish you ; but only ten years ago 
yon would have bee n assassinated, or sold as a slave, 
by tlio very j)eo|)le who now surround you, and from 
wijoin you receive tbc attentions of hos]>itality.” < 
'J'his series of ]>erHorial and moral liken sk(^h of Ali 
we shall close by the ])ortrait which Mr, Ilugliteshas 
drawn of him. I'hat accomplished find intellectual 
traveller had aBuudant o{>portunities ft>r obsg^yation, 
and he has fmislied the picture in an elaborate and 
masterly style. The impri^ssion which the vizier 
made upon iiim at first sight, he thus describes. As 
we approached the audience chamber I felt my heart 
palpitate at the thought of entering into the presence 
(tf a being wlio had long held so dire a sway over the 
di^iinits t)f his fellow mortals, and whosi^ steps in his 
dark career wore marked indelibly by the *tain of 
blood ! At the entrance of his apartment stofid several 
Albanian guards, one of whom opimed the door, and 
we marched into the room, saluting the vizier as we 
ent<?red, wko sat upon a lion's skin at the angle of the 
divan, handsomely but not superbly dressed ; a band 
of gold lace wliich Ixiund the scarlet cap upon his 
head, a broad belt of the same material wlucli passed 
round his waist, and the pommel of his handjar glit- 
tering with diamonds, alone denoted the man of 
exalted rank : a houka stood near liirn which he is 
fond of exhibiting, as the use of it shows a 
considerable strength of lungs. As soon as we were 
seated upon the divan h^ returned our salutation by 
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placing bis right hand upon his breast with a gentle 
inclination of his head, and expressed his satisfaction 
at seeing ns in his capital. 

‘‘ At a first introduction it could not be expected 
that we should acquire much insight into the charac- 
ter of the pasha : my own attention was directed 
chiefly to the contemplation of his countenance; and 
this is in general no index of his miiid. Here it is 
very difficult to find any traces of tliat bloodthirsty 
disposition, that ferocious ap]){'tite for revenge, tiiat 
restless and inordinate ambition, that inexplicable 
cunning, which has marked his eventful career : the 
mien of his face on the contrary has an air of mildness 
in it, his front is open, his venerable white beard 
deBcei\ding over his breast gives iiim a kind of 
patriarchal appearance, whilst the silvery tones of his 
voice, and the familiar sim])licity wdth which he 
addresses his attendants, strongly aid the dec^eption. 
H() appears as he is described by the animated bard*. 
IStill, after very attentive consideration, I thought I 
could ])erceive certain indications of cruelty and 
perfidy beneath his grey eyebrows, with marks of 
deep craftiness and policy in the lineaments of his 
forehead ; there was something sarcastic in his smile, 
and even terrible in his laugh. His address w^as 
engaging, liis figure very corpulent, although it is 
said to have been graceful in liis youth ; as his 
stature is rather below the middle size, and his waist 
long in proportion, he apy>ear8 to greatest advantage 
as we now saw him seated on the divan, or on horse- 
back.” 

The result of Mr. Hughes's inquiries and remarks 
is thus summed up. We may, perhaps, without in- 
justice, sunnise that his intimate acquaintance with 

operated to give his mind a bios 

* In ruotftUon in page 321, Lord Cbilde Harolde. 
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a^^ainst AH ; Hut, still, it cairnot be doubted, that, in 
all the main points, the delineation is nearly correct. 

^‘Thc ( 2 :reat basis of AH’s character is extreme 
selfishnt'ss, and he possesses many qualities, positive 
and negative, natural and acquired, which are wx*ll 
adapted to promote this ruling passion. Ho has 
few feelinofs in common with the rest of men : ho 
regards all human beings as objects calculated to 
advance his own views and interests, whilst his 
very successes have resulted as much from a defi - 
ciency in human sympathies and moral virtues, aw 
from his talents and courage. No pity, nO remorse, 
ever ttirned him aside from the object of his pursuit : 
with him faith and justice are hut tenns iuvi nted to 
dupe the ignoJant or unsuspecting ; and tlio most 
favourite art with whicli he is acquainted is that of 
deceiving all n)ankirKl. 

^‘Deprived of the advantages of early education, 
his stinly has hmi the human heart, and with the 
intricacies of that complicated lahyrinth ho is well 
acquainted : the native vigour of his genius readily 
supplies exf>edients for the suggestions of his ambi- 
tion, and his moral courage always ris<*s in proportion 
to the exigences that require it. He has a quick 
perception of circumstances, and very ran'Iy allows 
the opportunities of action to escajH3 liim ; h© pos- 
sesses dccifion, and that decision is followed by the 
most indefatigable perseverance : he feels his gityund 
bc»fore In? commences operations, but never neglects 
to go where fortune seems to point : he is gifted wdth 
the talent of discovering amongst his followers the 
fittest instniments to be employed and the most faith- 
ful guardians to be entrusted ; nyr dftes he allow the 
etiquette of oriental dignity to prevent his communi- 
cation with society and intercept the knowledge thence 
to be acquired. He }i§s dexterity enouglwto dazade 
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the multitude, and strength of mind to discard many 
national prejudices which might oppose his advance- 
ment. lie attaches his troops to liis interest not 
more hy a ready participation in their hardships, 
difficulties, and dangers, than by the easy familiarity 
with whicli he (‘uoaoes tlieir confidence or Hatters tlieir 
vanity, and by theal)ility with which he associates their 
military enthusiasm with his success and identifies their 
glory with his own. He is a great master of political 
intrigue, and so versed in the arts of simulation and 
dissimulation, that lie lias not only deceived his own 
government, Imt every other which has attempted to 
turn him to its advantage : each in turn has disco- 
vered its plans bt'trayed and itself di'serted, as soon 
as a lU'^'re powerful ally or a more beneficial cause 
attracted bis regards. ‘Divide and conquer’ is bis 
favourite motto : he has no remorse in setting father 
against son, and son against father, brother against 
brother, and friend against friend : in every town or 
district which attracts his cupidity, dissensions are 
studiously ]>n)nu>b‘d, jealousy and distrust increased, 
and intestine wai*s excited to disunite the inhabitants 
and desolate the country : he then procures for him- 
self an invitation as an allv or arbitrator, when ho 
contrives to eject both the innocent and guilty, and 
remains master of the contested tendtory. Ilis per- 
fidy is more than Punic ; he will make a' troaty and 
violate it in the same hour : lie will allure his adver- 
saries into his power by the kindest w ords and fairest 
prtimises, and then destroy them without compunc- 
tion. His dmni of vengeance is di*eply seated, knows 
no limits, and increases by delay ; neither does ho 
possess the leasi. portion of that magnanimity of soul 
which can rt*quite valour and generosity in a foe. 
In discourse he is equally skilful at discovering the 
sentimimis of others, and vcying his own amidst im- 
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pf*iictr<iblo obscurity. As his actions seldom corre- 
spond with his promises, so his looks rarely indicate 
his thoughts ; he can thro’W into his manners and 
his countenance the appearance of frank honesty and 
an affectation of gentleness, whilst rage and fury 
fester in his heart : he frecpiently seems most gay, 
when he is inwardly torn by chagrin, and most 
courteous wheu h(' meditates* the darkest deeds. Act 
Ali is not wantonly savaL^*, nor does lu‘ require, like 
a Djt’zzar Paslui, to bo lulled to rest with the cries 
of innocent and agonised victims ; hut let his owQ( 
safety or even his interent be endang<T(‘d or threat- 
ened, and no principles of religion, no ties of friend- 
ship, no dues of gratitude, will restrain him in his 

sanguinary (^an'fr. m 

As Ali gazes at ]>ower with an eagh^’s eye, so he 
clings to w'calth w ith the appetite of a vulture. Ills 
avarice is so excessive that one mightaluiost tliiiik his 
desire of dominion proceeded from the w ish of grati- 
fying this insatiable cupidity. In procuring wealth he 
has itHJourse not only to a legal revenue, but to the 
meanest artifices and the most sharm^ful extortion, 
lie has not political knowledge enough to see that the 
encouragement of commerce and agriculture, with 
erpiitiibio laws and financial arrangements, would, by 
an increase of capital, and extension of credit, aug- 
ment his revenue and support his government ; but 
he prefers to fill his treasury by forced avanias and 
grievous exactions, annihilating industry and stifling 
all the bounties of nature in their birth. A vast 
deposit is always kept unemployed, and used as the 
necessities of the times may rt?quire ; when this is 
satisfied, the expenditure is replaced * by additional 
contributions. 

“ To no art does he owe more of his success than 
to that of bribery, and lys gold has often papetrated 
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into those places which were proof against his arms ; 
neither does his inordinate avarice repress, but rather 
promotes this system, for he scarcely ever fails to re- 
cover the bribes sooner or later with interest, whilst 
the life or liberty of the traitor is sacrificed to his 
skilful hypocrisy ; yet with the power of assuming the 
most winning manners, and clothing his stern counte- 
nance in complacent smiles, he contrives to draw fresh 
victinis into his fatal snares, directs their villany to 
his own advantagt*, and |>er8uading each deluded 
.votary that his fortune will be rnort) prosperous than 
that of others, ovi*rw'helms at last both advcrsaric's and 
adhemnts in a common ruin. Ho once gave a man a 
houyourdee to kill another who was obnoxious to him : 
the bloody deed was perpetrated, but the assassin 
found iu the pocket of his victim a similar houyourdee 
for his own destruction, lie carried it to the vizier, 
and expressed some signs of astonishment ; when Ali, 
laughing, rcjdied, ‘ Iley, inurrie, if I had not given 
him this, he wonld never have put himself in your 
way, and you would have had no chance of ejecting 
your purpose/ I ii fact, the tyrant wished to get rid 
of lK)th or either of tln^m. 

Let m now contemplate the portrait in a light 
which will perhaps show us some of its features in a 
more agreeable point of view. Though we cannotgive 
our unqualified admiration to any man, however bril- 
liant may have been his career, whose actions have 
been directed solely by self-interest and discoloured 
by tlie most ghiring vict*s, and though it is easy for a 
despotic tyrant to benefit one part of the community 
by oppressing another, or excite the admiration of 
future generatiims, by adding to the miseries of the pre- 
sent race, still we ought to estimate the character of a 
person with a ixTerence to the habits of his country, 
the sys^m of his education, the principles of hts 
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rdigion, keeping in view also the example which 
others, placed in similar situations, exhibit for his 
imitation. 

“ Bearing in mind these considerations, I should 
pronounce the people of Albania comparatively happy, 
whether reference be made to their own state before 
the consolidation of Ali^s powder, or to that which still 
exists in other parts of the Turkish empire. In one 
case tlie contiguity of many small, fierce, independent 
tribes, engendered constant and implacable discord. 
If blood was shed even by accident, vengeance, uncon- 
trolled by law, and entrusted to individual discretion, 
swallowed up all other passions, and rendered soeic^ty 
a scene of t4*rror and suspicion. So law less were tlie 
nativt^s of these ^’ild mountains that every d^le and 
rock' was rife wdth muskets aimed against theunw^ary 
travclI(T or tlie unprott^cted merchant ; if he escaped 
with life, his ])roperty was ])lundered and his person 
sold into slavery ; to such an extent did brigandage 
prevail that agriculture was neglected, commerce lan- 
guished, the very arts of civilisation began to disap- 
jH'ar, and the whole land to present one unvaried 
scene of poverty and wretched lums. In the other case, 
I mean that which regards the general state of the 
Ottoman empire, it is sufficient to allude only to that 
horrid theocratic principle which makes power depend 
solely upon fcith,and converts every Mahometan zealot 
into a remorseless tyrant. On the contrary, in Alba- 
nia, though all are subject to one mighty despot, no 
petty tyrants are f>erniitted to exist, and protection is 
given equally to the Turk, the Greek, and the Alba- 
nian, against tlie aggressions of each other. Iteligious 
toleration is freely granule!, and the regularity of mo- 
narchical power lias in some measifrc succeeded to the 
factious of aristocracies and republics. There exists 
at present a security in these dominbns which we 
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sUoiilcl seek in vain where the baneful influence of the 
crc'Hccnt elsewhere extends : a police is organised, 
robbers are extirpated, roads and canals are made or 
repaired, rivers are rendered navigable, so that the 
merchant can now traverse the Albanian districts with 
safety, and the traveller with convenience; agriculture, 
in 8pit(^ of all obstacles, improves, commerce increases, 
and the whole nation advances, perliaps unconsciously, 
towards higher dc8tini(‘S and greatiT happiness. 

With regard to tlic domestic habits (d Ali Pasha, 
his attention to business, and the distribution of his 
time, are amongst the most extraordinary. 80 jealous is 
he of ])ower, that he rarely calls upon the services of his 
ministcTs, but transacts all aflairs of governnnait him- 
self. lie rises very early in the morning, and takes a 
cup of coflec with his pipe: he then gives audit ‘nee to 
his vaidous oflicers, receives petitions, and decides 
causes, pronounces judgment, settles the concerns of 
his army, navy, and revenue, till noon ; he then dines 
upon very frugal fai-e, a few plain dishes, and a mo- 
derate portion of wine. After dinner he sleeps forau 
hour or two, and thou smokes his houka whilst he is 
occupied in similar occupations till six or seven o'clock 
at night, or even much later : he afterwards takes his 
supper and retires to his harem. In the expeditions 
which he frequently makes through various parts of bis 
dominions, he will sometimes partakeof the frugal fare 
of a cottager, and sleep beneath his humble roof. No 
one knows l>eforehand where he intends to transact 
the business of the day : sometimes he fixes upon the 
serai of Litaritza, sometimes that of the castron, and 
often he retires to the gardens of the kiosk, or to 
some one of the nummius tenements which be pos- 
sesses both within and without the city. Wherever 
he may be, a large quantity of Albanian troops are 
generally seen scatter^ about, in their white ca|>oteB, 
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waiting for bis exit. This extraordinary attention to 
business is productive of vast inconvenience to his 
subjects, for in spite of all his quickness in decision, 
and tlio impossibility of appeal, a vast accumtilation 
nec(‘ssai'ily takes plac;e, especially during his frequent 
absence from the capitaL 

lie is not at all strict, and is thought by no 
means sincere, in the article of religion. He visits a 
mosque but once in the year, at the festival of tiie 
Kainazan, when he goes in grand procession. His 
mind, strong as are its natural faculties, being untu- * 
tored in p]iiloso{>hyor science, and unaided by religious 
truths, clings to the marvellous and bends beneath the 
power of superstition : hence it is that he is greatly 
alarmed at thunfler and eartliquakos, at whiofc. times 
]>rohah]y remorse' finds .an o})portunity of applying 
her vindictive lash. 


‘ Hi Buiit qui trepidant et ad omnia fulgura pallent.* 

“ He Iwdieves in charms, and thinks that chemical 
combinations of matter might be discovered, which 
would cure all diseases, and procure life to an indefi- 
nite extent ; this makes him often the dupe of cunning 
and designing men. 

“ Though strongly addicted to sensual lusts, and 
proud of the success which formerly attended his 
amours, he •firctends to take great concern in the 
morals of his people, and perhaps no town exists where 
public j>rostiluiion is so severely punished as at loan- 
nina. In his exterior deportment he discovers little of 
that ostentation which often sits so awkwardly upon 
pmons wdio have risen to very exalted stations. Ali 
on the contrary is affable and condcsc^mding as well 
to strangers as to his own subjects. His firmness of 
mind and cotutnand ov^er himst'lf are well illustrated in 
the following anecdote.— J[n the year 1813, a%he was 
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inspecting some rcj)airs in tbe great serai of the 
castron, a large block of stone fell from a scaflold upon 
his shoulder, and laid him prostrate on the ground. 
Every• ** one present thought ho was killed, and a gene- 
ral alann was spread : but A.li, tliough seriously liurt, 
ordered a horse to be equipped instantly, upon which 
he mounted and rode round 'the city, with a single 
Albanian attendant, without discovering the least mark 
of pain, thangh he liad received a wound which con- 
fined him several weeks to his bed. After his re- 
covery he told M. Pouqueville that he acted thus to 
assure his people of his safety, and to deprive his ene- 
mies of the pleasure of thinking he w\as likely to die. 
The consul replied, that everyinaiihad hiseiumiies, but 
ho cou^d not think those of his higifness went so far 
as to desire his deaths. ‘ What V said Ali ; ^ there 
is not a iniimtc of the day in which they do not offer 
up prayers to Heaven for my destruction : how can 
it be otherwise ? for forty years I have been doing 
everything bad to everybody : in this period I have 
caused thirty thousand persons to be hung and put 
to death in various ways; and they know that if I live 
longer I shall do more : would you have them not 
hate me then ? their hatred, however, will not affect 
my health — and upon this he burst into his usual 
sardonic laugh,” 

• 1 had this anecdote, notfi’om M. Pouqueville, but from another 

pei'son who was present at the conference. 
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CHAPTER XIV. 

Flattery lavished onAli — His Forebodings — Ambition and Revenge 
two of his predominant Passions — Siory of Ismael Pasho Bey — 
Incestuous Intereouise of with l)is I)aiightcr-in-hi\v — Pasho 
persceiUe<l h\ the Vizier — Stratagem of Pasho — Letter of his 
Wife to hiui — Pasho takes refuge at Constantinople — Is 
received into tlie Service ot the Sultan— ■Hccline of All 8 Influ- 
ence in the Divan — Ali sends Assassins against Pasho — The Sul- 
tan dejioses Ali~*-Situatiou of Ali — His avarice prejudicial to 
him — Is deficient in military Skill— Me^isnres adopted by him^ 
to resist the Saltan's Army — He appeals to thefirrerkb — Ismael 
Pasho appointed to the Psishiilik of loanniiia— Ali jiroiuises his 
SuhjrctH a ('onstitulioii — Failure of Monstai Impolitic Measure 
of Suleynuiu — First Movements of the Turkish Armies — liar- 
bariiies of Peblcv^u Baba- — Ismael l^aslio commciicesjjjris Opera* 
lions — Progress of the Tuiks — Pieachcry of Ali s Generals— 
The Turkish Armies approach loaunina. 

Fuom youth to manhood, from manliood todeclmlng 
age, we liave traced the progress of tlie vizier Ali ; we 
now approach the catastrophe of his strange event- 
ful liistory.'" At the })eriod when we resume our nar- 
rative he had apparently reached the summit of pros- 
j)erity — he had beattjn down his enemies and rivals 
under his feet, accomplished liis plans, extended his 
dominions, consolidated his power, increased hiariches, 
and obtained high dignities for his children and grand- 
children ; Wis court was visitt'd by noble and learned 
foreigners, curious to study the cliaracter of a man so 
extraordinaiy' ,* and even the rulers of nations did not 
hesitate to consider him almost in the light of an inde- 
pendent sovereign. The great, how'cver stained with 
crimes, will always find flatterers ; and wo, therefore, 
need not w^onder that Ali was covered with adulation 
by some of the base and misctiievous tri^. At 
Vienna his praise was sung by a venal or an ignorant 
poet. In Italy, a herald tasked his skill to invent for 
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him a coat of arms. This p^oodly specimen of blazonry, 
alluding to the title of Aslan, or the Lion, consisted of 
a lion, in a field gules, embracing three lion’s whelps. 
It wagrnot inappropriate; but might have been im- 
proved by introducing the gibbet, the impaling- stake, 
and the bow-string. A third fawner, a Macedonian, 
by the name of Michaid IStophen Piirtzoulla, sounded 
“ the very base string” of 8yco]>hancy. He published 
a Greek and French Grammar; and in his dedication 
of it to Ali, not content with bestowing on him the 
-epithets of “ most higli, most puissant, and most mer- 
ciful,” he added, ‘‘ The earth, most illustrious prince, 
is full of the glory of thy name ; no one is ignorant 
of the bright and dazzling fame of thy noble virtues.” 
If, ind<y»d, this wore meant for irony, it was poignant. 
Ali was probably best pleased with the labour of the 
herald ; for his taste st^ems to have loaned towards 
marks of distinction, lie had a s))lendid star fabri- 
cated, chiefiy from the jewels sold to him by the 
deposed king of Sweden, and this he called his order. 
It was worn on his outer vest, in imitation of that 
which he had seen on the coat of Sir Thomas Mait- 
land, the lord high conirnissioner. 

But, amidst all his triumphs and enjoyments, the 
repose of Ali was far enough from being undisturbed. 
In spite of his seared conscience, remorse would some- 
times wring his heart. Dark forebodings of misfor- 
tune would also arise and throw a gloom over the 
gayest scones. In one of his pensive moods, while, 
reclining on a rich sofa, he listened to the warbling of 
the birds in his garden, he expressed to the French 
consul the pleasure he derived from their songs, and 
then added, Among the women of my harem I have 
a peasant girl who rings, and so admirable are her 
strains, that I never hear them without being carried 
back to ^he days of my youth ; I think myself trans- 
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ported again to my own Japygian mountains ! My 
life was a tranquil one then ! What a lioliday it was 
for me when I and my companions feasted upon some 
goat which had been stolen from the shepherds of 
Mount Argenik!— and when I wtnt to the weddings 
of my friends, there was^io player upon the lyre within 
a hun<ired leagues round that could come up to me ; 

I could challeuire the best at dancing or a trial of 
strength ; but those times will never return, and now, 
when life is drawing to a close, 1 can see nothing but 
domestic broils, storms to contend with, and — who* 
knows ? I sliall, perhaps, not have the happiness of 
dying on tlie mat of my forefathers. I kee}) it still, to 
remind me that I was bom poor, that I have known 
sufferings." Here, abniptly raising himsdtf on his 
seat, he exclaimed, “And if it must be bo, I will 
prove that 1 can defy even the extremity of wretch* 
edness ! " 

There were likewise moments when Ali was not 
insensible to the perils which enviri>n a hifty station. 
Ho more than once said that, in aspiring to be vixiers, 
his children would be the cause of bis destniction ; 
and when speaking of his own powt.T, be often re* 
peateil this maxim, “ A vizier is a man covered with 
honours, seated upon a barrel of gunpowder, which 
may be blowm uj) by a single spark." 

Yet , — %o inconsistent is human nature, — his cra- 
ving for additional power continued insatiable. Having 
brought und<?r bis sway all the centre and south of 
Albania, Ixjsides other territories, he was eager to 
extend his dominions in the nortli, and lie began to 
prepare for seizing upon the pasbalik of Scutari, whare 
be kept in pay a faction ready to ^d liis designs. Ho 
saw, too, wdth iniintte mortification, the post of Rumili- 
valisee conferred upon another, w’hose presence at 
Monastir was peculiariji disgustful to him^becausc 
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lie suspticted, and perba})S rightly, that the new officer 
was meant to be a chock and a spy upon him. Ali wa» 
also tormented by his unsatisfied longings for venge- 
ance. * Inflexible in liis hatred, he was enraged tliat 
he could not venture to put to death his prisoner Ibra- 
him Pasha; a deed from whiqh he was withljold solely 
V a conviction that it would cause his son Mouctar 
to be removed from the government of Berat. Nor 
was h(5 inucli less dissatisfied that the Par^hiotes had 
escaped the chastisement which he? had intended to 
* give them, for their stubborn resistance to his pro- 
jects, and their dislike of his person. 

This love of revenge was the vice which at last, in 
conjunction with his avarice, caused the downfall of 
Ali. *J4ie instrument of his ruin was a man whom 


he had devoted to destruction, but who had been for- 


tunate enough to elude the re})eated attempts of the 
vizier's emissaries. Ismael Pasho Bey, the j)ersonago 
in question, was a relative of Ali, and had fought 
under his standard upon various occasions. He fell, 
however, under tlie displeasure of the vizier, who, in 


1807, that he might have a better opportunity of 
seizing upon Pasho’s property, sent him to the Mon^a 
with Veli, as the new’ Pasha s st lictar. Pasho was 


not ignorant of Ali’s purpose in thus sending him to 
a distance. lie gets me out of tlie way, the villain !" 
exclaimed he ; he gets me out of the Vay ; but I 
w’ill punish him for it, whatever may happen ; and 
1 shall die satisfied, if I can deprive such a monster 
of his head, even at the expense of my own.” 

In pursuance of his resolution, Pasho, under the 
mask of regard for Iiis master s interests, prompted 
Veli to adopt ^iclit measurfc»s as could not fail to render 
the son of Ali hateful to the people of Peloponnesus. 
But this did not suffici' to satisfy his vindictive feel- 
ings. He was in possession of a horrible secret, the 
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divulging of which would inflict a deadly wound upon 
both fatlier and son, and he resolved to take venge- 
ance by disclosing it. Ali had been guilty of an 
incestuous intercourse with Zobeide, the wife (>f Veli. 
Having previously administered to her a soporific 
})otion, he stole to her b(Hl, and consuin mated his 
crime. Tlui unfortunaw wife of Veli remained igno- 
rant of the fact till she became pregnant, when her 
sus}>icions were excit(‘d by the dark hints of her female 
attendants, wliom Ali had threatened witli death if 
tliey disclosed his infamous conduct. In her despairi 
she sent to desire an interview wdth the a\ithor of her 
inis(Ty. When he entered the harem, she embraced 
his knees, and conjured him to d(‘clare that her sur- 
mises were unfotinded. His only reply was aj^avowal 
of his criminality. With much difllculty he put a 
stop to her tears and lamentations, and prt'vailed on 
Ikt to promise silence respecting the atrocious deed ; 
a deed which he soon after rendered more atrocious, 
hy the murder of the unborn babe. Nor di<l Ali stop 
here. To remove all witnesses of his guilt, be ordiTed 
the women who were privy to it to be thrown into the 
lake by his black nmt(‘3. But ho did not succeed in 
suppressing all evidence. By some means Ismael 
obtained a knowledge of the fact, and he communi- 
cated it to Vidi, who was almost goaded to madness 
by the tidings. As might be expected, Ali indig- 
nantly protested that the imputation was a foul ca- 
lumny; and Veli either credited, or affected to credit 
his fathers protestations. At the same time the 
vizier sent six assassins to dispatch the divulger of 
the secret ; but Ismael w.as lucky enough to escape 
from their poniards, and have tho satisfaction of 
seeing five of them hanged. TlTinking it, however, 
no longer safe to remain with Veli, lie quitted hi« 
sendee, and proceeded to Negropont. 
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Incessantly tracked by the tniirderous emissaries of 
the vizier, Pasbo led a life of wandering and hardship# 
Flying from Negropont, he visited various cities of 
Egypt*and Asia Minor, often having no other sludtcr 
than the porticoes of the mosques, and sometimes lying 
with beggars among the wanp ashes from the public 
baths. At Alexandria he would have been entrapped 
had not his prudence saved him. Some Albanian 
mariners requested hin^ to come on board their vessel, 
for the purpose of giving his advice as to the disposal 
of some goods, which tiny said they had just brought 
into the harbour. Paslio cautiously sent a j)erson to 
look at the vessel, and this messt'ngcr informed him 
that, far from being laden, she was evidently ready 
to sail a moment's warning. Convinced of the real 
character of the pretended sailors, Pasho declined 
their invitation ; and, finding they were discovered, 
they instantly departed. 

He next sought refuge in the court of Muhamet 
Ali, nazir of Drama, one of the most magnificent 
nobles of Thrace, and had the good fortune to acquire 
his favour and protection. In the course of a few 
months, Ali again traced him, and procured from the 
Porte a finnan against him, the execution of which ho 
intrusk'd to a capidgi-bashi. Pasho was on a hunt- 
ing party with the nazir when the capidgi arrived. 
Not knowing the person of the proscribed fugitive, 
tlie messenger inquired of liim, where be could find 
the nazir, as he had business of importance to coni- 
inunicato. The wits of Pasho were sharjiened by 
tho constant necessity of warding oif danger, and he 
promptly replied, “ I am the nazir ; what is your 
business ?” 11 s was answered, that the speaker had 

brought a firman, obtained at the request of Ali Pasha 
of loannina. Ah 1 my dear friend Ali Tepelini, 
how can, I servo him ” By executing tlie firman. 
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which enjoins yon to cut off the head of a w'orthlcss 
/ellow, one Pasho Bey, who contrived some time ago 
to get into your service/* — “ It shall he done ; hut I 
warn you that he is a very difficult man to caich ; ho 
is hrave, violent, and much liked hy my servants, so 
that w'o must act warUy to get Iiim into the snare. 

I expect him here e\Try moment. It is of conse- 
quence that he should not see you, and that my folks 
should not suspe<!t w ho you arc. *Ti8 only two leagues 
from hence to Drama ; go and wait for me there; I. 
shall he with you in the evening, and you may look# 
upon your business as done/* 

Isinael did not tliiiik it prudent to rely upon the 
friendship of the na/.ir, whoiniglit perhaps find reasons 
for sacrificing lilin. As soon, therefore, as tli£ capidgi 
had galloped off towards Drama, he made the hest of 
his w’ay in an opposite direction. He travelled all 
night through hy-roads, bought the dress of a Bul- 
garian monk, and, after having traversed upper 
Macedonia, he stopped at a convent of St^rvian 
monks, represented himself as a brother just returned 
from the iloly Land, and w^as hospitably received. 

Enraged at having missed his prey, Ali accused 
iMuharnet before the I)ivan of having favoured Pasho's 
escape. The charge w^as easily refuted, and, as the 
innocence of Pasho became manifest in the inquiry, 
the vizier c#uld not obtain another firman against him. 
It was then that Athanasia Yaia, who had discovered 
Pasho*s retreat, b(‘gged for the honour of being allowed 
to immolate him. The request was granted, and, to 
cover his design, Ali affected to be highly exasperated 
against Vaia, and, to the astonishment of all loannina, 
drove him from tlie palace, swearing "that had he not 
been his foster-brother lie would have hanged him. 
Simulatingthe profoundest grief, V aiaapplied to every 
person of influence to jptmtedc with the but 
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the only favour which could be obtained for him was 
a passport with permission to retire to Macedonia. • 
Displaying every outward sign of despair, Yaia set 
out for4he place of his exile, and on reaching Vodena, 
he assumed, for the purpose, as he said, of greater 
security, the drt^ss of a inonlY On his road he met 
with a brotluT of the IServian l*onvent, related to him 
his pretended misfortunes, and entreated that he might 
be received into the monastery as a lay brother. Ilis 
request was made known to the superior of the con- 
^vent, who granted it, and lost no time in informing 
Pasho that a new companion was about to arrive. By 
the description Pasho ix^cognised Athanasia Vaia, and, 
guessing the object of his mission, he communicated 
his suspk’ions to the prior, who conscnte(i not to admit 
the assassin till Pasho w^as far on the road to Constan- 
tinople. It w'as there, in the capital of the empire, 
that Ismael resolved to defy and combat his powerful 
enemy. For his favourable reception in the Turkish 
metropolis, he is said to have been indtdited to a 
letter of recommendation from the Pasha of Egypt. 

The wife and children of Ismael having bc^ii detained 
as hostages at loannina, the dread of exposing them 
to the fury of Ali had hitheu'to withheld him from open 
hostility against the vizier. Tliat impediment w as 
nowremovcHl. His wift?, having refused to be divorced, 
was dragged from Iier house and consigned<to poverty. 
Pressed by want, disease, and sorrow, she address^ 
the following melancholy lines to the husband, whom 
she believed that she should see no more. Your 
children are in chains,'* said she, and your wife, 
banished to a hut, is reduced to spin for her bread. 
The Christian nans support her out of the alms-money, 
when the infirmities which are w*eighing her down will 
not allow her to provide for her wants. Her bed, 
wdiich opcc was covered wdth cloth of gold, now con- 
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sists of a straw mat and a wretched horsecloth. Slie 
•ends you the last ornament she possesses — her Imir. 
Think no more of me but to avenge your family and 
your wife. Ayesha." 

On his arrival at Constantinople, Pasho, in order to 
induce the vizier to im^ine that he had renounced all 
connection with politic^ affected to be wholly devoted 
to the practice of religious observances, and was a con- 
stant frequenter of dervises and ulemas. The stra- 
tagem so far succeeded that Ali relaxed in the pursuit. 
It is probable, also, that he thought it imj)olitic tc^ 
ventur<* on attacking Ismael almost in the presence of 
the sultan. Tiie fugitive, meanwhile, was silently but 
actively labouring^ to undermine his foe. II is per- 
sonal advantages contributed much to his^succc^ss. 
He was of lofty stature, possessed a fine countenance 
and a dignified deportment, and conversed with ease 
in all the various languages of the Turkish empire. 

Amongthosewith whom Pasho formed an intimacy 
was the Etolian chief Paleopoulo, who had for some 
years been living in the Ottoman caj)ital, under the 
[protection of France, but was now about to form an 
establishment in Russian Bessarabia. Paleopoulo com- 
municated to him the memorial against Ali, which,* as 
we have st^en in a preceding cliapter, he had formerly 
presented to the government. l*asho was of opinion, 
that it ou^it to l>e again brought forward ; and tbo 
two friends in consequence proceeded to strengthen 
it by additional argumetits and facts, among which, 
as most likely to make an impression, they did not 
fail to place in a prominent point of view the enor- 
mous revenues and treasures of Ali and his family. 
To remove the fear that the vizicT s nrilitary resources 
might render an attack upon him abortive, Pasho 
pledged bis head that, in spite of the troops and 
fortresses of the satrajh would lead twent^^ousand 
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men to the walls of loannina without firing a single 
shot. 

The time, however, was not yet come for the over- 
throw of All. i ris bribes, and the hope of extracting 
more from him, bad still an effect upon some of the 
Turkish ministers. Paslu/s real was applauded, but 
the consideration of his scheme was put off from time 
to time, and at last was abandoned. Discouraged by 
the delay, Paleo]>oulo was on the point of setting off 
for Bessarabia when d<»atii brought his projects to a 
‘3I0S0. Just before he died, he conjured Basho to per- 
severe, prophetically assuring him that ere long the 
house of Ali w'ould fall Ixmeath his blows. “ In 
dying I only regi'ot,'* said ho, “ that I cannot be with 
you on 3 ^ount Dryscos; Ali Pasha would again recog- 
nise Paleopoulo hy the report *of the long gun*."' 

Ismael Pasho resolved to follow the advice of his 
fnend, but he changed his battery. Instead of present- 
ing memorials and plans of reform, he confined himself 
to secretly sapping the influence of Ali, by becoming 
the champion of all who had to complain of the vizier 
and his sons. He drew np their petitions, and got 
them presented to the ministers of the Porte. His 
exertions and misfortunes at length became known to 
the sultan, who granted an audience to him, and after 
listening to his story, appointed him one of his 
capidgi-bashis, or chamberlains. ’ 

The wrath excited in Ali by thenews of Paslio’s pro- 
motion was not nniningled with apprehension. He seems 
to have had a fort'boding that evil w^ould result to him 
from this unexpected event. To all who approached 
him he inveighed against his old enemy, whom he 
believed to be dbcupied in thwarting all his schemes, 

* Pftleopowlo’s xhich was of nu enormous calibre, was as 
celebrated amon^ the Albaniaos as the sword of Roland was auiong 
the knigbt^ >f old. 
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and be often exclaimed, O tliat Heaven would but 
r estore to me my youthful days, I would poniard him 
t'ven in the Divan itself ! *' Yet, while he was thus pre- 
scient of evil, Ali unwisely neglected the most effectual 
means of avertins: it. Instead of scatter in" his trea- 
sures liberally to purelmso impunity, his insane ava- 
rice prompted him to withhold the customary bribes. 
By this impolitic step he raised up enemies, among 
the most formidable of wliom was Kaleb Effendi, the 
cliief favourite of sultan Mahmoud. 

It was probably through the influenco of Kaleb and» 
Pasho that another enemy of AH’s family obtained a 
seat in the Divan. This was Abde Effbudi, of Larissa, 
one of the richest beys in Thessaly, who had been 
obliged to fly fr<5m Ihe tyranny of V eli Paslu'^ Since 
Tliessaly had been under the government of A"eli its 
suft’erings had been extreme. To support his own 
inordinate prodigality, and satisfy the cravings of his 
father, he had quintupled the taxes, and resorted to 
every form of extortion ; till, at length, the province 
was in danger of btung depopulated, multitudes of 
Greeks having emigrated to Odessa, wliile the princi- 
pal Turkish families took refuge in Constantinople. 
Now that complaints could be heard, innumerable 
voices were rai^ against him, and the offender was 
in consequence punished by his removal to the obscure 
post of l^panto. A prudent desire to deprive the 
vizier of the resources of a rich province may also 
have contributed to produce the deposition of Veli. 

This was the first blow struck at Ali, and he felt 
all the force of it. Passion is a dangerous counsellor, 
and, unfortunately for the vizier, he listtmed only to 
its dictates. Not doubting that Ismael* Pasho was the 
author of the disgracewhicli hadbfen inflicted on him, 
he resolved, at all hazards, to destroy this hated foe. 
Two Albanians were easily found who were ^iing to 
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execute whatever he might command ; these men he 
despatched to Constantinople to assassinate Ismael 
Pasho. On arriving at the capital they proceeded to 
Ismael*3 residence, and desired to speak with him. 
The moment he appeared at the window they dis- 
charged their pistols, huthe was only slightly! wounded. 
The assassins imtnediately betook themselves to flight. 
Tljey were, however, pursued by a well-mounted de- 
tachment ,* and, after a chase of sixty miles, one of 
them was taken, lie refused to make any disclosure, 
'"-but when the torture was applied, he confessed that 
he and his companion had been hired by the vizier to 
murder Ikisho Bey. lie was then hanged in front of 
the imperial seraglio. 

This /laring act at least precipitated, if it did not 
cause, the ruin of Ali. Such a flagrant offence it was 
impossible for the government to overlook, without 
exposing itself to contempt, and itsmembers to danger. 
It has been supposed, that the sultan w'as moved to 
proscribe tlie pasha of loannina solely by a wish to 
become master of the treasures which AH had accumu- 
lated. That a necessitous sovereign might be glad to 
recruit his exhausted treasury is nowise improbable ; 
but there was undoubtedly another motive which had 
superior weight with Malimoud, lie had, at an early 
period of his reign, resolved to reduce within narrower 
bounds the dominion of those great vassal? who, while 
they wasted the resources of the state, and alienated 
its subjects, left to the Porte scarcely the sliadow of 
authority in its distant provinces. All would certainly 
have been earlier attacked, had not tw'o reasons ope- 
rated against such a measure. At one time the 
magnitude of his power was found to be useful in 
checking enemies: at another, it opposed an insu- 
perable obstacle to the designs which, as we have seen, 
the meditated against him ; and, latterly, the 
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Bviltan deemed it unwise to engage in a contest for an 
object which in a short time he would obtain Avithout 
a struggle’. In the course of nature, the aged vizier 
must soon pass from the scene, and Albania* would 
then quietly fall into the possession of its sovereign. 
But, after tliis Ifist outrage of the satrap, a collision 
was unavoidalde. ^ 

Knowing the desperate character of Ali, the Porte 
was convinced that he would not submit without a 
struggle, and it prudently began its operations by dis- 
jdacing, in favour of trusty persons, tlje governors of 
great number of military posts, especially those which 
commanded the passes <m the Albanian frontier. 
These j)osts had hitherto been filled by the creatures 
of the vizier, flis agents at Constantinoplej^ere also 
arrested, and the property in their hands belongingto 
him was confiscated. A sentence of/^^rmaw/^solemnly 
ratifi(3d hv the fotva of the mufti, was then denounced 
against him, by which he was put to the ban of the 
cjupire, in case of his failing to appear, within forty 
days, at the golden threshold of the gate of felicity,*' 
to answer to a charge of treason. 

Ali was at this moment revelling in delights at 
Parga, where he had built a magnificent seraglio ; his 
harem occupying the spot where a church dedicated 
to the Virgin had formerly stood. He was roused 
from his luicurious indolence by the tidings of the sen- 
tence which had been fulminated against him; but bo 
had been so much accustomed to elude peril that his 
fears were not fully excited by that which now hung 
over him. He hoped that gold and intrigues would 
bear him safely through. Every day be despatched 
to the Ottoman capital protestations of Bdelity, suppli- 
cations, and splendid presents, ^tll were unavailing ; 
no one would espouse his cause ; for the sultan 
declared that whoever should dare to speak lo him in 
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favour of Ali should lose his head. A courier at last 
arrived from Constantinoj)le, with intelligence that th^ 
vizier had nothing to hope. Asa last resource, he is 
said to^have applied to the lord high commissioner of 
the Ionian Islands, to become a mediator for him, or 
to give him succour, and to have received for answer 
that an asylum was all that tOuld be granted. He 
was compelled, therefore, to prepare for war. 

Unequal as the contest may seem between the 
monarch of an ( xtensive empire and one of his vice- 
‘mys, it was less so than it set'ined. The disjointed 
condition of the Turkish government, the dilapidated 
state of its resources, the defective discipline of its 
armies, and the jarring interests and mutual jealousies 
of the pashas, the discontent which elxisted among a 
portion of the Mussulmans, and the hnnent which 
had long been working in the minds of the Greeks, 
and was soon to explode "with irrepressibh^ violence, 
all combined to defalcate heavily from the sultan's 
means of asserting his authority against his rebellious 
subjects. Within the last quarter of a century, the 
StTviaus and Passwan O^lou had both shown how 
difficult it was for the Porte to put dovni revolt. Yet, 
in neither of those cases had the revolters possessed as 
many advantages as the pasha of loannina. Ali was 
master of five-and- twenty fortresses, an army of at 
least as many thousand men, four hundrtrd pieces of 
heavy cannon, chiefly brass, fifty field-pieces, sixty -two 
mortars, a considerable number of Congreve rockets, 
and an abundant supply of ammunition. He had also 
plenty of excellent artillerymen ; an essential force, in 
which the Turkish army was woefully deficient. It 
was in his power to rally round his banner the whole 
of the Greeks, the principal leaders of whom had re- 
peatwily ofiered him the crown of Greece, if he would 
change Vh religion, and call the people to arms ; and, 
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assuredly, no religious scruples stood in the way of his 
|.cceptlng their oll(‘r, for the vizier had no religion at 
all. The country which he had to defend is calcu- 
lated heyoiul almost all others for successful defensive 
warfare ; it is intersected in all directions by chains 
of lofty and precipitom^ mountains, which are full of 
almost impemtrable dffilcs and commanding posi- 
tions. An olheer of talent and experience, who has 
visited the country, CVdoncl Charles Napier,* has 
justly remarked, that, “as to the natural strength of 
tlie ground, that occupied hy the celebrated linesi 
round Lisbon is not to be compared to the passes 
over Mount Pindus. One hundred soldiers might 
have arrested the mob that was dignified with the 
a]>j)ellation of t?lie 'Turkish anny.'' To cr^wn the 
whole, he had in his hands the great main-spring for 
putting in motion all the apparatus of war ; he had 
a treasury full to overflowing with the accumulations 
arising from half a century of rapine. 

To open his hoards, and scatter them abroad with 
an unsjiaring hand, was a measure wdiich sound 
policy would have dictated to AU. lie was engaged 
in an enterprise in which there was no medium be- 
tween triumph and ruin. It behoved him, therefore, 
to bring into the field every man ho could muster, 
and, as he was not one of tliose characters who ase 
followed frqpi personal afi’ection, his ranks could be 
swelled by the influence of money alone. Yet such 
was his avarice, that it overcame even the instinct of 
self-preservation. An ofler was now made to him, 
which, had he embraced it, might have turned the scale 

* In hi« excellent work, “The Colonies, a^work which con- 
tains mncli important information, displa]^ sound sente and an 
acute intellect, and is more amusing than manj productions which 
are written for comic effect, Colonel Napier has given a brief but 
maaterly eatimnte of the militarj character of Ail* 
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decisively in his favour. Two regiments of Albanian 
infantry, and a regiment of cayalry, chiefly compose(J 
of Germans, were about to be discharged from the 
Neapohtan service. They were in the highest order, 
and, in appearance, fully equal to any English troops. 
Here was a force not inconsiderable in itself, espe- 
cially when warring against undisciplined bands, and 
which might have been made the nucleus of a regular 
army. Ali could have obtained it, with its arms 
and appointments, ready for service, at a small ex- 
^.pense. It was proposc'd to him, by an English offi- 
cer, to send the vizier’s flotilla to Bmndisi, where 
these regiments were assembled, land them at Avlona, 
clear the pashalik of Berat from the enemy, and then 
either join Ali at loannina or act on -the communica- 
tions of the Turkish army. Had this plan been 
adopted, it would have been impossible for the in- 
vaders to advance to loannina without their line of 
operations being broken in upon, and their retreat 
cut off, or at the least rendered circuitous and dan- 
gerous. Ali at first seemed disposed to adopt the 
plan, but the reluctance to part with his gold induced 
him to hesitate, chicane, and delay, and when the 
pressure of danger ultimately drove him to consent 
to the terms, it was too late, there being no longer a 
possibility of bringing over the succours, the Turkish 
fleet having arrived off the coast of Albjfnia. 

His ignorance of the first principles of military 
science, and his inordinate vanity, were no less con- 
spicuous and prejudicial than his avarice. It was 
proposed to him to fortify the passes of Pindus, esta- 
i)Hsh in each a strtmg detachment wdth artillery, con- 
struct telegraphs to communicate with loannina, and 
keep the bulk of his forces collected in a central posi- 
tion, so as to be ready to march towards wdiichever 
pass nught be attacked. Nothing of this was done. 
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The English officer, who had been employed in nego- 
ciating for the three regiments, offered to render 
Toannina so strong that it might set the Turks at 
defiance, and also desired that he might have five 
hundred workmen, to fortify a piece of ground, which 
commanded the roads that enter the city from the 
north and west. pretended to accede to the 

request for the workmen, and tlien secretly set tliem 
to work upon the spot pointed out, where they threw 
up a ludicrous sort of breastwork, of loose stones, of 
wliich the vizier was exceedingly proud. Disgustec^ 
with this folly, the English officer departed. In the 
same spirit, Ali thwarted all the plans of his engineer 
Caretto, and ordered the construction of lines, accord- 
ing to his owii idea, which liad not even the merit 
which Robinson Crusoe was willing to allfw to the 
great wall of China, that of being excellent to keep 
off the Tartars.*' JSuch being the state of his know- 
ledge, it is not surprising that he should have rejected 
a plan of campaign by which ho was boldly advised 
to forestall the enemy, by assuming the offensive, and 
thus holding him at a distance. By this plan the 
security of Upper All)aiiia was to be committed to a 
strong garrison at Berat, Ali was to remain at loan- 
nina, witli a sufficient number of trooj)s to allow of 
his succouring any point on the coast from Avlona to 
Brevesa, and the remainder of his anny was to he 
divided intS three parts, of which one was to (xrcupy 
a camp near Caruveria, another the valley of Tempo, 
and the third the passes of Thermopylae : in case of 
bein^ forced from their positions, the first of these 
divisions was to fall back upon Epirus by the defile 
of Milias, the second by that of Krio Nero, and the 
third by the valley of the upper J^perfliius. By this 
arrangement the whole of Thessaly would have been 
Epirus covered on the side of Macedonia, 
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a safe opportunity of risinp^ in arms afforded to the 
Greeks, and time gained for organising completely^ 
the defence of Albania, even 8 Uj)posing tliat it had 
ultimately hecome necessary to abandon Thessaly. 
In war, to gain time is, in many cases, to gain the 
victory. 

Tlie vizier, however, thougllhc failed to adopt the 
measures most likely to be decisive, was by no means 
inactive. In order at once to swell his numbers and to 
have some check upon his Mahometan followers, 
^niany of whom might, perhaps, shrink from bearing 
arms against the sultan, his first stt'j) was to recal to 
existence th(‘ bands of Armatoles and klephtes, against 
whom he had so long bwn waging an extcTininatory 
war. The b'lnpting bait of booty .ond liberal pay, 
which he held out to their leaders, instantly produced 
the desired effect, and tliey flocked round him from 
all quarters, Odysseus, the elder and younger, 
Tach 08, Stournaris, llysoos, Viirnakiotes, Zongos, 
and a crowd of other chiefs, all celebrated in the w ild 
songs of the country, came forward to lend their aid. 
It must not be 8 uj)]>osed that these men Avere actuated 
by any attachment to Ali ; their motives were the 
hope of j)lunder, hatred of the Ottomans, and a wish 
to be ready to bear a ])art in the revolution for which 
thjP Greeks were no>v silently preparing. These chiefs 
Ali directed to commence without delay their opera- 
tions in the mountains of the neighbouring provinces. 
The Armatoles were not dilatory in taking the posts 
assigned to them, and they went to work with such 
vigour that, under ordinary circumstances, the Porto 
would probably have consented to an amicable ar- 
rangement with the vi/aer. The couriers were 
robbed of their despatches, the caravans were inter- 
cepted, the taxes ceased to be paid, and from all sides 
a ery ^se that no one but Ali was capable of 
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putting a stop to the system of rapine. But the 
•sultan would listen to no representations in favour of 
the doomed vizier. 

Assembling the principal personages of Albania, 
not excluding even those wlium lie believed to be 
unfriendly to him, AKf called on them to stand by 
him, as much for thoi^own sakesas his. lie warned 
them that his ruin would be the forerunner of theirs. 

You will,’* said he, “ no longer be those Albanians 
M'ho have hitherto been so formidable and rospe('ted. 
l oll will be lorded over and luimidi'd by the cowardly 
Asiatics. I confess that to many of you J have given 
cause of complaint ; I know that some of you arc 
justly ofTended by^the injuries which I have done to 
yourselves or \our relations. But the ionour of 
Albania and the interest of our country are jiara- 
mount to private enmities ; and, when all are in 
danger, the remembrance of past wrongs is a feeling 
unworthy' of a generous mind. 1 now look upon 
yon all as iny children, the same as Mouctar and Veil. 
My treasures are open to you. I only ask you to do 
honour to the name which yon bear.” 

An appeal to the Greeks of Epirus was the next 
step which was taken by Ali, Tho measure was 
probably suggested to him by some of the jicrsons 
who, at this moment, were occupied in planning ^he 
deliveranc#of Greece from the Turkisli yoke. How- 
ever this may he, he convoked, about the middle of 
ilay, an assimibly, which he calh^d a grand divan, 
and whicli appears to have been chiefly comji(»sed of 
the most eminent individuals among tho Albanian 
Greeks. He addressed to tlicin a long and artful 
speech, in which he pointed out the roligious tolerance 
he had displayed and the favotirs he had granted 
to them ; glossed over the injuries which he had 
inflicted, attributing them wholly to inflexjj^e neces* 
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sHy” and tho perfidious and cruel orders of the 
Porte;" declared his readiness to repair those wrongs f 
flattered the courage of the Greeks ; and held out to 
them tfie animating prospect of speedily raising up 
Greece, and driving beyond the Bosphorus the hostile 
race of the Osrnanlis. Tli^s speech was loudly 
applauded by a part of the assembly ; by another 
part it was heard with very different feelings, and 
the chief of tho JVlirdites did not hesitate to avow, in 
the name of his followers, that their swords should 
'never be drawn against their sovereign the sultan. 
On the following day, the vizier issued a proclama- 
tion, calling upon tho variotis Christian tribes to 
funiish specified contingents of trooj)S^ remitting their 
usual triluite, and exhorting them to rely upon him 
ns their firm friend. 

These bold proceedings were objected to by Mouc- 
tar and Vcli, who ernleavoured to persuade their father 
to make terms wdth the Porte ; but their remon- 
strances were fruitless, for he was convinced that his 
min was sworn. Disinclined as they wore to engage 
in the contest, it would perhaps have been prudent m 
Ali not to entrust them with commands. He, how- 
ever, acted otherwise. Monetar >vas appointed to 
head tho forces at 3k*rat, seconded by liis brother 
8a»i, to whom was committed the defence of Premiti 
and the defiles of Cloissoura, while Mahraond, a son 
of Mouctar, was stationed at TejK*len. At the other 
extremity of the vizier's dominions, the government of 
Prevesa was entrusted to Veil, Parga to YcH's eldest 
son Mehemot, and Suli to Ilnssein, a son of Mouctar. 
The main army, consisting of fifteen thousand men, 
was confided to Oiner Bey Vriones, next to w*hom in 
rank w^erc Ma«tho,^the viziers secretar}^ and Alexis 
Noutza. It w^as destined to guard thepa^s through 
the mountains of Pindus. In aid of his own military 
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resources, Ali likewise exerted himself to excite an 
insurrectionary spirit among the Montenegrins, Ser- 
vians, Walachians, and other discontented subjects of 
the Turkish monarch. • 

The Porte, in the meanwhile, though far enough 
from displaying a propp degree of activity, was not 
wholly idle. A fleet ordered to be fitted out, to 
cimvey troops to tlie coast of Albania. All the 
chiefs of Rmuelia were directed to be nwidy to march, 
at a moment's notice, with the Spahis and Tima- 
riots of their goveniinents. Similar directions werg 
given to the Rumili-vaHsee, and to Moustai Pasha, 
the vizier of Scutari ; and Pehlevan Baba, pasha of 
Rudschuk, and ^luhamed Drama Ali, the nazir f)f 
Thrace, who was fx'come the father-in-law of Pasho, 
were charged wdtli the task of collecting tTie contin- 
gents of the valley of the Balkan and Transaxian 
Macedonia. And, finally, it was decreed that Ismael 
Pasho, with the title of pasha of loannina and Del- 
vino, by right of arpalil% or conquest, should be 
j)]aced at the head of. the expedition against Black 
Ali. So confident of success was the new general, 
that he did not hesitate to repeat his pledge, that he 
would penetrate to loannina without burning a single 
match. This boa.st must have been prompted cither 
by gross folly, or by his knowing that bribery or dis- 
affection h^d already removed all impediments to liis 
progress. 

'The slowness with winch the Turks proceeded in 
their preparations was an encouraging circumstance 
for Ali. Month after month ela[>8c?d without his 
enemies advancing towards his frontiers. 11 is inter- 
nal situation also appeared to be highly satisfactory. 
At the least intimation of his wishes, bis court was 
thronged with archbishops, bishops, beys, cadis, and 



376 ' LIFE OF ALI PASnA. 

other men of eminence ; the nniltitnde seemed to be 
enthusiastic in his favour ; and he n^eived protesta-* 
tions of fidelity, loud in proportion to their insincerity, 
from all quarters. ‘‘ But all was false and hollow." 
Thus deceived, he never quitted his palace but amidst 
public acclamations. It was. now become a part of 
his policy to show himself fan iliarly to the j)eople. 
He was seen at all hours, and in all places where his 
presence was lu'cessary ; at one time on horseback, at 
another in a litter, and not seldom wscated on a bastion, 
i:j*()n versing with the workmen or with the soldiers, 
whom he daily inspected, and who emulat(^d each other 
in exertions to gain his approbation JSo great was his 
ardour, that his physical strength seemed to trium])h 
over the weight of years. While he v. as thus buoyed 
up, and thus occupied, ho is said to have declared, 
that henceforth lui would not treat with the grand 
seignior till the Albanian army was encamped at 
Daoud Pasha," in the vicinity of Constantinople. 

Not only did AU endeavour to excite the zeal, emu- 
lation, and courage of his adherents by conversa- 
tion and harangues, but he also judged it expedient 
to accommodate himself to the g(*neral spirit of the 
age, and to the views of ]»olitical intriguers who had 
repaired to his coui’t. He therefore announced his 
infifntion of giving a constitutional charter to the 
Albanians. 8c»mc in earnest, some in m^^kery, the 
Greeks exclaimed, ‘‘ A charter for ever ! yes, give us 
a charter!" Will a charter increase and secure our 
pay?" inquired the Albanians. The Turks wore 
indignant at liearing of such a thing. A charter ! " 
said they. Have we not the Koran ? Does the 
infidel want to <;jhange the sacred laws of our fore- 
fathers I " Ali promised everything that was re- 
quired of him ; and his agent Colovo, accompanied 
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by Constantine Monovarda, a rich merchant of loan- 
liina, was despatched to Corfu, to collect the elements 
of a political code for the semi-barbarous Albanians* 

But, though lie doubtless expected some •benefit 
from tlie fiirce of granting a charter, Ali was too 
shrewd to piny it in thfit hope alone. He bad otlier 
objects of conse(|U(!nc(i^ for his envoys to accomplisli. 
They were instructed to purchase ammunition, and t(> 
deposit in a place of safety a paid of their masters 
treasures; and tlo'y liad also to perform the still more 
ini])ortant duty of sending emissaries and money tcb 
Montenegro, t^;rvia, Bosnia, the Mortal, and other 
disturbed quaiders, and to procure to be drawn up 
and jirinted an a<l dress to tlie (Irt^^ks, calling upon 
thi'in, in the nafne*of religion and th(‘ir cc^intry, to 
shake off the yoke of their infidel tj'rants. Having 
fulfilled their mission they ndunied to the main- 
land, wher(» they were immediately sewed by the 
revolted Tzamidt*^, who delivered them up to the 
Turkish admiral. Some eojiies of tlie address to the 
Grc*eks being found on Colovo, he was put to the 
torture ; his comjianion, Monovarda, was fortunate 
enough to be only imprisoned, and he subsequently 
esca])od. 

The result of the first movements of some of the 
pashas whom the Forte had called into the field Alias 
not favouriiiile. The carnjiaign was opened by Moustai, 
vizier of Scutari, who was joined by a considerable 
body of 3Iirdit(‘S. Durami opened its gates to him, 
he spei‘dily recovered the district of Musakia, and he 
was in expectation of being received into Berat and 
Avlona, when be was suddi nly recall(‘d to tlie de* 
fence of his pashalik, by an imiptioq of the Monte- 
negrins, brought alxiut by the iimtigatioii of Ali. 

8ul6yman Pasha, who had sueemied Veli in the 
government of Thessaly, was singularly unlucky in 
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his attempt to bring down mischief on the deposed 
vizier. Though he confined himself to a paper warf 
his conduct was more injurious to the Porte than the 
loss of several battles would have been. To the 
Greek ecclesiastics, primates, and persons in authority, 
and generally to the people, xn Thessaly, he addressed 
a proclamation of extraordinary^* violence, calling upon 
them to take up arms, and ‘"exterminate the impious 
race of Arnauts, who had adopted the sacrilegious 
cause of Ali Tepelen.” His-appeal to them, widely 
^'liftused, was promptly attended to, but not for the 
purpose which he designed, and the insurrection which 
he thus excited ultimately addl'd much to the embar- 
rassment of the Turkish Goveniment. It is said, 
that, in tj>king this step,hew’as an unconscious instru- 
ment of his Greek secretary, Anagnostis, who was 
connected with the planners of the Greek revolution, 
and issued the proclamation only in his own lan- 
guage, of which his employer was ignorant. His 
imprudence, or misfortune, roused the suspicion of the 
Porte ; he was removed from his pashalik, and soon 
after lost his head. Muhamed Drama Ali was 
appointed in his stead. 

At lengtli the disorderly armies of the Porte began 
to move in earnest. Their march was a scorpion 
8<ymrgt* to the countries through which they passed. 
The inhabitants were hourly subjected outrages 
and insults of the worst kind, both in word and 
action ; extortion, plunder, murder, and violation, 
were seen on all sides. Among the worst of the 
Turkish generals, where all were had in no common 
degree, was Pchlevan Baba, wdio had been nominated 
to the pashalik of I^epanto. His men distinguished 
themselves equally their brutality and their spirit 
of wanton destruction. In their progress towards the 
gulf of L^tanto, where they were to act against V ©li 
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Pasha, their object seemed to be not merely to pil- 
lage the land but to render it uninhabitable. The 
stock of butter and oil was consumed to keep up the 
fires by which they roasted their stolen catfle, the 
])ec>hives were burned when stripped ol‘ tlieir honey, 
the hay and straw, bey ond what was required for the 
horses, w’as consumefl, and the wine- vessels were 
staved that their contents might run to waste. Had 
it been the purpose of the Turkish comnjanders to 
provoke a general insurrection, they could not have 
adopted a more effective plan. Had AH been popular* 
and endowed with talenis of a higlier order than lie 
possessed, the Turks would soon have reaped the 
d(‘adly harvest wlych they had sowm. Even as it 
was, no long time elapsed before they felt Ujc conse- 
quences of tlieir infamous conduct. 

By the forward movements of the Turks some 
ground had already being gained from Ali. On the 
side of Thessaly, Mubamet Drama succeeded in 
putting down the Armatoles, and securing the coun- 
try as far as the defile of Krio-Nero, driving back 
within the frontier of Epirus all the advanced jiosts of 
Ali. In the south, Pohlevan Baba had conipelle<l 
Veli to abandon Lepanto, and retire to Prev(*8a. Ali 
was so doubtful of the fidelity of his Turkish subjects 
in this quarter, that he disarmed many of them-«^t 
Pre vesa an4 Arta, and rt-quired hostages from others. 

Having at last arrived at Larissa, with an army of 
twenty thousand men, in which there were no leas 
than six viziers and ten pashas of two tails, Ismael 
Pasho prepared to enter upon the struggle for his 
newly-granted pashalik. He ordered the Bimiili- 
valisee to move upon Berat through tlie defiles of th6 
Candavian mountains. By this^movement, and the 
defection of part of the province, Mouctar was placed 
under the necessity of retreating from Bejut, and 
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sliutting himself up in the fortress of At’gyro Castro* 
On the other side, Pehlevan Baba was directed tt 
recommence his o])(‘rati(>n8. He obeyed, and met with 
no resrstance ; Missolonghi, Anatolico, and Vonitza 
were occupied by liim, and thus all the territory 
between tlie gulfs of Patras and Arta was in his 
hands. He completed hisUask by forming the 
blockade of Prevesa to the landward, while the Otto- 
man scpiadron closed it in on the seaboard. As soon 
as the troops of the sultan a])])eared, the Mussulmans 
c/if Prevesa began to manifest an inclination to revolt, 
in consetpienee of whicli VelJ, after having burned his 
father s magnificent seraglio, withdrew into the citadel. 

The Turkish squadron had already displayed much 
activity.^. It had seized the forts of Port Panorrno, 
Santi Quarunti, and various batteries on the coast, 
and seconded a rising of the friends of the deceased 
Mustapha, by which the castle of Delvino, the forti- 
fied monastery of 8t. Biisil, and other posts, were 
wrc‘8ted from Ali, It now, in conjunction with the 
land forces, procec'ded to invest l^arga. Mchemet, 
the son of Veli, was desirous to defend the place 
Tigorously, but his garrison became mutinous, and, 
when only a few broadsides had been fired, he was 
compelled to sun’ender at discretion. He wa8,how’ever, 
r(}<jeived in the most flattering manner by the Turkish 
admiral. On hearing of the fall of Parga, the expa- 
triated Suliots flocked homewards from the Ionian 
Islands, and other parts, and, headed hyNoto and IVlar- 
co Botziiri, joined the standard of Ismael Pasho, who 
engaged to reinstate them in their native mountains. 

Thotigh the success of the enemy had deprived Ali 
of a considerable |>ortion of territory, he had as yet 
no reason to feel seriously alarmed. As long as he 
retained, unbroken, his centiid position, any advantage 
gained over him to the north or south of loannina 
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would lead to nothing decisive, and might rapidly he 

I ost. AVith respect to the forces nruhr Pehlevan 
laba, it seems certain, tliat had Ismael been routed, 
tliey w’ould have been in imminent danger of becoming 
prisoners. The troops of Ali occupied all the passes 
which led from Mace(}onia and TliessaJy, through 
the mountain chain ^f Pindus. The main body, 
under Omer Bey A'^riones, was posted between the 
sources of the A^oiussa and the As})rojM)tamos, and he 
was supported by the divisions of Mantho and Alexis 
Nout/a. A single defeat would ])rol>ably liave dis-^ 
solved the Ottoman army. But the invaders relied 
less upon their own valour than upon the treason of 
the chiefs who were opposed to them. Afte r having 
worsted a detachment of Ali’s troops at Krio-Xero, 
Ismael Pasho, instead of attempting to pciudratc; by 
the pass of Zygos, turned suddenly aside to the defilo 
of A novlachia, which w'as treacluTOusly laid o])en to 
him by Stournaris, one of the captains of the Arnia- 
toles. 8till, he might have been stopped at the pass 
of Cotari had not Mantho with his whole division 
gone over to the Turks, The example set by Mantho 
was followed by Omer Bey A^riones, and by Alexis 
Xoutza, and thus, atone blow, Ali was left without an 
army. The bands of Ismael, and of the deserters 
from Ali then encampted toge ther on Mount Drysejfis, 
not far fronj the southern end of the lake of loannina, 
where a junction was 8]>eedily formed with them by 
the hordes of Pehlevan Baba, who, on his march, had 
made himself master of Arta, and marked his course 
by the burning of villages and the slaughter of their 
inhabitants. There was now nothing to impede their 
progress to loannina, at the distance of only three 
miles from which was stationed ihe advanced guard 
of the sanguinary Pehlevan, eager to revel in the 
spoils of a rich and populous city. 
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The of his army, and tUe near approach 

of his oiicmios, is said to have staggered the courage 
of Ali. In this einorgeucy, he applied to the lord 
high connnissioncr of the Ionian Islands, to learn 
whetlicr, in case he could effect his escape from the 
coast, he would bo protected in his passage over the 
channel of Corfu. He was also desirous of procuring 
an escort to tin* place of embarkation. The reply was 
not encouraging. Ho was told, that no open aid could 
be given to one wlio was proclaimed a rebel by the 
Portt? ; that, consequently no escort could Ik* granted ; 

that if he could manage to pass midway over the 
channel, he would then be within the British limits, 
and entitled to protection. This disheartening refusal 
was, however, tin ally softened by a secret message, 
which informed him that, for a certain period, some 
Knj^lish gun 'boats would be lying at Butrinto, upon 
winch he might sidzo and cross the strait in safety. 
Of this underhand assistance Ali did not avail himself. 
Either he was reluctant to abandon his treasures, or 
he believed that an attempt to fly would induce those 
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around him to become his betrayers, or his courage 
revived ; for he resolved to stand to the last. 

The works which Ali had caused to be thrown up 
to secure loannina were as yet unfinished, and had 
tliey been completed, would have been useless, in con- 
sequence of their ridiculously faulty construction. 
That his capital might ^ot be made use of to cover the 
approaches of the Turkish army, he resolved to de- 
stroy it. In tins he again betrayed his want of mili- 
tary skill.^ “ He might,” says Colonel Napier, “ have 
loo}>-holed the houses of the town, wliich are built o^ 
thick mud walls, well suited to make a des[)erate de- 
fence ; he might have prejiared barricades in the 
street, and so forth ; but nothing was done.” Had 
ho adopted this* plan, there can be no doubt that he 
might very considerably have lengthened his Assistance. 
Not only would the besiegers have found it a difficult 
and tedious task to dish>dgo the besieged, but they 
would have been weakened by being compelled to ex- 
tend greatly their line of circumvallation. The ad- 
vantage which these clrcuinstances would have given 
him was throwTi away by the vizier. 

Assoon as the approach of thcTurkish army, and the 
intended destruction of the city, became known, the in- 
habitants hastened to preserve tlicir families, and as 
much of their property as possible, from the gras^of 
the invadersand the soldiers of Ali, both of whom were 
equally to Ce feared. The lake was instantly swarm- 
ing with boats containing the wives and children of 
the fugitives ; coasting tho shore of the lake which 
was yet free from the enemy, they directed their course 
towards the Zagori. Before, however, the people could 
entirely quit the place a scene of tenfold confusion and 
violtaice began. The Albanians yere’let loose by Ali 
to plunder thedevotedcity. Temples, public buildings, 
private dwellings, immediately became the prey of a 
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wild and lawless soldiery. Treasures, sanctuaries, and 
altars, were alike exposed to their unl)rid]ed fury; thg 
privacy of the harem and public baths was invaded ; 
and all the horrtu s of brutal violenet' w(Te inflicted on 
the unfortunate victims. The catlunlral, in which the 
Greeks, and even the Turks, Ipid dt‘])osited their most 
valuable eflects, was one of tlu^first obj(‘cts of pillage. 
Even the tombs of the archbishops weic? broken open 
in se^ireh of spoil, and the churelu^s were stained with 
the blood of tlie robbers tliemsidves, as they furiously 
contended against each other for the sacred vessels, 
which were of silver. ()n all 8idt‘s groans, cries, 
threats, and improeations, were heard. These sounds 
were soon overpowered by others of a more deafening 
kind. The work of ])illage heingVow]>leted, a heavy 
fire was bpeiK'd upon the city from all the artillery of 
the forts. Seated on one of the bastions, Ali himself 
directed the cannonade, and ])()inted out the spots 
which the fiery storm had not yet reached. An inces- 
sant shower of bombs, howitzer slabs, grenades, fire- 
balls, and Congreve rockets, spn ad destruction on all 
sides, and, in tin* course of two hours, mosques, bazaars, 
public baths, edifices, and ])rivate dwellings, were 
all involved in one vast confluoration. 

O 

Escaping from the flames, the fugitives, a terrified 
mournful crowd, — weeping females hearing their 
children, old men and women tottering mi ward, and 
the strong carrying theirmutilaUb orhalf-burned rela- 
tives, — had not proceeded far before they fell in with the 
advanced parties of the Turkish army. Far from pro- 
tecting the unhappy beings who had fled from fire 
and slaughter, the llumeliot hordes fell upon the de- 
fenceless throng, wrested from them the remnant of 
their property, and tpre their children from their arms. 
Dispersing on all aides, the exiles endeavoured to find 
an asylum in the mountains ; but there* they were met 
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by an equally savage foe ; th(*y were stopped in the 
passes by the. needy and rapacious mountaineers, who* 
coinjdetcd the spoliation. 

Tlie extremity of distn^ss frequently roiwes the 
weaker sex to uncomnum exertions of pliysical and 
moral energy. 8o it was in this cas(^ Women carry- 
ing their children at thcyireast traversed the steep chain 
of the Pindus to seek a shelter in Tlu‘sprotia ; others 
performed in a single day the journey of fourteen 
leagues between loannina and Arta. lint great was 
the number of those whose strength was unequal 
contend witli tlie miseries that lieset them. Many, 
seiz(‘d witli tli(‘ ])angs of ]>rematnre lai>oni\ expired in 
the forests. Young femal<‘M, afttT liaving, that they 
might escape wiohition, disfigured tlumiselves by 
frightful wounds, took shelter in caverns, wlicro they 
perished witli liung(T. The paths and passes were 
strewed with the wounded, tin* dying, and the dead, 
and traces of the ruin of loannina were visible 
throindjout the whole extent of Albafda. 

It is impossible to avoid feeling a stem delight** 
oil knowing that some of those who bad been instru- 
mental in proilneing all tliis misery were promptly 
punished for their crimes. Many of the Aniaut troops, 
who had plundered Ali’s capital, were, like the soldier 
in Horace, more dispo9<3d at present to enjoy tWir 
booty than run into danger. ‘‘ Let us return to our 
homes*’ was their cry. But the majority of them 
never reached their native t illages ; th<?y met a more 
formidable |>eril than that which they left behind. 
Lured by the riches which these desc'rters had gained, 
the peasants laid ambuscades for tliem, and were 
eagerly seconded by the w'andering fugitives from 
loannina ; stimulated by love oi golcl and revenge, 
tliis w^arfare was so hotly carried on, that, as for as 
the frontiers of Central Albania, nothing was for some 

• c c • 



LIFE OP ALI PASHA. 


386 

time to be seen but Arnaut soldiers, mutilated, 
‘slaughtered, or hanged on the trees which werp 
planted along the high-roads. 

Ali, •meanwhile, tliough confined within the limits 
of his fortifications, did not yield to despair. His three 
fortresses, of Litharitza, tlie lake, and the island, 
strong as r(^gardcd defencoi against Turks, wore 
mounted with two hundred and fifty pieces of cannon, 
and abundantly supplied for a siege of some years, 
with provisions and ammunition, besides Congreve 
^rocket6 ; the engineer department was directed hy 
Carretto, a skilful Neapolitan officer. Their garrisons 
consisted of ci^ht thousand of the viziers trustiest 
Arnauts, and of many adventurers, men of talents 
and resoljUtion, all of whom knew\h;it they must suf- 
fer the doom of reht'ls if the enemy prevailed. Ali 
wjis also master of the navigation of the lake, by means 
of a considerable flotilla, which enabled him to make 
descents, cut off the Turkish parties, and intercept 
their convoys. Besidi^s, the Turkish heavy artillery 
had bo<'n stupidly left behind at Constantinople ; and, 
as the rains regularly set in, on the table land of 
loaunina, towards the end of October, there was rea- 
son to hope that a long time must elapse lK?foro it 
could be conveyed over the rugged chain of Pindus, 
anti brought into action. It seemed probable, too, 
that, in tlie course of the autumn, snbsbtcnce w'ould 
become scarce in the hostile camp, and the Ottoman 
troops must be distributed into wide cantonnumts, 
where they would Iw^ open to attack ; a circumstance 
which, aided by tlie gold of Ali, and the jealousies of the 
pashas, was likely to produce discontent and desertion. 

The troops, of Pehlevan Baba having effected a 
junction with the anny of Pasho, the latter led his 
whole force to loannma, the ruins of which were stUl 
smoking when he made his entrance through the gate 
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of Perilepti. On the twentieth of August, 1820, he 
^set up hia three horse-tails, the emblem of his dignity,* 
and was proclaimed Pasha of luaunina, amidst the 
shouts of tlie Turks, who exclaimed J^ongdive the 
victorious Istnatd Pasha! — long live the glorious 
Sultan Mahmoud !" The cadi tlien read the sentenco 
of deposition and exc^ununication against Ali, and a 
marabout, or jiriest, threw a stom^ towards the fortress 
of the ‘‘ black ** recreant, who w’as now for (‘V(t s<'pa~ 
rated from the band of true behVvers. From his 
castle walls Ali witnessed this ceremony, to which 
garnson replied by bootings and a heavy tiro from all 
their guns and mortars, wdiih? the flotilla, dressed out 
in all its dags, steered to the ,‘^hore, and joined in the 
cannonade. Tlae fight of the troops, on w liom he had 
relied, now serving against him in the enef!iy*s camp, 
is said, however, to have thn)wii a Uanporary gloom 
over the mind of the besieg(‘d Pasha. 

Ismael Pasho had scarcely sat down in sight of the 
fortresses before a stnitag(*m was ])layed off against 
him by Ali. Among the troops of the garrison wmk a 
band of Armatoles, led by the crelehrated Odysseus, 
who subsequently bore so conspicuous a j)art in the 
struggles of the Gre(‘ks for freedom. Odysseus bad 
retarded as long as he could the junction of Pehlovan 
Baba with Pasno, and had fallen hack on loaujy^ina 
only a fe^days previous to the destruction of that 
city. U sc’d to desultory warfare, his men now became 
tired of l>eing confined in one spot, and dis[)layed an 
inclination to desert. This circumstance was made 
known to Ali by their ccmiinander. l’\ar from being 
angered by it, the wrily vizier resolved to turn it to 
advantage, lie converted it into a means of getting 
rid of all the lukewarm and disalfected, and throwing 
additional embarrassments in the way of Ismael I’aslio, 
He therefore directed Odysseus to ascertain how many 

c c 2 
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of the garrison were desirous to l>e gone. The nuiriber, 
‘including the restless Armatoles, was found to be 
fifteen hundred. These men were selected by the 
vizier, for the purpose, as be pretended, of making a 
sally, and, after tluur arrears had bwn fully paid to 
them, the gates of the castle were thrown open. 
Scarcely had they come in sigktof the Turkish head- 
cpiarters when Odysseus, who had been, by order of 
AH, in corres])ondence with the Ottoman general, 
hoisted a white Hag, and saluted Ismael with the title 
4 'f Oazi, or victorious. The deserters were imme- 
diately received with loud acclamations, eom]>lirnented 
tm their loyalty, and had a spot assign(‘d them for 
their bivouac. AH having thus succetHlcd in his first 
object, so^n contrived to render-the #i(‘W- comers sus- 
pected by the Ottomans, who wore naturally jcvalous 
of the Albanians. JCvery day the latter were sub- 
jected to frt'sh insults and humiliations, and, as sub- 
sistence began to grow scarce in the cam]>, they were 
also looke d upon as an incumbrance. A t this moment, 
Odysseus suddenly withdrew to Ithaca, and his flight 
brought down increased suspicion upon At 

length, disgusted and ill treated beyond endurance 
by the Turks, they dispersed themselves through the 
neighbouring mountains, and thenceforth annoyed, by 
in«;'ssant attacks and d(‘pmlatious, the forces of 
Isnuvel Pasho. 

8e|^)teniber passed aw’ay, and nothing was done by 
the Ottoman army, which was still unprovided with 
the means of eomiuenciiig the siege. Provisions, too, 
as AH had expected, Wgan to he scarce in the hostile 
camp. Of troops, indeed, there was no scarcity ; for, 
hoping to share in the spoils of the de}>osed’ vizier, 
nearly tliirty pashas had led their htu^cs to join 
Ismael, plundering and wasting the country as they 
moved along, and leaving behind them a deeply-rooted 
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hatred in the hearts of the sufiferers. Amonc^ the 
#vorst of these undisciplined marauders were the troops* 
of the IUinuli--valiBt‘e. I'lvtui the government of Ali 
began to !)e regretted by thejx'ople, and his enfissiiries 
found no difheulty in obtaining information and carry- 
ing on their intrigues. In the camp of Ismael there 
was not onlv want, l)€t disatVection, and almost scdi- 
tion. Murmurs were heard against the g(*neral ; the 
])ashas aeeused him of loving ]>ower and atreeting 
sovert'ignty ; thesoldiei’s believed him to he guilty of 
filling his colfers by selling their ]>rovision.s ; and by 
all an opportunity was eagrrly sought of rendering 
him an ohjeet of suspicion to tlie divan. 


Well knowing thelnse<*ure tenure by which a Turk- 
ish oihe(T held ifis 1\ea<i, Ismael hdt it neeeg^ary lo do 


something to protect his f)wn, and, as lu* was not yot 
in a con(iition to succeed by the sword, he wielded the 


weapon of intrigue. As the sons of Ali were known 
to have engaged ix'luctantly in the contest, he was not 
without hopc stiiat In* might w(^rk on them to abandon 
the cause of their father. Veil, wdio was his friend. 


had always been attach<‘d to the Ottoman govennneut, 
and might also l>e now influenced bv his son Mehemot 


being a prisoner, and Mouctar might, on more than one 
account, be expected to cherisli resentment against his 


unpitying parent. Ifis calculation was not erroneaus. 
He began •by opening a couununicatitm with Veil 
Pasha, who was still blockaded in Prevesa by the 


Suliots and the Turkish squadron. In his letter he 
inclosed a strong hunptation — a firman of the Sultan, 
appointing Veli to the pashalik of 8t. Jolin of Acre, 
in Syria, on condition of his instant surrender. Backed 
os it was by his original principles, •the unanimous 
advice of his counsellors, and iht prayers of his son 
Selim, who on hiskm^ conjured him to save the life 
of Mehemct, this lure prevailed over filial d^ty in the 
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^mind of Veil, and lie gave up Provesa to the Tjixkisli 
commander. He was received with the semblance of 
the utmost respect by the Capitan Pasha, his son was 
restored to him, he was amused with a round of ban- 
quets and entertainments, and, finally, a vessel was 
granb^d to convey him to the bay of Clomenitza, where 
ho could at the same time obtfein medical assistance 
fi’om Corfu and open a correspondence with Mouctar 
Pasha. The example and the exhortations of Veil, 
and a firman, by which he was ap])ointed Pasha of 
Jiutaya, in Asia Minor, witc not lost upon Mouctar. 
He, too, desorb'd his father's side, resigning the strong 
fortress of Argyro- Castro without having fired a shot, 
and inducing his youngest brothcT, Sali, to give up 
Premiti. < Sali, who had also been promi8(rd a sand- 


jiacat in Anatolia, joined his brother, and they set out, 
under an escort, to (\)nstantinople. On his w^ay, 
Mouctiu* wrote to bis son Mahmoud, who was then 
at Tepelcn, directing him to deliver up that place to 
the oliicers of the sultau. The gallant boy — for he 
was no more than a boy — shrank indignantly from 
the treachery which w as suggested to him. He asseni- 
bl<?d the garrison, and thus addressed them : “ My 
father, my uncles, my cousins, and all those whom 
my grandfather honoured with his confidence, have 
befrayed it — can you wish Mahmoud Bey to do the 
same T* At these words lus hearers iraanimously 
exclaimed, that they wmild all perish sooner than be 
false to their master s grandson. 

The distrt^ssing tidings of the defection of his chil- 
dren were rectnved by Ali Pasha wdth w^onderful equa- 
nimity, I have long l>een aware,” said be, that 
they were unworthy of their parentage,” He then 
himself made knowm to the garrison what had hap- 
pened, telling them, likewise^, that henceforth he 
had no linger any other children and heirs than the 
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brave defenders of his cause/* At a later period, 
i^'hen, to grieve or intimidate him, a report was spwmd* 
that his sous were put to death, he displayed the same 
stoical firmness. ‘‘ They betrayed tlicir fathtv,” said 
he coldly ; ‘‘ let us think no more of them !" 

A spirit no less indomitable was inani feted by the 
monstrous Shainitza, Jsis sister, llelieving tliat tlie 
time was come when they might safely take veng(‘aucc 
on her, a troo]) of Argyro-Castrites and (birdikiotes 
bent their course to iier palace. At th(^ threshold 
they were met by Shainitza, pistols in lier girdle, % 
carbine in her hand, and followed by two fitJtco 
Molossian dogs. “ 8top, madmen !” slie (*x<‘laimed; 

neither my life, nor the riches which you wish to 
tear from me, ^vifl ever be in your povvw. Enter 
within tlM?se bounds ; ]»cnetrate, if you (hire, to my 
sc'raglio ! Hut, if one of you ventures to stir a sti'p 
witliout niy leave, this pahic(‘, and the very ground on 
which you tnad, are ready to sw’allow you up. The 
vaults of this asvhini of my w idowhood are filled wdth 
ten thousand pounds of jHiw'der. 1 grant you, how- 
ever, a pardon, wdiieh you are far from desijrving. 
Withdraw^, and if a single mouth has the audacity to 
reply, w*e will all die instantly. Take those bags of 
gold, which I liave the kindness to give, to indemnify 
you for the losses you have lately sustained froni»ray 
l>rother*8 stiemies. Never again disturb my cjuict ; 
for 1 have other instruments of destruction at com- 
mand besides gunpow’der. I care nothing for life; 
think well of it, for your mountains may once more, 
by my orders, Ix'come the gravt? of your wives and 
children.** 8jie then pointed to fifty purm^s, wdiich 
were lying at the demr. Her terrifitsl jiearers gathered 
them up, and hastily departed. • The dark threat by 
which she closed her spec^ch, and which she is accused 
of having executed, is said to have alluded to articleg 
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of clothings imprep^nated with the contagion of the 
‘plague, which she distributed among a band of gipsies^ 
and by that moans spread infection and death through* 
a wide i?xtent of countrv. 

The success which had attended his negotiations 
with Ycli and Mouctar, and the prospect of speedily 
coming into possession of Ali’st^reasures, restored the 
tottering credit of Ismael Pasha. By the arrival of 
his battering-train, he was also enabled to commence 
active operations. The trendies were opened, and a 
Qjinnonado and bombardment were Ix'giin against the 
fortress. Before, however, the Turkisli artillery, 
never well served, had made the slightest impression 
on the works, the Turks loudly demanded to be led 
to the asjault. To this they appe.A* to liave been 
incited by tlic Bulgarian diief, Pehlevan Ikiba, who 
dazzled tliom with the idea of enridiing themselves by 
the plunder of Ali's treasures. It is didicult to decide 
whether his conduct arose from treason, or from 
ignorance: the fonner is the most probable. Ismael 
succeeded in convincing his soldiers that it wmiild be 
madness to comply with their wish ; but Pehlevan 
persisted in representing the prudence of the general 
as cowardice, and, to revenge himself on him, be 
allowed his harbarous followers to ]ilunder the conn- 
try^labourcHl to spread insubordination in the army, 
and is said even to have entered into a (JDrrespond- 
once with Ali. There seems to be reason for be- 
lievihg that ho was already in the interest of the 
deposed vizier, and it is not unlikely that, in suggest- 
ing an immediate assault, his intention was to ex- 
pose the Turkish forces to inevitable and perhaps 
fatal defeat. Al- events, Ismael determined to 
punish him; but, as^t would have been dangerous to 
do it openly, he resorted to poison. The treasure of 
the deceased pasha, amounting to between sixty and 
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seventy thousand poiuids, was iniin(‘diately forwarded 
,to Constantinople, where it eontrihuted to silence fof 
•a while the ninrrnnrs whic-h were caused by the slow 
progress of the Ottoman general. 

Having thus got rid of a trouhl(‘some coadjutor, 
Ismael began t(* try what inigiit be done in further- 
ance of his ]>lans ]>y Rowing discord betweim All and 
thetnK)ps in garrison. At the outset, he succeetlni to 
a certain ( xttmt. A jKirt of the soldiers in tlie for- 
tresses consisted of Alhanians who liad formerly 
lived undtT the sway of the ]>asha of Ik‘rat. % 
means of his emissaries, he adroitly ptTsuaded these 
men that it was disgraceful to them to allow thi ir old 
master to languish in a dnngf'on ; and to silence their 
murmurs, Ali t-onsented to liberate Ihralyni and his 
son from close confinement, on condition that they 
should not quit the fortn^ss. Kml>oldened by having 
carried this jioint, they next clamour(‘d for an increase 
of pay. This, t(»o, they ohtainc'd, their ]>ay being 
raised to about four ]>ouiids a month. ‘‘‘ I never 
haggle," said be, ‘‘with my family; my adopted 
children shed their l)lood for me, and gold is nothing 
in comjiarisou with the s<?rvices whicii they render." 
Yet, 80 strong vs’as the power of avarice over him, 
tliat, notwithstanding the danger which might arise 
from irritating his partisans, h(* endeavoured to 4 raw 
back witlii one hand what he had lieen com p^ lied to 
bestow with tlie other. In Turkey the soldiern pro- 
vide for their own subsistence out of their pay. 
Availing himsi^If of this circumstance, Ali secretly 
ordered his chief commissary to enhance the price of 
the commodities with which he furnished them. This 
fraud was soon discovered, and tiie spleen of the 
soldiery was vented in songs, ift which their master 
figured under the title of AH the huckster." Fear- 
fiu that their anger might be pushed to a more dim- 
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geroue 

fion. 


extent, Ali abandoned his system of extor- 


Though the concessions of Ali had been made with 
apparent good-will, it would betray gross ignorance 
of human nature were wo to suppose that their being 
extorted from liim did not deeply wound the pride of 
a man who had been aocustomo^ to indulge, without 
opposition, in all the wildest caprices of tyranny, 
lie did feel tlie insult, and was not slow^ in avenging 
it. From the reports of his spies, as well as from 
jyrsonal observation, he knew all who had been the 
most forward in the recent mutinous procc'cdings, and 
he determined that they should form the forlorn hope 
of a sally against the enemy, lie managed so art- 
fully, thatjie contrived to have them \>ointed out for 
the servic(' by their comrades, as the fittest men to 
lead the way, and, by fixing high tlie price of heads, 
and of spiked or captured cannon, he so excited their 
thirst of gain, that they were clamorous to be led 
into the field. 

At the appointed time the sally took place. Heated 
by perfidious praises of their valour, and by the hope 
of reward, the devoted van of the Albanians rushed 
upon the redoubts and batteries of the Turks. Their 
bravery was not exerted in vain, though it was no 
less/atal to themselves than to their enemies. In spite 
of the destructive fire which was poured upon them, 
tiny opened a way for the resers c, and all the positions 
of the I)e8ieger9 wore speedily carried by the troops of 
Ali. The w^holo Turkish army fled in utter dismay, 
and never pausc'd till it reaclu'd Dgelova, more than a 
le^gtie from loannina, where the routed Ismael at last 
rallied them, an4 established his head- quarters. 

After having statfcned his troops iu the deserted 
camp of the enemy, Ali returned to the fortress. In 
plaimiug this sally, it had not been his only object to 
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disencumber himself of the mutinous part of the gar- 
<risoii, or to give a check to the Turkish general. II# 
*was desirous to secrete his treasures beyond the reach 
of mutinous soldiers and of the sultan himself. Ac- 
cordingly as soon as ho came back to the fortress 
lie began the renu^val, and it was perseveriugly and 
silently continued fon^nany nights. Having placed 
in the powder-magazine a sulheicnt sum to provide 
for his defence, lie ordered the remainder of his 
hoards to bo enclosed in strong coders, an<l sunk in 
various parts of the lake. On this service a nmnhqr 
of gipsies were eniploy(‘d ; and that his secret might 
never be disclosed, he is said to have addt*d to his 
crimes, liy the horrible harharity of putting hi« 
miscralile agenf^ to death. When all was^ompleted, 
he recalled his troops into the forts. 

Weighed down as he was by years, and surrounded 
by perils, the spirit of Ali, nevertheless, remained un- 
broken. It bent, indeed, for a short time, under the 
pressure ; as though to prove that he was not wholly 
devoid of human feelings, not a mere incarnation of 
evil. II is flesh wasted away, his fingers liecame like 
those of a skeleton, and his sunken eyes gleamed with 
a sort of lurid light. He seldom slejit, and when he 
did slumber it was on the floor of a casemate, near the 
powder-magazine, with his head resting on the knees 
of Athanjwi Vaia, while watch was kept at the door 
by Ibrahim Saratch, a renegade Jew. But he soon 
threw off the gloom which oppressed him ; his brow 
became serene, his nights were no longer disturbed by 
fears and visions, and he appeared once more full of 
activity and hope. As soon as the morning dawned, 
ho was 'seen at the door of the casenjate, giving audi- 
ence, and cheering such of bis Wlow^ersas seemed to 
be downhearted. Some be desired to remember, that 
“ only perseverance and courage could save them 
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now others^ who complained of their losses, he 
^reminded of his own destroyed palaces and confiscated 
property ; and to all lie promised boundless rewards' 
whenevi^r the victory was won. Pointing to the sur- 
rounding mountains, the summits of which began to 
be covered with snow, ‘‘‘ That cord,” said ho, “ will be 
fatal to our foes.” At times h^ w^ould joke with his 
soldiers, as to the anathema which had been hurled 
against him. ‘‘They call me Black Ali,” exclaimed 
ho ; ‘‘ they ought rather to call me Ali the Pearl ; for 
l^dicro shall one of my age be found equal to mo in 
the Turkish empire ? The cowards ! they shall regret 
me ere long, and shall learn, by the legacy of woes I 
will leave them, w^hat thd o/d luni and his bravo 
soldiers WTro capable of had they’bebn rightly esti- 
mated. xliey make war upon mo for my riclujs, but 
shall only i)€ave them 8tee[)ed in gore. I will rouse 
against them all the passions of hatred and revenge. 
\ et a few months, and I will shako the empire, and 
those who attack ino shall tremble in the very heart 
of Constantinople. Infamous city ! before he dies, 
Ali shall see thy palaces in ashes, and the injuries he 
has suftcrod shall be washed out in the blood of thy 
grasping ministers.” 

Though there w^as little probability that the san- 
guine expectations of Ali would be fully realised, 
there were circumstances which w’ould ha"*c justified 
him in hoping tiiat, as Passwan Oglou had formerly 
done, he should he able to make it necessary for the 
sultan to renew his lease of power. If thosti who were 
intrusted with the mission of destroying him had 
entered into a conspiracy to frustrate that mission, 
and to raise up allies for him, they could scarcely have 
acted otherwise than they did act. To say nothing of 
their enorftious ignorance^ the leaders of the besieging 
army were divided in opinion, jealous of each other, 
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and disliked or despised their general, and their con- 
^duct towards the people was adrninibly calculated t# 
•provoke revolt. The Greeks were subjected to the 
grossest insult and violence, their property was^wrtjjbtd 
from them, and in several instances, their churcheB 
w ere burned, and the sacred emblems of religion pro- 
faned. The Parghi(^es having rt^fused to c()niply 
with the invitation of Ismael, to return to tlu ir native 
place, ho was so iritated tliat he convoked a grand 
divan, in wdiich it w\n 8 resolved that the military ser- 
vice of the Armatoles, wdio were acting with 
Turks, should 110 longer he accepted, that tl»ey should 
Ikj dismissed to their lumies without pay or compen- 
sation for any losses, and that, iiistt ad of them, there 
should be furriislA d a certain number of In^asts of 
burthen and of peasants to labour in the trc'nclu^s. It 
was haughtily added, that, thenceforth, the sultan 
would not recognise in Hellas anything but agas, or 
lords, and rayas taskable and taxable at liis dincretion, 
and that a list of infidels paying karatch must be sent 
in, as a preliminary to an increase of the tax. 

The siege, meanwdiile, was conducU‘d with the least 
possible skill. The bombs of the Turks, though 
numerous, were so badly din^cted that they [)roduced 
but a trifling effect, and not seldom they were empty. 
The cannon-balls, too, were often of too eimUl a 
calibre to inake any impression on the massy works 
of the fortress, while, on the contrary, those which 
were fired by the besieged, dismounted the Turkish 
artilbry, and demolished large portions of the 
redoubts and batteries. AH was of a piece in the 
camp. r>iscipline there was none. As soon as the 
snow began to make its ap|>earance on the heights, 
parties of the Thessalian and •Macedonian troops, 
without asking leave, daily departed to their homes, 
and the Thesprotians absented themselves for weeks, 
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and returned when they pleased. For this, liowever^ 
^ome excuse may he found in the scanty supply of 
provisions and fuel whicli Ismael could obtain. Aliy 
who w^is exactly informed of the situation of the 
Tufkish anny, insultingly sent coffee and sugar to its 
commander as a present from “ a master who was 
attentive to the wants of a servji^t,” scoffed at Ismael’s 
plans of attack, and offered to relieve the distress of 
the Turks, by selling them provisions from his own 
magazines. To complete the mortification of the new 

i ^asna of loannina, ho received a severe re}>rimand 
rom the sultan for the slowuiess of his ]>roceedings. 

By an act which w*as as contrary to good faith as to 
sound policy, Ismael raised up new and formidable 
enemies, We have seen that, '’as* soon as there 
appeared K hope of the downfall of Ali, the expatri- 
ated Suliots returned and offered their sw’ords to the 
Turkish general, on condition of being reinstated in 
their native mountains. After having performed 
good service at the siege of Prevesa, they had 
joined the Turkish army before loannina, and 
they now' claimed the performance of the promise 
which had been made to them. To bo allow'ed to 
recover Suli at their owti risk, and to hold it on the 
same terms as formerly, w'as all that they asked. 
Isi^ael, however, was not inclined to comply. He 
first endeavoured to elude giving them ^ definitive 
answ'er, and next endeavoured to prevail upon them 
to accept other districts. But the Suliots w ere not to 
be satisfied w^itU anything short of being restort?d to 
their ancestral hills. Very soon, they became objects 
of suspicion and hatred to the Turks, who accused 
them of being in league with the bands of Odysseus ; 
and Ismael, in oon^quenee, ordered them to encamp 
at some distance from his army. 

AU was speedily apprised of this oventi and lost not 
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was DO chance of their obtaining it, and that a refusal 
would add to their irritation. If such were his reason- 
ing, it was justified by the r(*sult. Ismael not only 
refused to comply with their demand, but also insulted 
them in the grossest language, and thriuitened them 
with punishment. This was too niiieh to be borne, 
and tliey aecordiuLjly determined to treat with Ali. 
Nothi Hotzari and two other chiefs were commissioned 
to settle the terms of the compact. It was agreed, 
that Ali should advance fivohundred thousand ])iastres, 
i^nd 8iip])l y them with a large quantity of ammunition, 
that he should retain the tower of KiatVa,and that each 
party should give hostages for the due ])erf(»vma.nce of 
the treaty. Tin; hostage given by tlie vizier was 
Hussein Posba, bis grandsou, tlav son of i\louctar. 
Ali adviseh that the Suliots should accom])lish their 
retreat during the night; but, with an honourable 
pride whieb was worthy of his race, Hotzari declared 
that he would quit the imperial camp in the face of 
day. The grandson of Ali having arrived at the camp, 
the Suliots broke up at dawn of day, fired a salvo of 
musketry, and uttered their war-cries as a defiance to 
the Turks, broke through one of Isuiaers advanced 
posts, and th(*n slowly pursued their march towards 
the mountiiins of 8nli. Though he luwl recently been 
r©inforct^d by fifteen thousand men, Ismael did not 
dc5em it prudent to follow the .retiring Greeks. 

Ignorant of the ehangt^s whicli had taken place since 
their departure from their country, the Suliots were 
astonished to see a formidable fortrt'ss in place of the 
former small tower of Kiafia. As, however, they 
were put in possession of all the other posts, and had 
in their hands the grandson of All, they felt no fear 
of treachery on the^ part of the vizier. They also 
took the precaution of fortifying all the defiles, so that 
the commander of the fortress was, in fact, blockaded. 
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Their next step was to eiuh'avour to obtain the eie 
^opcnition of the Christians of Thesprotia ; and in thil 
•they succeeded so well, that Xothi Hotzari, who wag 
electe d polcanarch, soon found tlie nine hundfed war- 
riors, with wliieli ht' had (juitted loanuina, increased 
to tljc nunibcr of three thoiisainl live hundred. 

Plunging from <^ic folly into another, Ismael 
Pasho, irritated bv the defection of tin* Suliots, 
issm d an order tliat tbe Annatoles should give up 
their arms within a limited tiiii(‘. He and his coun- 
cil had previously decided that, as soon as the din- 
arining was (*ffected,a niassa<*rcof the disarmed should 
take j)laco. Of this fact those who wen* intended to he 
sacrificed wa?re inforuied, by Anaguosti^, who was now 
in IsimuTs service, and wlio, as we bave^een in the 
last ehapt(T, w'as connected with the planntTS of the 
(ireek revolution. The Armatoles and their leaders 
immediately provided for their safety by flight, and 
were {!V'(t after im{>lacahle enemi<^s of the Turks. 

Ismael liad soon reason to repent of having alien- 
ated the 8uliots. Their central position, on the flank of 
the line by which his convoys must pass from Artato 
loannina, gave tliem a facility of attack, of whicl) they 
were not backward in availing themselves. Beirig in 
want of ammunition, and also of njoney, Ismael bad 
dt^patched a detach incut of five hundred men, iftider 
the stdictill* of Drama-AH, to escort a convoy of a 
hundred and thirty mules fnmi Arta. To seize on 
this convoy, and aisej to occupy the fortified khan of 
the Five Wells, Nothi Botzari intrusted his nephew 
Marco with a division of troops. On the arrival of 
the Turks at the pass of Knmc]»ad<*z, where Marco 
was lying in aml^ush, the Suliots sallied forth, and, after 
a short contest, entirely defeated them. Marco sent 
off his rich prize to the mountains, and then turned 
towards the Five where he found th^t the khan 

i> I) 



LIFE OF ALI FASTI A. 


402 

bad been abandoned by tlje terrified ciioiny, who bad 
left behind siiiftcieiit military stores for a two months' 
defence. To mark their cont(Mn])t of the Turks, the 
Buliots put up to sale the y)ri8oners whom they had 
taken at Kumchadez. Two mollalis, two beys, and a 
eadi, were among the captives ; tlie mollahs were sold 
to a gi]>sy for an ass, the beys f >r some tobacco, and 
as nobody would bid for tht‘ cadi he was set at liberty. 

Enraged at these* checks, and anxious to clear the 
road to Arta, Ismael put in motion a division of five 
thousand men, under the Eumili-valisee and Baltadgi 
Pasha, to dislodge the Suliots from the khan of the 
l"ive Wells. (If this movement the Sul lots were in- 
formed by Ali, and tiny prepared to give their ene- 
mies a wa^n reception. At earliest dawn the Turks 
furiously attacked the khan ; some trying with hatchets 
to break open the doors, while others strove to scale 
tin* walls. To encourage them, a troop of dervises in- 
cessantly yelled out Victory or martyrdom," and 
threw dust into the air, which was su]>posi^d to have 
the virtue of blinding the infidels. Notwithstanding 
the slaughter which was made among the assailants, 
a few of them succeeded in reaching the summit of the 
wall ; but at this moment three p.^rties of Suliots, 
whom Marco liotzari had st;itioned in ambush among 
the Vocks, nished out upon the Ottomans. Thus 
taken by surprise, the Turks lost courage,* and were 
scattered in all directions, with great slaughter. Not 
one of them would have escaped had Marco had a 
force sufbeient to occupy the pass of Thyriaki. 

None of the Albanian troops had borne a part in 
this expedition, and tluy were not sparing of their jeers 
and sarcasms upon the beaten and dejected Turks. 
The mortifitKl Ismael had still another vexation to 
endure on this unlucky day. In the evening a courier 
iurived frcui Constantinople to inform him that the 
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sultan had removed him from th<‘ command of 
larmy, and given it to Kurschid, the vizier of tlje 
'Morea, who had distinguislied himself in rediuingthe 
Servians to obt'dienee. Ismael was, howeve r, allowed 
to retain the pashalik of loannina and Deivino. 

Fortune, which had hitherto frowned on Ismael, at 


length gave him an #[)portunity of closing with some 
reputation his career as general in chitd'. All had 
fonned a ]dan of attack upon tlie inij)erial cumj), the 
success of whl(‘h he hoped would give a fatal blow to 
the besieging army. Wliile Ih‘ liiins(‘lf sallied with ifll 
his troops from the fortress, and join(‘d the disaHected 
Albanian and Fliristian l(‘a<lers with whom he had 


opened a correspoji deuce, the Snliots wcTe to oeenjiv, 
in ambush, a * )Osition, from which at ^he critical 
moment they were to rush on the Turks, comjdcte 
their overthrow, and inteixiept their retreat. I'he 
letter, containing Ali's instructions to the Suliots, fdl 
into the hands of Jsma(‘l ; and, in conjunction with 
Drama-Ali and Onier Vriones, the latter of whom 
had been ap])ointed })as}ui of iierat, he took measures 
to make the j)roj(*cted sally destructive to IMack Ali 
himself. 


On the 26th of January, 1821. the app(»inted day, 
a heavy cannonade was opened from tlie fortres.st s, 
and the troops of AH were seen raj)idiy advancing 
against th<? Turkish batteries. *Suc]i was th(‘ im})etuo- 
sity of the assailants that the batteries were carried, 
and the Turks whonjanned them w(‘re either slain or 
comjvelied to fly towards the intrcnciicd camp. The 
signals of Ali had be^-n answered, he believed that he 
saw the 8nliot« at their assigned jxist, and he pressed 
forward in fuIU confidence of victoi^\ liut he was 
soon (umvinced of his error, by receiving, at half 
musket-shot distance, a volley from the concealed 
Snoops of Omer Vrion^ whom ho had m^taken for 
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tlio Suliots. A part of bis army was thus placed 
between two fires. In tlu; ii()})e of ri‘storin<^^ the com-^ 
bat, AH displayed tlu? most undaunted valour ; he' 
returiie(f rejK'atedly to the ehar^o, exposed his person 
more than the meanest soldier, and was at last with 
difficulty pd’snaderl and almost forced by his officers 
to ndare from tlie field. In thiy, encounter five hun- 


dred of his nuai wctc slain. 


Of the division which 


had hec'ii hemmed in by the movement of Oiner 
Vriones, a part succeeded in gaining tlie fortresses, 
nftid about six limulreil broke through tlieir opponents, 
and r(‘ached the mountains of Suli. 


AH was not disheartened hv this disaster. His 


fortressi s were yid hut slightly injured ; through the 
medium of^A lexis Noutza, his formef betrayer, who 
had now again come over to the vizier s inter^^st, lie 
had obtained promises of support from the Albanian 
chiefs, whom the insolence and menaces of the Turks 
had disgusted ; he had successfully intrigued in the 
Morea, 8ervia, Walachia, and other quarters; and ho 
had bound the JSuHots firmly to him, by promising 
that they should he put into y)osse8siou of the fortress 
of Kiatfa. Servo me till the month of March/' said 
he to the SuHots, and the sultan will have so much 
upon his hands, that we shall he able to dictate the 
law *10 him." 


The Porte, meanwliile, w’as pressing h^arschid to 
hasten his march to Albania. It also direct<‘d him to 


ctilm, no matter at \vhut (’Xpensq, the spirit of discon- 
tent which was prevalent in that jirovince. Ali, too, 
wrote to him, as soon as he heard of his being appointed 
generalissimo. Kurschid had never declared violently 
against him, an(4 Ali, therefore, hoped that he might 
be induced to becomi> his intercessor. Disclaiming all 
idem of resisting the authority of the sultan, for whom 
he profess^ the utmost veneijation, he threw all 
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blame of his revolt o])on the divan, which iuul ( ncoii-^ 
^raged the iniquitous fals(.‘l 1 ood^ of his servant Pasll^ 
•Bey; and he artfully endeavour(‘d to intenst on his 
side the feelings and the pride of Kursclnd, iw recall- 
ing to his recollection the insults which he liad him- 
self ex]>erienc('d from tin* bns(' and grecsiy uiinisl(*rs of 
the Porte. Pasho an^ his late ])roeeedings he ])ainted 
in tlie darkest colours; he solicited Kursehid to stand 
his fi’ieud with the sultan ; and he declared his will- 


ingness to submit to any jx'cuniary sacudfice, so tliat 
an amnesty might la* granted to him. To this over- 
ture the iK'w generalissimo verbally n'plied, that Ali 

‘‘ would alwavs iiud him a fri(‘nd ready to listi'ii Ir) 

» • 


him, and to intercede in his behalf with the sultan." 


While, hoxN’tver, Ah was thus seliciting a recout;!- 
liation, he did not desist from his (iilbrts to emharrass 


Iiitt enemy. JI(‘ recommenced his sallies, and h1s emis- 
saries and partisans were active in stirring up revolt 
in many and widt ly distant quarUTs. Lsrnatd again 
found himsi lf eneireled hy dilHcultics ; his couvovs 
were intercepted, and his foragers \^i're cut olf even 
within sight of the imperial camp, lie endeavoured 
to rid himself of the hostility of the Suiiots, and was 
so far successful as to obtain an armistice for a month, 


on paymtmt of three hundred purses, (about X'5(K)0,) 
which they claimed as due to them for arrt'urs pay 
wliile tiny were in the sultan’s service. But they 
were aware that he meditated pe rfidy against them, 
and they had no intention to expose themselves to 
destruction hy laving down their arms. 

At the head of tw't ntv-four thousand men, Kursehid 
arrived !u the canq:> l>eforc Ioann ina, on the second of 
JMjirch. Ho kqfw that symptoms of insurrection had 
already apjicarfKl in the 3Iorea •and t)mt danger was 
to he apprehended in other jiarts of (iret^ee, and he 
seems to have seriousjy wdshed to put aa end to the 
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contest with All, even at tlie expense of some conces- 
sion. All appeared to be animated by the same 
feelings. As soon as Kurschid readied the camp, Ali 
saluted •him with twenty-one pieces of cannon, and 
sent him a eomplimentary letter, Kurschid directed 
the salute to bo returned, forbade the epithet of kara, 
or black, to be apjilied to Ali, sjjoke of him as vizier, 
and declared that h(^ himself was to come to Epirus 
as a peace-maker. On the following morning he de- 
spatched one of his principal ofheers to confer with him. 
% this officer, Kurschid sent a letter, which he had 
interci'pted, from prince Alexander llypsilantis to the 
Greek leaders in b^i])iru8, advising them to make use 
of the vizier of loannina merely as an instrument to 
forw^ard tlieir di'slgns, and in the hope of becoming 
masters of tiis immense riches, wuth which they might 
secure the triumph of freedom in Greece. The envoy 
of Kurschid was instructed to dw’(?ll u])on this decisive 
proof that Ali must ex]»ect nothing from the Chris- 
tians, and to assure him, that the general w^ould gladly 
rweive any proposals likely to lead to a ]>rompt ac - 
eoininodation, and that it would give him far more 
pleasure to end the struggle in this rnauucr, than to 
acquire the oertniu glory of r<Klucing, with the formi- 
dable forces under his command, a valiant prince whom 
he lied alw^avH looked upon as one of the finnest sup- 
ports of the Ottoman empire. 

The st'tmiing earnestiu'ss of Kurschid to bring 
about a peace induced Ali to imagine that the Porte 
felt its w^cakness, and dreaded the continuance of 
liis hostility. MIsUkI hy this idea, he assumed a 
haughty tone, and demanded terms w hich a sovereign 
could hardly b(^ expected to gran^ after having 
Stistained more than one defeat. He did, indeed, 
submit to express sorrow that he had incurred the 
displeasure of the sultan, to sue for pardon, and to 
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offer to pay on the spot the arrears of his tribute anc 
the expenses of the war ; but he insisted, in returw, 
that Pasho Bey, his servant, should lose his head, that 
a complete amnesty should be granted to all bis parti- 
sans, and that, during his life, he should retain the 
pashalik of Ioann iiia, tlie coast of Epirus, and Aear- 
nania with its dependencies, without being obliged 
to receive the annual investiture, and subject only 
to the customary duc^s and hojiiage which belonged 
to the sultan. “ If,” saifl he, “ tliese conditions are 
not acce^pted, without any modification, 1 am p^> 
pared to defend myself to the last extremity.” Kur- 
schid replied, that ids powers did not extend so far, 
that he would transmit the jiroposalsto (‘onstantino- 
ple, and that^thfcre shoul<i be a suspension of arms 
till an answer was returned.” * 

Tlie Porto was not slow in ansvv(Ting. Ear froiu 
conceding any part of All's demands, it imperiously 
summont'd him to repair within twenty- four hours 
to the tent of Kurschid Pasha, who pledged himself 
that he should lx* honu\irably conducted to Constanti- 
nople, where he >\oul<l he adiidtted to justify himself 
before the dazzling majesty of the glorious sultan/’ 
Convinced that bo bad no mercy to expect, Ali im- 
mediately recommenced hostilities, by opening a heavy 

cannonade on tlio Turkish army. 

# 

Eitlieiiignorant of the storm winch was about to 
burst upon it, or stuj^idly regar<lless of the danger, the 
Porte st>t*med anxious to increase the number of its 
foes. In a manner Ihe most offensive, it abruptly put 
an end to the armistice which existt^d with the Suliots. 
In reply to their claims, the high '«]urit(?d mountaineers 
were informed, that the Turkish monarch would par- 
don them, ana grant them thotfavour of being ; like 
the islanders of the Archipelago, the sultan s rayas, 
under the superintendence of the captain pasha, and 
that if, within four Says, they did not tend twenty 
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hostages as security for their submission, hostilities 
Aiould be renewed. Tliis offer was spurned by the 
)Suliots ; and Ali seized the opportunity of binding 
them his cause*, by delivering up to them the for- 
tress of Kiaffa, witli all the stores and ainiininitioii 
which it contained. 

At length, in the month of March, 18:21, the ex- 
]dosion took place*, which was destined to shake the 
throne of the sultan, and rend from him a portion of 
his einjnre. The flame of insurrection broke out in 
Moldavia and the Morea, and, though it was soon 
extinguished in the first of those provinces, it ra- 
pidly spread through almost every part of soiithom 
(ireecc. This event, to which Ali liad long anxiously 
looked forward, and which he had largtly contnhuted 
to produce, reli^^ved him in some degree from the 
jmessuro of the Turkish army. Compelled to send out 
considerable detachments on all sides, Kurschid could 
hut languidly carry on the siege. In three months 
the only succ(‘ss of which In* could boast consisted in 
obtaining possession of the island in the lake, which, 
with the inagazim‘s, was betrayed to him by its com- 
mander, The Greek inhabitants lent their aid to 
facilitate the enterprise, and the Turks rewarded them 
by murder, pillagt*, violation, and the pollution of the 
nionfcstt'rics and churches. 

Having at hmgtb effected a breach in thA* castle of 
Litharitza, Kurschid, on the eighth of dune, gave the 
signal for an assault. Tlie Turks advanced l)ravely 
towards the ramparts; but they wore mot with equal 
bravery. Though he was snfferinrr under an attack of 
gout, Ali was carried in a litter to the scene of action, 
and headed a sally of the garrison. ^ The besiegers 
were ffuallv^ driven bafok to their lines, with the loss of 
three hundred slain. When the combat was over, the 
victor sent a message to Kurschid. “ The bear of 
Pindus,*' skid he, is still alive. You may send for 
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your dead to bury them. I rcs^tore tbein to you with- 
out ransom, and I will always do so when you attacif 
•inc like a man of courage/* In his reply, the Turkish 
general made known to the vizier the rec^ent •dtrease 
of Shainitza, wdio died of apo{)lexy ; and this news so 
deeply affecU'd Ali, that not even his victory, nor the 
congratulations of lys })arti8ans, could elevate his 
dej(^eted s])irits. 

Whether Ali as provoked hy some act of the 
besiegers we know not, hut it is e(Ttain that he did 
not long continue to manifest that chivalrous feeling 
w’hich dictated his messag(^ to Kiirschid. llisnext 
proceeding seeine<i rather to ho y>roinj>ted by the 
maliirnant shade of Shainitza. In iMaliometan coun- 
tries, a tacit tt'uce between contending narties has 
almost uniformly existed during th(‘ fast oi Ramazan 
and the siiece(‘ding festival of Bairam, which are the 
Mussulman Lent and Ihister. Ali cf>nformed to the 
custom during the fast, Ixvause it afforded an oppor- 
tunity for his troo))s to mingle with the Ix^siegers, and 
gain information ; hut there his forbearance ended. 
AV^iiile, unsuspicious of danger, tlie principal officers 
of Kursclnd were soleiunising, in the inosfjue of 
Lootcha, the arrival of the Bairam, Ali ordered 
thirty cannons, mortars, and howitzers, to he directed 
against the mos(|ue. The deadly fire w'as kept up till 
the sacrei^ huihling w’as a pile of smoking ruins, 
under which lay the mutilated bodies of sixty officers 
and tw'o hundred soldiers. ‘‘ Ali Pasha is not dead !'* 
was his triumphant exclamation, when the smoke 
cleared away, and allowed him to feast his eyes on the 
havoc which lie had made. 

If Ali had miy other motive foi; this deed than 
revenge or the Fove of slaughterf it was probably a 
dt^ire to propitiate the Greeks, by showing to what 
extremity he could proceed against their enemies. 
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This stroke of policy, however, if such itwere, failed 
to accomplish its purpose. It did not win over th^ 
(Jhristians to a solid alliance with him ; and it coulcr 
not fait to alienate many of his IMussulman sup- 
porters. In truth, after the commencement of the 
Greek revolution, circuniKtances were daily occurring, 
wliich toiuhnl to deprive hin^ of his Mahometan 
friends. Two of his ]>rincipal Albanian officers, 
Tahir Abas and Ago Vessiaris, wctc converted 
about this period into concealed enemies, by whiit 
ihey obs^Tved on their way to Missolonghi, whither 
they were sent by Ali, to confer w ith a meeting of the 
Greek chiefs. Tliey found all along their route that 
the mosques had been demolished, and the Mussul- 
mans extern inat('<l, and that the Greeks meant Ali to 
bo only a to(»l in their hands; and they returned to 

loannina fullv resolved to undeceive their fellow- 

* 

countrymen, and make their peace with the Porte. 

A part of Ali's magazines in the castron, or 
castle of the lake, having been destri>yed by the 
shells of the besiegcTs, Kurschid, who, ]>rcssed on all 
sides, w*as anxious f<»r a peace with tlie vizier, be- 
lieved that his obstinate antagonist might now be 
pnwailed on to nc'goeiate ; and ho, therefore, de- 
spatched to him an officer, who was the son-in -law’ of 
Vi# Pasha. ‘‘Think well upon it, vizier,** said the 
<mvoy, “the Christians bear on their banners the 
emblem of the cross ; you are nothing but an instru- 
ment in their bands, beware that you do not become 
the victim of their policy.** The terms wdiich Kur- 
schid offered were, a complete amnesty for the past 
misdeeds of Ali, on condition of his giving up the for- 
tresses, paying ^ the cost of the war. and retiring to 
Asia Minor to live there in privacy ; but the clemency 
of the sultan was the only guarantee which was 
offered to secure these concessious. Abating no jot 
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of his fonoer pretensions, Ali insisted tliat, as a pro- 
^liminary, and for the sake of €'xaTn})]e, his perfidioiH 
•servant Pasho Bey should be hanged, after the ])er- 
forniance of which act of justice, and on condition 
that the Ottoman army should withdraw from Epirus, 
and the government of the province be commitb’d to 
him for life, he would engage to pay a stipulated sum 
for the ex})enses of tn(‘ contest, and to supprt‘ss at his 


own charge the insurrection throughout the wlude (d 

O 

the territory between the straits of Tliermopyla* and 


the gulf of Arta. As it was impossible for the pa%' 
ties to agree wIktc such a wid<* discordance existed. 


the negociation was broken olf at the end of three* 
weeks, Ali had actively (miployed that time in re- 
filling his luagnzhies, and in exciting a formidable 
insurrection among the tribes of central Albania. 

Three more mouths passed by without Kurscliid 
having made any apparent progress, lint, though 
Ids arms were impot<mt, his gold and his arts were 
victorious. Already murmuring at the length of the 


siege, and the want of punctuality in paying tluin, 
tljo Albanians who garrisoned the fortress of I/itha- 
ritza were well disposed to lisbui to the voice of a 
tempter, especially when tlie tempter seconded his 
speech by a bribe. Kurscliid practist*d on them so 
effectually that, towards the end of October, 4iiey 
opened toJiim the gaU*s of the fortress, and, to the 
numl)er of several hundreds, enrolled themmdves 


under his banner. By this desertion Ali was con- 
fined within the limils of the castron, and his forex* 


was reduced to six hundred men. 


Though none of the Greeks felt the filight<*8t kind- 
ness for Ali, policy forbade them frt^n suflTering him 
to be crushed. By his fall, not only would the army 
before loaniiina l>e let loose upon them, but, master 
of the treasures of the vizier, Kurschid would be 
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enabled to briiijx innumerable nierecmaries into the 
lield. It was thorefonj determinc'd that tlie Suliots, 
in conjunction with the ins'uro(‘nts of ( Vntral Albania 
and other bands, should make a decisive elfort to 
compel Kurschid to raise the sic'ge, or, failing in that, 
to throw reinforcements into the fortress, lint their 


plan was rendered abortive by ^li himself. IJis con- 
duct seems to have been ]>ronipted partly by avarice 
— for he now clun^ to his riches with more tenacity 
than (‘ver — and ]>artly by his sus])iciou and hatn d of 
Inis Christian allies. ‘‘Old serpents arc always old 


serpents," said he to his officers; 


“ I fear the Suliots 


and their friendshij)." ile, however, rejdied to them 


in flattering terms, lie declined their offer, on the 


{ground of liis haviiio* the means of defending; hlmstdf 

O i O 

for years; and he told them that tlie host service 
wliich they could do for him was to continue the 
siege of Arta, and to take alive his enemy Ihisho 
Boy, of whom he H]>okc wdth an envenomed bitterness. 
To do that would, he said, be to cut up the evil by 
the roots, and, if they achieved it, he would rieldy 
reward them. The allies, in consequence, struggled 
hard to gain possession of Arta; but, although they 
effected a lodgment in a part of the town, they were 
ultirnat(‘ly compelled to retire. One consolation Ali, 
nevertheless, received ; his hated adversary Pasho 
was deposed and sent into exile; Ali did \iot survive 
long enough to learn that the head of Pasho was 
exposed on a pike before the gate of the sultan's 
palace. 

The long career of Ali was now hastening towards 
its close, Kurschid, wdio liad already profited so 
much by well-directed intrigue, continued to make a 
skilful use of the 8;hne formidable weapon. In this 
he was powerfully aided by the fears which the 
Greek insurrection excited in the minds of the 
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MahoTnotaiis. If Ali Buccccded in triumplniig by 
j^neans of the Christians, it was obvious that th^ 
^[iissulnians could expect little favour from a race 
over which they had tyrannised for ages. T^ie jour- 
ney of Taliir Abas and his coiu]>anion to Missolonghi 
liad given to those cnv(»ys ocular premf of the evils 
which must ensue J'rom the ascendancy of their 
Christian enemies, and, as we have seen, they had 
determined to abandon the vizi(‘r ratlier than con- 
tribute to mak(‘ the (ireeks their masb'rs. This 
feeling Kurschid labouraai, ami with much ettbet, 
spread among the Albanian leaders who were attaclical 
to Ali. The first result of his exertions was that he 


obtained their neutrality ; more they were not willing 
to Cfivo. for th^v*8till clierished a wish to save ‘‘ the 
old lion” of loaunina, whose charactiT, congenial with 
their own, was an object of their admiration. To 
w'in their active support, Kurschid did not scmj)le to 
make use of falsehood. He protested to them, that 
the life of Ali would be safe ; and he even w^ent so 
far as to show' tbeni firmans, in which it was deehired 
that, if the vizier would submit, he should he con- 
veyed w ith his treasures, household, and harem, into 
Asia !Minor, there to end iiis days in ])eacc. This 
was f)acked by showung to the agas the letters of 
Idouctar and Vcli, in which they gave testimony tr> 
the kindne»58 with which thev were treated. These 

«r 

avSsurauces, and an advance of eight months' pay, pre- 
vailed w ith the Albanian leaders, and they joined the 
Turkish army. 

AU, meanwhile, with a singular infatuation wdiich 
seems akin tt> insanity, was doing his l>e8t to disgust 
his few remaining follow’ers. Clingiqg to his gold, he 
evaded paying his scanty garri^n, because he ima- 
gined that th(y were too dee[>Iy implicated in his 
treason to venture upon deserting him. He was mis- 
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taken ; as soon as it was known that tlie Albanian 
Chiefs wi're in the Ottoman camp, some of their^ 
countrymen nightly escaped from the fortress. A* 
heavier* blow was speedily given to him. For his 
protracted defence he had been mainly indebted to 
the skill of C iretto, a Neapolitan engineer othcer, 
who had hitherto served him w’ij^ undeviating fidelity 
and yx'al. Wearied at length by tlie caprices and 
the miianness of the vizi(T, Caretto now abandoned 
him : tliough he was strictly watched, he contrived 
W) fasten a rope to a cannon and descend into tlie 
moat ; the rope being too short, he broke his arm by 
the fall, but he reached the camp of Kurschid, and 
was favourably received. Discouraged by this event, 
and by arj epidemic disorder which** raged among 
them, and disgusted by the avarice of the vizier, the 
soldi{'rs broke out into mutiny, and threw open tiie 
gates of the fortress to the besieging army. 

With onlv a handful of faithful soldiers Ali retired 
to a sort of citadel, to which he had given the name 
of his Kefuge, It was a stone tower, well jirovided 
wnth cannon, beneath which was an extensive natural 
cavern, containing his valuables and riches, and his 
stores of aiimmnition and provisions. Two thousand 
barrels of powder were jnled in this gloomy vault, 
at tlvtunitraiice of which, with a lighted match in his 
hand, stood a fanatical partisan of Ali, wluS’was will- 
ing to sacrifice himself by explcKling the mine, the 
moment that the signal was given by his master. 

A nogociation was soon entered into between Kur- 
sehid and Ali. The latter, though he was resolved to 
perish with his enemies if terms w^ere refused, seemed 
not unwilling to submit on certain /jonditions ; the 
former, who knew thft desjxn ate spirit of the vizier, was 
desirous to prevent the loss of the treasures which 
were corilained in the tower, as well as to avert the 
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danger which threatened his forces froiii a tremendous^ 
^iX})losion. Kurscliid played his part so well, that hH 
\\i length prevailed on Ali to leave his citadel, and 
take up his quarters on the island in tlie lake. • it has 
been asserted by the Turkish government, that Ali 
cons(‘nted to remove, without having imuh^any stipu- 
lation for his safety. ^I’liis, however, is tooim]>robable 
to be credited. Ali was too fond of reventre to throw 
away the chance of involving his foes in his own des- 
truction, It is more likely that, as M. Pouqu('vilIe 
aflinns, the vizier was led to take this stej) by hj§ 
receiving, in the lirst instance, a paper, with the sig- 
natures of sixty of Kurschid's principal officers, pro- 
mising to intercede with th(‘ sultan, and, subse- 
quently, an aj^urance from Kurschid himself, that 
the monarch intended to jKardon. 

The closing scene of Ali’s long and eventful life is 
thus described by one of the Turkish ministers. “Ali 
Pasha asked time at first to reflect upon the deciwiim 
which he should make ; at last, aft'T several conver- 
sations with tlic selictar, ho cunsv uted to leave the 
citadel, and he retired into the island with all his 
little troop, with the exception of one of his trusty 
friends, with whom he ugre(,*d on a signal whicli 
would instruct him whether he was to m‘t fire to the 
powder, or give up all that was intrusted to his^aro 
to the offi<f*r8 of Kurschid Pasha. 


The selictar received Ali Pasha in the island, at 


the head of an equal number of men vvitb that which 
accompanied the vizier. They y)aid him all tl»e honour 
due to his rank ; and, after having bticn treated for 
several days by Kurschid I^asha with the greate.st 
respect, Ali hati^ confidence enough order tlie sur- 
render of all that he had left ii# the citadel. They 
immediately made haste to transport the powder into 
a place of safety. 
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I )ir(i.t’y afUTw-ir<ls, All Paslia reqnestod that 
on(‘ of Ills ofticcrs, who coininaruh'd a siuall pjirty of 
a huudrod inoii in tho noitriilxMulioixl of loaiinina, 
might ho ])orinitted to join him in tho island. Kur- 
Holiid Paslni cons( ntod to this, but sent at tlic sanio 
tiim? a dc'tachriK'rit composed of an equal number of 
men, to keep All’s troo]>8 in a\ve. 

“■ Different pashas of inferior rank had bei'U seve- 
ral times to visit Ali. On the Idth day of tlie nuK)ii 
Djemaziul Avvwel (tlie 5th of February, 
Alohammed Pasha, governor of the Morea. off red to 
procure for Ali every possible comfort, naming par- 
ticularly pn^visions. Ali replied to this offer, that lie 
desired nothing more than a supply of meat ; he 
added, however, that ho bad still anotlier wish, though 
his unwillingness to offeinl the 8cruj)les of religion for- 
bade him to giv(^ utterance to it. Ueing ])res8ed to 
name it, he owned that it was wine which he wished 
for, and ^Mohammed Pasha promised that he should 
receive it. 'Jdie conversation eontin\ie<l for some time 
in the most friendly maniuT, till, at laM, Mohammed 
Piisha rose to take leave. Being of the same rank, 
they rose at the same moment from the sofa, accord- 
Jng to the usual cen'mony, and before halving the 
room, Mohammed Pasha bowed profoundly. Ali 
retinned the compliment, but at tlie instant of his 
inclination, Mohammed executed the wdll tf his sove- 
reign, and put him to death by plunging a poniard 
into his left breast. He imiqediately quitttKl the 
apartment and announced that Ali had ceased to 
exist. Some men of Mohammed's suite then entered, 
and divided the head from the body. Tho former 
having l>een shown to the sultan’s tn^ps and to those 
who had embraced \he rebels part, a strife followed 
in which several men were killed. But the minds of 
the people were soon calmed, and all discord was 
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1 

appeased by shouts of Long live 8altan Mahmoud 
and his vizier Kurschid Pasha 

The body of the vizier was buried in tlie tomb of 
his wife Emina, with all the honours due to fiis rank ; 
the head was enclosed in a silver box, and sent to ( 'on-* 
stantinople, whore, placed in a disli, it was exposed to 
the popular gaze, Uefore the gate of the ^*raglio. 
Appenderl to it was the yaphta, or stutenu'nt of th<* 
crimtjs w'hich had brought down on its owner the 
penalty of death. 

Tlie vengeance of the sultan was not satiaitnl 
the destruction of Ali ; it required the sacrifice of all 
the viziers family. Of the progeny of Ali only one 
was spared. It Ismael, the second son of \\di, 
who had l>eeii Vnt from loaunina to Constantinople 
by Kurschid. At the Ottoman capital lie had gained 
friends by his talents and amiable charactiT, and at 
their intercession, the monarch, though reluctantly, 
exempted him from the doom which was decrtHni 
against his family. Orders for the execution of Mouc- 
tar, Veil, and Sell, and their children, were despatched 
into Asia Minor, After having witnessed the execu- 
tion of his brother Sail, and his sons Mehernet and 
Selim, Veil, already half dead with tt?rrar, submitted 
to his fate. Mouctar displayed a spirit more con- 
genial with that of his sire. When tlie firman of 
d(;ath w’as presented to him, he killed with a pistol- 
shot the capidgi-bashi who brought it, and exclaim(Ml, 

Rash wretch ! an .Arnaut does not die like art 
eunuch ! I am the son of Tepeleni ! To arms, com- 
rades, they intemd to murder us ! " Aided by hin 
attendants, he made a great slaughter of the assailant'^, 

* The itorf of Ali*« doatli it wwHewftit differently related 
M. Pouijucville. IJe ti£Brm», that, on finding ho was Strayed, the 
viator defended himielf with the uttnoat courage, and that be and 
Itit aUendanta killed and wouaded eeveral of the TarkMi 
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UK 1 hold at bay till they were joined by a rcin- 
forccnioiit with artillery. At length, covered with c 
wu»uudB,^he set fire to his powder, and perished in the 
(‘xjdosion. 

To w hat base uses we may return ! ” exclaims 
1 ianilel. ^Vliy may not imagination trace the noble 
dust of Alexander till he find it stcjjiping a bung-hole ? ** 
The head of Ali — of the man who for more than a 
third of a century had ruled an extensive dominion, 
had hoeu in correspondence with sovereigns, and had 
sltakon the throne of his master — tliat head narrowly 
escaped the indignity of being made a show* for mcme} , 
to gratify the idle curiosity of a gaping crowed in a 
distaiit land. A merchant of i'onstajiitinople imagined 
that it wouW be an excellent speculatibn to purchase 
the head, and send it to London for exhibition ; and 
it would have become an object for the wonderment of 
rustics and mechanics, at fairs and merry meetings, 
liad it not been rescued by Solyman, a dervise, who 
had been one of the vizier s confidential agents. He 
outbid the speculating merchant, and having also 
obtained the heads of Ali^s three sons and grandson, 
he dc'positcd them in a sepulchre near the gate of 
S<*lvvritt, and raised over them five tombstones of 
wlii^'' nmrbh‘, bearing sculptured turbans, and the 
titles of the dewascKl. 
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A DICTIONARY OF CHKONOl^OGY; or, 

HISTORIAN’S C’OMI'ANION ; biiu^ un Authentic Kcgifttcr of 
Kveuti from tlie Kjtrlit'st Period to the Prenent 'i’ime. The 
Fourth Edition, tonsiderubly enlarged, edited by Tuo&iAfi Troc.. ' 


n 
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A GREEK AND KNOJASIl LEXICON, on 
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inflections, ^higlish-Grwk, and pro[>tn* Names, containing the in^ 
terpretation of all the wonb which occur in Greek clasaic authors, 
the Septuagint, ami New Testament ; with the quantity of all the 
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and an Introduction, coin prising an explanation of the more 
)m|K>rtaut terminations. By M. M'aicHT. 
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DOMESTIC LIFE IN P:NGLAND. 
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DOMESTIC LIFE IN ENGLAND, from the 

Earliest Period to the Present Time, with Notioet of OrigillSt 
In vent ions, and Modern ImproTements, in the social Arts* 
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